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PREFACE 
BY THE GENERAL EDITOR. 



The General Editor of TAe Cambridge Bible for 
Schools thinks it right to say that he does not hold 
himself responsible either for the interpretation of 
particular passages which the Editors of the several 
Books have adopted, or for any opinion on points of 
doctrine that they may have expressed. In the New 
Testament more especially questions arise of the 
deepest theological import, on which the ablest and 
most conscientious interpreters have differed and 
always will differ. His aim has been in all such 
cases to leave each Contributor to the unfettered 
exercise of his own judgment, only taking care that 
mere controversy should as far as possible be avoided. 
He has contented himself chiefly with a careful 
revision of the notes, with pointing out omissions, with 
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suggesting occasionally a reconsideration of some 
question, or a fuller treatment of difficult passages, 
and the like. 

Beyond this he has not attempted to interfere, 
feeling it better that each Commentary should have 
its own individual character, and being convinced 
that freshness and variety of treatment are more 
than a compensation for any lack of uniformity in 
the Series. 



Deaneky, Peterborough. 
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The old order changeth, yielding place to new, 
And God fulfils Himself in many ways. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

1. Titles and Division of the Books, The two Books of 
Samuel, like the two Books of Kings, originally formed an 
undivided whole ^ The Septuagint translators, regarding the 
Book of Samuel and the Book of Kings as a complete History 
of the Kingdom from its foundation to its fall, divided the 
work into four books, which they styled Books of the Kingdoms 
(pipXoi 0ao-(Xci(5y). Jerome followed this division in the Vulgate, 
altering the name to Books of the Kings (Libri Reg^m), which 
is retained as an alternative title in the English Bible. This 
division was first introduced into printed Hebrew Bibles by the 
Venice printer Bomberg in 15 18. 

2. Meaning of the Title, The title Samuel does not denote 
authorship, but like the titles Joshua, Ruth, and Esther, com- 
memorates the prominent actor in the events recorded in the 
book. Its adoption shews a true insight into the connexion of 
the history it contains. It stands as a monument of the great- 
ness of the Prophet who was Jehovah's instrument for establish- 
ing the Kingdom of Israel, and guiding the chosen people through 

^ The Masoretic note of the number of verses, &c., appended at the 
close of the Second Book in the Hebrew Bible, still treats the two 
books as one. Origen (quoted by Euseb. /T. ^. vi. 25. 3) mentions that 
the Jews of his day regarded Samuel as one book. 
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a crisis in its history second in importance only to the Exodus. 
The book begins with the account of his birth : and his direct 
influence extends to the close of it, in the reign of the king whom 
he anointed as Jehovah's choice. 

3. Who was the author of the Book of Samuel t To this 
question no answer can be given. A late Jewish tradition 
ascribes the authorship to Samuel himself. This obviously 
could only apply to the first twenty-four chapters of the First 
Book, and as the work forms a connected whole, it is improbable 
that these in their present form proceeded from his pen. It is 
generally agreed that the Book is a compilation from different 
sources, but who was the compiler there is no evidence to shew. 

4. What then were these sources t Ingenious attempts have 
been made to analyse the component parts of the book. But 
apart from these conjectural theories we have several indications 
of the sources from which the compiler drew his materials. 

(a) The chief sources were probably contemporary prophetical 
histories. The compiler of the Book of Chronicles expressly 
names as the original authority for the history of David^s reign 
"the chronicle (lit. words) of Samuel the seer {^deh) and the 
chronicle of Nathan the prophet, and the chronicle of Gad the 
seer {chdzeh)^,^' It has been maintained that Samuel, Nathan 
and Gad were the subjects, not the authors of the works referred 
to. Even if this was so, it is evident that they contained much 
valuable material for the history of David's reign. But the 
corresponding reference to the original authorities for the history 
of Solomon's reign in 2 Chron. ix. 29 (among which the chro- 
nicle of Nathan the prophet is again mentioned), and the 
constant references to similar prophetic writings as authorities 
for the reigns of later kings ^, make it almost certain that the 
three prophets mentioned were themselves the historians of the 
period. 

^ 1 Chron. xxix. 29. For the distinction between rdeh and chdzeh 
see note on i Sam. ix. 9. 

^ To the writings of Shemaiah and Iddo for the reign of Rehoboam 
(1 Chron. xii. 15): to the commentary {midrash) of Iddo for that of 
Abijah (2 Chron. xiii. 22). Isaiah is expressly said to have written the 
history of Uzziah's reign (2 Chron. xxvi. 22). See also 2 Chron. xx. 
34, xxxii. 32, xxxiii. 18, 19. 
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It has been also maintained that the works referred to by the 
compiler of Chronicles actually were the present Book of Samuel 
But it is evident that the document which he was using con- 
tained much more than these books, while at the same time 
certain sections of Samuel and Chronicles agree almost verbally. 
The most natural conclusion is that both compilers drew from 
the same authority, which the Chronicler expressly names. 
From this each felt at liberty to select such facts as bore upon 
the special object of his work. 

If then the Book of Samuel was compiled largely from the 
chronicles of Samuel, Nathan, and Gad, supplemented by other 
records preserved in the Schools of the Prophets, it follows that 
it rests upon the best possible authority. Samuel is the historian 
of his own life-time, which included the greater part of Saul's 
reign: Nathan and Gad together give the history of David's 
reign. The events of David's life must have been familiarly 
known in the Schools of the Prophets at Ramah. It is expressly 
mentioned that when he fled from Saul he ''came and told 
Samuel all that Saul had done to him, and he and Samuel went 
and dwelt in Naioth^" the college of prophets which Samuel 
had established at Ramah. To this intercourse may be referred 
the full and vivid account of David^s friendship with Jonathan, 
preserved perhaps almost in the very words in which he related 
his story to the prophets. 

An incidental notice suggests that Gad was the medium of 
communication between the college at Ramah and David during 
his outlaw life^; both Gad^ and Nathan^ appear to have oc- 
cupied official positions in David's court ; and both appear as 
his monitors in important crises of his life". 

(H) The chronicles of king David (i Chron. xxvii. 24), which 
appear from this allusion to have been of the nature of statisti- 
cal state-records, may also have been consulted. From them 
may have been derived the formal summaries of wars such as 

^ T Sam. xix. 18. ' i Sam. xxii. 5. 

' 2 Sam. xxiv. 11 ; 3 Chron. xxix. 15. 
^ 2 Sam. vii. 9 ff., xii. 35; i Kings i. 8 ff. 
" 1 Sam. xii. i ff., xxiv. 11 ff. 
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are given in 2 Sam. viii. i — 15^ and lists of officials such as 
those in 2 Sam. viii. 16 — 18, xx. 23 — 26, xxiii. 8 — 39. 

(c) Express mention is made in i Sam. x. 25 of the fact 
that Samuel committed to writing the charter of the kingdom^ 
and ** laid it up before the Lord," possibly as an addition to the 
book of the Law. 

{d) The national poetic literature was laid under contribu- 
tion. From this were taken Hannah's song (i Sam. il i — 10); 
David's lament for Abner (2 Sam. iii. 33, 34) ; David's thanks- 
giving (2 Sam. xxii. = Ps. xviii.); the last words of David 
(2 Sam. xxiii. i — 7). Whether these were preserved in writing 
or by oral tradition is uncertain : of David's Lament for Saul 
and Jonathan it is expressly said that it was written in the ^ na- 
tional anthology" known as the Book of Jashar (2 Sam. i. 18). 

(e) Oral tradition may perhaps have supplied some particu- 
lars, though this must be a matter of conjecture. 

5. At what date was the compilation made f 

{a) The language points to an early date. It is pure Hebrew, 
free from Aramaisms and late forms. Constructions which are 
common in the later books, e.g. Kings, are comparatively rare. 

{b) Some time however had elapsed since the events narrated 
in the book had occurred. The explanation of archaic terms 
(i Sam. ix. 9) and reference to obsolete customs (2 Sam. xiii. 
18), as well as the use of the formula "unto this day" (i Sam. 
V. 5, vi. 18, xxvii, 6, xxx. 25 ; 2 Sam. iv. 3, vi. 8, xviii. 18) indicate 
this. Moreover " no grand survey of a period and selection of 
its events, such as is demanded from the historian, is generally 
possible until the period itself has retired in some degree into 
the background \" 

{c) It must certainly have been after the death of David, 
since the whole length of his reign is mentioned (2 Sam. v. 5) ; 
and if the Septuagint text is correct, there are two allusions to 
events in the reign of Rehoboam. In 2 Sam. viii. 7 that version 
reads, " And Shishak king of Egypt took them when he came up 
against Jerusalem in the days of Rehoboam the son of Solomon ;" 

* Ewald, Hist, of Israel^ I. 139. 
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and in 2 Sam. xiv. 27, " And she [Tamar] became the wife of 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon and bare him Abia." 

{d) But even if these additions are not accepted as part of 
the original text, other indications point to a date not earlier 
than the reign of Rehoboam. The mention of "the kings of 
Judah" in i Sam. xxvii. 6 presupposes the separation of the 
kingdoms. The distinction between Judah and Israel in several 
passages^ has been supposed to point to the same conclusion ; 
but this cannot be pressed as evidence. The division which 
existed in the early part of David's reign was quite sufficient to 
account for it. 

{e) On the other hand there is nothing in the book which 
points to a later date than this : and the conclusion may fairly 
be arrived at that the Book of Samuel was compiled substan- 
tially in its present form soon after the Division of the 
Kingdoms. 

6. Th€ Canonicity of the book has never been questioned. 
Its acceptance in the Christian Church rests upon the fact that 
it formed an integral part of those Jewish Scriptures, which were 
received by our Lord and His Apostles as " given by inspiration 
of God, and profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness." Our Lord appealed to one of 
the narratives contained in it as teaching the great principle 
that the ceremonial law must give way to the law of mercy ^ : the 
Magnificat shews evident familiarity with the Song of Hannah : 
St Peter, St Stephen, and St Paul refer to the history contained 
in it 3. 

7. The historical accuracy of the book is remarkably borne 
out by the internal evidence. It is not to be denied that diffi- 
culties and discrepancies exist, which it is hard, perhaps impos- 
sible to explain or reconcile. But the forcible simplicity and 
grace of the narrative ; the vividness with which the actors in 

* I Sam. xi. 8, xvii. 52, xviii. 16; 2 Sam. ii. 9, 10, iii. 10, v. i — 5, 
xix. 41 — 43, XX. d. 

' Matt. xii. 3, 4; Mk. ii. 15, 16; Lk. vi. 3, 4. Note the phrase, 
" Have ye not read/' a regular formula of reference to the Scrip ture.s. 

' Acts iii. 24, vii. 46, xiii. ao — 33. 
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the various events stand out before us ; the minuteness of detail 
with regard to time and circumstance ; the accurate descriptions 
of places^ ; all agree to confirm the conclusion arrived at in § 4, 
that the greater part of the work is derived from the testimony 
of eyewitnesses and contemporaries, and in many cases handed 
down to us in their actual words. The apparent inconsistencies 
are in fact an evidence that the compiler faithfully embodied the 
authorities he consulted, instead of harmonizing them into what 
might have seemed a more consistent whole. 

8. The text of the book presents some interesting problems. 
Our materials for determining the text are : 

(d) The Hebrew MSS, most of which are not older than the 
tenth and eleventh centuries A.D. They all present substan- 
tially the same text Two points must be mentioned in order to 
explain some of the notes, (i) Hebrew was originally written 
without vowels, except such long vowels as are represented by 
consonants. The present elaborate vowel system, stereotyping 
a traditional pronunciation and reading of the Old Testament, 
was not reduced to writing till about the seventh or eighth 
century A.D. (2) In some passages the traditional method of 
reading (Qrt) did not agree with the consonants of the written 
text (Kthtbh). In such cases the scribes did not alter the text, 
but appended a note giving the consonants to be read with the 
vowels shewn in the text. 

ip) The Versions. Of these the oldest and most valuable 
is the Greek Version commonly called the Seftuagint 
(Sept. or LXX), or Version of the Seventy Elders, because 
it was long believed to have been made by seventy or seventy- 
two elders despatched from Jerusalem to Alexandria at the 
request of Ptolemy Philadelphus. But the document on which 
the story with its embellishments rests is now known to be a 
forgery, and all that can be asserted about the origin of the 
Septuagint is that it was made (i) at Alexandria, (2) at different 
times and by different hands, (3) during the third and second 
centuries B.a, (4) before written vowel-points had been added 

^ Remarkably confirmed by the recent surveys of Palestine. See e. g. 
the notes on i Sam. xiv. 4, xvii. 3. 
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to the text The reference in Ecclus. xlvi. 19 to the Sept ver- 
sion of I Sam. xii. 3 (see note there) proves that this part of the 
version was in existence before 150 B. a 

The two most important MSS. of the LXX containing the 
book of Samuel are the Alexandrine MS. (denoted by the letter 
A) written in the fifth century, and now preserved in the British 
Museum; and the Vatican MS. (denoted by the letter B) 
assigned to the fourth century, and preserved in the Vatican 
Library at Rome. The text of the former in the Book of 
Samuel has been corrected for the most part to agree with the 
existing Hebrew text : that of the latter differs considerably 
from it, and although disfigured by mistakes, glosses, marginal 
notes inserted in the text by ignorant scribes, and similar 
defects, appears to preserve evidence for an original text older 
and in some places more correct than the existing Hebrew 
recension \ 

That the Hebrew text of Samuel is by no means free from 
errors is clear from internal considerations and from a com- 
parison of the passages which exist in duplicate elsewhere. 
These, with the exception of i Sam. xxxL (=1 Chr. x. i — 12) 
belong to the Second Book, and need not be enumerated here. 
The principal readings in which the Septuagint differs from 
the Hebrew are mentioned in the notes, partly with a view to 
the criticism of the text, partly to exhibit the form of the text 
which was current in a great part of the Christian Church for 
many centuries after its first foundation. 

This Version, with all its defects, must be of the greatest 
interest: (i) as preserving evidence for the text far more ancient 
than the oldest Hebrew MSS.: (2) as the means by which the 
Greek language was wedded to Hebrew thought, and the way 
prepared for the New Testament: (3) because it is the source 
of the great majority of the quotations made from the O. T. 
by the writers of the N. T. : (4) because it was the version in 
which the O. T. was studied by the fathers of the Eastern 
Church, and indirectly by those of the Western, imtil Jerome's 

^ The most important instance in which the Septuagint differs from 
the Hebrew text is discussed in Note vi. p. 341. 
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new translation (the Vulgate) superseded the Old Latin versions 
made from the Septuagint 

Next to the Septuagint must be mentioned the Chaldee or 
Aramaic Version known as the Targum^ of Jonathan Ben 
UzziEL. This was probably not reduced to writing before the 
middle of the fourth century A. D., though based on much earlier 
oral translations. It is for the most part an accurate version ; 
but in some passages it becomes a loose paraphrase, interspersed 
with comment, illustration, and fragments of Jewish tradition. 
A translation of the Targum jof Hannah's Song is given in 
Note III. p. 236 as an example of this style of paraphrase. 

Second in importance only to the LXX. is the Vulgate 
(Versio vulgata) or Latin Version made by St Jerome (Hiero- 
nymus) directly from the Hebrew. This great work was com- 
menced by him about the year A. D. 389 when he was already 
sixty years of age, and took fourteen years to complete. The 
Books of Samuel and Kings were the part first issued. It is a 
valuable evidence for the state of the Hebrew text in the fourth 
century, and proves that that text has suffered comparatively 
little change since. Many of the variations found in the editions 
of the Vulgate are really interpolations from the Old Latin 
Version, which as mentioned above was made from the LXX. 
Jerome's work "remained for eight centuries the bulwark of 
Western Christianity ; and as a monument of ancient linguistic 
power the translation of the O. T. stands unrivalled and unique." 

^ Targum signifies interpretation or translation. 
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CHAPTER IL 

ANALYSIS OF THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

PART L 
The Closb of the Theocracy : i. — vit. 

DiYisiON I. The early life of Bamnei : 1.— Iv. 1 a. 

Section i. SamuePs birth and infancy, 

(i) Samuers parents 1.1 — 8. 

(1) Hannah's prayer and its answer i. 9 — 20. 

(3) Samuel's dedication i. a 1—38. 

(4) Hannah's Song of Thanksgiving ii. i — n. 

Section 1. Samtul at Shiloh, 

(i) The faithless priests li. n — 17. 

(a) Samuel's ministry in the Tabernacle ii. 1 8 — 2 1 . 

(3) Eli's fruitless expostulations with his sons ii. aa — 26. 

(4) The doom of Eli's house and the calling 

of a feithfiil priest foretold by the man of 

God ii. 37 — 36. 

(5) The call of Samuel iii. i — 10. 

(6) The message to Eli iii. 11 — 18. 

(7) Samuel established as a prophet iii. 19 — iv. i a. 

Note (a) the contrast throughout between Samuel and the sons^of 
Eli ; (^) Samuel's steady growth; {f) Eli's weak though amiable cha- 
racter; (^ the decay of religion. 

Division IL Tbe period of national dlsaeter : Iv. 1 1>— tU. 1. 

Section i. Judgment on the nation and the house of Eli, 

(i) Defeat of the army and loss of the ark iv. i b — 1 1. 

(3) The doom of Eli's house. 

(a) Death of Eli's sons iv. ii. 

\b) Death of Eli iv. n— 18. 

(r) Death of Eli's daughter- in-law it. 1 9 — a 9. 

L SAMUEL 2 
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Section a. The Ark of God, 

(i) Chastisement of the Philistines v. i — 12. 

(a) Their resolution to restore the Ark vi. i — 9. 

(3) Return of the Ark vL 10—18. 

(4) The penalty of irreverence vi. 19, ao. 

(5) Settlement of the Ark at Kirjath Jearim vi. 31 — vii. i. 

Note (a) the punishments of sin ; {p) Jehovah's defence of His Ark ; 
[f) religious apathy of the people; (^ no mention of Samuel in this 
period. 

Division III. The official llf!a of Samnd as Judge : vii. 2 — ^17. 

(i) National repentance and reformation vii. 3 — 6. 

(a) Rout of the Philistines at Ebenezer vii. 7 — i a. 

(3) Summary account of Samuel's judicial activity vii. 13 — 17. 

Note (a) the brevity of this account, because the narrative is hastening 
on to Samuel's chief work ; [b) restoration of religious, political, social 
life implied, though not fully recorded ; (r) Samuel the last of the 
Judges. 

PART n. 

The Foundation of the Monarchy i viii — xxxi. 

Division I. The appointment of the first King : tUL— x. 

Section i. The demand for a king, 

(i) Misgovemment of Samuel's sons, and con- 
sequent request of the people viii. i — 5. 

(a) Jehovah's answer viii. 6 — 9. 

(3) Description of an Oriental Despot viii. 10 — 18. 

(4) Persistence of the people in their request viii. 19 — 32. 

Section 3. The private choice of Saul by Samuel, 

(i) Saul's genealogy ix. i, 3. 

(3) His search for the asses ix. 3 — 10. 

(3) He inquires for Samuel ix. 11 — 14. 

(4) He is entertained by Samuel ix. 15 — 24. 

(5) He is anointed by Samuel, and promised three 

signs in confirmation of his call ix. 25 — x. 8. 

(6) Fulfilment of the signs x. 9 — 16. 
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Sections. The dection of Saul by hi at Mi%peh. 

(i) The assembly at Mizpeh x. 17 — 19. 

(3) Saul chosen by lot x. 90— 33. 

(3) Installation of Saul as king x. 14^17. 

Note (a) Samuel's self-abnegation ; {p) the wilfulness of the people ; 
(c) the king after the people's heart. 

Division II. BaiU's reign till Ills rejeotton : zL— zr. 

Section I. Tlu establishment of SauPs kingdom. 

(i) Defeat of the Ammonites under the leader- 
ship of Saul xi. I — II. 

(2) Confirmation of Saul as king at Gilgal xi. 11 — 15. 

(3) Samuel's farewell conference with the people 

in which he 
{a) asserts his official integrity xii. i — 5. 

(b) rebukes the people for their faithless- 

ness xii. 6 — XI. 

(c) offers warning and encouragement for 

the future xii. 13 — 35. 

Section 9. The war of indepeiuUnce, 

(i) The revolt firom the Philistines xiii. i — 7. 

(a) Saul's disobedience and its penalty xiii. 8 — 14. 

(3) The Philistine invasion xiii. 15 — 18. 

(4) The disarmament of the Israelites xiii. 1 9 — 13. 

(5) Jonathan's exploit at Michmash xiv. i — 15. 

(6) Rout of the Philistines xiv. 16 — 23. 

(7) Saul's rash oath and its consequences xiv. 34 — 46. 

Section 3. Summary account ofSauTs reign. 

(i) His wars xiv. 47, 48. 

(9) His family xiv. 49 — 53. 

Section 4. TTu rejection of Saul. 

(i) The commission to destroy Amalek xv. i — 9. 

(a) The penalty of disobedience xv. 10—33. 

(3) The kingdom rent from Saul xv. 94 — 31. 

(4) The execution of Agag xv. 33, 33. 

(5) Samuel's parting from Saul xv. 34, 35. 

2 — a 
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Note {a) the gradual development of Saul's wilfulness; (i) Saul's 
superstitious formalism; {c) the miserable condition of the nation; (d) 
Samuel's continued prophetic labours. 

Division III. The decline of Saul and the rise of David: 
xvl* — ml. 

Section i. David chosen as SauTs successor, 

( 1 ) Samuel's mission to Bethlehem xvi. i — 5. 

(«) The family of Jesse xvi. 6 — 11. 

(3) David anointed by Samuel xvi. 19, 13. 

Section a. Davufs introduction to the court. 

([) Saul troubled by an evil spirit xvi. 14 — 18. 

(2) David summoned to soothe him with music... xvi. 19 — 23. 

Section 3. David's advancement, 

(i) The Philistine invasion xvii. i — 3. 

(2) The challenge of Goliath xviL 4 — 11. 

^£(3) David's errand to the camp xvii. i« — 31.J 

(4) David volunteers to fight the giant xvii. 32 — 37. 

(5) The victory of Faith xvii. 38 — 51. 

(6) The flight of the Philistines xvii. 52 — 54. 

[(7) Saul's inquiry about David xvii. 55 — 58.J 

[(8) Jonathan's friendship for David xviii. i — 5. J 

(9) The celebration of the victory xviii. 6 — 9. 

Section 4. Sauts growing jealousy of David. 

[(i) Saul's attempt on David's life xviii. 10, ii.J 

(2) David's promotion and popularity xviii. i a — 16. 

[(3) Saul offers his daughter Merab to David xviii. 17 — 19.J 

(4) Saul's treacherous design against David's life. 

David's marriage with Michal xviii. 20—30. 

(5) Saul's purpose to kill David xix. i — 3. 

(6) Jonathan's intercession xix. 4 — 7. 

(7) Saul's attempt on David's life xix. 8 — 11. 

(8) David's escape by the aid of Michal xix. 12 — 17. 

(9) David's flight to Ramah. Saul's pursuit xix. 18 — 24. 

(10) David's consultation with Jonathan xx. i — 10. 

(11) Renewal of the covenant between David and 

Jonathan xx. 11 — 23. 

1 On the sections in brackets see Note vi. p. 241. 
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(to) Saul's intention tested by Jonathan xx. H'~'34* 

(13) The parting between Jonathan and David ...xx. 35—41. 

Section 5. Davufs outlaw lift. 

(i) David's flight 

(0) to Nob xxi. 1—9. 

(b) to (Jath xxi. 10—15. 

(3) David with his followers 

(fl) in the cave of Adullam xxii. i, «. 

{b) in Moab xxii. 3, 4. 

(c) in thelandof Jiidah xxii. 5. 

(3) Saul's vengeance on the priests of Nob xxii. 6 — 19. 

Abiathar's flight to David xxii. 20—23. 

(4) David's rescue of Keilah xxiii. i — 6. 

Intended treachery of the Keilites xxiii. 7 — 15. 

(5) David's last meeting with Jonathan xxiii. 16 — 18. 

(6) David in the wilderness of Ziph 

(a) betn^ed by the Ziphites xxiii. 19 — 94. 

(b) providentially escapes from Saul xxiii. 25 — 38. 

(7) David at Engedi xxiii. 39. 

(a) He spares Saul's life in the cave xxiv. i — 8. 

(b) He protests his innocence xxiv. 9 — 15. 

{c) Saul's momentary remorse xxiv. 16 — aa. 

(8) Samuel's death and burial xxv. i. 

(9) Nabal and Abigail. 

{a) Nabal's churlish folly xxv. 2 — 13. 

(b) Abigail's timely prudence xxv. 14 — 35. 

{c) The death of Nabal ..^...xxv. 36—38. 

{d) Abigail's marriage to David xxv. 39 — 44. 

(10) Saul's fresh pursuit of David. 

{a) Treachery of the Ziphites xxvi. i — 4. 

{b) Saul's life again spared by David ...xxvi. 5 — 12. 

(c) David's final expostulation with Saul xxvi. 13 — 25. 

(11) David as a Philistine vassal. 

(a) His flight to Achish xxvii. i — 4. 

(b) His residence at Ziklag xxvii. 5 — 7. 

{c) Hisraids on the neighbouring tribes... xxvii. 8 — 12. 

Note (a) David's providential escapes; {b) his growing power and 
influence; (c) his generosity towards Saul; (^ Saul's continuous harden- 
ing. 
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Section 6. The last scenes of Sauts life, 

(i) The Philistine master xxviii. i, i. 

(a) Saul resorts to the witch of Endor xxviii. 3 — 25. 

(3) David's dismissal from the Philistine army ...xxix. i— 11. 

(4) David finds Ziklag plundered xxx. i — 6. 

(tf) The pursuit xxx. 7 — 15. 

iff) The rescue xxx. 16—20. 

{c) The distribution of the spoil xxx. 21 — 31. 

(5) The battle of Gilboa. 

(a) Death of Saul and his sons xxxi. i — 6. 

(^) Exposure of their bodies xxxi. 7 — 10. 

{c) Their rescue and burial by the men of 

Jabesh xxxi. 11 — 13. 

Note («) Saul's final desertion by Jehovah; [p) David's providential 
escape from a perilous dilemma. 



CHAPTER III. 
THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

1. The period covered by the First Book of Samuel is little 
less than a century. It nearly coincides with the life of Samuel, 
whose death did not long precede that of SauL There is no 
systematic chronology, and the arrangement of the dates de- 
pends in great measure upon conjecture. 

2. The earlier part of the period coincides with part of the 
Book of Judges. The 20 years of Samson's judgeship Qud. xv. 
20) may have been simultaneous with the last 20 years of Eli's 
life, and in all probability the Philistine oppression of 40 years 
mentioned in Jud. xiii. i was that which was brought to an end 
by the battle of Ebenezer (i Sam. vii. 12, 13). 

3. Samuel's judgeship must have lasted some time, and a 
further period must be allowed for the development of his sons' 
misgovernment. His life lasted till nearly the end of Saul's 
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reign. David's flight to Naioth (i Sam. xix. 18 ff.) cannot have 
been many years before the battle of Gilboa. 

4. If the 40 years named by St PauU in Acts xiii. 21 is to 
be taken as a trustworthy Jewish tradition of the length of SauVs 
reign (or that of his dynasty, Saul 32^+Ishbosheth 7^), a con- 
siderable period at the beginning of Saul's reign roust be passed 
over in silence. Even if a shorter reign is assumed, this is 
probably the case. 

(a) David was 30 years old at his accession (2 Sam. v. 4). 
He cannot have been much less than 20 when he fought with 
Goliath, so that about 10 years is all that can be assigned to 
the period of SauFs reign after David's introduction. We may 
conjecture that 4 years were spent in Saul's service, and 4 years 
in outlaw life. He was 16 months in Philistia (i Sam. xxvii. 7), 
and perhaps a short time elapsed between Saul's death and his 
coronation at Hebron. 

{b) Saul appears to have been a young man at the time of 
his election. But in the Philistine war of chaps, xiii., xiv., his son 
Jonathan is already a trusted warrior (i Sam. xiii. 2), 20 years 
old at least. The impression produced by the narrative is that 
he was not much older than David, and this is corroborated by 
the fact that his son Mephibosheth was only 5 years old at the 
time of his death (2 Sam. iv. 4). 

The natural inference is that a period of at least 10 or 15 
years is passed over in silence between ch. ix. and ch. xiii. 

This interval allows time for the development of Saul's 
character. It would be strange indeed that he should at once 
flatly disobey the prophet to whom he owed his elevation 
(i Sam. xiii. 8 ff".) : but if some time had elapsed since his 
election, the act becomes much more intelligible. 

5. Those who place the events of i Sam. xiii., xiv., at the 
beginning of Saul's reign, must assume that he was at least 40 
years old at his accession, and that his reign did not last more 
than 20 years at the most 

* Josephus, Ant. vi. 14. 9, makes the same statement, adding how- 
ever that he reigned 18 years during the lifetime of Samuel, and ^2 
years after his death, which does not agree with the facts of the history. 
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6. The following table is suggested as a conjectural arrange- 
ment of the dates, reckoning back from 1055 as the date of 
David's accession. 



B.C. 



Birth of Samuel 

Call of Samuel at the age of 12 

Death of Eli . 

Philistine oppression (i Sam. vii. i) 

Samuel's judgeship ( ? 18 years) 

Rule of Samuel's sons ( ? 10 years) 

Saul's election .... 

David's anointing 

Samuel's death, at the age of 90 



1 149 

"37 
. (?) 1 127 

1 1 27 — 1 107 

1 107 — 1089 

1089 — 1079 

1079 
1065 

. (?)io59 
1055 

s reign. If the longer 



Saul's death and David's accession . 

Only 24 years are here assigned to Saul 
period of 32 or 40 years is taken, it must be done by curtailing 
the judgeship of Samuel and his sons, or by placing Samuel's 
birth earlier and lengthening his life. His death cannot be 
placed earlier, for the reasons pointed out in § 3. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE PLACE OF THE BOOKS OF SAMUEL IN THE HISTORY OF 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

I. The Old Testament differs from ordinary histories (i) in 
its subject^ because it is the history of the special training and 
discipline of God's chosen people : (2) in its method^ because it 
is " a history of facts as God sees them referred to their true 
centre in Him, explained by His dealings with men, and His 
workings within them^ :" or, in other words, its writers were 
inspired by God the Holy Ghost to discern the true signi- 
ficance of events, and to relate such parts of the national 



^ Barry's Introduction to the Old Testament^ p. 45. 
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history as should truly set forth the gradual evolution of God's 
purpose towards His peopled 

2. The Old Testament is the history of a dispensation which 
was partial, progressive, preparatory. It can only be rightly 
understood in view of the great fact to which it looked forward. 
It must be studied as the record of the Divine Preparation for 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, which is the central event 
of the world's history, the hope of all humanity, the final revela- 
tion of God to the world*. " It does not simply contain pro- 
phecies of Christ: it is from first to last a prophecy of Him." 

3. This preparation included three main elements which 
must be carefully traced in each successive epoch of Jewish 
history : (i) the discipline and training of the chosen nation of 
Israel that it might be "the home^" to which in ''the fulness of the 
times'* God might send His Son* ; and the instrument by which 
the knowledge of God might be communicated to the world at 
large": (ii) the gradual development under the various types of 
Priest, Prophet, and King, of the expectation of a Deliverer 
who should unite in himself all these offices, and be at once 
a Mediator, a Teacher, a Monarch : (iii) God's progressive re- 
velation of Himself, ''in many parts and in many fashions V 
that men might at length be enabled to recognise " the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ'." 

We must examine how the period which we have to study in this 
book contributed to the preparation in each of these respects. 

4. (i) The book of Samuel is the record of a most critical 
epoch in the training of the nation of Israel. To understand 
its significance a brief survey of their whole history is necessary. 

1 According to the Jewish arrangement the books of the Old Testa- 
ment are divided into three classes : The Law, the Prophets, and the 
Writings : a division which is already recognised in the words of the 
prolc^e to Ecclesiasticus (about B.C. 151), "the law, and the pro- 
phets, and the rest of the books ;" and in Lk. xxiv. 44. It should be 
remembered that the so-called " historical books " of Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel, and Kings belong to the second group, and are entitlea " The 
Former Prophets." True history is prophecy. 

' There is a most suggestive sketch of the Preparation for Christianity 
in chap. I. of Prof. Westcott's Gospel of the Resurrection, 

» John i. II, e/s rd fata. * Gal. iv. 4. " John iv. aa. 

• Heb. i. I, iroXv/ie/)«j koX iro\vTp6Tr<as, ' 1 Cor. iv. 6. 
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Three great periods must be distinguished in the history of 
Israel; the Theocracy, the Monarchy, the Hierarchy; corre- 
sponding in some degree to the three divisions of the Old 
Testament, the Law, the Prophets, the Writings. 

(a) The Theocracy, The history of the Jewish nation begins 
with Abraham, the friend of God, the father of the faithful, 
*'the ancestor of all nations which have held a monotheistic 
belief practically." With him and with his family was made 
the first covenant of promise. In Egypt the family became a 
nation. The stem discipline of toil and suffering in the presence 
of their common enemy bound them together. The great signs 
and wonders of the Exodus declared their high destiny. At Sinai 
the covenant made with their forefathers was renewed, confirmed, 
and amplified to the nation. The Law was given as a schoolmaster 
for the childhood of the new-born nation, "a kind of external con- 
science" to train it to obedience. The Israelites entered Canaan, 
and the first part of the promise to Abraham was fulfilled. 

But for a long time the nation seemed to make no progress. 
The period which intervened between the Entry into Canaan 
and the Life of Samuel was a time of anarchy and apostasy. 
The Book of Judges is a record of two centuries of national 
disintegration and religious declension. It was necessary, 
humanly speaking, in order that they might learn their weak- 
ness. They were unable as yet to bear the pure Theocracy, the 
direct government of God without the intervention of an earthly 
ruler. Some visible bond must be found to unite into a solid 
mass the scattered tribes which could not as yet be firmly bound 
together into one by the invisible tie of a common allegiance 
to Jehovah. Material and political means must prepare the 
way for the spiritual and religious end. Otherwise the nation 
must cease to exist, ground to pieces between the enemies which 
surrounded it on all sides. In order to make solid advance, 
retrogression was inevitable. 

At this critical juncture God raised up Samuel, " a prophet 
second only to Moses," to guide the nation through this crisis 
in its existence, and effect the transition to the second stage of 
its education. 
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(fi) The Monarchy, The sovereignty of a visible monarch 
was a declension from the ideal of the Theocracy. Yet a king 
might have been given by God in His own time as a necessary 
factor in the training of the nation. But the demand for a king, 
as made by the Israelites at this period, was the direct outcome 
of faithlessness. It was a defection from God. Nevertheless 
the request was granted. God first gave them a king according 
to their own ideal, that bitter experience might teach them 
lessons they would not otherwise learn : and then a king " after 
His own heart,*' a true representative of the Kingdom of God. 
In his hands such a monarchy as we may conceive might have 
been asked for without sin, fulfilled important purposes by 
consolidating the scattered tribes into a body strong enough 
to maintain its independence, thus saving the nation from 
destruction, and preserving it to fulfil its great destiny of bless- 
ing to the world. 

{c) The Hierarchy at length took the place of the Monarchy 
and resumed the ideal of Theocracy. When the Kingdom fell, 
and the discipline of the Captivity had done its work, "the unity 
of a Church succeeded to the unity of a nation." The voice of 
prophecy ceased. In the absence of new revelations, the people 
pondered on the past, till at length '* the time was fulfilled, and 
the Kingdom of God came." 

5. (ii) In what respects did the period we have to study 
contribute to the formation and development of the Messianic 
expectation ? The Law with its elaborate ritual of sacrifice had 
pointed forward to One who should be at once Priest and 
Victim, and make atonement for the sin of man. Now the 
Kingdom turned the national thoughts to the hope of a King 
who should reign in righteousness, and *' have dominion from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth \" 
The kingdom of David and Solomon was a type of the king- 
dom of that Son of David to whom in the fulness of time 
was given in a spiritual reality the throne of His father David'^. 

^ Ps. Ixxii. 7, 8. Psalms ii., xlv., Ixxii., ex. should be studied as 
illustrating the growth of the Messianic Hope in connexion with the 
kingdom. ^ Lk. i. 32, 33. 
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It is in the book of Samuel that the title of Messiah, the LORD'S . 
Anointed, the Christ, is first applied to the king^, whose visible 
majesty kindled prophetic hopes of a glorious future. 

6. (iii) It remains to inquire how God's revelation of Him- 
self was carried forward in this period, (^i) One result of the 
establishment of the kingdom was the building of the Temple. 
As the king was a visible representative of the Divine govern- 
ment, so a centralised sanctuary testified to the unity of Him 
whom Israel worshipped, and both combined to present spiritual 
ideas in a fixed and definite shape. Monotheism was not, as 
has sometimes been wrongly said, an instinct of the Semitic 
races. The repeated idolatries of the Jewish nation prove the 
contrary. Only through long discipline and with constant 
relapses was the lesson learnt. The period of the Monarchy 
taught this truth in a visible and material manner, and when 
once learnt it was afterwards spiritualised by the destruction of 
the visible Monarchy and the discipline of the Captivity. 

(d) Closely connected with the establishment of the Monarchy 
was the institution of the Prophetic Order. This was Samuel's 
second great legacy to his nation. By the agency of the pro- 
phets the Will of Jehovah was made known to men; new 
revelations of His character and His claims were communi- 
cated; the spiritual meaning of the Law was interpreted^. 

(c) In this period was deepened the consciousness of the 
individual's personal relation to God. The intimate communing 
with Him in prayer and praise, which is characteristic of the 
Psalms of David, marks a new advance in the relation of man 
to God. Now was laid the foundation of that Psalter in which 
for all succeeding time men have found the expression and the 
echo of their deepest thoughts and highest aspirations. 

7. To sum up briefly, the Monarchy preserved the existence 
of the nation, foreshadowed the kingdom of the Messiah, wit- 
nessed to the reality of the Divine government At the same 

* I Sam. ii. 10, where the Septuagint has xf^arfn. The same word 
both in Heb. and Greek is applied to the high-prUst in Lev. iv. 5, 16, 
vi. VI' 

^ See further in chap. vi. 



INTRODUCTION. 29 



time Prophecy and Psalmody interpreted the past, spiritualised 
the present, stimulated hope for the future. 



CHAPTER V 

THE LIFE AND WORK OF SAMUEL. 

1. The Book of Judges closes with the significant remark, 
"In those days there was no king in Israel : every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes " (Jud. xxi. 25). The Book of 
Samuel opens with the birth of the Prophet who was raised up 
by the Providence of God to usher in a new regime which 
should reduce this chaos to order. Eli appears on the scene 
only so far as he is connected with the early life of Samuel. 

2. Samuel's childhood saw the period of Jewish history 
which Josephus calls the Theocracy, closed with the overthrow 
of the Sanctuary at Shiloh*. The characteristics of the age of 
the Judges, with which that period ended, have been noticed 
above (ch. iv. § 4). It had been clearly demonstrated that the 
people were as yet unfit for so lofty a form of government. If 
the national life was to continue, a change must be effected. 
Samuel was the divinely appointed instrument of that change. 

3. (i) The Preparation, The son given in answer to 
Hannah's prayers was dedicated to Jehovah before his birth. 
The training for his life-work began from his infancy. As soon 
as he could leave his mother, he was placed in Eli's charge at 
the Tabernacle in Shiloh. The holy childhood of the boy who 
"grew on, and was in favour both with the Lord and also with 
men " was a strange contrast and a sharp rebuke to the scenes 
of shame which desecrated the sanctuary. At the age of twelve 
(according to tradition) he received his first revelation from 
Jehovah, the stem message of doom against his foster-father's 
guilty house. The blow felL The disastrous battle of Aphek 

^ As the fall of the Monarchy coincided with the destruction of the 
First Temple, and the final dispersion of the nation with that of the 
Second Temple. See Stanley's Lectures^ I. 328. 
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brought Israel once more under the Philistine yoke. The Ark 
was captured, and though sent back after a brief interval, 
remained unnoticed in a private house. The twenty years 
which followed are a blank in the history of the nation. The 
people appear to have abandoned themselves to despair, and 
sought a vain refuge in the worship of Baalim and Ashtaroth. 
During those twenty years God was training Samuel to be the 
Deliverer of His people. "All Israel from Dan to Beersheba 
knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the 
Lord." 

4. (ii) The Reformation. At length he broke the lethargy 
of despair, and summoned the nation to repent and return 
unto the Lord with all their hearts. He assembled them at 
Mizpah, and in one of those acts of intercession for which his 
name was famous^, he besought the Lord to pardon them. 
The Philistines, suspecting rebellion, marched against them. 
God once more fought for Israel, and the Stone of Help be- 
tween Mizpah and Shen attested to posterity that the Lord's 
Presence was once more among His people. 

Now commenced Samuel's Judgeship. He established law, 
and order, and regular religious worship^ in the land. No 
breath of slander could impeach the integrity of his adminis- 
tration. He has been called the Jewish Aristides. 

5. (iii) The Foundation of the Kingdom, But his sons 
brought disgrace upon their father's age. Alleging their 
misconduct as the ostensible motive, the people came to 
Samuel and demanded a king. He felt that it was an act 
of ingratitude to himself : still more keenly did he feel that it 
was an act of unfaithfulness to Jehovah. In this strait he 
prayed for counsel. The answer came, " Make them a king." 
Why that sinful request was granted has been discussed above 
(ch. iv. § 4 b). Here we are concerned with Samuel's conduct 
It was a proof of his true greatness. Sharp as was the conflict 
of feeling when the request was made, as soon as he learned 
what the will of God was, he cheerfully obeyed it Without 

^ Ps. xdx. 6. See note on ch. vii. 5. ' Cp. i Chr. ix. 33. 
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murmuring or questioning he acquiesced in being the instru- 
ment of his own deposition. He accepted the truth that 

"The old order changeth, yielding place to new, 
And God fulfils Himself in many ways," 

and prepared to guide the nation through this crisis of its history. 
So quietly was the change effected, that we scarcely realise the 
importance of the i?\ovement which developed the tribal con- 
federacy of Israel into a regularly constituted monarchy. 

6. (iv) Samuel as prophet-counsellor. Though Samuel had 
resigned his office of judge, he did not cease to exercise his 
function of prophet. He still stood by Saul to convey to him 
the messages of God, to counsel, to admonish, to rebuke. It 
must have been a bitter disappointment to watch that heroic 
heart with the seeds of so much that was noble and brave and 
hopeful, marred by growing self-will and impatience of restraint, 
from the first failure at Gilgal to the crowning act of diso- 
bedience in the matter of Amalek. He ceased not to intercede 
for Saul ; he mourned for Saul : till at length he was sent to 
anoint a worthier successor to the king who had been tried 
and found wanting. 

7. The establishment of the kingdom was but half the 
legacy which Samuel left to Israel The age of the monarchy 
was to be the age of the prophets. From the time of Samuel 
onwards* till the voice of prophecy ceased with Malachi there 
was a regular succession of prophets, maintained by the institu- 
tions commonly known as the Schools of the Prophets. The 
character of these bodies, and the influence of the Prophets upon 
the nation, are discussed in Chapter vi. 

8. Samuel, although only a Levite and not a Priest, per- 
formed priestly functions. He constantly offered sacrifice, and 
that in various places, though th^ Law prescribed that sacrifice 
should be offered by the priests and in one place only. This 
double anomaly is to be explained (f^ by the exceptional 
character of Samuel's commission, and {p) by the exceptional 

* "All the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after" (Acts 
iii. 34) • 
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circumstances of the age. (^i) The sins of Eli's sons had so 
degraded the priesthood, that Samuel received an extraordinary 
commission to supersede the priesthood for a time. From the 
battle of Aphek till the middle of Saul's reign ^ we do not so 
much as hear of a priest. The prerogative of Aaron's family 
was in abeyance, and the high-priest's place was practically 
taken by Samuel*, {b) The existence of numerous places for 
religious worship was a result of the abandonment of Shiloh. 
The old centre ceased to exist with the fall of the old order of 
things (cp. § 2) ; the choice of a new one would have been 
premature before the new kingdom was firmly established. 

9. Samuel passed to his rest in a good old age, followed by 
the universal reverence of the nation. "All the Israelites," says 
the narrative with peculiar emphasis, "were gathered together 
and lamented him'." "All had known him — the tall figure, 
mantle-clad, the long white locks, the reverend countenance — 
they should see them no more ; no more hear that voice of wise 
counsel and of brave rebuke. Another mighty one had passed 
away ; one who, like Moses and Joshua, had inaugurated a new 
dispensation ; he too was gone — the great prophet, the gifted 
seer, the upright judge, the inspired hero, he had passed away : 
the very heart of the nation sighed out its loving, weeping 
requiem*.* 

10. So passed away one of the preeminent " Heroes of He- 
brew History." The last representative of the old Judges, the 
first of the regular succession of Prophets, the inaugurator of 
the new monarchy, he occupied the most trying of all positions, 
to stand between the Old and the New, and to mediate success- 
fully between them. He lived from one age into another, and 
threw his full sympathy — most difficult of achievements — into 
the wants of both periods. " Because in him the various parts 
of his life hung together without any abrupt transition ; because 
in him 'the child was father of the man,' and his days had 
been ' bound each to each by natural piety,' therefore he was 

^ From I Sam. iv. to xiv. 3. ' See note on 1 Sam. ii. 35. 

' I Sam. XXV. i. 

* Wilberforce's Heroes of Hebrew History ^ p. 227. 
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specially ordained to bind together the broken links of two 
diverging epochs^." 

His sublime figure stands out in the pages of Holy Writ as a 
signal example of Faith, of Patience, of Integrity, of Self-sacri- 
fice, through a long and trying career, fulfilling the promise of 
those early days in Shiloh when '^he grew on, and was in favour 
both with the Lord, and also with men." 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE PROPHETIC ORDER*. 

1. Samuel was the Founder of the Prophetic Order. Indi- 
viduals in previous ages had been endowed with prophetic gifts, 
but with Samuel commenced the regular succession of prophets' 
which lasted all through the period of the Monarchy, and did 
not cease until after the Captivity. The degeneracy into which 
the Priesthood had fallen during the period of the Judges 
demanded the establishment of a new order for the religious 
training of the nation. 

2. For this purpose Samuel founded the institutions known 
as The Schools of the Prophets, The " company of prophets" at 
Gibeah (i Sam. x. 10), and the scene at Ramah described in 
I Sam. xix. 18 ff., imply a regular organization. These societies 
are only definitely mentioned again in connexion with the history 
of Elijah and Elisha^, but doubtless continued to exist in the 
interval. By means of these the Order was maintained. Stu- 
dents were educated, and common religious exercises nurtured 
and developed spiritual gifts (i Sam. xix. 20). But it was not 
all members of the Order who possessed special prophetic gifts ; 

* Stanley's Lectures^ i. 350. 
' See Stanley's LectureSy vol. I., Lect. XIX. 
' Acts iii. 24. 

^ They existed at Bethel (1 Kings ii. 3), Jericho (1 Kings ii. 5), 
Gilgal (a Kings iv. 38). Cp. 1 Kings vi. i , 1. 

I. SAMUEL t 
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nor was it among them only that the gifts of inspiration were 
to be found (Amos vii. 14). 

3. The value of the Prophetic Order to the Jewish nation 
was immense. The prophets were the privy-councillors of kings, 
the historians of the nation, the instructors of the people. It 
was their function to be preachers of righteousness to rich and 
poor alike : to condemn idolatry in the court, oppression among 
the nobles, injustice among the judges, formality among the 
priests. They were the interpreters of the Law, who drew out 
by degrees the spiritual significance which underlay ritual 
observance, and laboured to prevent sacrifice and sabbath and 
festival from becoming dead and unmeaning forms. Strong in 
the unshaken consciousness that they were expressing the 
divine will, they spoke and acted with a fearless courage which 
no threats could daunt or silence. 

Thus they proved a counterpoise to the Despotism of Monar- 
chy and the Formalism of Priesthood. In a remarkable passage 
in his Essay on Representative Government, Mr J. S. Mill 
attributes to their influence the progress which distinguished 
the Jews from other Oriental nations. ** The Jews," he writes, 
"had an absolute monarchy and a hierarchy. These did for 
them what was done for other Oriental races by their institu- 
tions — subdued them to industry and order, and gave them a 
national life. But neither their kings nor their priests ever 
obtained, as in those other countries, the exclusive moulding of 
their character. Their religion gave existence to an inestimably 
precious institution, the Order of Prophets. Under the protec- 
tion, generally though not always effectual, of their sacred 
character, the Prophets were a power in the nation, often more 
than a match for kings and priests, and kept up in that little 
comer of the earth the antagonism of influences which is the 
only real security for continued progress^." 

' Mill's Representative Government^ pp. 41, 42. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SAUL. 

1. "Amongst all the noble creations of Greek poetry there 
is no single figure more vividly portrayed than is that of Saul 
the son of Kish, as he stands before us in the inspired records 
of Israel. 

Every line of his character is as fresh as if he lived yesterday ; 
there is the grand hero-like beauty of his early manhood^ the 
lofty stature, the strong arm, the unflinching nerves, the quick 
eagle-eye of the successful general, the generosity to unworthy 
opponents, which makes success so graceful and imperial com- 
mand so easy to endured" 

2. With picturesque detail the narrative describes the cir- 
cumstances — apparently accidental, really providential — which 
led him into the presence of the great prophet who was com- 
missioned to anoint him to be captain over God's people (i Sam. 
ix. 3). The predicted signs which met him on his homeward 
path indicated that common cares were now to cease (x. 2), 
offered an earnest of the homage that awaited him (x. 3, 4), and 
gave him assurance of divine inspiration to fit him for his new 
calling (x. 5,6; 9—13). 

A formal election by lot ratified the prophet's choice. For a 
brief space the new king returned to his old occupations ; but 
soon the savage threat of Nahash goaded him to action, and 
the rescue of Jabesh confirmed his title to the kingdom. In 
a second assembly at Gilgal his reign was inaugurated afresh 
with solemn ceremony (xi. 15). 

3. It seems most probable that we have no record of the 
first part of Saul's reign, and that it was not until ten or fifteen 
years had elapsed, that the war of independence against the 
Philistines begaa In it there appear aU too plainly the signs 
of that rashness and self-will which proved his ruin, (a) At 

^ Wilberforce's Heroes of Hebrew History^ p. 219. 

3—2 



36 INTRODUCTION. 



the outset in defiance of SamueFs express command he failed 
to wait for his arrival at Gilgal to sanction the commencement 
of the war. Wherein lay the sin of this conduct ? It was a 
forgetfulness from whom he held and for whom he wielded all 
his power. It was a transgression of the fundamental principle 
of the new monarchy, that the king was to be subject to the 
will of God as communicated by the Prophet. It was the act of 
a superstition which inverted the true order, and reckoned 
sacrifice better than obedience, (p) Later on his rash vow on the 
battle-field nearly cost Jonathan his life, hindered the effectual 
pursuit of the Philistines, and tempted the people into sin. 

4. The warlike character of his whole reign is proved by the 
brief summary given in i Sam. xiv. 47. But only those wars are 
related at length which bear directly on the history of his own 
downfall and the rise of David. 

The warning of Gilgal was unheeded, and when the crowning 
trial of his life came in the commission to smite Amalek, he 
failed miserably. The sentence which discrowned him was 
pronounced, and from that day forward the clouds began to 
thicken round his path. "The Spirit of the LORD departed 
from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him" 
(i Sam. xvi. 14). 

5. At this juncture David was brought to court to soothe 
Saul's madness by his minstrelsy. The presence of one in 
whom as the years went on he could not fail to recognise the 
" man after God's own heart '* who was to succeed to his throne, 
aggravated the disease. At one moment the demon of passion 
would gain the mastery, and a murderous hatred for the son of 
Jesse possess his mind ; at another his generous and loving 
nature reasserted itself, and he saw in David a loyal servant 
and an affectionate son-in-law. But the madness grew worse. 
In his ungovernable fury he slew the priests of God, and mas- 
sacred the Gibeonites, to whom the faith of Israel had been 
plighted. David was driven from his home to range as an 
outlaw in the mountains, and finally compelled to take refuge 
in the court of a heathen prince. 

6. At length the end came. Deserted by God, Saul became 
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the prey of dark superstition, and sought counsel from one of 
those necromancers whom in his early zeal he had striven to 
extirpate. '*A11 human history has failed to record a despair 
deeper or more tragic than his, who having forsaken God, and 
being of God forsaken, is now seeking to move hell since heaven 
is inexorable to him; and infinitely guilty as he is, there is 
something unutterably pathetic in that yearning of the dis- 
anointed king now in his utter desolation to change words once 
more with the friend and counsellor of his youth ; and if he 
must hear his doom, to hear it from no other lips but his^" 
The last scene on Gilboa, when 

" In the lost battle borne down by the flying, 
Where mingles war's rattle with the groans of the dying,** 

the once brave hero's heart fails him, as he leans upon his spear, 
and he seeks death by his own hand, is a sad conclusion to a 
life which opened with such brilliant promise. 

7. Saul's history is a stem warning of the fatal consequences 
of uncontrolled self-will, of the inevitable descent of an unre- 
pentant heart from bad to worse, of the hopeless hardening 
which results from neglect to use grace given. 

" There is no history," writes Archbishop Trench, " which as 
we read it brings home to us a stronger sense of this life as a 
life of probation : no history which makes us so vividly to realise 
the fact that God takes men and puts them in certain conditions 
to try them : to see how they will bear themselves under these 
conditions; how far they will profit by the opportunities for 
good, and resist the solicitations to evil which these will in- 
evitably offer them«.* 

Yet in thinking of him we may surely follow the example set 
by David in his touching elegy, and dwell on the brighter aspects 
of his life, and forbear to pass a harsh judgment on one whom 
the victim of his malice could regard to the last with such warm 
affection'. 



^ Abp, Trench*s Shipwrecks of Faith^ p. 47. 

' Shipwrecks of Faithy p. 39. 

• See Maurice's Prophets and KingSy p. 32 ff. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

DAVID. 

1. • The life and character of David are presented to us with 
a completeness which has no parallel in the Old Testament. 
Not only have we a full biography of his outward life, written 
in all probability by the companions who shared his perils and 
his exaltation ^ but the secrets of his inner life with its hopes 
and fears, its struggles and triumphs, are revealed to us in the 
outpourings of his heart preserved in the book of Psalms*. 

In the First Book of Samuel we are concerned only with that 
period of his life which was the divine education for his future 
office. In this three stages are clearly marked. 

2. (i) Home life at Bethlehem, The solitary hours spent 
by the shepherd lad on the hills of Bethlehem left a deep im- 
press on his character. Even in that simple duty he was con- 
scious of a divine call. He kept his flock as a charge from God. 
In conscious dependence upon God he knew no fear in the path 
of duty. " The solitariness of the life braced up his spirit and 
its dangers formed within him the habit of ready action based 
on simple trust in his God." This was the secret of the courage 
which emboldened him to face Goliath*. 

^ See ch. i. § 4^. 

' The Psalms connected with this period by their titles are: lix., 
"When Saul sent and they watched the house to kill him" (i Sam. xix. 
II — 18): liv.j when the Ziphites betrayed him to Saul (1 Sam. xxiii. 
19 fF., or xxvi. I if. J: Ivi. and xxxiv., on the occasion of his first flight 
to Gath (i Sam. xxi.): Ivii. and cxlii., "in the cave," either of Adullam 
(i Sam. xxii. i), or Engedi (xxiv. 3): lii., on Doeg (i Sam. xxii. 9): 
Ixiii., in the wilderness of Judah (1 Sam. xxii. 5). Of these, lix. and 
xxxiv. are doubtful: Ixiii. more probably belongs to his flight from 
Absalom. 

We should probably add vii. (see on xxiv. 9) as written sometime 
during his outlaw life: vi. (?): xi., perhaps at Engedi: possibly xxxv. 
(cp. I Sam. xxiv. 9 if.). 

Psalms viii., xix., xxiii., xxix. reflect his early life, though perhaps 
not written till later. 

• I Sam. xvii. 32—37. See Wilberforce*s Heroes^ p. 139 ff. 
Maurice's Prophets^ p. 40 ff. 
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Here he lived "with God and nature communing :" here 

" The earth 
And common face of nature spake to him 
Rememherahle things." 

That spirit of the religious interpretation of Nature which 
breathes in Pss. viii., xix., xxix., was kindled as he gazed into 
the depths of the star-lit sky while he guarded his flock, or 
watched the splendours of an eastern sunrise, or heard the 
crashing thunder which is "the voice of Jehovah" reverberate 
among the rocks. The imagery of danger drawn from wild 
beasts reflects this period (Ps. vii. 2, xvii. 12, &c.). Here he 
acquired the skill in music which led to the transference to 
Saul's court with which the second period of his life begins. 
But before that change, the Anointing oil of the Prophet had 
already marked him out for his future dignity. The special gift 
of the Spirit of God had already begun to train him for that 
special task. 

3. (ii) Ufe at court. The simplicity of shepherd life was 
now exchanged for the temptations of the court : the quiet ex- 
periences of youth for " the terrible discipline of flattery." The 
minstrel shepherd became the conqueror of the giant, the hero 
of Israelite song. A rapid promotion raised him successively 
to be a royal armourbearer, a successful captain, the king's son- 
in-law. Steadily he rose in favour with the people, but the 
growth of SauFs jealousy kept pace with the advance of popular 
good-will, till at length persecution drove him from the court, 
and the third period of his discipline commenced. 

4. (iii) Ufe as an outlaw. At first he took refuge with 
Samuel in the prophetic school at Ramah. But a final test 
proved that reconciliation with Saul was impossible, and he fled 
by way of Nob to the court of Achish. Here his stay was brief 
and perilous : he soon escaped, and gathered a band of men 
about him in the cave of AduUam. For a time he seems to have 
crossed over into Moab, but returning to the land of Judah by 
Gad's direction, he wandered up and down, hunted from time 
to time by Saul. There is no continuous history of his life at 
this period ; only a series of scenes which illustrate his pro- 
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vidential escapes from the hand of his pursuer^ his pious regard 
for the anointed king, the divine control which restrained him 
from hasty revenge. 

Driven at length to fiee the country, he established a minia- 
ture kingdom at Ziklag, where he practised himself and his men 
in the arts of war and peace. Once more God's care was mani- 
fested in extricating him from the perplexing dilemma into 
which his own conduct had brought him. This period of his 
life and the First Book of Samuel close simultaneously with the 
death of Saul and his sons on Mount Gilboa. All that concerns 
his reign belongs to the Second Book^ 

5. This long and varied discipline was designed to fit David 
for the duties of the throne. His residence at Gibeah, sur- 
rounded by envious courtiers, developed his prudence : Saul's 
persecution tested his generosity and self-control : the perils 
of his wanderings strengthened his sense of dependence upon 
God. 

His position as an outlaw chief trained him in knowledge 
and government of men : familiarity with the victims of Saul's 
misgovernment taught the future ruler to know the heart of 
his subjects, their sorrows, their wrongs, their crimes : even 
the residence in Moab and Philistia contributed to nurture 
larger sympathies which might fit him for his wider mission as 
king of Israel. 

6. David is a striking contrast to Saul. With all his native 
generosity and courage, Saul had a hard and narrow heart. 
He was incapable of wide sympathy or deep contrition. David's 
heart was thoroughly human. The endless variety of his 
Psalms reaches through all the range of the emotions, has 
some affinity for every type of character. David fell into sin, 
but sincere penitence ever restored him to communion with 
God : Saul's regret for his sin was prompted by a fear lest he 
should be degraded in the eyes of his people*. 

Saul's religion was a slavish formalism, leading to a super- 

^ The consideration of David as a t3rpe of Christ belongs to that 
period . 
' Contrast i Sam. xv. 30 with 2 Sam. xii. 1 3 and Ps. li. 
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stitious fear. He never loved God. David ^thoroughly be- 
lieved in God as a living and righteous Being." ^' In all his 
works he praised the Holy One most high with words of 
glory ; with his whole heart he sung songs and loved Him 
that made him ^.^ 

7. A sketch of this period of David's life would be incom- 
plete indeed without mention of his friendship with Jonathan. 
The darkest days of trial were brightened by "the sunshine 
of that pure, disinterested love which has embalmed for all 
time the name of Jonathan." This deep love was based on 
a common faith. Jonathan like David found his strength in 
God. Their covenant was a " covenant of Jehovah*." Jonathan 
rejoiced in the prospect of David's advancement without a 
shadow of jealousy, because he saw it was God's will. No 
suspicion of selfishness tainted that noble friendship. The 
tenderness of the son in some measure effaced the hard treat- 
ment of the father : and when they fell together on the fatal 
field of Mount Gilboa, David could enshrine their memories 
together in the most touching requiem of the whole Bible. 
Yet perhaps Jonathan was "fortunate in a timely death'," and 
it was well that his anticipation of being "next to David" in his 
kingdom was not realised. 

" Ah ! had he lived before thy throne to stand, 

Thy spirit keen and high, 
Surely it had snapped in twain love's slender band, 

So dear in memory; 
Paul, of his comrade left, the warning gives, 
He lives with us who dies, he is but lost who lives ^." 



^ Ecclesiasticus xlvii. 8. 
^ I Sam. xiv. 6, 12; xx. 8. 

' As Tacitus said of Agricola, ''felix non vitae tantum claritate sed 
etiam opportunitate mortis," Tac. Agric, c. 45. 
* J. H. Newman in the Lyra Apostolica. 



The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth; 
And He shall give strength unto His King^ 
A.nd exalt the horn of His Anointed. 
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Ch. I. I — 8. ElkanaHs household and devotion. 

ow there was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of 1 
mount Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah, the son 

Ch. I. 1—8. Elkanah's household and devotion. 

1. Now\ And. The conjunction implies that the book of Samuel 
is a continuation of the history contained in the book of Judges which 
it immediately follows in the order of the Hebrew Bible, Ruth being 
placed among the Hagiographa. 

Ramaihaim-zophin^ The name Ramathaim (a"the two heights*') 
IS found here only, and is no doubt another name for Ramah (s"the 
height") the birthplace {v, 19), residence (vii. 17), and burial-place 
(xxv. i) of the prophet Samuel. Its site "is the most disputed problem 
of sacred topography." Probably it is to be placed either (a) at Er- 
Ram^ a conical hill about 5 miles due north of Jerusalem, in which case 
it will be identical with Ramah of Benjamin (Josh, xviii. 25): or \b) at 
Neby Samwil ( = " the prophet Samuel *') a conspicuous eminence 5 miles 
N. W. of Jerusalem, on which is still shewn the traditional tomb of 
Samuel : or {c) at Ram Allahy east of Beth-horon on the western slopes 
of Mount Ephraim. 

The epithet Zophim distinguishes the town from others of similar 
name, as Ramathaim in Zuph (ix. 5), a district probably named after 
Elkanah*s ancestor, Zuph or Zophai ( i Chr. vi. ao). 

Ramathaim is possibly the same as Arimathaea in the N. T. The 
form Armathaim in which it appears in the LXX. gives the link of 
connexion between the names. 

of mount Ephraifn\ The central mountainous district of Palestine, 
in which the tribe of Ephraim settled (Josh. xvii. 15), was " a good land." 
The limestone hills are intersected by fertile valleys, watered by in — 
merable fountains, and still remarkable for their fertility. See Str 
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of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 

s Zuph, an Ephrathite : and he had two wives ; die name of 

the one hhis Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah : 

and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 

3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and 

Sinai and Palesting, p. lap, ff. The name extended southwards to the 
territory of Benjamin in wnich Ramah lay. Thus Deborah's palm tree 
was ''between Ramah and Bethel in Mount Ephraim" (Jud. iv. 5). 

E/JkanaA] In i Chr. vi. 22 — 2S, 33 — 38, Samuel's descent from 
Kohath the son of Levi is given at length. Shemuel in v. 33 is the 
Hebrew form of the name for which the £. V. usually substitutes the 
Latinized form SamueL The discrepancies in these genealogies may 
be partly due to corruptions of the text, partly to the same individuals 
bearing different, though in some cases synonymous, names. 

an Ephrathite] The Levite Elkanah is called an Ephrathite^ ie. 
Ephraimite, because his family had originally belonged to the Kohathite 
settlements in the territory of Ephraim (Josh. xxi. 20). It is suggested 
in the Speaker's Commentary^ that as Salmon, the 7th from Judah, 
entered Canaan with Joshua, Zuph, who was the 7th from Levi, ac- 
cording to the genealogy in i Chr., may very probably have lived at 
the time of the settlement of the land. The genealogy would naturally 
stop with the first settler in Canaan, who gave his name to " the land of 
Zuph*' (ix. 5). If so, we must suppose that he at once migrated from 
the residence assigned him in the tribe of Ephraim. 

2. two wives] Polygamy, though at variance with the original 
institution of marriage (Gen. ii. 34), was tolerated by the Mosaic law 
as an existing custom (Deut. xxi. 15 — 17), and the fact that Abraham, 
Jacob, Gideon, David and Solomon were all polygamists, shews that 
no moral blame attached to the practice in this period. It gradually 
became less frequent, and no case is on record in the Biblical history 
after the Captivity, but it was reserved for Christianity to re-establish 
the primeval ideaL 

HannaK\ i.e. ''Grace.** The same name is borne in the N.T. bv 
" Anna, a prophetess " (Luke ii. 36) : and according to tradition the wite 
of Joachim and mother of the Virgin Mary was named Anna. In the 
Phoenician colony of Carthage, where a language closely akin to Hebrew 
was spoken, the sister of the queen Dido was named Anna (Vei^. Aen, 
iv. 9). 

PeninnaK\ ic. " Coral,** or " Pearl.** The name may be compared 
with our Margaret^ which means pearl. 

8. yearly] The Law required every male to present himself *' before 
Jehovf^ " at the central sanctuary of the nation at each of the three 
great Feasts (Ex. xxxiv. 23 ; Deut. xvi. 16), but there is no evidence 
that this command was ever strictly observed, and £lkanah*8 practice 
was probably that of a pious Israelite of the time. "All his household'* 
(t^. 21) went with him, in obedience to the injunctions of Deut. xii. 
10^1 3. To which of the Feasts he went up must remain a matter of 
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to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of the 
Lord, were there. And when the time was that Elkanah 4 
offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her sons 

conjecture. Our Lord's parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 
Feast of the Passover (Luke iL 41). 

the Lord ofhosts\ See Note I. p. 335, for a discussion of the meaning 
of this title. 

in Shiloh] The position of Shiloh is defined with remarkable exact- 
ness in Jud. xxi. 19. It was in Ephraim, **on the north side of Bethel, 
on the east side of the highwav that goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, 
and on the south of Lebonah. This agrees perfectly with the situation 
of the modem SeilUn^ which is about ten miles north of Bethel, and 
east of the main road. It is thus described by Lieut. Conder ( Tent 
Work in Palestine^ I. 82) : *'The ruins of a modem village occupy a sort 
of tell or mound. On the east and north the site is shut in by bare and 
lofty hills of grey limestone, dotted over with a few fig trees ; on the 
south the plateau looks down on the plain just crossed. A deep valley 
runs behind the town on the north. Below the top of the hill there is 
a sort of irregular quadrangle. The rock has here been rudely hewn in 
two parallel scarps for over 400 feet, with a court between, 77 feet wide, 
and sunk 5 feet below the outer surface. Thus there would be sufficient 
room for the court of the Tabernacle in this area." 

Here in the territory of the most powerfiil tribe, in the heart of the 
promised land, the whole congregation of Israel met and set up the 
Tabernacle of the congregation, the last relic of their wanderings in the 
desert (Josh, xviii. i). The name is appropriate. Shiloh signifies 
"Rest." Shiloh continued (with temporary exceptions, see e.g. Jud. 
XX. 27) to be the religious centre of the nation, "the place which 
Jehovah had chosen to put his name there," until after the loss of the 
Ark in the disastrous battle of Ebenezer. Possibly it was destroyed 
or occupied by the Philistines : at any rate it ceased to be the national 
sanctuary. Samuel sacrificed at Mizpeh, at Ramah, at Gilgal, never, 
so far as we read, at Shiloh. The tabernacle was removed to Nob 
(•J Sam. xxi.), and the once holy place was utterly desecrated. 
Jeremiah points to its desolation as the standing witness of God's judg- 
ments. "Go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel" (Jer. vii. la). 

And the two sons'] Better, And EIi*B two sons Hophni and Phlnehag 
were there priests to Jehovah. They are mentioned rather than 
their father because in his old age- he had resigned the active duties of 
his office to them. The name Hophni occurs nowhere else in the O. T. : 
for Phinehas it was reserved to sully the honour of one of the most illus- 
trious names in Israel, borne by him whose bold act of judgment "was 
counted unto him for righteousness" (Ps. cvi. 30, 51). 

4. offered] saerlfioed, as in v. 3, His sacrifice was a thank-offering. 
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sand her daughters, portions: but unto Hannah he gave a 
worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the Lord had 

6 shut up her womb. And her adversary also provoked her 
sore, for to make her fret, because the Lord had shut up 

7 her womb. And as he did so year by year, when she went 
up to the house of the Lord, so she provoked her ; there- 

ft fore she wept, and did not eat. Then said Elkanah her 
husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why 
eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I 
better to thee than ten sons? 

9 — 20. HannafCs Prayer and its answer. 

9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and 
after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat 

for it was only of the thank-offerings that the worshippers partook (Lev. 
viL II — 18). 

he gave\ The tenses in tn;, 4 — 7 express repeated 9JCi\OTii "he need to 
give : her adversary used to provoke ber." 

partionsl Of the victims sacrificed. Cp. ix. 23. 

6. a worthy portion] Lit., one portion for two persons: a double 
portion. If the text is sound, this seems to be the best explanation 
of an obscure expression. Elkanah marked his love for Hannah by 
giving her a double portion. Similarly Joseph distinguished Benjamin 
by sending him a fivefold portion (Gen. xliii. 34). But the Sept. 
points to a different reading which would give the following sense: 
**And to Hannah he gave a single portion, because she had no child: 
nevertheless Elkanah loved Hannah most : but the Lord had shut up 
her womb." 

had shut up her womd] Hannah's faith might have been strengthened 
by the recollection that Sarah (Gen. xvi. i), Rachel (Gen. xxx. i), 
Manoah's wife (Jud. xiii. 2), all had to bear the reproach of childlessness 
for a time, and all eventually bore illustrious sons. 

6. her adversary] Peninnah. The cognate verb is used in Lev. 
xviii. 18, *'Thou shait not take a wife to her sister to vex her,^ 

7. as he did so] Peninnah*s spitefulness was evoked by the display 
of Elkanah's affection. Exultation at another*s misfortune is one ol the 
most detestable forms of malice. 

did not eat] Refused to take any part in the rejoicings of the sacri- 
ficial feast. 

8. better to thee than ten sons] Cp. Ruth iv. 15. 

»— 20. Hannah's Prayer and its answer. 

9. So Hannah rose up] Simply And. Hannah left the feast for 
which she had not heart, and went to pray. 

Eli the priest] Eli belonged to the house of Ithamar Aaron's fourth 
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by a post of the temple of the Lord. And she was in lo 
bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept 
sore. And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, n 
if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, 
and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt 
give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him 



son, as is clear from a comparison of i Chr. xxiv. 3 with 2 Sam. viii. 17 
and I Kings ii. 27, and from the omission of his name in the gene- 
alogy of Eleazar in I Chr. vi. 4 — 15. The last high-priest mentioned 
before him was Phinehas the son of Eleazar (Jud. xx. 18) ; but when or 
why the succession passed into the family of Ithamar, we are not told. 
The office did not return to the line of Eleazar until Solomon deposed 
Abiathar in fulfilment of the doom pronounced upon the house of Eli, 
and appointed Zadok in his place (i Kings ii. 27). Eli united the 
offices of Priest and Judge. 

upon a seat by a post of the temple] Rather, "upon the seat (or, Ills 
seat) by the doorpost of the temple.'* '*The sanctuary itself was so 
encased with buildings, as to give it the name and appearance of 'a 
house ' or * temple.' There was a gateway with a seat inside the door- 
posts or pillars which supported it. It was 'the seat' or * throne' of the 
ruler or judge, as afterwards in the Palace of Solomon. Here Eli sat 
on days of religious or political solemnity, and surveyed the worship- 

gers as they came up the eminence on which the sanctuary was placed." 
tanley's Lectures on the Jewish Churchy i. 321. 

the tempU] The Heb. word denotes a spacious and stately building: 
hence (a) a royal palace: (^) the temple: (r) heaven, as the true temple 
of Jehovah. It is applied to the tabernacle only here and in iii. 3, and 
possibly in Ps. v. 7. Its use in the present passage may indicate that 
the book was written at a time when the religious nomenclature had 
been coloured by the construction of Solomon's temple. 

11. vowed a vow] The law of vows, with special limitations in the 
case of married women, is given in Num. xxx. 

look on the affliction of thine handmaid] The rendering of the LXX. 
"If thou wilt indeed regard the low estate of thine handmaiden" {kkv 
hri^^TTuv iri^Xi^s iirl Hpf raireivujffiv rijt doi^Xiyt <roi;) gives the words 
adopted by the Virgin Mary (Luke L 48). 

/ will ghfe him] The vow is twofold, involving (i) the lifelong con- 
secration of the child to the service of Jehovah, for as a Levite he would 
serve from the age of 25 or 30 to 50 only, and veiy possibly at this time 
many Levites, e.g. Elkanah himself, had no official duties: (2) the 
special Nazirite vow, the characteristics of which were (a) abstinence 
from intoxicating drinks, as an act of self-denial and a protest against 
sensual indulgence : {b) the free growth of the hair, symbolizing appa- 
rently the complete dedication of all the man's powers to Jehovah: 
{c) the avoidance of defilement by a dead body, as a token of absolute 
purity of life. See Num. vi. The vow was usually taken for a limited time 
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unto the Lord all the days of his life, and there shall no 

za rasor come upon his head. And it came to pass, as she 

continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked her 

13 mouth. Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her 
lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore Eli 

14 thought she had been drunken. And Eli said unto her, 
How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from 

15 thee. And Hannah answered and said. No, my lord, I am 
a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine 
nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the 

16 Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial : 
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I 



only, but Samson, Samuel, and St John the Baptist were dedicated to a 
perpetual Nazirate from their birth. 

12. continued praying\ Lit. '* multiplied to pray," i.e. "prayed long 
and earnestly." 

13. Eli thought she had been drunken] Silent prayer was not usual 
at the time. Eli*s ready suspicion makes it probable that such excesses 
were not uncommon at the sacrificial feasts. His hasty and uncharit- 
able judgment points to some of the defects of his character. 

16. of a sorrowful spirit] Lit. "heavy of spirit" "Consider the 
modesty of Hannah, who, though she suffered injury from the High 
Priest, nevertheless answers with reverence and humility." Calvin, 

16. a daughter of Belial] Rather, a wortlileBB, or, wicked woman. 
Our translators have wrongly treated this word as a proper name in the 
historical books, but not elsewhere, though the alternative is generally 
given in the margin. It means worthlessness^ and according to the usual 
Hebrew idiom a son or daughter of worthlessness signifies "a worthless 
man or woman," and with positively bad sense, a lawless, ungodly, 
wicked person. If "naughty," by which the word is rendered in Prov. 
▼i. 12, nad retained its archaic sense, it would be a fair equivalent. 
"Belial," or more correctly "Beliar," is used by St Paul in a Cor. vi. 15 
as a name of Satan, the personification of all lawlessness and worthless- 
ness. Milton naturally follows the E. V. in regarding Belial as the 
name of a spirit 

"Belial, than whom a spirit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, ... to him no temple stood. 
Or altar smoked, yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the priest 
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who filled 
With lust and violence the house of God. " 

Paradise Lost^ I. 490, ff. 

grief] Lit. "provocation" (cp. ». 6), or "vexation" as the conse- 
quence of provocation. 
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spoken hitherto. Then Eli answered and said. Go in x? 
peace : and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that 
thou hast asked of him. And she said, Let thine handmaid xs 
find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her way, and 
did eat, and her countenance was no more sad. And they 19 
rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the 
Lord, and returned, and came to their house to Ramah : 
and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife ; and the Lord remem- 
bered her. Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was » 
come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a 
son, and called his name Samuel, sayings Because I have 
asked him of the Lord. 

21 — 28. SamuePs infancy and dedication to Jehovah, 

And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to ai 
offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and his vow. But aa 
Hannah went not up ; for she said unto her husband, / will 
not go up until the child be weaned, and then I will bring 

18. grace\ i.e. fovonr, as in xxv. 8. 

19. the l^KD renumbered her\ Cp. Gen. xxx. 22. 

20. Wherefore^ Simply And. 

to Ramahl See note on Bamathaim-Zophim in v, i. 

Samuel] This name, in Hebrew Skemuel^ is familiar to us only in its 
Latin dress. It was borne by two other persons in the O. T. (Num. xxxiv. 
20; I Chr. vii. 2). Three explanations of it are proposed: {a) "Name 
of God" : {b) "Asked of God** : (c) ''Heard of God'^ of which the last 
is the most probable; compare Iskmael^** God. heareth.'* Hannah 
gives the child a name which will be a continual memorial of God*s 
answer to her prayer. It found a subsequent appropriateness in the 
fervency and efficacy of his own prayers. 

21 — 28. Samuel's infancy and dedication to Jehovah. 

21. his vow] This assumes that Elkanah as well as Hannah had 
made avow. The Sept. reads '*his vows and all the tithes of his land." 
Cp. Deut. xii. 11. 

22. until the child be weaned] He would then be two or three years 
old. It is still a common practice in the East to suckle children for two 
years : and in ancient times they were sometimes not weaned till three 
years old. See 2 Mace. vii. 27, "O my son, have pity upon me that 
gave thee suck three years and nourished thee.** The weaning was 
made an occasion of festivity (Gen. xxi. 8). The objection has been made 
that so young a child would have been troublesome to Eli, but there 
were women engaged in the tabernacle service (ii. 22), to whose care 
he might have been committed. It was important that he should be 

I. SAMUEL A 



50 I. SAMUEL, I. [w. 23—25. 

him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide 

»3 for ever. And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do 

what seemeth thee good; tarry until thou have weaned 

him; only the Lord establish his word. So the woman 

•4 abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned him. And 

when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with 

three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of 

wine, and brought him unfa the house of the Lord in 

35 Shiloh : and the child was young. And they slew a bullock, 

dedicated as soon as possible. The house of God was to be the only 
home he knew ; the earliest impressions of his boyhood were to be those 
of the sanctuary. 
/or ever] Equivalent to **as long as he liveth" of v. iZ, 
28. his warnf] No express promise of a son has been mentioned; 
Eli*s blessing in v. 17 can scarcely be understood as such. But Samuel's 
birth implied that Hannah's prayer was heard, and Elkanah prays that 
it may receive a complete nilfiiment. The Sept. reads **The Lord 
establish that which is gone forth out of thy mouth." 

24. three hullocks] We may conjecture that one was intended for a 
bumt-oiFering, one for the ** sacrifice in performing a vow,*' and one for 
a peace-offenng. See Num. xv. 8. 

one ephah of flour] According to Josephus, the ephah contained 
about 8^ gallons, according to Jewish authorities about 4^ gallons. The 
smaller estimate is probably correct. Three tenth parts of an ephah of 
flour were to be offered with each bullock (Num. xv. 9) as a "meat- 
offering" (minchah). 

a bottle of zvine] i.e. a skin-bottle, which would hold a considerable 
quantity. The prescribed drink-offering with each bullock was half an 
nin of wine (Num. xv. 10), or about three pints, the hin being a sixth 
part of the doth, which was of the same capacity as the ephah (£z. 
xlv. 11). 

the house of the Lord] See note on v. 9. 

the child was young] Lit. "the child was a child." The term is 
quite vague, and gives no clue to Samuel's age at the time. See how- 
ever the note on v, 22. 

25. they slew a bullock] The bullock ; viz. the one which had been 
brought as a dedicatory offering with the child: the sacrifice of the others 
is taken for granted. We may try to picture the scene. Elkanah leads 
the bullock to the north side of the altar of burnt-offering, in the court 
before the door of the tabernacle, and binds it to the horns of the 
altar. Hannah brings her child, and lays his hand on the head of the 
victim in token that it is his representative ; at that moment Elkanah 
or one of the priests slays it (Lev. i. 5). Its blood is sprinkled and its 
limbs burnt upon the altar, as an emblem of the complete dedication 
of the child to Jehovah. 

The Sept. version differs widely from our present Heb. text, and 
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and brought the child to Eli. And she said, O my lord, 86 
<w thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by 
thee here, praying unto the Lord. For this child I prayed; 37 
and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of 
him : therefore also I have lent him to the Lord ; as long as 
as he liveth he shcUl be lent to the Lord. And he worship- 
ped the Lord there. 

describes the presentation of Samuel as combined with the yearly 
sacrifice. "And she went up with him to Selom with a bullock of 
three years old, and bread, and an ephah of fine flour, and a bottle of 
wine; and entered into the house of the Lord in Selom: and the child 
was with them. And they brought him near before the Lord : and his 
father slew the sacrifice, which he used to offer year by year unto the 
Lord. And he brought the child near and slew the bullock. And 
Anna the mother of the child brought him near to Heli, and said,'* &c. 
This may represent a different original text, or be a loose paraphrase. 

26. as thy soul livetK\ An oath peculiar to the books of Samuel and 
Kings. 

that stood by thee^ Prayer was offered either (a) standings as by 
Hannah and Abraham (Gen. xviii. 22), cp. Mt. vi. 5, Mk. xi. 25, Lk. 
xviii. II : {p) kneeling^ as by Solomon (i Kings viii. 54), and by Daniel 
(Dan.vi. lo), cp. Acts ix. 40; xx. 36; xxi. 5 : [c) prostrate, as by Moses 
and Aaron ^Num. xvi. 32), and by our Lord (Matt. xxvi. 39). 

28. therefore also, &c.] Render, And I on my part liave given lilm to 
Jebovah as long as he Uveth : because he was one asked for Jehovah. 
The exact translation of the Heb. is doubtful, and the remarkable play 
upon words in it is lost in translation. But the general sense is clear : 
'Jehovah gave me the child, and I restore him in accordance with mv 
vow.* The word translated lend occurs elsewhere only in Ex. xii. 30, 
where it means give rather than lend. A loan may be reclaimed at the 
will of the lender. Hannah's surrender of Samuel was complete. See 
V. II and ch. ii. 20. 

he worshipped] Who? Not Samuel, who was too young: but El- 
kanah, as head of the household, worshipped, while Hannah poured 
out her heart in the hymn which immediately follows. The Sept. 
however omits the words, and the Vulg. reads "And they worshipped 
the Loiu) there.*' 

Ch. II. 1—11. The Song of Hannah. 

Hannah's song is a true prophecy. She is inspired "to discern in 
her own individual experience the universal laws of the divine economy, 
and to recognise its significance for the whole course of the Kingdom 
of God." The deliverance from her proud adversary which had just 
been vouchsafed to her was but one mstance of the great principles of 
Jehovah's moral government of the world, principles which receive their 
fullest illustration in the exaltation of the Lord s Christ through hami- 
liation to victory, and which will only be fully realised when "the 

4—2 
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Ch. II. I — II. The Song of Hannah. 

And Hannah prayed, and said, 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 

Mine horn is exalted in the Lord : 

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 

kingdoms of this world shall have become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ." Hence it is that her own peculiar circumstances 
are so soon lost sight of in the wider view ot the dealings of God's 
Providence. The railure to recognise this has led critics to deny the 
authenticity of the song^ and to conjecture that some ancient triumphal 
war-psean nas beoi erroneously placed in Hannah's mouth by the com- 
piler of the book. 

A brief analysis will help to explain the connexion of thought. 

"Jehovah is the sole author of my deliverance. He shall be the 
theme of my song. 

There is none to be compared with Him for holiness, power, faith- 
fulness : be silent before him, all ye proud boasters ! He knows your 
thoughts and weighs your actions. 

Observe the vicissitudes of human fortune : the haughty are humbled, 
the humble exalted: this is Jehovah's doing: for He is the Almighty 
Governor of the universe. He guides and guards His saints, and 
destroys the wicked. 

May He finally discomfit his adversaries, judge the world, and esta- 
blish the kingdom of His Anointed One I'* 

The Magnificat (Luke i. 46 — 55) should be carefiiUy compared with 
Hannah's song, of which it is an echo rather than an imitation. The 
resemblance lies in thought and tone more than in actual language, and 
supplies a most delicate and valuable testimony to the appropriateness 
of mis hymn to Hannah's circumstances. The 113th Psalm forms a 
connecting link between the two. 

1. And Hannah prayed] This descri|>tion of the Psalm is not in- 
appropriate, for prayer includes thanksgiving and praise. Cp. the 
** prayer of Habakkuk" (Hab. iii. i ) : and the "prayers of David" as a 
general designation of his psalms (Ps. Ixxii. 20), 

rejoiceth] Exolteth or trlnmphetli, a strong word. 

mine horn is exalted in the Lord] = * I am brought to great honour, 
and the author of that honour is Jehovah.' The horn is frequently used 
as a symbol (a) of strength (Deut xxxiii. 17) : (^) of honour (Job xvi. 
15). "To exalt the horn" signifies "to raise to a position of power or 
dignity." Cp. Ps. Ixxxix. 17, cxlviii. 14. The figure is probably 
derived from homed animals, tossing their heads in the air, and there 
is no allusion to the horns worn by women in the East at the present day. 
It is found in Latin poets, e.g. Ov. A, A, i. 339, "Tum pauper 
comua sumit" = "plucks up courage." 

my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies] " My mouth is opened wide 
ac&lnst mme enemies;" I am no longer put to silence in their presence. 
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Because I rejoice in thy sahradon. 

There is none holy as the Lord : 

For there is none beside thee: 

Neither is there any rock like our God. 

Talk no more so exceeding proudly; 

Let not arrogancy come out of your mouth : 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge, 

And by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, 

And they that stumbled are girt with strength. 

They that were full have hired out themselves for bread ; 

And they that were hungry ceased : 



Cp. Ps. xxxviil 13, 14. In ch. i. 7 , 8 it is implied that Hannah made 
no answer to Peninnah's taunts. 

thy saivatian] Cp. Luke L 47. " Salvation " in the O. T. means {a) 
deliverance^ rescue from dangers or adversities of all kinds (ch. xiv. 45); 
{b) help, the power by which the deliverance is effected, whether divine 
or human (Ps. xxxv. 3). 

2. rock] A frequent metaphor to describe the strength, faithfulness, 
and unchangeableness of Tehovah. See Deut. xxxii. 4; a Sam. xxii. 33. 

8. arrogancy] The old form of the word arrogance (cp. innocency 
for innocence) from the Lat. arrogantia. It signifies "claiming more 
than one's due," "assumption," "pride." 

knowledge^ The Heb. word is plural, denoting varied and extensive 
knowledge, 

by him actions are weighed] Jehovah knows the hearts of men and 
estimates men's actions at their true value. See Prov. xvi. 2, xxiv. la. 
This explanation is probably right, but the Heb. may also be rendered, 
"HiB (i.e. God's) actions are weighed," or, "measured : " i.e. are just 
and right. Cp. the use of the same word in Ezek. xviii. 25, " Is not my 
Yny equal f** " By him" is the Qrt or traditional read text. (See p. 14.) 
The /irthtbh or written text has " not" instead of " by him," the words 
being similar in pronunciation though differently spelt. This may be 
rendered either, "though actions be not weighed, or interrogatively, 
"and are not actions weighed?" 

4, 5. This knowledge and justice apportion to all their due, and 
reverse conditions of life contrary to all expectation. Sennacherib's host 
is annihilated : Gideon's handful triumphs. 

4. The bows of the mighty men are brohen^ &c.] The bow was one of 
the chief weapons of war {2 Sam. i. 3 a). Its being broken is a natural 
^rmbol of defeat. "To be girded with strength" (Ps. xviii. 39) is a 
ngaie derived from the practice of "girding up the loins" in preparation 
for active exertion. 

6. ceased] i.e. are at rest : need toil no more : or, cease to be hungry. 
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So that the barren hath bom seven ; 

And she that hath many children is waxed feeble. 

6 The Lord killeth, and maketh alive : 

He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

7 The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich : 
He bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

8 He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, 
And lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill. 
To set them among princes, 

And to make them inherit the throne of glory : 
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord*s, 
And he hath set the world upon them. 

sevenl A perfect family. Cp. Ruth iy. 15. 

is wcLxed feeble\ By the loss of her children. Cp. Ter. xv. 9. 

6 — 8. In Jehovah's hand are the issues of life and death, prosperity 
and adversity. All history illustrates this truth. Hezekiah is recalled 
from the gates of the grave : Job is tried by affliction : David is taken 
from the sheepfolds to oe king: Nebuchadnezzar sinks to the level of 
a beast: Haman is degraded, Mordecai honoured: and chiefest example 
of all, He who "was despised and rejected of men," was "highly 
exalted, and given a name that is above every name." 

6. i)u grave\ The Heb. word Sheol^ variously rendered in the E. V. 
grave^ hdl., pity denotes the mysterious unseen world, the abode of all 
departed spirits, righteous and wicked alike. Hell^ from A. S. heian, 
to cover, hide, would be a fair rendering if we could strip the word of 
all the associations with which it has been invested : but as we cannot 
do this, it is best to retain the Heb. word SAeo/, or take its N. T. equi- 
valent Hades. 

There is no direct allusion here to the resurrection : death and Sheol 
are figuratively used for the depths of adversity and peril : life for deliver- 
ance and prosperity. See Ps. Ixxi. 20, Ixxxvi. 13. 

8. out of the dust] "To sit in the dust" (Is. xlvii. i), or "on the 
dunghill" (Lam. iv. 5) are Oriental figures for a condition of extreme 
degradation and misery, derived probably from the practice of mourners 
(Job ii. 8) : to share the company of princes, and occupy a throne of 
honour (Job xxxvi. 7) are metaphors tor advancement and prosperity. 
Ps. cxiii. 7 — 9 is copied almost verbatim from these verses. Cp. too 
Ps. Ixxv. 6, 7. 

for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's] The creation and mainte- 
nance of the natural framework of the earth by Jehovah are a guarantee 
for His moral government among men. Cp. Ps. Ixxv. 3. The expression 
*' pillars of the earth" (cp. Job. ix. 6) is a poetical metaphor derived 
from the construction of a house (see Jud. xvi. 36), and need not imply 
any theory as to the earth's shape. 

9. It is Jehovah who guards His chosen ones from stumbling in 
their walk mrough life (Ps. Ivi. 13, xci. is); it is He who leaves the 
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He will keep the feet of his saints, 9 

And the wicked shall be silent in darkness ; 

For by strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces ; 10 

Out of heaven shall he thunder upon them : 

The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth ; 

And he shall give strength unto his king. 

And exalt the horn of his anointed. 

wicked to languish in adversity Qob v. 14) or perish miserably (Ps. 
zxxi. 17, Iv. 13); for apart from Him or in opposition to Him human 
strength is impotence (Zech. iv. 6). 

Ais saints] Rather, HIb iMloved, or, His dhosen. The Heb. word 
means {a) one who is the object of mercy, and does not in itself imply 
holiness of character, but is used of Israel as the covenant people, the 
objects of Jehovah's lovingkindness : {b) in an active sense, mercifiU^ of 
God (Jer. lii. 14): of men (3 Sam. xxii. 36). 

shcUl be si/ent] * * Shall be silenced, " or, * * perish. " 

10. The adversaries of the Lord] Render, 
Jehovali, tb«7 that strive with Him shall be broken to pieces : 
against them In heaven let Him (or, He shall) thunder : 
Jehovah shaU Judge the ends of the earth : 
and may He (or, He shall) give strength unto His king, 
and exalt the horn of His Anointed. 

The conclusion of the hymn is partly a prayer for the destruction of 
Jehovah's enemies, partly an expression of confidence that this will 
surely be effected. The mention of Jehovah's judgments leads up 
naturally to the thought of those who are his instruments for executing 
them. Hannah's prophetic prayer was but partially fulfilled in the king 
soon to be anointed by her son as the deliverer of Israel: it reaches 
forward to Him whom the Jewish kings foreshadowed, the King Messiah, 
in whom alone the lofty anticipations of the prophetess are to be com- 
pletely realised. 

shuUl be broken to pieces] The Sept. here inserts the greater part of 
Jer. ix. 23, 24. The passage may have been originally placed in the 
margin as an illustration, and afterwards incorporated in the text. 

his anointed] Here first in connexion with the kingly office do we 
meet the word which was to become the characteristic title of the ex- 
pected deliverer, the "Messiah" or "Anointed One," "theChrist." The 
Sept. renders '^v^oMret Kipa% xpurrov airod" (cp. Lk. ii. 26): the Vul- 
gate "sublimabit comu Christi sui." See the notes on x. i and xii. 3. 

It has been alleged that the mention of the king stamps the song as 
of later date, posterior to the establishment of the monarchy. This is 
by no means the case. The idea of a king was not alto^ther novel to 
the Israelite mind. The promise to Abraham spoke of kmgs among his 
posterity (Gen. zvii. 6): the Mosaic legislation prescribes the method 
of election and the duty of the king (Deut. xvii. i^ — ao) : Gideon ha4 
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XI And Elkanah went to Ramah to bis house. And the child 
did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest. 

1 2 — 1 7. The faithless priests of Shiloh. 

19 Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial \ they knew not 

x3 the Lord. And the priests' custom with the people was^ 

that when any man offered sacrifice, the priest's servant 

came, while the flesh was in seething, with a fleshhook of 

14 three teeth in his hand ; and he strooke // into the pan, or 

been invited to establish a hereditary monarchy (Jud. viii. la). Anoint- 
ing too was recognised as the regular rite of admission to the office 
(Jud. ix. 8). Amid the prevalent anarchy and growing disintegration 
of the nation, amid internal corruption and external attack, the desire 
for a king was probably taking definite shape in the popular mind. The 
prophet who came to £li speaks again of ''Jehovah's anointed" (ii. 35). 
But who so worthy to be first chosen to anticipate the future as the 
mother of him who was destined to guide the chosen nation through 
this critical epoch of its existence, and superintend the foundation of the 
Davidic-Messianic kingdom? 

Chapters i. and ii. to v, 10 form the Haphtarah or lesson from the 
prophets, appointed to be read in the Jewish synagogues on the first 
day of the new year. 

A translation ot the Targum or Chaldee Paraphrase of Hannah's 
Song is given in Note III. p. 356. 

12 — ^17. The faithless priests of Shiloh. 

12. sons of Belial] WortlileBB men. See note on i. 16. 

they knew not the Lord] Were ignorant of His character and so 
despised His laws. Cp. Jud. ii. 10; Job xviii. 11 ; Hos. iv. i. 

18. the priest/ custom] The law directed the worshipper to present 
to the priest the fat of the victim along with the breast and shoulder 
(Lev. vii. 39 — 34). The fat was to be burned on the altar to Jehovah 
(Lev. iii. 3 — 5): the breast and shoulder, after being 'waved' and 
'heaved/ a ceremony of dedication to Jehovah, became the priest's 
portion. Hophni and Phinehas were guilty of a double sin. {a) They 
robbed the people: not content with the share assigned them, they 
sent a servant to interrupt the preparation of the sacrificial meal, and 
seize a further portion, {i) They insulted Jehovah by demanding their 
share before the parts cozisecrated to Him had been duly burned upon 
the altar (v. 15). 

priests*] Misprinted priest*s in most editions of the Bible. 

seething] i.e. hoiling, 

14. strooke] An old form of struck, Cp. Milton's Ode on the No- 
tivity^ 

" Such music sweet 
As never was by mortal finger strook/* 
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kettle, or caldron, or pot ; all that the fleshhook brought up 
the priest took for himself. So they did in Shiloh unto aU 
the Israelites that came thither. Also before they burnt the 15 
fat, the priest's servant came, and said to the man that 
sacrificed, Give flesh to roast for the priest ; for he will not 
have sodden flesh of thee, but raw. And if any man said 16 
unto him, Let them not fail to burn the fat presently, and 
then take as much as thy soul desireth; then he would 
answer him, Nay; but thou shalt give it me now: and if 
not, I will take // by force. Wherefore the sin of the young 17 
men was very great before the Lord: for men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord. 

18 — 21. SamuePs ministry in the tahemade. 

But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, xs 
girded with a linen ephod. Moreover his mother made him 19 

15. Alsd\ Bven. The climax of their transgression was the offence 
against Jehovah. 

sodden] Bailed: the perf. of 'seethe' is *sod' (Gen. xxv. 19), and the 
past partic. ' sodden.' 

16. presently] "Immediately:" the usoal meaning of the word in 
the E.V., e.g. Matt xxvi. 53. 

he would answer Aim, Nay] The correct reading of the Heb. gives 
"Nay" in place of "him." Cp. note on v. 3. 

17. the yaunfr men] Hophni and Phinehas. 

men abhorred] Rather, tlie men despifled, or, txronglit Into con- 
tempt the offerlnfiT of Jehovah. The Sept. omits the men. Corrup- 
tion in the priesthood begets profanity in the people. Cp. Mai. ii. 8, 9. 
"They made it vile in the eyes of the people by shewing how vile it 
was in their eyes." 

18 — VI, Samuel's ministry in the tabernacle. 

18. Samuel ministered] The writer dwells upon the contrast between 
Samuel and the sons of Eli. We see the child attending upon Eli in 
the sanctuary, growing before the Lord, in favour both with the Lord 
and with men, chosen to be God's messenger to Eli, and finally re-es- 
tablishing the broken intercourse between Jehovah and His people. 
On the other hand we see Hophni and Phinehas abusing their sacred 
office, sinking from rapacity and pro&nity to open profligacy, unchecked 
by rebuke or warning, and at last perishing miserably by the hands of 
the Philistines. 

a Unen ephod] The ephod was a garment covering the shoulders, 
(Lat. superhumerale), and secured round tlie waist by a girdle. It was 
the distinctive dress of priests {v. 38, ch. xxii^ 18), but was occasionally 
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a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when 
she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 

90 And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The Lord 
give thee seed of this woman for the loan which is lent to 

81 the Lord. And they went unto their own home. And the 
Lord visited Hannah, so that she conceived, and bare three 
sons and two daughters. And the child Samuel grew before 
the Lord. 

22 — 26. ElVs fruitless expostulations with his sons, 

•a Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did 
unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that 
assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 

wom by others engaged in religious ceremonies, e.g. David fi Sam. vi. 
14). The High Priest wore a special ephod (Ex. xxviii. 6 ff.). 

19, 20. Moreover ^ &c.] Lit. *'And Hannah used to make... and 
bring it to him... And EU used to bless... and they used to go unto his 
home." The verbs are frequentative, describing an annual practice often 
repeated. 

19. a little coal] The Heb. mitt denotes a kind of long upper tunic, 
worn by kings (i Chr. xv. 37), prophets (i Sam. xv. 97), men of posi- 
tion (Job it 13), women of rank (3 Sam. xiii. 18). The term is applied 
to a part of the High Priest's dress, the robe of the Ephod (Ex. xxviii. 3 1), 
and it is suggested in the Speaker^ s Comm, that "the mention of the 
ephod and the robe as worn by the youthful Samuel taken in connexion 
with his after acts seems to point to an extraordinary and irregular 
priesthood to which he was called by God in an age when the provisions 
of the Levitical law were not yet in full operation." 

the yearly sacrijice] See note on i. 3. 

20. for the loan which is lent] Bcftter as in the margin. In return 
for the petition which she asked for Jehovah : i.e. in place of Samuel, 
for whom she prayed in order to dedicate him to God. Cp. L 11, 37, 
38, and note on v, 38. 

unto their own home] Lit, "to his (Elkanah*s) place.*' Cp. Gen. 
xviii. 33. 

21. grew before the Lord] Three stages of physical, moral (v. 26), 
and spiritual (iii. 19 — 31) growth are marked. 

22 — ^26. Eli's fruitless expostulations with his sons. 

22. heard\ "UBed to hear all that his sons were doing," constantly 
and habitually. 

the women that assembled] Rather, that served. The word is ap- 
plied to (a) military service: {p) Levitical service (Num. iv. 33, viii. 34): 
and it seems probable that the women mentioned here and in Ex. 
xxxvili. 8» where (he sapie words are used, had regular duties iq coq- 
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gation. And he said unto them. Why do ye such things ? .3 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, my 24 
sons ; for it is no good report that I hear : ye make the 
Lord's people to transgress. If one man sin against .5 
another, the judge shall judge him : but if a man sin against 
the Lord, who shall intreat for him ? Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the 
Lord would slay them. And the child Samuel grew on, a6 

nexion with the tabernacle service. The example of the abominations 
connected with the Phoenician worship of Ashtaroth may have helped to 
corrupt the priests of Shiloh. 

tAe tabernacle of the cangregationl Rather, the tent of meetlnff, where 
Jehovah would meet and hold communication with the priests, and the 
people. See Ex. xxix. 43, 43. 

28. for I hear of your evil dealings\ Rather, for I liaar evil tiling! 
of yon firom all tills people. 

26. If one man, &c.] Better, 
If a man sin against a man, tben Eloblm Shall Judge him : 
hut If a man sin against Jehovah, who shall Intercede for him? 

For man's offences against his fellow-man, there is a third superior 
party to arbitrate and rectify the wrongs, namely God, or God's repre- 
sentative, the duly appointed judge: but for man's offences agamst 
Jehovah, there is no third superior party to intercede as a mediator. 

This is most likely an ancient proverb, quoted by Eli to impress his 
sons with a sense of the enormity of their sins, which were committed 
against Jehovah. The point is obscured by the impossibility of transla- 
ting the paronomasia of the Hebrew which expresses "judge" and "in- 
tercede" by different voices of the same verb. 

the judge] Heb. ElSAtm, i.e. Gkxi. Judges, as the representatives 
of God in executing justice on earth (Deut. i. 17), are sometimes styled 
gods (Ex. xxi. 6, xxii. 8, 9 ; Ps. Ixxxii. i, 6), but it seems best not to 
Umit the present passage to human judgments. 

because the Lord would slay them] Literally, was pleased to day 
them. Compare the language of Ex. iv. ai, and Josh. xi. so, where we 
read that the Lord hardened the hearts of Pharaoh and the Canaanites; 
and I Sam. xvi. 14, where it is said that "an evil spirit from the Lord 
troubled Saul." Yet we are assured that "theLoRDdelightethinmercv" 
(Mic. vii. 18), and "hath no pleasure in the death of him that dietn" 
(£z. xviii. 33). This coexistence of mercy and judgment in the divine 
will (Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7) is a mystery which necessarily transcends our 
comprehension. But it must be carefully noted that it is not till Pharaoh 
has turned a deaf ear to repeated warnings, not till the Canaanites have 
polluted themselves with mtolerable a1x)minations, that God hardens 
their hearts ; not till Eli's sons have ignored His existence and defied 
His laws does He determine to slay them: not till Saul has set at 
naught his calling and deserted God, is he deserted by Him. Obstinate 
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and was in favour both witli the Lord, and also with 
men. 

27 — 36. 7%^ doom of Eli* s house. 

97 And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear unto the 
house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's 

28 house ? And did I choose him out of all the tribes of 
Israel to be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to bum in- 
cense, to wear an ephod before me ? and did I give unto 
the house of thy father all the offerings made by fire of the 

39 children of Israel ? Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and 
at mine offering, which I have commanded in my habita- 

impenitenoe may be judicially punished by the withdrawal of the grace 
which leads to repentance. 

26. grew on, and was in favour] A childhood like that of Jesus 
(Luke ii. 5a). Again Samud's progress is contrasted with the declen- 
sion of Hophni and Phinehas. 

27—36. The doom of Eli's house. 

27. a man of God] i.e. a prophet commissioned by God. Eyen in 
the general decay of religion (iii. i) God still had his messengers. The 
title *' man of Grod ** is applied to Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, and 
others. It is specially frequent in the Books of Kings. 

Did /plainly appear] Better, Did I Indeed reveal mys^. See Ex. 
iv. 14 flf., 17, xii. I, 43 for revelations made to Aaron. 
in Pharaoh* s house] In bondag:e to Pharaoh's hoiue. 

28. him] Perhaps we should read, It (the house of Aaron) to be 
my priests (Ex. xxviii. i — 4). The priestly functions are mentioned 
in an ascending scale: (a) the common sacrificial duties, (b) offering 
incense in the Holy Place (Ex. xxx. 7, 8), {c) wearing an ephod, i.e. 
serving as High-priest, for probably the' High-priest*s ephod (the only 
one mentioned in the Pentateuch) is meant here, and not the ordinary 
linen ephod worn at this time by all priests. See note on v, 1 8. 

to offer upon mine altar] or perhaps, "to go up to mine altar," to 
minister at it But the E. V. seems best 
all the offerings made by fire] See Lev. x. la — 15. 

29. Wherefore kick ye] Better, Wherefore do ye trample upon, 
i.e. treat with contempt. 

at my sacrifice and at mine offering] When the words are distinguished, 
that rendered sacrifice (literally slaying) includes as a general term all 
sacrifices of slain animals : that rendered offering (literally a gift) is ap- 
plied to unbloody sacrifices, the so-called meat-offerings; but the latter 
18 often used in a wide sense to include all kinds of sacrifice, e.g. in v. 1 7. 
The distinction between the woids is fairly observed in the E. V. 
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tion ; and honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselves 
fat with the chiefest of aU the offerings of Israel my people? 
Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I said indeed thai 30 
thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before 
me for ever : but now the Lord saith, Be it far from me ; 
for them that honour me I will honour, and they that de- 
spise me shall be lightly esteemed. Behold, the days come, 31 
that I will cut ofif thine arm, and the arm of thy father's 
house, that there shall not be an old man in thine house. 
And thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in all the 3a 
wealth which God shall give Israel : and there shall not be 



in my habitation^ The word is used again in v, 39, and in Ps. xxvi. 8, 
of the tabernacle. The Heb. is obscure, and the Sept. rendering 
diverges considerably from the present text, thus, ''And wherefore didst 
thou look upon my offering and my sacrifice with a shameless eye?" 

with the chiefest of all thg offerings] "With the tort," or, "best part 
of every offering/* which should have been God's. See note on v, 13. 

80. saith] The Heb. word is one rarely used except of a solemn 
divine utterance, as in Gen. xxii. 16, and very commonly in the prophets. 

/ said indeed thcU thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk 
before me for ever] God had promised that the family of Aaron in all 
its branches should serve perpetually as priests in His presence (Ex. 
xxix. 9; Num. XXV. 13): but now the decree must be reversed, for the 
faithlessness of Eli's sons had broken the covenant. 

31. / will cut off thine arm] = I will destroy thy strength. "The 
arm" is a common expression for "might," "strength." Cp. Ps. x. 15; 
Zech. xi. 1 7. One si^al fulfilment of this doom was the massacre of 
the priests at Nob (xxiL 18, 19). 

32. thou shalt see an enemy in my habitation] Or, a rival, the same 
word as that rendered "adversary" in i. 6. The best explanation of 
this difficult passage appears to be this : ' Thou, in the person of thy 
descendants, wilt see another take thy place as priest in my habitation 
(cp. V. 79), at the time when the nation shall be most prosperous and 
the office most honourable;' the reference being to Abiathar's deposi- 
tion by Solomon (r Kings ii. 17). The words might also be translated 
" T?um shalt behold the distress of my habitcUion" (cp. £. V. margin), 
and would then refer to the neglect which the tabernacle sufrered 
owing to the loss of the Ark, even while the nation was prospering 
under Samuel and Saul. Such neglect would be a punishment on the 
house of Eli, because the High-priest for the time would lose his posi- 
tion and influence. 

The Sept. however omits v, 39, and there are other grounds for suspect- 
ing that the present Heb. text of this verse as well as of v. 39 is corrupt. 

toealth] Here in the sense of "weal," "well-being," as in the Litany 
'In all time of oar wealthJ* 
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33 an old man in thine house for ever. And the man of thine, 
whom I shall not cut off from mine altar, shall be to con- 
sume thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart : and all the in- 
crease of thine house shall die in the flower of their age. 

34 And this shaU be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon 
thy two sons, on Hophni and Phinehas ; in one day they 

35 shall die both of them. And I will raise me up a faithful 
priest, that shall do according to that which is in my heart 

88. And the man^ &c.] or, Yet every man of thine wlU I not 
eat off fln)m mine altar, to eonsome tUne eyes and to vex tby sonl; 
i.e. some will still survive to mourn over the ruin of their family. 
" Thine eyes," ^^thy soul," because Eli is identified with his posterity. 
But the Sept. has "Aw ejres," '^his soul." 

increa5e\ = offspring, Lat. incrementum. 

in the flower of their age] Heb. men: i.e. when they come to man- 
hood. 

8ft. this shall be a sign unto thee] The immediate fulfilment of one 
prediction will serve as a sign or assurance that the rest will not fail to 
come to pass. Such signs were often given by prophets as the creden- 
tials of their mission. Cp. ch. x. 7 — 9 ; i Kings xiii. 3 ; 7, Kings 
XX. 8, 9; Luke i. 18, 90. 

in one day they shall die"] See ch. iv. 11. 

8S. This verse forms no part of the sign, but is to be connected with 

»• 33- 
a faithful pries(\ The prophecy is commonly supposed to have been 

fulfilled in Zadok, whose descendants retained the High-priesthood till 

the end of the monarchy f i Chr. vi. 8 — 15). But that Samuel is meant 

seems clear on the following grounds. 

(a) The faithful priest is obviously contrasted with the unfaithful 
sons of Eli. This points to Samuel not Zadok. The account of his 
call is given immediately in ch. iii. and it concludes by saying (v. 20), 
"all Israel knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the 
Lord," a connecting link with the present passage, for it is the same 
Heb. word which is rendered "faithful," "sure, and "established." 
This is followed by the death of Hophni and Phinehas (ch. iv.). 

{Jf) The "sure house" which is promised does not necessarily imply 
succession to the priesthood. But if it had originally done so, might not 
the privilege have been forfeited by the sin of Samuel's sons (<£. viii. 
3), as in the case of the exactly »milar promise to Jeroboam (i Kings xi. 
38)? That SamuePs descendants flourished is clear, for his grandson 
Heman (i Chr. vi. 33) was David's chief musician, and father of four- 
teen sons and three daughters ( i Chr. xxv. i, 4, 5). 

(f) ** He shall walk before mine anointed (not, for ever, but) all the 
days of his life" (cp. i. 11). This is most naturally referred to Samuel, 
who was God's instrument for establishing the kingdom, and occupied 
a unique position as the authorised adviser of Saul. 
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and in my mind : and I will build him a sure house ; and 
he shall walk before mine anointed for ever. And it shall afi 
come to pass, that every one that is left in thine house shall 
come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel 
of bread, and shall say, Put me, I pray thee, into one of the 
priests' offices, that / may eat a piece of bread. 

Ch. III. I— 10. TAe Call of Samuel. 

And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before 3 
EIL And the word of the Lord was precious in those 
days j there was no open vision. And it came to pass at % 

(d) But it will be said, Samuel was no priest, only a prophet-judge. 
True he was not a priest by descent, and is nowhere expressly so called. 
But the expression ' I mHH raise up' (used so commonly of the judges) 
implies an extraordinary office. And during his lifetime Samuel filled 
the place of High-priest. The prerogative of the line of Aaron was in 
abeyance for a time, as a punishment for the corruption of Eli*s sons. 
Ahitub the son of Phinehas never appears in the history. Ahiah is not 
mentioned till after Saul's first rejection in Samuel's extreme old age 
(xiv. 3). Samuel exercised priestly functions by intercession (vii. p), by 
offering sacrifice (vii. 9, 10), by benediction (ix. 12, 13), by anomting 
Saul and David (x. i, xvi. 13, cp. i Kings i. 34). He may be compared 
with Moses who though not strictly a priest was sometimes regarded as 
such (Ps. xcix. 6). 

mine anoint] See notes on ii. 10, x. i, xii. 3. 

36. cfvucA] Lit. bow himself down. 

a piece of sihfer\ The Heb. word means such a coin cls beggars 
would receive. 

a morsel of bread] Rather, a cake of bread. The same word is used 
in x. 3 (£. V. loaves)^ and denotes a round flat cake or loaf. 

Ch. III. 1 — ^10. The Call of Samuel. 

1. the child Samuel] According to Josephus, Samuel had just 
completed his twelfth year when the word of Jehovah came to him. ^ 
In later times this age was a critical point in the life of a Jewish boy. I 
He then became ' a son of the Law,' and was regarded as personally ' 
responsible for obedience to it. It was at the age of twelve that 
''the child Jesus" first went up to Jerusalem along with his parents 
(Luke ii. 42)* 

ministered] Cp. ii. 11, 18. 

was precious] Rather, was rare. In the general decay of religion, I 
prophetic communications from God had almost entirely ceased. Cp. 
Amos viii. 11; Ps. Ixxiv. 9. We read of two prophets only in the 
days of the Judges ( Jud. iv. 4, vi. 8). 

there was no open vision] Rather, tliere was no Tlsion pnUUshad { 
aliroad. The word is used in a Chr. xxxi. 5 of the publication of a 
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that time, when Eli vxis laid down in his place, and his eyes 

3 began to wax dim, that he could not see ; and ere the lamp 
of God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark 

4 of God waSy and Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the 

5 Lord called Samuel : and he answered, Here am I. And 
he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I ; for thou calledst me. 
And he said, I called not ; lie down again. And he went 

6 and lay down. And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. 

decree (E.V. came abroad). There was no publicly acknowledged 
prophet, whose * word came to all Israel.* 

2. at thai time] This rendering is possible, but the Heb. literally 
means on that day, the memorable day which left such a deep mark 
upon Samuel's life. So the LXX. and Vulg. 

The words from *when ElV to ^was laid down to sleep* form a paren- 
thesis, describing the circumstances under which Samuel's call took 
place, (i) Eli was lying dawn in his place* (9) His eyes had begun to 
grow dim^ so that he could not see. These clauses serve to explain why 
Samuel ran to Eli when he heard the Voice. He would naturally sup- 
i pose that the infirm and half-blind old man required some assistance. 
(3) The lamp of God was not yet extinguished. This marks the time 
of night as shortly before daybreak, when the sacred light in the 
Sanctuary would bum dim or be put out. (4) Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of yehovcJi^ where the ark of God was. The order 
of the Hebrew requires this translation. The term 'temple' includes 
the buildings round the Tabernacle (see note on i. 9), in some of the 
chambers of which Eli and Samuel were sleeping, not of course in 
the Tabernacle itsel£ The Arh is expressly mentioned because it was 
the visible symbol of the Presence of Him from whom the Voice pro- 
ceeded. 

to wax] i.e. to grow, from A. S. weaxan^ Germ, wachsen. The word 
has passed out of general use in modern English. Wiclif has 'Biholde 
ye the lilies of the feeld hou thei wexen.^ 

the lamp of God] The seven-branched golden candlestick, now men- 
tioned for the last time, stood on the south side of the Holy Place, 
opposite the Table of Shewbread (Ex. xxv. 31 — 37). It was lighted 
every evening (Ex. xxvii. 20, 21, xxx. 7, 8), and was extinguished in 
the morning. In Solomon's temple it was superseded by ten separate 
candlesticks, but in the second temple the single candlestick was 
restored. It was carried to Rome by Titus after the capture of Jeru- 
salem, and figures conspicuously among the trophies sculptured on 
his triumphal arch, from which the familiar representation of it is 
derived. 

4. Here am T] Heb. Behold me^ the r^ular formula for expressing 
attention to a call and readiness to obey. Cp. Gen. xxii. i ; Is. vi. 8. 

6. And he ran] Note Samuel's alacrity to serve the aged priest, 
his spiritual father. 
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And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I ; 
for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my 
son ; lie down again. Now Samuel did not yet know the 7 
Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed unto 
him. And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. 8 
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I ; for 
thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had 
called the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Gk), lie 9 
down : and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, 
Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place. And the Lord came, and stood, xo 
and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel Then 
Samuel answered, Speak ; for thy servant heareth. 

1 1 — 14. Announcement of the Doom of EWs House, 

And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in n 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall 
tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli all things which la 
I have spoken concerning his house : when I begin, I will 

6. thou didst coil me] Simply, thon calledst, as in v. 5, and again in 
V. 8. There is no additional emphasis in the original. 

7. Now Samuel^ &c.] This verse explains why Samuel failed to 
recognise the Voice. 'Knowing the Lord' here denotes not the 
general religious knowledge of a pious Israelite, but the special know- 
ledge communicated by a personal revelation. The phrase is used in 
a different sense in iL 11. 

10. And the Lord came, and stood] The Heb. is emphatic : pre- 
sented lilmself. The Voice became a Vision {v. 15). Cp. Gen. xv. i; 
Num. xii. 6 — 8. The visible manifestations of Jehovah or the Angel of 
Jehovah in the O. T. were foreshadowings of the Incarnation. 

11—14. Announcement of the Doom of Eli*s House. 

11. I will do] I am dolnff. The catastrophe is certain. With 
God the future is as the present. 

at which both the ears of every one thai heareth it shall tingle] This 
expression is found again in i Kings xxi. 12, and Jer. xix. 3. In the 
latter passage there may be a tacit reference to this passage, suggesting 
a comparison between the destruction of Shiloh and the destruction of 
Jerusalem, such as is found elsewhere in Jeremiah (vii. la — 14, xxvi. 6). 

The appalling catastrophe thus predicted was the impending defeat 
of Israel by the Philistines, the death of £li's sons and £11 himself the 
capture of the Ark, and the desolation of the national Sanctuary. 

12. all things which I have spoken] See ch. ii. 27 — 36. 

1. SAMUEL C 
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13 also make an end. For I have told him that I will judge 
his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; 
because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 

14 them not. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of 
Eli, that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with 
sacrifice nor olSfering for ever. 

15 — 18. The Message delivered to Eli. 
x5 And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the doors 

when I begin^ 1 will also make an end\ Literally, * beginning and 
ending,* i.e. firom beginnlxig to end, fuUy and completely. 

18. For I have told him] The Hebrew may be translated either (a) 
And I have shewed him that I do Judge his house for ever: or {d) And 
IwlU shew hjm that I do Judge his house tor ever. If the first render- 
ing is adopted, the words refer to the doom already pronounced by the 
prophet : if the second, the words are to be taken in connexion with the 
previous verse, to signify that the impending catastrophe would be a 
sign to Eli that the judgment upon his house was permanent and irre- 
versible. Cp. ii. 34. 
judge] i.e. punish, as in Ezek. vii. 3, &c. 

for the iniquity which he knoweth] The Vulgate, followed by Luther, 
renders *for his iniquity because he knew that his sons dealt shamefully:* 
describing the judgment as inflicted upon Eli for his own sin in neglect- 
ing his duty as faSier (Deut. xxi. 18), high-priest (Deut. xvii. 12), and 
judge, and failing to restrain the misconduct of his sons. But the 
rendering of the E.V. which makes the iniquity of Eli's sons the ground 
of judgment, is possible, and agrees better with v, 14. 

made themselves vile] Elsewhere the Heb. word alwa3rs means to 
curse, or to blaspheme^ and is here best rendered made themselves 
accursed. There is a Jewish tradition that the original reading was 
'cursed me,^ which was altered by the scribes from motives of reve- 
rence. The rendering of the LXX. ' because his sons were blaspheming 
God,' gives the same sense, corresponding to a slight alteration of the 
present Hebrew text. Eli*s sons had blasphemed God and made light 
of him by their infamous conduct in His very presence. 

he restrained them not] But contented himself with gentle expostu- 
lation (ii. 23), instead of thrusting them out of the sacred office they 
had so grossly abused. By this weak indulgence he became partaker of 
their sins. 

14. shall not be purged] Lit., shall not cover itself; shall not make 
atonement for itself: The sons of Eli had sinned, *with a high hand,' 
against light and warnings, and for such unrepentant presumptuous 
offenders the Law had no atonement See Num. xv. 27 — 31. The 
doom of their house is pronounced, and ratified by the oath of Grod. 
Clearly however it is only to the temporal punishment of Eli^s family 
that the words refer in the first instance. Cp. Ts. xxii. 14. 

sacrifice nor offering] See note on ii. 29. 
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of the house of the Lord. And Samuel feared to shew 
Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, 16 
my son. And he answered. Here am I. And he said, 17 
What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto thee ? I 
pray thee hide // not from me: God do so to thee, and 
more also, if thou hide any thing from me of all the things 
that he said unto thee. And Samuel told him every whit, 18 
and hid nothing from him. And he said. It tr the Lord: 
let him do what seemeth him good. 

i9^Ch. IV. I. Samuel established as a Prophet in Israel, 
And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did 19 

16 — 18. The Message delivered to Eli. 

16. the doors of the house oftheLoRD.I As the tabernacle was closed 
by a curtain only, we must suppose that the doors of the enclosure in 
which it stood are meant. See note on i. 9. . We here learn incident- 
ally the nature of the service which Samuel performed at Shiloh. He 
acted as a subordinate Levite. Cp. i Chr. xv. 23; Ps. Ixxxiv. 10. 

Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision] He naturally shrank from 
delivering the fatal message to one whom he loved and revered. 

17. What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto theef\ The 
word Lord is not in the Hebrew. As in z^. 9 it is tacitly assumed 
that the speaker was Jehovah. 

Observe how Eli first simply asks for an account of what had passed, 
then demands a complete statement, and finally adjures Samuel to 
conceal nothing from him. 

God do so to theej and more also] Literally, ** so shall God do to thee 
and so shall He add." This form of adjuration is characteristic of the 
books of Samuel and Kings, in which it occurs eleven times. Else- 
where it is found in Ruth i. 17 only. 

18. every whit] Heb. 'all the words, '= every thing. JVhit is 
derived from A.-S. wiht, thing. 

// is the Lord] He Is Jehovab. For the depth of meaning involved 
in this confession, see Ex. xxxiv. 5 — 7. Eli, with all his faults, was 
still at heart faithful to God. He submits without a murmur to the 
divine sentence, leaving himself and his house in the hands of God. 
Compare the resignation of Aaron (Lev. x. 3), Job (Job i. 91, ii 10), 
and Hezekiah (Is. xxxix. 8). But it is the passive resignation of a 
weak character. Though he submits himself patiently to the will of 
God, he would not rouse himself to do it 

19 — ^IV. 1. Samuel established as a Prophet in Israel. 

19. The Lord was with him] This was the one source of strength 
for all the "heroes of Hebrew history;" for Abraham, Gen. xxi. 42; 
Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 15; Joseph, Gen. xxxix. a; Moses, Ex. iii. la; 

5—2 
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90 let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan even to £eer-sheba knew that Samuel was estab- 

Joshua, Josh. L 5; Gideon, Jud. vi. 16; David, i Sam. xvi. 18, 
xviii. 14. 

did let none of his words fall to the ground] The fulfilment of his 
prophetic utterances was the attestation of his divine mission. Cp. 
Deut xviii. 21, 32. ^Falling* is a natural metaphor in all languages 
for * failing.* Comp. Gk. trimw^ Lat. cadere. The word rendered 
'perform' in t^. 12 is the exact opposite, literally meaning 'to raise up.* 

20. from Dan even to Beer-shebdl The regular formula to denote llie 
whole extent of the land of Israel. It is first found in Jud. xx. i, and is 
common in the books of Samuel, but naturally disappears after the 
Division of the Kingdoms, occurring only once again, and that after the 
fall of the northern kingdom (2 Chron. xxx. 5). 

Dan — originally Leshem or Laish, a Sidonian colony — was captured, 
colonized, and re-named by a band of Danites (Josh. xix. 47 ; Jud. 
xviii). It was the northernmost town of the Holy Land, and stood 
upon a hill from the base of which springs one of the main sources 
of the Jordan, to flow through a rich and fertile plain towards the 
Lake of Merom. Here Jeroboam set up one of the golden calves 
(i Kings xii. 29, 30), but shortly afterwards it was sacked by Ben- 
hadad (i Kings xv. 20), and we hear no more of it. Its name, how- 
ever, probably survives to this day. Dan==/«^^, and the hill is still 
called Teil-el'Kady— '■^ mound of the jitdge** while the stream bears the 
name el-Ledddn^ which may possibly be a corruption of Dan. See 
Robinson's Biblical Researches in Palestine^ III. 390 ff. 

Beer- sheba^** well of the oath^** so named from the covenant which 
Abraham and Abimelech made there (Gen. xxi. 31 ; cp. Gen. xxvi. 
31 — 33): or possibly =**«^//<7/'j«/^" in allusion to the j«;«» ewe lambs 
with which tiie covenant was ratified (CJen. xxi. 29, 30). It was situated 
at the southernmost extremity of the land, on the confines of the desert. 
It was a notable place in the history of the patriarchs. 

(i) Here Abraham, Isaac and Jacob often dwelt (Gen. xxii. 19, 
xxviii. 10, xlvL 1). (2) Here Samuel's sons were established as judges 
^i Sam. viii. 2). (3) Hither came Elijah when he fled from Jezebel 
(i Kings xix. 3). (4) It was apparently the seat of an idolatrous 
worship in the days of Amos (Amos v. 5, viii 14). (5) It is mentioned 
for the last time as one of the towns reoccupied by the Jews on their 
return from the Captivity (Neh. xi. 27). 

The site of Beer-sheba is beyond question, for the name still survives 
in the Arabic Btr es-Sebd-''wellof seven "ox **wellofthelion," There 
are two principal, and five lesser weUs. "The water in both [the principal 
wells] is pure and sweet and in great abundance : the finest indeed we 
had found since leaving Sinai. Both wells are surrounded with drink- 
Ing-troughs of stone for camels and flocks ; such as were doubtless used 
of old for the flocks which then fed on the adjacent hills. The curb- 
stones were deeply worn by the friction of the ropes in drawing up 
water by hand." Robinson, Bib, Res, i. 204. But Lieutenant Cpnder 
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lished to be a prophet of the Lord. And the Lord ap- 21 
peared again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed himself 
to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the Lord. And the 4 
word of Samuel came to all Israel 

Ch. IV. I — 1 1. Defeat of Israel by the Philistines and Los^ 

of the Ark. 

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and 

made the disappointing discovery that the masonry is not very ancient. 
There is a stone in the large well with an Arabic inscription bearing a 
date in the twelfth century A.D. Tent Work^ 11. 96. 

wcLs established^ or, ** found faithful^*^ ** approved.^ The Heb. word 
is the same as that which, in ch. ii. 35, is rendered 'a faithful priest/ 
* a sure house ;' and the use of it here seems to indicate that Samuel's 
call was the beginning of the fulfilment of that prophecy. 

21. appeared again} Manifested himself m visions. Cp. w, 10, 
15; and the ancient prophetic title of Seer (ix. o). 

iy the word of the Lord] By the communication of prophetic mes- 
sages to Samuel. The state of things described in v, i was now 
reversed. The "word of Tehovah" was no longer "rare," there were 
visions "published abroad. 

Ch.'IV. 1. And the word of Samuel came to all Israel] Samuel 
communicated to all Israel the divine revelation which he had received. 
This clause should form the conclusion of ch. iii, not the commence- 
ment of ch. iv. In the latter position it would naturally mean that it 
was Samuel who summoned all Israel to the disastrous war against the 
Philistines. But he is never once mentioned in connexion with the 
war, and does not reappear on the scene for twenty years at least (vii. 
«» 3)» though in all probability his prophetic activity here recorded was 
in part contemporaneous with the Philistine oppression, during which 
his growing influence was marking him out as the future national 
deliverer. 

The Sept. here differs considerably from the present Hebrew text. 
Omitting obvious repetitions, v, 11 stands as follows: "And the Lord 
appeared again in Selom, for the Lord was revealed to Samuel. And 
£Ii was very old, and his sons walked perversely, and their way was 
evil in the sight of the Lord." 

Ch. IV 1—11. Defeat of Israel by the Philistines and 

Loss of the Ark. 

1. Now Israel went out] The Sept. and Vulgate contain an addi- 
tional clause, which softens the abruptness of the transition : "And it 
came to pass in those days, that the Philistines gathered together to 
fight against Israel." 

The abruptness of the narrative may be explained (i) because the 
historian only wishes to give an account of the war so £»: as it bears 
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pitched beside Eben-ezer: and the Philistines pitched in 
Aphek. And the Philistines put themselves in array against 
Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten 
before the Philistines : and they slew of the army in the field 
, about four thousand men. And when the people were come 
into the camp, the elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the 
Lord smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us 

upon his main subject, the fulfilment of the prophecies against Eli's 
house : (2) because probably the account of the battle widi the Phi- 
listines is extracted from some other book, in which it came in natu- 
rally and consecutively. 

The last mention of the Philistines was in Jud. xiii — ^xvi. In Jud. 
xiii. I we read that *' the Lord delivered the children of Israel into 
the hand of the Philistines forty years," and the best solution of the 
difficult question of the chronology of tJie Judges is to suppose that we 
are now at the middle of this period of Philistine oppression. The first 
twenty years of that oppression will then coincide with the last half of 
Eli's judgeship, and probably with Samson's judgeship of "twenty 
years in the days ot the Philistines" (Jud. xv. 20). There is no 
difficulty in supposing that Eli, who was a civil judge during this 
time and permanently resident at Shiloh, was contemporaneous with 
Samson, tne military leader of a guerilla warfare on the frontiers of 
Philistia. The second half of the period of Philistine oppression co- 
incides with the twenty years during which the Ark remained at Kirjath- 
jearim (ch. vii. 2). 

Might we not conjecture that the present renewal of the war was 
connected with Samson's death ? Either the Israelites took the aggres- 
sive to avenge their champion, or the Philistines thought to profit by 
the opportunity and reduce them to more complete subjection. 

the Philistines\ See Note IV. p. 238. 

Eben-ezerl =^** the stone of kelp. The name is used by anticipation. 
It was not given till twenty years afterwards, on the occasion of the 
great defeat of the Philistines, ch. vii. 12. 

Aphek'\= ** stronghold" the name of several places in Palestine. This 
Aphek was close to Eben-ezer {v. 6), in the neighbourhood of Mizpeh 
of^ Benjamin, near the western entrance of the pass of Bethhoron, and 
probably distinct from the Aphek of ch. xxix. i. 

2. of the army] Rather, in the battle array, (Lat. in acie). In the 
first encounter the Israelites, though defeated with severe loss, were not 
put to flight, but retired to the camp (v. 3). 

8. And when, &c.] Connect closely with v, 2 by rendering. And the 
people came to the camp, and the elders, &c. The use of the term 
people for army is characteristic of the time when there was no standing 
army, but a levy of all the men capable of bearing arms in time of war. 

the elders of Israel said] The officers of the army held a council of 
war, and resolved to fetch the Ark. On the Elders see note on viii. 4. 

3. Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us] The Israelites assume that 
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fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of Shiloh 
unto us, that when it cometh among us, it may save us out 
of the hand of our enemies. So the people sent to Shiloh, 4 
that they might bring from thence the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubims : 
and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of God. And when the ark s 
of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel 
shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again. 
And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they 6 
said. What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the camp 
of the Hebrews ? And they understood that the ark of the 

their defeat came firom Jehovah. Cp. Joshua vii. 7, 8. But instead 
of enquiring the cause of His displeasure, they fancy that His aid can be 
secured by the presence of the Ark. They may have recollected the 
words which Moses used when the Ark set forward, **Rise up, Lord, 
and let thine enemies be scattered ; and let them that hate thee flee 
before thee" (Num. x. ^5) : and how the Ark had led them to victory 
against Jericho (Josh. vi. 6). 

Possibly the Philistines, as upon a later occasion (2 Sam. v. ii), had 
brought die images of their gods into the field, and this suggested the 
idea of fetching the Ark. The superstition which confused the Symbol 
with the Presence was the natural result of the decay of religion. 

4. that they might bring\ Rather, and broii£:ht. 

the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts ^ which dwelleth between 
the cheruHms] Or, who sltteth enthroned upon the oherublm. The 
full title is chosen to describe the Ark {a) as the symbol of the cove- 
nant between Jehovah and Israel, in virtue of which they expected his 
help unconditionally ; (d) as the seat of the presence of the Lord of 
Hosts, which they thought would infallibly accompany it, and ensure 
victory to the armies of Israel. Cp. note onv, ai. 

the two sons of Eli were there with the ark] It seems best 

to follow the Sept. and Vulg. in omitting the word * there.' The nar- 
rative requires the statement that Hophni and Phinehas accompanied 
the Ark, not merely that they were at Shiloh, which we know already. 

rang again"] Cp. i Kings i. 45. 

6. the Hebrews] This name is used {a) by foreigners, as here (cp. ch. 
xxix. 3): (d) by the Israelites in speaking of themselves to foreigners 
(Ex. ii. 7): {c) when the Israelites are contrasted with foreigners 
(i Sam. xiii. 3, note, 7). It is either (i) a derivative from eber, a word 
meaning beyond, and was originally applied to Abraham as coming from 
beyond Sie Euphrates: or {2) a patronymic from Eber (Gen. x. 31, 94)* 
signifying the descendants of Eber. 

6—9. Observe how vividly the successive emotions of the Philis- 
tines are painted: astonishment^ when they heard the triumphant 
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7 Lord was come into the camp. And the Philistines were 
afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they 
said, Woe unto us : for there hath not been such a thing 

8 heretofore. Woe unto us : who shall deliver us out of the 
hand of these mighty Gods ? these are the Gods that smote 

9 the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be 
strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that 
ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been to 

xo you : quit yourselves like men, and fight And the Philis- 
tines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every 
man into his tent : and there was a very great slaughter ; for 

11 there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. And the ark 
of God was taken ; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phinehas, were slain. 

shout of the vanquished army : dismay, when they learnt its cause : 
manly resolution, when they had recovered from the first panic 

8. these mighty Gods'\ The heathen polytheists naturally suppose 
that Israel like themselves had * gods many.* 

with all the plagues^ Better, with an ntter overthrow, lit. 'with 
every kind of smiting.' The word used is the same as that rendered 
slaughter in v, 10, and the allusion is to the overthrow of Pharaoh in 
the Ked Sea, the shores of which are called wildemess in Ex. xiii. 10, 
not to the ten plagues, for which a different word is used in Exodus. 
The effect of the news of the destruction of Pharaoh upon the Philistines 
is alluded to in the Song of Moses, " Sorrow shall tsdce hold upon the 
inhabitants of Palestina'' (Ex. xv. 14): and Rahab speaks of it as 
inspiring the Canaanites with terror (Josh. ii. 9 — 11). 

9. quit yourselves^ i.e. behave. Cp. i Cor. xvi. 13. " To quit 
oneseir* = "to acquit oneself," to release oneself from obligation by 
meeting the claims upon or expectations entertained of oneself. It is 
derived from Lat. quietare, through Fr. quitter, Cp. Milton, Samson 
Agonistes, 1709, 

''Samson hath quit himself 
Like Samson.'' 

senfants] Tributary vassals. See Jud. xiii. i. The Philistines 
appear to have had some Israelites as actual slaves (ch. xiv. 11). 

10. they fled every man into his tent] The battle ended in a sauve 
qui peutj every man who could escaping to his own home. The use of 
the word tent is a relic of the nomad li^ in the wildemess. Cp. 1 Sam. 

XX. I. 

11. Hophni and Phinehas were slain] The " sign" given by the 
man of God that the whole doom pronounced against Eli's house 
would be executed (ch. ii. 34). 

The Psalmist's account of the catastrophe should be compared, Ps. 
Ixxviii. $6—64. 



w. 12—14.] .1. SAMUEL, IV. 73 

12—18. Tlie Death of Elu 

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and » 
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon 13 
a seat by the wayside watching : for his heart trembled for 
the ark of God. And when the man came into the dty, and 
told it^ all the dty cried out And when Eli heard the noise h 
of the crying, he said, What meaneth the noise of this tumult ? 

12—18. The Death of Eli. 

12. there ran a man of Ben/amin] Cp. a Sam. xviil. 19. The 
distance from Ebenezer to Shiloh was probably not more than twenty 
miles, so that a swift runner could easily arrive the same evening. Cp. 
to-day in 9. 16. 

There is a strange Jewish tradition that the man was Saul, who seized 
the tables of the law out of the hand of Goliath and fled 1 

out of the army] Out of the battle-array, as in z^. 3. 

with his clotnes rent and with earth upon his head] Signs of the 
deepest mourning. Cp. Josh. vii. 6; 2 Sam. i. s; Homer, //. xviii. 
93, and an exact parallel in Virg. Aen, xii. 609 — 611, describing the 
mourning of Latinus on the suicide of his queen Amata: 

"It scissa veste Latinus 
Coniugis attonitus fatis urbisque ruina, 
Canitiem immundo perfusam pulvere turpans." 

"Bowed to the earth with woe on woe, 
His consort dead, his town brought low, 
The hapless kins; his raiment tears, 
And soils with dust his silver hairs." 

18. Eli sat upon a seat] Was slttiii^ upon the seat, (or, bis seat). 
We must imagine him sitting upon hb official seat by the outer gate of 
the tabernacle enclosure {v, 18, cp. L 9, note), not by the town gate on 
the road by which the messenger entered, for the news does not reach 
Eli until aner it has been published in the town {v, 14). 

The Sept. represents a slightly different text, '*£li was on his seat 
by the side of the gate, watching the way.'* 

ail the city cried out] The opening stanzas of A3rtoun's ballad 
"Edinburgh after Flodden" in Lays ^ the Scottish Cavaliers give a 
vivid picture of the effect of the news of a defeat. 

"A murmur lone and loud, 
And a cry of &ur and wonder 
Bursts firom out the bending crowd. 
For they see in battered harness 
Only one hard-stricken man...'* 

VL he said] The Sept. adds ^to the men that stood by him* 
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15 And the man came in hastily, and told Eli Now Eli W€u 
ninety and eight years old ; and his eyes were dim, that he 

16 could not see. And the man said unto Eli, I am he that 
came out of the army, and I fled to day out of the army. 

17 And he said, What is there done, my son ? And the mes- 
senger answered and said, Israel is fled before the Philis- 
tines, and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people, and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are 

x8 dead, and the ark of God is taken. And it came to pass, 
when he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from 
off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck 
brake, and he died: for he was an old man, and heavy. 
And he had judged Israel forty years. 

19 — 22. Death of ElVs Daughter in Law, 

t9 And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, 
near to be delivered : and when she heard the tidings that 
the ark of God was taken, and that her father in law and 
her husband were dead, she bowed herself and travailed; 

came in hastily] Made liaete and came through the town to the 
tabernacle enclosure which stood on a slight eminence. 

16. his eyes were dim} Were set, a different word from that of 
ch. iii 2, found again in this sense only in i Kings xiv. 4. Eli was 
now totaUy blind. 

16. / am he] He has to announce himself to the blind old man 
who cannot see the tale of disaster which his dust-soiled, blood-stained 
garments tell all too plainly to the people. 

the army] Better, as in z^. 12, the iMittle-array. 
What is there done] Lit., What was the affair? Vulg. quid actum 
est? David uses the same phrase to the Amalekite in 2 Sam. i. 4. 

17. Observe the climax. Each blow is heavier than the preceding 
one. The rout of the army, the slaughter of the people, Eli's personal 
bereavement, the loss of the most precious treasure of Israel. The 
last blow is more than the aged High-priest can bear. 

18. the ark of God] National defeat and disgrace, family bereave- 
ment, were but trifles compared to the loss of the Ark, which seemed 
to prove that Jehovah had forsaken the people of his choice. " Where- 
fore should the heathen say. Where is now their God?" 

he had judged Israel forty years] See note on v. i. 

19—22. Death of Eli's Daughter in Law. 

19. his daughter in law] Her death is recorded (a) as being a fur- 
ther fulfilment of the doom of Eli's house : {b) for the sake of her 
pathetic dying words about the Ark. 
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for her pains came upon her. And about the time of her »> 
death the women that stood by her said unto her^ Fear not ; 
for thou hast bom a son. But she answered not, neither 
did she regard it. And she named the child Ichabod, say- ax 
ing, The glory is departed from Israel : because the ark of 
God was taken, and because of her father in law and her 
husband. And she said, The glory is departed from Israel : aa 
for the ark of God is taken 

Ch. V. I — 12. Chastisement of the Philistines for the 

Removal of the Ark. 

And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it 5 
from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod. When the Philistines took a 

20. Fear not] Cp. Gen. xxxv. 16 — 19. But the attempt to com- 
fort her was vain. The loss of the Ark so absorbed her mind, that 
even a mother's greatest joy (John xvi. 21) could not rouse her. 

21, 22. The connexion will be made clearer by a literal translation 
as follows. And she called the chUd I-chabod, (sajring, [nie] Qloxy ia 
departed from Israel), with reference to the ark being: taken, and 
with reference to her fieither In law and her hnsband. And she said, 
[The] Glory Is departed from Israel, because the ark of God was taken. 
Thus V. I'i is not mere tautology. In z'. 21 the narrator connects the 
name I-chabod with the triple loss, and inserts her words '* Glory is 
departed from Israel" parenthetically. In v. 22 he repeats them with 
an explanation. The £.V. appears to be wrong (though the Hebrew 
is not decisive) in regarding ''for the ark of God is taken" as the 
words of Phinehas* wife. 

21. I'Chabod\ The name means No-glory^ or Where is glory f Cp. 
Rachel's significant name for Benjamin, Ben-oni=i ''Son of my sorrow" 
(Gen. xxxv. 18}. 

7^ glory is departed from Israel] In Ex. xvi. 10, xl. 34, 35, and 
many other passages, "the glory of the Lord** denotes the visible ma- 
nifestation of the Presence and Majesty of Jehovah, known in later 
times as the Shechinah. The promise in Lev. xvi. 2, "I will appear in 
the cloud on the mercy seat, (c^. Ex. xxv. 21; Num. vii. 89), con- 
nects this manifestation specially with the Ark, and though it does not 
appear that the Cloud rested continually between the Cherubim, yet 
along with the Ark the Glory which was the pledge of Jehovah's Pre- 
sence ' had departed from Israel.* In Rom. ix. 4 St Paul mentions 
the glory as one of the special privileges of his nation. 

Ch. V. 1 — ^12. Chastisement of the Philistines for the 

Removal of the Ark. 

1. Ashdod] Ashdod (in Greek Azotus, Acts viii. 40), one of the five 
cities of the Philistine league, was situated on an eminence near the 
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the ark of God, they brought it into the house of Dagon, 

3 and set it by Dagon. Arid when they of Ashdod arose 
early on the morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his 
face to the earth before the ark of the Lord. And they 

4 took Dagon, and set him in his place again. And when 
they arose early on the morrow morning, behold, Dagon 
was fallen upon his face to the ground before the ark of the 
Lord ; and the head of Dagon and both the palms of his 
hands were cut off upon the threshold ; only the stump of 

5 Dagon was left to him. Therefore neither the priests of 

sea, about 35 miles W. of Jerusalem. It was a place of great strength, 
and special importance, from its position on the high road between 
Sjrria and Egypt It was assigned to Judah (Josh. xv. 47), but never 
conquered till the reign of Uzziah {1 Chr. xxvi. 6). The Assyrian 
king Sargon's 'Tartan' (i.e. General) took it about B.C. 716, and about 
B.C. 630 it proved its strength by resisting Psammitichus king of Egypt 
for 49 years. It was destroyed by Jonathan Maccabaeus (i Mace. x. 84), 
but rebuilt after the Roman conquest of Judaea. The village of Es-dM 
still preserves the ancient name and site. 

2. When the Philistines^ &c.] Better, And tbe FbUlstines took 
tbe ark of God and bronglit it. The repetition is characteristic of the 
Hebrew historical style. 

Dagon] Dagon (a diminutive of endearment from dd^ =fish) was 
the national god of the Philistines, worshipped also at Gaza (Jud. xvi. 
21 — 30), and elsewhere, as the name Beth-dagon (Josh. xv. 41. xix. 37) 
indicates. The stat ue of Dagon had the head and hands of a man ^ 
and the body ^ a fish. The fish was an emblem of fruitfiilness. See" 
Smith s uict, of the Bible, I. 381, or Layard's Nineveh, ii. p. 466, for 
a representation o f a fi sh-god, which is probably the Philistine Dagon, 
as the bas-reliefe at Khorsabad from wluch it is taken record the wars 
of Saigon with Syria. A corresponding goddess DercSto or Atargatis 
was worshipped at Askelon. 

The ark was placed in Dagon's temple as a votive-offering (cp. 
I Chr. X. 10), and to mark the supposed victory of Dagon over 
Jehovah. 

8. Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth] In the attitude of 
homage to the ark. Jehovah does not leave the Philistines to fancy 
that Uieir god has conquered Him. He will shew that He is *'the 
living God. "The idols shall be moved at his presence" (Is. xix. i). 

4. cut off upon the threshold] i.e. cut off and \ymg upon the door- 
sill, probably not of the main entrance to the temple, but of the chapel 
or recess in which the statue stood. In this position they would be 
liable to the indignity of being trampled upon by the priests and wor- 
shippers who entered the shrine. 

only the stump of Dagon was left to him] Lit., only Dagon was left 
upon him, Elmer some word for 'trunk' or 'body' has been lost in 
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Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon's house, tread on the 
threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day. But the hand 6 
of the Lord was heavy upon them of Ashdod, and he 
destroyed them, and smote them with emerods, even Ashdod 
and the coasts thereof. And when the men of Ashdod j 
saw that // was so, they said, The ark of the God of 
Israel shall not abide with us : for his hand is sore upon 
us, and upon Dagon our god. They sent therefore and g 
gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto them, and 

the original, or 'Dagon* is used to denote the fish-shaped body of the 
idol, from which the god derived his name. 

"Next came one 
Who mourned in earnest, when the captive ark 
Maimed his brute image, head and hands lopped off 
In his own temple, on the grunsel edge, 
Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers." 

Fareuitse Lostf I. 457. 

6. Therefore neither the priests^ &c.] As a mark of reverence for the 
spot where their idol had lain. Zeph. i. 9 does not appear to contain 
any reference to this practice, which was peculiar to the temple at 
Ashdod. 

unto this day\ The practice was still observed when the historian 
wrote. 

6. But the hand of the Lord] Rather, And. ''The hand of the 
Lord *'= the putting forth of His might. Chastisement now overtook 
the people as well as the god. 

he destroyed them^ and smote them with emerods] A double calamity 
fell upon them (i) Their land was ravaged by a plague of mice. The 
present Heb. text leaves this to be inferred from ch. vi 5, but the Sept. 
mserts here "And mice sprang up in the midst of their land, and 
there was a very deadly destruction in the city." This may be 
merely an inference from v* \i and vi. 5, but the numerous divergences 
of the Sept from the existing Heb. text in chaps, v. and vL (making 
full allowance for obvious glosses and errors of transcription) seem to 
shew that the Greek translators employed a text which had not been 
subjected to the final revision which fixed our present Heb. text. 

(2) Their bodies were attacked by a loathsome and painful disease, 
either (a) emerods = haemorrhoids or bleeding piles ; or more probably 
(b) boils^ which are a characteristic symptom of the oriental plague. 
The latter explanation agrees better with the infectiousness and fatality 
of the scourge. 

the coasts thereof] =the borders thereof. Coast is derived from costa^ 
a rib, or side, and originally meant any border or frontier-line, not 
the sea-line only, cp. Josh. i. 4. 

7. is sore] Le. severe. 

8. at/ the lords of the Philistines] A peculiar term Seren is used 



78 I. SAMUEL, V. [vv. 9, 10. 

said, What shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel ? 
And they answered, Let the ark of the God of Israel be 
carried about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of the 

9 God of Israel about thither. And it was so, that after they 
had carried it about, the hand of the Lord was against the 
city with a very great destruction : and he smote the men 
of the dty, both small and great, and they had emerods in 

xo their secret parts. Therefore they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. And it came to pass, as the ark of God came to 
Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, sa)dng, They have 
brought about the ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay 



exclusively to denote the five 'lords* who ruled in the five cities of the 
Philistine confederacy. In all probability it preserves their native 
title. They had all equal rights, for though Achish is called *' ^'if^ of 
Gath*' in ch. xxi. 10, xxviL 1, this is only from a foreign point of view, 
and he could not overrule the decision of his colleagues (xxix. 6 — 11). 
Here we find one city appealing to the rest for counsel in the calamity 
which had befallen it. 

unto GaiA] Gath may have been chosen because there was no 
Dagon-temple there, the Philistines attributing the plague to the anta- 
gonism between Jehovah and Dagon. 

The site of Gath cannot be fixed with certainty, but Mr Porter and 
Lieut Conder agree in the conclusion that it probably stood on the 
conspicuous hill now called Te/l-es-SAfi, 12 miles £. of Ashdod, at 
the foot of the mountains of Judah. ** The position is one of immense 
strength, guarding the mouth of the valley of Elah." Hence its im- 
portance as a border fortress, commanding one of the main approaches 
from Philistia to Judaea. It was captur«l by David (i Chr. xviii. i), 
fortified by Rehoboam (a Chr. xi. 8), taken by Hazael (2 Kings xii. 17), 
retaken and dismantled by Uzziah (2 Chr. xxvi. 6). There is no fur- 
ther notice of it in the Bible : but the Crusaders occupied Tell-es-S&fi, 
and built the fortress of Blanche Garde upon it. 

Gath was the native place of Goliath (ch. xvii. 4) : and the refiige of 
David from the persecutions of Saul (ch. xxi. 10, xxvii. 3). 

9. with a very great destrtiction\ Better, with an exceedixi|r great 
paalo, causing utter consternation. 

both small and great] i.e. both young and old : all the inhabitants. 
and they had emerods in their secret parts] Better, and l)oll8 broke 
out upon them. 

10. they sent the ark of God to Ekrori\ The most northerly of the 
five confederate cities, about 1 1 miles north of Gath. It was allotted to 
the tribe, of Judah (josh. xv. 45, 46), and was temporarily occupied 
(Jud. i. 18). Baal-zebub was the locsd deity (a Kings i. 2). The site 
is marked by the modem village of Akir. 

to usy to slay us and our people\ Lit., as in the margin, "to me. 
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us and our people. So they sent and gathered together all ix 
the lords of the Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of 
the God of Israel, and let it go again to his own place, that 
it slay us not, and our people: for there was a deadly 
destruction throughout all the city ; the hand of God was 
very heavy there. And the men that died not were smitten la 
with the emerods: and the cry of the city went up io 
heaven. 

Ch. VI. I — 9. The Philistines resolve to send hack the Ark. 

And the ark of the Lord was in the country of the 6 
Philistines seven months. And the Philistines called for a 
the priests and the diviners, saying, What shall we do 
to the ark of the Lord ? tell us wherewith we shall send 
it to his place. And they said, If ye send away the 3 
ark of the God of Israel, send it not empty ; but in any 

to slay me and my people." So too 'vav, 11. The singular seems to 
indicate that the *lord' acted as spokesman. 

11. and gathered together all the lords'] A second council of state 
was held, but the protest of the Ekronites was not listened to. The 
league was unwilling to part with the trophy of its victory. 

a deadly destruction] A deadly iMUilO: dismay caused by the fatal 
character of the disease. 

12. the cry of the city went up to heaven] Cp. Ex. ii. 33. The word 
used always denotes a supplication^ a cry for help. 

Each city was visited with a heavier judgment than the preceding 
one. "The longer the Philistines resisted and refused to recognise the 
chastening hand of the living God in the plagues inflicted upon them, 
the more severely would they necessarily be punished." So when Pha- 
raoh hardened his heart and refused to let the Israelites go, the hand of 
the Lord grew heavier and heavier, till an unwilling consent was wrung 
from him. 

Ch. VI. 1 — 9. The Philistines resolve to send back the Ark. 

1. The Sept. adds, at the end of the verse, " And their land swarmed 
with mice," probably an explanatory gloss in anticipation of v, 4. 

2. diviners] Men who professed to predict future events or inter- 
pret the will of heaven by tne observation of omens. See Ex. vii.ii; 
Dan. ii. a. Philistine diviners seem to have been celebrated. Cp. 
Is. ii. 6. 

8. send it not empty] Cp. Ex. xxiii. 15. All religions regard offers 
ing as a necessary part of worship. 

in any wise] i.e. "at all events," "certainly." Wise means "way 
of acting," "manner," "mode." 
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wise return him a trespass ofifering : then ye shall be healed, 
and it shall be known to you why his hand is not removed 

4 from you. Then said they, What shcUl be the trespass offer- 
ing which we shall return to him? They answered, Five 
golden emerods, and five golden mice, according to the num- 
ber of the lords of the Philistines : for one plague was on 

5 you all, and on your lords. Wherefore ye shdl make images 
of your emerods, and images of your mice that mar the 
land ; and ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel : perad- 

retum him a trespass offering\ A satisfaction or compensation in 
return for the injury done nim by the removal of the Ark. 

it shall be known to you\ If the removal of the plague followed the 
restoration of the Ark with due propitiation, they would know for cer- 
tain that its detention was the cause of the continuance of the plague. 
They were not yet convinced that their misfortune was more than 
"a chance" (». 9). 

4. emerods] Or, bolls. See note on ch. v. 6. 

according to the number of the lords of the Philistines'] The nimiber 
of the coi^ederate cities was naturally chosen to represent the whole 
people. 

6. images of your mice thai mar the land] The Heb. text now first 
definitely speaks of the plague of mice, which was alluded to in ch. v 6. 
The Sept. as we have seen mentions it in v. 6 and vi. i. The extra- 
ordinary voracity of field-mice, and the incredible rate at which they 
multiply, are noticed by many ancient writers on Natural History. 
Aristotle, in his History of AnimcUs (vi. 37) says, '*In many places 
mice are wont to appear m the fields in such unspeakable numbers, 
that scarce anything is left of the whole crop. So rapidly do they con- 
sume the com, that in some cases small farmers have observed their 
crops ripe and ready for the sickle on one day, and coming the next 
with the reapers, have found them entirely devoured." 

In 1848, It is said, the coffee crop in Ceylon was entirely destroyed 
by mice. 

These images are not to be compared with the talismans or amulets 
made by magicians and astrologers in later times to effect cures or 
avert evils, as is done by Kitto, who gives many examples of such 
charms {Bible Illustrations^ p. 84) : nor with the thank-offerings for 
recovery in the form of the injured members which may be seen sus- 
pended at the altars of Roman Catholic churches in Switzerland and 
Italy at the present day: but with ''a custom which according to the 
traveller Tavemier has prevailed in India from time immemorial, that 
when a pilgrim takes a journey to a pagoda to be cured of a disease, he 
offers to the idol a present, either in gold, silver, or copper, according 
to his ability, of the shape of the diseased or injured member. Such a 
present passes as a practical acknowledgment that the god has inflicted 
the suffering or evil." Thus in the present case the Philistines offered 
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venture he will lighten his hand from off you, and from off 
your gods, and from off your land Wherefore then do ye 6 
harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened 
their hearts? when he had wrought wonderfrilly among 
them, did they not let the people go, and they departed ? 
Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milch kine, ^ 
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to the 
cart, and bring their calves home from them : and take the s 

"representations of the instruments of their chastisements" as an 
acknowledgment that the plagues of boils and mice were inflicted by 
the God of Israel, and were not "a chance." Thereby they would 
"gye glory to the God of Israel." Cp. Rev. xvi. 9. 

The question has been raised, whether there was a plague of mice at 
alL The mouse was the Egyptian symbol of destruction, and the two 
kinds of images were, it is said, emblematic of the same thing, the 
pestilence. The words that mar the land may mean no more than 
"mice such as are commonly found in the country." The theory is 
more ingenious than probable. The natural inference from the text 
certainly is that there was a plague of mice, and it is quite in accord- 
ance with the practice of Hebrew writers that in a condensed narrative 
like the present, the fact of the desolation of the country should be 
barely mentioned in ch. ▼. 6; and the cause of it stated incidentally 
afterwards* 

We should compare (though with caution) the Brazen Serpent (Num. 
xxi. 8). (a) It too represented the instrument of chastisement: 
(3) Looking to it implied an acknowledgment of sin, and a desire for 
deliverance from punishment, as did the sending of these offerings by 
the Philistines. 

Vv, 4 and 5 stand as follows in the Sept: "And they say, What 
shall be the expiation for the plague which we shall return to it? And 
they said. According to the number of the satraps of the aliens five 
golden seats, for one calamity was on you, both on your rulers and on 
the people : and golden mice in the likeness of vour mice that mar the 
land." Possibly this is an intentional alteration to get rid of the 
apparent discrepancy with v, 18. See note there. 

6. ctt the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts] A second 
allusion (cp. ch. iv. 8) to the events of the Exodus. See £x. viii. 15, 
32, ix. 34. 

when he had Tvrtmght wonderfully among them] Or, wrought bis 
will upon them. The word is used in Ex. x. 1 (E. V. wrought), and 
I Sam. xxxi. 4 (E.V. abuse). The Sept. renders it by ifi^alj;€tp= 
mock. But the E. V. may be right here. 

7. Now therefore mahe. Sec] Heb. ^* And novr tahe aftd mahe 9. new 
cart "= set to work to make. Cp. 2 Sam. xviii. 18. The use of a new 
cart (cp. 3 Sam. vi. 3) and unyoked kine (Num. xix. 1 ; Deut. xxi. 3, 4) 
was a natural mark of reverence. 

I. SAMUKL 6 
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ark of the Lord, and lay it upon the cart ; and put the 
jewels of gold, which ye return him /or a trespass offering, in 
a coflfer by the side thereof; and send it away, that it may 
9 go. And see, if it goeth up dy the way of his own coast ^ 
Beth-shemesh, t/ien he hath done us this great evil : but if 
not, then we shall know that it is not his hand tAat smote 
us ; it was a chance tAaf happened to us. 

lo — 1 8. The plan carried out and the Ark restored to Israel. 

ie And the men did so ; and took two milch kine, and tied 

IX them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home : and 

they laid the ark of the Lord upon the cart, and the coffer 

with the mice of gold and the images of their emerods. 

8. jewels of gold] Jewel is here used in a general sense =B"anv 
precious or cosdy object." The Heb. word simply means "articles 
or "vessels." 

9. his own coast] HiB own border, as in v. i^. See ch. v. 6, note. 
'*Ifis** refers to the Ark. The neuter possessive pronoun **ils** is not 
found in the original edition of the £.V. See The Bible Word-Book^ 
p. 972. 

to Beth-shemesh] = ** House of the Sun," probably the same as /r- 
shenush =3 * * City of the Sun " (Josh. xix. 41). It was a priestly city (Josh. 
zxi. 16) on the border of the tnbe of Judah (Josh. xv. 10), about la 
miles S.E. of Ekron. Its position is identified by the modem village 
oiAin .SA^wjCs "Fountain of the Sun") in the Wady es SHrdr, and is 
described by Robinson as " a noble site for a city, a low plateau at the 
junction of two fine plains," the " valley" in which the Beth-shemeshites 
were reaping their wheat (v, 1 3). ** Here are vestiges of a former exten- 
sive city, consisting of many foundations and remains of ancient walls of 
hewn stone . • . Enough yet remains to make it one of the largest and 
most marked sites which we had anywhere seen." Biblical Researches, 
II. 334. 

Beth-shemesh was the scene of Amaziah's defeat by Jehoash (1 Kings 
xiv. II, 13) : and with other towns was taken from Ahaz by the Phi- 
listines (2 Chr. xxviii. 18). Its name, and that of ffar-cheres^^^Movaii 
of the Sun" (Jud. i. 35), which was evidently in the neighbourhood, 
point to an ancient s\m-worship in the country. 

then he hoUh done us this great evil] Observe the completeness of 
the test. If cows unaccustomed to the yoke drew the cart quietly ; if 
in spite of their natural instincts they deserted their calves; u without 
human guidance they went straight to the nearest Israelite town ; the 
obvious conclusion must be that they were controlled by a supernatural 
power, and that that power was the God of Israel. Compare Gideon's 
'signs,' consisting of phenomena contrary to expectation (Jud. vi. 
37 ff). 
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And the kme took the straight way to the way of Beth-she- n 
mesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they went, 
and tamed not aside to the light hand or to the Idt ; and 
the lords of the Philistines went after them onto the border 
of Beth-shemesh. And they cf Beth-shemesh were reaping 13 
thdr wheat harvest in the valley : and they lifted up Uieir 
eyes^ and saw the ark, and rejoiced to see it And the cart 14 
came into the field of Joshua, a Beth-shemite, and stood 
there, where there was a great stone : and they clave the 
wood of the cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering unto 
the Lord. And the Levites took down the ark of the 15 
Lord, and the coffer that W€u with it, wherein the jewels of 
gold werCy and put them on the great stone: and the men of 

10 — ^18. The plan ca&kisd out and ths Ark restorkd to 

Israel. 

12. took the straight way to the way of Beth-^hemesK^ Better, want 
ttnlglit finrwBxd on the road to Beth-shemesh. 

lowing as they werU\ For t]|eir lost calves. 

18. they of Beth-shemesh were reaping their wheat haroesf\ A 
description of harvest in Philistia by a modem traveller helps us to 
realise the scene in the valley of Beth-shemesh, which was suddenly 
suspended by the appearance of the Ark. "When the fog dispersed 
the whole plain app^ured to be dotted over with harvesting parties, 
men reaping, women and children gleaning and gathering the grain 
into bundles, or taking care of the flocks which foUowed dosely upon 
the footsteps of the gleaners. All seemed to be in good humour, 
enjo3ring the cool air of the morning. There was singinfir alone and in 
chorus, incessant talking, home-made jokes, and laughter long and 
loud.'* Thomson's The Land and the Bookj p. 543. 

This notice fixes the time of year as the end of May or beginning of 
Tune. Robinson saw wheat harvest in progress at G^ on uie loui of 
May, and just commencing at Hebron on Uie 4th of June. Bibf, Res. 

L 431- 

in the valleyl Heb. ^^tmek^** denoting '*the long broad sweeps some- 
times found between parallel ranges of hills.** Sin. and Pal. p. 481. 

1^ Joshua a Beth'shemite\ Joshua the Beth-shemeshite. Our 
translators have copied the Vulgate in abbreviating the form, as in the 
case of ' Benjamite for ' Benjaminite.* 

they clave the wood of the carty &c.] For a similarly extemporised 
sacrifice see 1 Sam. xxiv. ai. Cp. also i Kings xix. i\. 

10. And the Levites took dawn\ Rather, m accordance with v. 14, 
Now the Levites had taken down. As Beth-shemesh was a priestly 
city, '* Levites** appears to be used here in a general sense to mean 
"members of the tnbe of Levi,** not in its technical sense of ** Levites** 
as distinguished fi-om "priests." Cp. Ex. iy. 14; Josh. iii. 3. 

6— a 
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Beth-shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices 
x6 the same day unto the Lord. And when the five lords of 
the Philistines had seen it^ they returned to Ekron the same 
17 day. And these are the golden emerods which the Philis- 
tines returned /<7r a trespass offering unto the Lord; for 
Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, 
x8 for Ekron one ; and the golden mice, according to the num- 
ber of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to the five 
lords, both of fenced cities, and of country villages, even 
unto the great stone <2^ Abel, whereon they set down the ark 
of the Lord : which stone remaineth unto this day in the 
field of Joshua, the Beth-shemite. 

19 — Ch. VII. I. The Penalty of Irreverence, Removal of 

the Ark to Kirjath-jearim, 

x9 And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because they 

the men of Beth-shemesh, &c.] In addition to the offering of the 
kine mentioned in the previous verse, the inhabitants of the town 
brought offerings of their own. The burftt-offerings s3rmbolized renewed 
consecration of the worshippers to the service of Jehovah: the sacri- 
fices were thank-offerings to Jehovah for His goodness in restoring the 
Ark. 

17, 18. We have here a specific description of the propitiatory 
offering actually sent; {a) a golden "boil" for each chief city: \p) a 
golden mouse for each city and village throughout the whole country. 
The apparent discrepancy between the latter statement and v, 4 
vanishes if we regard z/. 4 as merely the proposal of the priests, and 
z/. 18 as a description of what was actually done. The reason for the 
offering of mice from the whole country probably was that the plague 
of mice had ravaged the whole country, while the pestilence was 
chiefly confined to the great cities. 

fenced cities'] Fortified or walled cities, contrasted with the "country 
villages" or unwalled towns. Cp. Deut. iii 5. 

even unto the great [stone of] Abel] If the present Heb. text is cor- 
rect, Abel (= "lamentation") must be regarded as a proper name 
given to the great stone in Joshua's field from the lamentation for the 
disaster recorded in v. ip. But there is no mention of such a name 
having been given to it : it is scarcely natural that this stone should be 
taken as the boundary of the land of the Philistines : and the sentence 
as it stands is imgrammatical. It seems best to follow the Targum 
and Sept. in reading "stone" instead of Abel, and to make a sHght 
further alteration of the text, by which we obtain good sense and 
grammar : either (a) " And the g^reat stone whereon they set down the 
ark of the Lord is a witness unto this day in the field of Joshua the 
Beth-iOLemeBlilte." (Cp. Gen. xxxi. 53) : or {b) "The great stone . . . 
xemalnetli imto this day." 
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had looked into the ark of the Lord, even he smote of the 
people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men : and the 
people lamented^ because the Lord had smitten many of 
the people wM a great slaughter. And the men of Beth- «> 

29 — Ch. VIL 1. Ths Penalty of Irrbverencs. Removal op 

THE Ark to Kirjath-jearim. 

19. beciiust they had looked inio the ar£\ Better, tMcaiue tbay had 
gaied upon tlie ark. The rendering of the £. V. follows the explana- 
tion given by Rabbinic commentators^ but the expression used signifies 
rather "to gaze upon with profisuie curiosity.** The priests of Beth- 
shemesh must have known that even the Levites were forbidden to look 
upon the furniture of the Holy of Holies upon pain of death (Num. iv. 
19, ao), but instead of hastening to cover it with befitting reverence^ 
the^ left it exposed to the public gaze, and brought down a judgment 
which was intended to vindicate the holiness of Jehovah. Certainly 
they were not punished for the unavoidable sight of the Ark as it 
approached them, at which they justly rejoiced (v. 13). 

It seems not improbable, however, that there is some corruption in 
the Heb. text here. The repetition "and he smote," " even he smote," 
is somewhat strange, and the Sept. has the following entirely different 
reading, which may possibly represent an earlier text. "And the 
sons of Jechonias rejoiced not among the men of Bethsamus because 
they saw the ark of the Lord : and he smote among them, &c." i.e. 
either firom indifference or irreligion they took no part in the general 
rejoicing and were punished for their impiety. 

fifty thousand and threescore and ten men] It is generally agreed 
that there is some mistake in the text here, (a) The anomalous order 
of the numerals in the Hebrew (70 men 50,000 men), and the absence 
of the conjunction and mark corruption, (b) The village of Beth- 
shemesh cannot possibly have contained such a number of inhabitants. 
It seems best with Josephus and some Heb. MSS. to omit 50,000 
altogether. Possibly the number was originally expressed by a letter 
used as a numerical sign, and explained once rightly and once wrongly 
in marginal notes, both of which eventually crept into the text. " A 
like instance of the intrusion of a number into the text is found in Neh. 
viL 70, where the number 500 is erroneously added to the 30 (or 33) 
Priests* garments given by Nehemiah, to make up 100 with the 67 given 
by the congregation. See £zr. ii. 69, and Neh. vii. 7a.*' Speaker's 
Comm, p. 374. 

Many explanations of the passage with the retention of the number 
50,000 have been attempted. The only one deserving of notice is that 
50,000 is the number of the people, 70 the number of those that were 
smitten among them. But apart from the improbability that the village 
contained so many inhabitants, (and 9. ai implies that the news of the 
return of the Ark had not spread so as to bring in others from a dis- 
tance), this meaning can only be imposed upon the Hebrew and not 
fiiurly extracted from it. 
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shemesh said, Who is able to stand before this holy Lord 

ai God? and to whom shall he go up from us? And they 

sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, saying, 

The Philistines have brought again the ark of the Lord ; 

7 come ye down, and fetch it up to you. And the men of 

Snch errors as this, to which the text of any ancient book is liable in 
the process of transmission, do not affect the general historical trust- 
wortniness of the narrative, and the freest acknowledgment of them in 
no way precludes a full belief in the Inspiration of Scripture. 

had smitten many of the people with a great slcutghter\ Lit., " had 
smitten the people with a great smiting." 

20. Who is able to stand before this holy Lord God?] Before Jeho- 
vah this holy God. Holiness is an especial attribute of Jehovah, 
demanding a corresponding holiness on the part of the people among 
whom He promised to dwell (Ex. xxix. 45, 46; Lev. xi. 44, 45). 
Chastisement was necessary to teach the men of Beth-shemesh thBt 
their sinfulness could not stand before the holiness of God (cp. Mai. iii. 
a ; Lk. v. 8) : but instead of fitting themselves for His Presence, they 
desired to free themselves from the burden of it. Cp. Matt. viii. 34. 

We should compare the judgment upon Uzzah, after which David 
feared to bring the Ark into Jerusalem. (2 Sam. vi. 7 — 9.) 

to whom shall he go up from us f\ They regard the Presence of Jeho- 
vah as inseparable &om the Ark. 

21. Kirjath'jearim\ i. e. ** dty of forests^* originaUy belonged to 
the Gibeonites (Josh. ix. 17), and was one of the frontier cities of 
Judah (Josh. xv. 9). 

The site is probably to be fixed at the modem village of Kuryet-el" 
enabf Le. "city of the grape," which stands among the hills, 8 or 9 
miles N.£. of Ain Shems, **A ride over ruined rocky paths, some of 
the worst in the country, brought us to Kureit-el-Enab, the ancient 
Kirjath-jearim, in a pleasant valley of olive-groves, abounding in jays 
and hawks. We dismounted to visit the old Gothic church, said to 
have been built by the English Crusaders, and still quite perfect, 
though desecrated by the Moslem villagers to the uses of a cow-shed." 
Tristram, Land of Israel, p. 397. [See however Add. Note ix. p. 445.] 

Kirjath-jearim was also c^led Baalah (Josh. xv. 9), Baale-Judah 
(3 S. vi. a), and JCiriath-baal (Josh. xv. 60), names which point to the 
former existence of Baal- worship in the place. 

The Ark was probably taken to Kirjath-jearim, which was neither a 
priestly nor Levitical dty, as being the nearest place of importance on 
the road to Shiloh, but why it was not restored to its old resting-place 
does not appear. Possibly Shiloh, as the central seat of worsmp and 
government, was occupied by the Philistines after the battle of Aphek. 
Certainly it never reguned its old importance. See Jer. vii. la — 14, 
xxvi. 6. 

come ye doTvn] Kirjath-jearim was among the hills of Judah on 
higher ground than Beth-shemesh. 
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Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of the Lord, 
and brought it into the house of Abinadab in the hill, and 
sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark of the Lord. 

2 — 6. 2^ National Repentarue and RefomuUion under 

Samuel. 

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath- a 
jearim, that the time was long : for it was twenty years : and 
all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord. And 3 
Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, sa3dng. If ye do 
return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put away 
the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and pre- 

Ch. VII. 1. into the house of Abinadab in the hill] On the hill, 
some eminence in or near the town. In a Sam. vi. 4, 5, the E.V. 
wrongly takes the same word as a proper name, ** in GibeethJ* 

Abmadab was probably (as Josephus says) a Levite : for the Israelites 
would scarcely have ventured to violate the law by entrusting the Ark 
to a lajnnan after the late judgment. 

sanctified Eleazar\ Consecrated him and set him apart for the 
special duty. ''Nothing is said of Eleazar's consecration 9& priest . . . 
He was constituted not priest, but watchman at the grave ot the Ark, 
by its corpse, until its future joyful resurrection.*' 

The words of Psalm cxxxil o, "We found it in the fields of the wood** 
refer to this sojourn of the Ark at Kirjath-jearim. The word translated 
"wood" ]sjaarf which is the singular ol jearim, 

2—6. The National Repentance and Reformation under 

Samuel. 

2. And it came to pass, &c.] Better, And It oame to pass, from the 
day when the ark rested In mxjath-Jearim, that a long time elajraed, 
even twenty years. Twenty years was not, as the £.V. seems to imply, 
the whole duration of the Ark s sojourn at Kirjath-jearim, but the time 
that elapsed before the reformation now to be recorded. 

The period here passed over in silence was a dark page in Israel's 
history, politically and religiously. They were vassals of the Philis- 
tines, reduced apparently to abject submission. The public worship of 
Jehovah was intermitted ; for the Tabernacle seems to have been dis- 
mantled, and the Ark was in a private house. The people sank into 
gross idolatry. But meanwhile Samuel was growing in strength and 
influence, and when the right moment came and the desire for better 
things sprang up as the fruit of his prophetic labours, he was ready to 
take his place as the leader of the nation. 

lamented after the Lord] As a child follows the father who has 
been forced to turn away in anger, and with sighs and tears entreats for 
reconciliation. 

8. the strange gods and Ashtaroth] The strange gods and 
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pare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: 
and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashta- 

5 roth, and served the Lord only. And Samuel said. Gather 
all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the 

tlie Ashtaroths: "the Baalim and the Ashtaroth'* of v. ^ Baalim is 
the plural of Baal, Ashtaroth of Ashioreth^ and the plural denotes either 

(a) the numerous images of these deities, or [b) the different forms under 
which they were worshipped, as Baal-Peor, Baal-Berith, Baal-Zebub. 

Baal {=.lord) was the supreme male deity of the Phoenician and 
Canaanite nations, and probably is to be identified with the Babylonian 
Bel, 

Ashtoreth (Gr. Astarie) was the corresponding female deity, wor- 
shipped in Babylonia under the name Ishtar as the goddess of battles 
and victories, in which character she also appears among the Philistines, 
war-spoils being dedicated to her (ch. xxxi. 10). Her symbol was the 
Ashirah (rendered **^ove" in the E.V., Jud. iii. 7 and frequently), 
probably a wooden column or image resembling the sacred tree of the 
Assyrians, the worship of which is very commonly coupled with that 
of Baal. 

The Baal-worship which began in the wilderness, when the Israelites 
"joined themselves to Baal-peor'* the god of Moab, seems never to 
have been thoroughly eradicated during the period of the Judges. See 
Josh. xxiv. as; Jud. ii. 11 — 13, iii. 7, viii. 33, x. 6. 

prepare your hearts unto the Lord] Bet your hearts steadfastly 
towards Jehovah. 

serve him only] For He is a jealous God, who cannot endure a rival. 
His command is "Thou shalt have none other gods beside Me." 

6. to Mizpeh] Mlzpali, (in Heb. always with the definite article, 
as retaining its meaning, "the watch-tower,") was the meeting-place 
of the national assembly on two other important occasions in this 
period: (a) when war was declared against Benjamin (Jud. xx.); 

(b) when Saul was elected king (ch. x. 17); and (c) once in later 
times, on an occasion not unlike the present, when Judas Macca- 
baeus mustered Israel to revolt against the tyranny of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes (i Mace. Qi. 44 — 46). - It belonged to the tribe of Benjamin 
(Josh, xviii. 26). Its site has not been identified, but is conjectured to 
be either (a) Neby SamTtftl, a conspicuous hill rising to the height of 
0935 ft., about 5 miles N.W. of Jerusalem: or (b) Scopus^ the broad 
ndge immediately north of Jerusalem. In favour of the latter site are 
(a) the similarity of the name ((nr^ros^ watchman): (b) the description 
of the place in i Mace. iii. 46. as ** over against Jerusalem.** 

It must be carefully distinguished from Mizpah in Gilead (Jud. x. 17, 
xi. ii). 

/ will pray for you unto the Lord] Other instances of Samuel's 
prayers are mentioned in viii. 6, xii. 17— -19, 23, xv. 11. He is quoted 
as the type of successful intercessors in Ps. xcix. 6; Jer. xv. i. 
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Lord. And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew 6 
water, and poured it out before the Lord, and fasted on 
that day, and said there, We have sinned against the Lord. 
And Sajnuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 — 1 2. Total Rout of the Philistines at Ebenezer, 

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 7 
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel And when the children of Israel 
heard /V, they were afraid of the Philistines. And the chil- s 
dren of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto the 
Lord our God for us, that he will save us out of the hand 
of the Philistines. And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and 9 
offered it for a burnt oflfering wholly unto the Lord : and 
Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel ; and the Lord heard 
him. And as Samuel was ofifering up the burnt ofifering, the zo 

6. and drew waUr^ and poured it out before the Lord] A symbol- 
ical act which has no exact parallel in the O.T., but was probably 
significant of the outpouring of their hearts before Jehovah in peni- 
tence and supplication. Cp. ch. i. 15; Ps. Ixii. 8; Lam. ii. 19. The 
paraphrase of the Targum is, "And they poured out their heart in re- 
pentance before JehoysSu" 

and fasted on that day] As oft the great day of Atonement (Lev. 
xvi. ap), in token of humiliation and contrition for their sin. 

We have sinned against the Lord^ They made a public confession. 
Cp. Jud. X. 10. 

And Samuel judged^ &c.] As prophet he effected the relimous 
reformation, and then taking his place as the chief ma^trate of the 
state, he provided for the civil and political reorganization of the 
people. That the assembly lasted some time is clear from v, 7. The 
Philistines had time to muster their army before it dispersed. 

7 — ^12 Total Rout of the Philistines at Ebenezer. 

1. when the Philistines heard^ &c.] The lords naturally regarded a 
national assembly of their vassals as a preliminary step towards revolt, 
and mustering the army of the confederation, marcned up towards 
Mizpah. 

9. a sucking Iambi Which might not be less than seven days old, 
according to Lev. xxii. ay. 

for a burnt offering wholly unto the Lord] The whole animal was 
burnt upon the altar to denote the entire consecration to Jehovah of 
those who were pleading for deliverance. 

and the Lord heard him} Better, answered lilm. Cp. Ps. xcix. 6, 
and note on v, 5. 
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Philistines drew near to battle against Israel : but the Lord 
thundered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philis- 
tines, and discomSted them ; and they were smitten before 

XX Israel And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and 
pursued the Philistines, and smote them, until they came 

xa under Beth-car. Then Samuel took a stone, and set // be- 
tween Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben- 
ezer, sa)dng. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 

1 3 — 1 7. Summary Account of SamuePs Judgeship. 

x3 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more 
into the coast of Israel : and the hand of the Lord was against 

10. thundered with a great thunder] Lit., with a great yolce. 
Thunder is the "voice of God" (Ps. xxix. 3, 4). Cp. ch. ii. 10; 2 Sam. 
xxii. 14, 15. 

discomfited them] The Heb. word expresses the confusion of a sudden 
panic, and is especially used of supernatural defeats. Cp. Ex. xiy. 34 
(£.V. troubled); Josh. x. 10; Jud. iv. 15; 1 Sam. xxiL 15. 

and they were smitten before Israel] The thunder which dismayed 
the Philistines gave courage to the Israelites. The verb ^Hhey were 
smitten" (different from the one similarly translated in the next verse) 
is specially spoken of God, e.g. ch. iv. 3. 

31. until they came under Bet^-car] Beth-car (=^** house of a 
lamb,** or *^ house of pasture ") was apparently on high ground over- 
hanging the road back to Philistia. 

12. Eben-ezer] i.e. " IVie Stone of Help^ a memorial set up be- 
tween Mizpah and Shen, (in Heb. with the definite article) = **3T4^ 
Toothy* probably some conspicuous "tooth** or spire ot rock. Cp. 
xiv. 4. The exact place is unknown, but "exactly at the spot where 
twenty years before they had obtained their great victory, the Philis- 
tines were totally routed.*' [See however Add. Note ix. p. 245.] 

Hitherto, &c.] i.e. Up to this time. The deliverances of the past are 
a pledge of continued help for the future. 

18 — ^17. Summary Account of Samuel's Judgeship. 

18. So the Philistines were subdued] Cp. Jud. iii. 30, iv. 23, 24. 
The word signifies *^were brought low,** but does not imply complete 
subjugation. The forty years oppression Qud. xiii. i) now came to an 
end. 

they came no more into the coast of Israel] The same phrase is used 
in 2 Kings vi. 23, where the very next verse speaks of a fresh invasion. 
It is obvious therefore that the Hebrew historian could use the ex- 
pression relatively and not absolutely, to describe a cessation of the 
Philistine inroads ffr the time being. How long it lasted we are not 
told, but 
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the PhUistines all the days of Samuel. And the cities which 14 
the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, 
from Ekron even unto Gath; and the coasts thereof did 
Israel deliver out of the hands of the Philistines. And 
there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. And 15 
Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And he went 16 



the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Sa- 
muel] Yet we find the people groaning under the Philistine oppression 
(ix. 16) : a garrison or a tribute-collector stationed at Gibeah (x. 5, xiii. 
3): a general disarmament of the nation by the Philistines (xiii. 19): 
Hebrew slaves in the Philistine camp (xiv. ai): and three invasions of 
the land (xiii. 5, xvii. i, xxiii. 37) : all during Samuel's lifetime. We 
must then understand the statement in the text as either (a) *'a general 
expression allowable in such a brief survev as is here given :" or {b) as 
referring only to the period of Samuel s active judgeship. In the 
latter case we may conjecture that the Philistines re-established their 
ascendancy in his old age, in consequence of the weak and corrupt 
government of his sons. 

14. from Ekron even unto Gath'] The towns which lay on the 
Danite frontier between these places were restored to Israel, not how- 
ever including Ekron and Gath themselves. There is no evidence that 
Gath had ever been occupied by the Israelites, and Ekron was only 
held for a short time (Jud. I 18). 

the coasts thereof] The territory belonging to these frontier towns. 
The Sept. reads "the border of Israel." 

there was peace between Israel and the Amorites] The Amorites are 
mentioned as the most powerful enemies of Israel next to the Philis- 
tines. ^^Amorite^* is probably a local not a tribal name, meaning 
^* highlandery^ contrasted with " Canaanite,^ which means ^Uowlander, 
On the W. of Jordan they lived chiefly in the mountainous country of 
Judah and Ephraim (Num. xiii. ap; Josh. x. 5): £. of Jordan they 
occupied the high plateau of rich pasture-land between the Jabbok and 
the Amon, from which they had expelled the Moabites (Num. xxi. 13, 
a6), and were in their turn disposse^ed by the Israelites. 

In the Egyptian inscriptions the Amorites give their name to the 
whole country of Canaan, and in several passages of the O.T. the 
name appears to be used loosely of the original inhabitants in general. 
Possibly this is the case here. 

16. Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life] This, like the 
statement of v. 13, must be understood with qualiBcations : for {a) 
Samuel in his old age made his sons judges (viii. i): {fi) Saul was made 
king a considerable time before Samuel s death. But it does not con- 
tradict the subsequent history. Clearly his sons supplemented but did 
not supersede their father's judicial office; and Samuel retained a civil 
and religious authority even after Saul had become the military leader 
of the people. 
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from year to year in circuit to Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Miz- 
17 peh, and judged Israel in all those places. And his return 
was to Ramah; for there was his house; and there he 
judged Israel; and there he built an altar unto the Lord. 

16. to Beth-el\ About 8 miles N. of Jerusalem the ruins of BHttn 
mark the site of the ancient city of Beth-el^ formerly the royal Canaanite 
city LuM (Gen. xxviii. 19), at the head of the pass of Michmash and 
Ai. (a) Near it Abraham built an altar (Gen. xii. 8). (^) There 
Jacob saw the Vision of the Ladder set up to heaven (Gen. xxviii. 11 ff.), 
and received the confirmation of his new name Israel (Gen. xxxv. 10), 
and from these revelations called the place Beth-el or **The House of 
God." [c) There in the days of the Judges the Ark rested for a time 
and an altar was set up (Jud. xx. 18, a6 — a8, where "the bouse of 
God" in the E.V. should be "Beth-el:" cp. i Sam. x, 3). {d) There 
after the Disruption of the Kingdoms Jeroboam set up his idolatrous 
parody of the worship of Jehovah (i Kings xii. 39, 33), and Beth-el 
"the house of God" became in the language of the prophet Beth-aven 
"the house of naught," i.e. of idols (Hos. iv. 15, x. 5). 

The name Beth-el appears to have been applied originally to the 
sanctuary in the neighbourhood of Luz, and not to have been given to 
the city till after its conquest by the tribe of Ephraim. 

For a graphic description of Beth-el see Stanley's Sinai and PaleS' 
tintt pp. ^17 — a 2 3. 

and Gilgal\ Gilgal ( = **the Rollings " Josh. v. 9) was the first station 
of the Israelites after the passage of the Jordan, where (a) the men 
bom in the wilderness were circumcised (Josh. v. 2); (b) the First 
Passover was celebrated (Josh. v. 10) ; {c) m all probability the Ark 
rested during the conquest of the land. Now it appears as the chief 
religious and political centre of the nation, where (i) sacrifices are 
offered (ch. x. 8) ; (2) assizes held ; (3) the national assembly convened 
(xi. 14, 15); (4) the army mustered (xiii. 4, 7). It was probably selected 
for these purposes on account of its historical associations and its 
remoteness from the Philistines, whose invasions had pushed the centre 
of gravity of the kingdom back to the banks of the Jordan. 

Lieut. Conder has fixed the site of Gilgal by ibe discovery of the 
name JiljMiek a mile and a half E. of the village of Eriha^ between 
the ancient Jericho and the Jordan. Tent Work, ii. p. 7. 

andMizpehl See note on v. 5. 

in all those places] The Sept. has "m all these sanctuaries.** This 
reading whether original or not expresses the fact that all these places 
were, like Ramah, places for sacrifice and worship. Even before the 
captivity of the Ark, Shiloh was not the sole religious centre; for 
instance there was a sanctuary at Shechem in Joshua's time (Josh. xxiv. 
26); and now that the Ark and Tabernacle had disappeared from 
view, no effort seems to have been made to preserve the religious unity 
of the nation. 

17. to Ramah] See note on ch. i. i. Samuel chose his native 
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Ch. Vlll. I — 5. Request of the people for a king. 

And it came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made 8 
his sons judges over IsraeL Now the name of his first- « 
born was Joel ; and the name of his second, Abiah : they 
were judges in Beer-sheba. And his sons walked not in his 3 
ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took bribes, and per- 

place for his nsnal official residence, and made it a centre of religions 
worship by building an altar to Jehovah. 

Here ends the first division of the book, which records Samuel's life 
and work as the last of the Judges, in connexion with the old order of 
things. The next division opens by relating the steps which led to the 
establishment of a monarchy, and shews us Samuel as the Mediator 
between the old and the new r^me, effecting a political change of the 
utmost importance in the history of Israel without the shock of revo- 
lution. 

It has been conjectured (0) from the fact that this portion of the 
book ends with a summary account of Samuel's whole life: (b) from 
the apparent (but not altogether inexplicable) contradiction between 
ch. vii. 13 — 15 and the snbsiequent narrativef that the compiler derived 
the history of Samuel and the history of Saul from different sources : 
but in the obscurity of the whole question of the compilation of the 
book, it must remain a hypothesis incapable of verification. 

Ch. VIII. 1 — 6. Request of the people for a king. 

1. when Samuel was old] A considerable time, probably not much 
less than 20 years, must have elapsed since the victory of Ebenezer, before 
Samuel required the help of his sons on the ground of old age, and 
some years more before their misgovemment became so flagrant as to 
give occasion for the request of the elders. On the chronology see In- 
trod. p. a2 ff. 

2. J^ow the name, &c.] Toel = "Jehovah is God:" Abiah="Tah 
is my lather :'' names significant of a protest against the prevalent 
idolatry. The text of i Chr. vi. 28, where the names are given as "the 
firstborn Vashni and Abiah," is corrupt. "Joel" has dropped out after 
"the firstborn," and "Vashni" is an obvious corruption of the Heb. 
word meaning "and the second." 

judges in Beer-sheba] See note on ch. iii. 20. Beer-sheba was the 
most convenient centre for the southern district, which Samuel assigned 
to his sons, retaining the northern himself. Josephus says that "re- 
signing his office to his sons he divided the people between them, and 
placed them in Bethel and Beer-sheba,^* a statement which is probably 
his own conjecture, and does not agree with ch. vii. 15. 

8. turned aside after lucre] From the straight-forward path of their 
father's example. Lucre (fix>m Lat. lucrum) is only used in the £. V. in 
a bad sense of ill-gotten gain. 

tooh bribes and perverted judgmeni] The same phrases are coupled 
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4 verted judgment Then all the elders of Israel gathered 

5 themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and 
said unto him. Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not 
in thy ways : now make us a king to judge us like all the 
nations. 

6 — 9. Jehovah! s answer to the request 

6 But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give 

together in Deut. xvi. 19, though differently translated in the £. V. 
'*Thou shalt not wrest judgment... nor take a gift** Cp. Ex. xxiii. 
6,8. 

4. thi elders of Israel] Acting as representatives of the people, w. 
7, 10, 19, «. 

In a patriarchal system of government the Elders or heads of families 
are the natural authorities. Even before the Exodus Israel possessed 
an organization of Elders, to whom Moses was directed to deliver his 
message (Ex. iii. 16). The title gradually acquired an official signifi- 
cation; in the wilderness Moses appointed a council of seventy to 
represent the whole body (Num. xL 16, 34, 35). After the occupation 
of Canaan we find mention of (a) Elders of cities^ who acted as civil 
magistrates (Josh. xx. 4; Jud. viii. 16; Ruth iv. 2; i Sam. xvi. 4): 
(^) Elders of tribes or districts (Jud. xi. 5 ; i Sam. xxx. 36; 1 Sam. xix. 
11): (^) The Elders of Israel^ or united body of the Elders of the tribes, 
forming the seneUe or executive council of the "congregation" or na- 
tional assembly, (i) in war (ch. iv. 3), (3) in great political matters, as 
on the present occasion, (3) in matters of general importance to the 
nation (Jud. xxi. 16). 

The institution of Elders lasted through the monarchy (see e.g. i Kings 
XX. 7, 8, xxi. 11), and was revived after the captivity (Ezra x. 14). In 
N.T. times "the Elders" formed one of the constituent elements of the 
Sanhedrin. 

6. make us a king] Lit. set, i.e. appoint, the same word as in the 
corresponding passage, Deut. xvii. 14. 

like all the nations] i.e. as all the surrounding nations have kings. 

6—9. Jehovah's answer to the request. 

6. the thing displeased Samuel] v, 7 implies that Samuel's displeasure 
arose from a feeling of the ingratitude of the Israelites toward himself in 
desiring that one who had done so much for them should be superseded 
by a king. God's answer, "Not thee (their judge) have they rejected, 
but me (their true king) have they rejected from reigning over them" 
(the Heb. order is emphatic) at once consoles him and points out the real 
sinfulness of the request. This consisted not in the mere desire for 
a king, which would not necessarily have been wrong, but in the spirit 
of distrust of the invisible sovereignty of Jehovah and desire for the 
splendour of a visible monarch whidi really prompted the request. 
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us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the 
Lord. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto 7 
the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee : for 
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that 
/ should not reign over them. According to all the works 8 
which they have done since the day that I brought them up 
out of Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have for- 
saken me, and served other gods, so do they also unto thee. 
Now therefore hearken unto their voice : howbeit yet protest 9 
solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king 
that shall reign over them. 



8. The rights of a king. 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the peo- 10 
pie that asked of him a king. And he said, This will be the « 
manner of the king that shall reign over you : He will take 
your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and 



Samuel prayec[\ He does not let his own personal feelings decide, 
but endeavours to learn what is the Will of God in the matter. 

8. so do they also unto thee'\ Cp. John xy. 20. 

9. Now therefore hearken] Or, And now. There is no inference * be- 
cause they reject me and thee, therefore, &c.,* but the conmiand of v. 7 
is repeated. For the reasons why the request was granted, see Introduc- 
tion, ch. iv. § 4. 

10 — 18. The rights of a king. 

10. unto the people] Through their representatives the elders. Cp. 
note on v, 4. 

11. This will be the manner of the king] Or, <*the tigtl of the 
king;" such prerogatives as an absolute monarch claims. 

We have here a vivid picture of the tyranny of an Oriental despot 
whose subjects are at his disposal for (i) court retainers, (1) military 
officers, (3) cultivators of the royal estates, (4) artificers, in the arsenal, 
(5) domestics in the royal household. (6) Their property is liable to 
arbitrary seizure, beside (7) regular exactions of tithe, in order to enrich 
court favourites, and (8) their slaves and their cattle may at any time be 
pressed into the royal service. Under such a despotism political and 
social freedom is at an end. Prosperous as was Solomon's reign, it 
tended in this direction. See i Kings v. 13 — 18, xii. 4. 

and appoint them] This may be rendered either as the E.V. or, 
and set tbem for Umself ui>on Ills chaxlots and upon Us tibargen. 
Service in the retinue of the king rather than in the army appears to be 
meant. 



96 I. SAMUEL, VIII. [w. 12—18. 

to be his horsemen ; and some shall run before his chariots. 

xa And he will appoint him captains over thousands, and cap- 
tains over fifties ; and will set them to ear his ground, and 
to reap his harvest, and to make his instruments of war, and 

z3 instruments of his chariots. And he will take your daughters 
to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be bakers. 

Z4 And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your 
oliveyards, even the best of them^ and give them to his ser- 

z5 vants. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of 
your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his servants. 

16 And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, 
and your goodliest young men, and your asses, and put them 

17 to his work. He will take the tenth of your sheep : and ye 
z8 shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day be- 
cause of your king which ye shall have chosen you ; and 
the Lord will not hear you in that day. 

some shall run before his chariots] A body of runners was a regular 
sign of r^al state (2 Sam. xv. i ; i Kings i. 5). 

12. captains over thousands and captains over fifties] The Sept. 
reads *' captains of hundreds and captains of thousands," which are tne 
usual military divisions (ch. xxii. 7 ; Num. xxxi. 14) : but the Heb. text 
is to be preferred as mentioning the highest and the lowest offices. Cp. 
a Kings i. 9 ff. For the fact cp. ch. xiv. 52. 

to ear his ground] " To e&r^ = ** to plough,** from Lat. arare through 
A.-S. erian. The verb occurs again m Deut. xxi. 4 and Is. xxx. 24; 
the subst. earing in Gen. xlv. 6; Ex. xxxiv. 21. Shakespeare uses the 
word: 

"And let them go 
To ear the land that hath some hope to grow." 

Richard IL A. iii. Sc. 2. 

18. to be confectionaries] The original form of ** confectioner^" not 
however in its modem sense* hMi=**one mho makes confections" (Ex. 
xxx. 35), i.e. compounds of spices and perfumes, a perfumer. 

14. hewill take your fields^ &c.] Cp. i Kings xxi. 7 ; Ezek. xlvi. 18. 

16. officers] Or, cbamberlaiiui. 

16. your goodliest young men] "Young men" in the Heb. appears 
to be a copyist's error, and we should probably adopt the Sept. reading 
'* cattle.*' Men-servants and maid-servants, cattle and asses, are then 
coupled together naturally. Cp. Ex. xx. 17. 

17. and ye shall be his servants] To sum up all briefly, ye will be 
slaves to the king ye have chosen. 

18. because of your king] Or, "from your king," appealing to God 
to escape from his tyranny. 

will not hear you] Rather, will not answer yon. The Sept. adds 
"because ye have chosen yourselves a king." 
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19 — 22. Reply of the people. 

Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of 19 
Samuel \ and they said, Nay, but we will have a king over 
us ; that we also may be like all the nations ; and that our so 
king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our bat- 
tles. And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and n 
he rehearsed them in the ears of the Lord. And the Lord as 
said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them 
a king. And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye 
every man unto his city. 

Ch. IX."!, 2. SauPs genealogy. 

Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name wets 
Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becho- 
rath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of 
power. And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice 2 

19—22. Reply of the people. 

19. Neverthiless\ Simply And. 

20. that our king may judge us and go out before «f] The king was 
to unite the duties of (i ) government of the nation in time of peace, and 
(2) leadership of the army in time of war. 

21. he rehearsed them] i.e. repeated them. 'Rehearse' is derived 
from Fr. reherser^ to harrow over again. Samuel once more laid the 
matter before Jehovah in prayer, and again received the same answer. 

This narrative is in close connexion with ch. x. 17 — 27. The inter- 
vening section, possibly derived from a different source, gives an account 
of Samuel's preliminary interview with Saul, preparatory to his formal 
election as king. 

Ch. IX. 1, 8. Saul's genealogy. 

1. Now there was a man] "The sacred historian now tracks as it 
were another stream of events which were to concur in working out 
God's providential purpose of giving a king to Israel." SpStket^s 
Commentary. 

Kish, the son of Abiel] See note on xiv. 50. 

a mighty man of power] The Heb. may mean either (dj a valiant 
man, as in ch. xvi. 18, or (b) a wealthy man, as in Ruth li. i. Per- 
haps the ideas of personal valour and family importance are both 
included here, as in the Sept. rendering M^p 8uyar6s, 'a powerfid 



man.' 



%. whose name was Saul] Heb. ShiMss" asked." It occurs as 
the name {a) of an Edomite prince (Gen. xxxvi. 37, 38) ; {b) of a son 
of Simeon (Gen. xlvi ro); {c) of a Kohathite in the genealogy of 
Samuel (i Chr. vi. 34); {d) of Saul of Tarsus, **who is also ^ed 
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young marly and a goodly: and i/iere was not among the 
children of Israel a goodlier person than he : from his 
shoulders and upward Ae was higher than any of the people. 

3 — 10. Saul's search for his Fathet^s Asses, 

3 And the asses of Kish SauFs father were lost. And Kish 
said to Saul his son, Take now one of the servants with 

4 thee, and arise, go seek the asses. And he passed through 
mount Ephraim, and passed through the land of Shalisha, 
but they found them not : then they passed through the land 
of Shalim, and there they were not : and he passed through 

Paul" (Acts vii. 58, &c.) ; and thus it became "the most distinguished 
name in the genealogies of the tribe of Benjamin," in the N.T. as 
well as in the O.T. (PhU. iii. 5). 

a choice young man, and agoodly"] Glioloe and goodly. Cp. x. 14. 
Physical qualifications of stature, strength and beauty are a natural 
commendation for the dignity of a king, especially in warlike ages. 
Euripides speaks of eXboi d^iov TvpamfLSos, * form worthy to rule.' 

Ajax appears in Homer {/I. iii. 227) as 

** Towering o'er all with head and shoulders broad :" 

and Tumus, in Virgil (Acn, vii. 784), 

"Out-tops the foremost chieftains by a head." 

8 — 10. Saul's search for his Father's Asses. 

8. ike asses] In the East asses are valuable property, indispensable 
for farm -work and travelling. The possession of a drove of asses, and 
several servants, indicates that Kish was a man of some substance. 

4, 6. Saul's route cannot be traced with any certainty. He started 
from his home at Gibeah apparently in a N.W. direction (i) through 
"Mount Ephraim" (see i. i, note); {2) through "the land of Shali- 
sha," perhaps the district round Baal-shalisha (2 Kings iv. 42), which 
lay about 12 miles N. of Lydda; (3) then turning S. he traversed "the 
land of Shalim" (=s/oxes)y perhaps in the neighbourhood of Shaalabbin 
(Josh. xix. 42) in Dan; (4) then striking E. he searched the western 
part of the "land of Benjamin," till he reached (5) " the land of Zuph," 
m which lay Samuel's city Ramah. The search occupied parts of 
three days (v. 20). It seems best to suppose that the unnamed citv 
of V, 6 ff. is Ramah, for (a) the servant speaks of it as the prophet s 
regular residence {v. 6); [d) it is natural to connect "the land of Zuph," 
in which it was situated, with the name Ramathaim-Zophim (1. i, 
note); [c) the difficulty raised by the description of Saul's return in eh. 
X. 2 (see note) may be solved by supposing that he did not go straight 
home, but was sent by the prophet out of his way in order to meet the 
men who were looking for him. 
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the land of the Benjamites, but they found them not. Ands 
when they were come to the land of Zuph, Saul said to his 
servant that was with him, Come, and let us return ; lest my 
&ther leave caring for the asses, and take thought for us. 
And he said unto him. Behold now, there is in this city a 6 
man of God, and he is an honourable man ; all that he saith 
cometh surely to pass : now let us go thither ; peradventure 
he can shew us our way that we should go. Then said 7 
Saul to his servant. But behold, ^ we go, what shall we 
bring the man ? for the bread is spent in our vessels, and 
there is not a present to biing to the man of God : what 
have We? And the servant answered Saul again, and said, 8 
Behold, I have here at hand the fourth part of a shekel of 
silver : that will I give to the man of God, to tell us our 

6. take thimght for us\ i.e. ^* he anxious^ as in Matt. vi. 35. Cp. 
X. 3. 

6. in this city] Pointing to the town on a hill in front of them. 
a man ofGod\ See note on ii. ay. 

he is an honourable man] Lit., tbe man la hUgbly esteemed. 

ait that he saith, &c.] Cp. iii. 19. 

peradventure] Derived from per, " by/' and adventura^ late Latin 
for *'that which is about to happen,*' '* chance/' a "perchance," 
"perhaps." 

our way thai we should go] Rather, onr way upon wbldi we liave 
come : i.e. shew us which way to go to attain the object of our journey. 
Cp. Gen. xxiv. 4a. 

It seems strange that Saul apparently knows nothing about Samuel. 
But the days of Samuel's greatest activity were long past, and he had 
for some tune been living in comparative retirement: while "up to 
this point Saul had been only the shy and retiring youth of the family, 
employed in the common work of the farm," and knowing little of the 
political or religious movements of the time. 

7. a present] A word occurring here only, to denote the present 
with which one approaches a great man. The cognate verb is found in 
Is. Ivii. 9, "Thou wentest to the king with ointment" For presents 
offered \a prophets compare i Kings xiv. 3; 1 Kings v. 15 ff., vui. 8, 9: 
and for the present of bread wUch Saul sup;ests they might have 
given compare the "handfuls of barley and pieces of bread' received 
by the false prophetesses in Ezek. xiii. 19. See Smith's Diet, of the 
BibU, Art Gifts, 

8. the fourth part of a shekel of silver] Worth rather more than 
sixpence according to the present price of silver : but we have no clue 
to Its real value in the time of Samuel. 

that will I give] Sept. "And tbon shalt give it ;" certainly a more 
natural reading, as the present would be made by the master. 

7— J 
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9 way. (Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of 
God, thus he spake. Come, and let us go to the seer : for he 
that is now called a Prophet was beforetime called a Seer.) 

10 Then said Saul to his servant, Well said ; come, let us go. 
So they went unto the city where the man of God was, 

II — 14. Inquiry for the seer. 

It And as they went up the hill to the city, they found young 
maidens going out to draw water, and said unto them. Is the 

12 seer here ? And they answered them, and said. He is ; be- 
hold, he is before you : make haste now, for he came to 



9. Beforetime in Israel\ This verse is clearly an addition to the 
original narrative to explain the term *'seer" which had become obso- 
lete when the book was compiled in its present form. It is inserted 
here and not after v. 11 where the term first occurs, to avoid inter- 
rupting the narrative. 

(i) Two Hebrew words are translated **seer" in the E.V. 

(i) That used here {rdifh) is applied specially to Samuel in this 
chapter and in i Chr. ix. 22, xxvi. 28, xxix. 29 : to Hanani, 2 Chr. xvi. 
7, 10 : generally, Is. xxx. 10. Apparently it fell out of popular use 
after Samuel's time, but was revived as a classical word by the com- 
piler of Chronicles. 

(2) Elsewhere in the E.V. **seer*^ represents the Heb. chdzeh = 
**gazerf*^ a term applied first to Gad (2 Sam. xxiv. 11) and used in the 
historical and prophetical books both of particular individuals and 
generally. 

(ii) The term ** prophet^* (Heb. ndbf) maintains its ground through- 
out the O.T. The root of the word seems to denote ** bubbling over" 
and so ** ecstatic utterance:" and the passive form of the substantive 
signifies that the prophet is swayed by a divine afflatus. 

The exact difference of meaning of these terms is much debated. 
Probably ndbi designates the prophet as the inspired interpreter of the 
will of God: rdeh and cMzeh refer to the method of communication by 
dream and vision, Cp. Num. xii. 6. 

11 — 14. Inquiry for the seer. 

11. as they went up] As they were ascending: by the ascent to 
the olty. The Hebrew has a peculiar construction, the repetition of 
which is characteristic of this chapter. Cp. znf. 5, 14, 17, 27. 

young maidens ^ng out to draw water\ Cp. Gen. xxiv. 15, xxix. 9 ff. ; 
Ex. ii. 16 ; John iv. 7. The well was in the lower ground outside the 
city wall. 

12. he is before yoii\ Before thee, addressing the speaker. It is a 
direction to go straight forward. 
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day to the city; for there is a sacrifice of the people 
to day in the high place: as soon as ye be come $nto 13 
the city, ye shall straightway find him, before he go up to 
the high place to eat : for the people will not eat until he 
come, because he doth bless the sacrifice ; and afterwards 
they eat that be bidden. Now therefore get you up ; for 
about tAis time ye shall find him. And they went up info m 
the city: and when they were come into the city, behold, 
Samuel came out against them, for to go up to the high 
place. 

15 — 24. Saul entertained by Samuel, 

Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day before <5 

he came to day to the city] If ''the city" was Ramah, Samuel may 
have been absent from home on one of his official drcuits. 

a sacrifice of the people] Possibly at the New Moon (Num. zxviii. 
II — 15) or upon some special occasion of thanksgiving. 

in the high place] Here probably was the altar which Samuel had 
built (vii. 17). A natural instinct among all nations chooses hill-tops as 
fitting places of worship. Such "high places" were frequently conse- 
crated to the worship of Jehovah in spite of the prohibition implied in 
the command that there should be only one sanctuary (Deut. xii. 
II — 14). That this was the case in the unsettled period of the Judges 
is not surprising, but even after the building of the temple the high- 
place worship continued, though it is condemned in the books of Kings 
as a blot on the character of otherwise good monarchs. 

18. he doth bless the sacrifice] Pronounces a blessing or thanks- 
giving over the sacrificial feast Cp. Luke ix. 16 with John vi.11; Matt, 
xxvi. 96. 

for about this time] Lit. " For as for him— now shall ye find him.'* 
The pronoun is repeated for emphasis. 

14. and when they were come into the city] Rather, as they were 
oomin^: Into the midst of the dty* IMhOld Samuel was coming out to 
meet them. In the £. V. this verse apparently disagrees with v, 18. 
The correct translation mokes all clear. Saul and his servant ascend 
the hill. As they enter the city they meet Samuel " in the gate" (z^. 18). 

The Sept reads "gate '' here, and "city" in v. 18, but the change 
is unnecessary. 

The high place was either on the top of the hill on the slope of which 
the city stood, or on the adjacent hill from which the city had its name 
Ramathaim ("the two heights "). See note on i. i. 

^Against* here =* opposite to^ as in Gen. xv. 10. So Tyndale in 
Gen. xxxiL i has "Jacob saw the angels of God come against hxat.^* 

16 — 24. Saul entertained by Samuel. 
10. Now the Lord had told Samudin his ear] Lit " had ur " 
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x6 Saul came, saying, To mcrrow about this time I will send 
thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou shalt 
anoint him to be captain over my people Israel, that he may 
save my people out of the hand of the Philistines : for I 
have looked upon my people, because their cry is come imto 

17 me. And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said unto him. 
Behold the man whom I spake to thee of: this same shall 

18 reign over my people. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in 
the gate, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seer's 

19 house is. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the 
seer : go up before me unto the high place ; for ye shall eat 
with me to day, and to morrow I will let thee go, and will 

93 tell thee all that is in thine heart And as for thine asses 
that were lost three days ago, set not thy mind on them ; 
for they are found. And on whom is all the desire of Israel? 

S^mueFs ear," a figure of speech said to be derived from the practice of 
removing the hair or a comer of the turban from another's ear in order 
to whisper a secret into it. 

16. out of the hand of the Philistines\ See note on vii. 13. 

/ have looked upon my people] Sept. ** I have looked upon the 
aflllctlon of my people." The word might easily have fallen out of the 
Hebrew text. Cp. Ex. iii. 7, 9. 

17. the Lord said unto him] Lit. Jehovah answered him; ans- 
wered his mental question, Is this the man? v. 17 is in close connexion 
with V, 14, zn/. 15 and 16 forming a parenthesis. 

shall reign over my people] Lit. ** shall restrain my people." A pe- 
culiar word, contrasting the restraints of a settled government with the 
license of the time in which " every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes'* (Jud. xxi. 25). 

18. in the gate] Heb. *'In the midst of the gate," i.e. the gate- 
way, where they would naturally halt to inquire for the Seer's house. 

19. go up before me] Addressed to Saul only. The verb is in the 
singular. Saul is to precede Samuel as a mark of honour. 

all that is in thine heart] Thine inmost thoughts and aspirations ; not 
merely about the asses, which Samuel tells him at once. May we not 
suppose that Saul at his plough like Joan of Arc with her flock had been 
brooding over the oppression of his country, and cherishing a vague de- 
sire to liberate it ? 

20. three days ago] Heb. "to-day three days" =" the day before 
yesterday," according to the inclusive Hebrew reckoning. 

set not thy mind on them] " Set not thy heart on them." Be not 
anxious for diem. 

on whom is all the desire of Israel] Rather, For whom are all the 
deslrahle things of Israel? are they not for thee and for all thy 
flither'8 house 7 i. e. * Care not for these asses for they are found : and 
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Is it not on thee, and on all thj iath^'s house? And Saul %% 
answered and said. Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest 
of the tribes of Israel? and mj £umly the least of all the 
families of the tribe of Benjamin ? wherefore then speakest 
thou so to me ? And Samuel took Saul and his sarvant, « 
and brought them into the parlour, and made them sit in 
the chiefest place among them that were bidden, which were 
about thirty persons. And Samuel said unto the cook, as 
Bring the portion which I gave thee, of which I said unto 
thee, Set it by thee. And the cook took up the shoulder, .4 
and that whidi was upon it, and set it before SauL And 
Samuel said. Behold that which is left ; set 1/ before thee, 

even if they were lost, what matter ? is not the best that Israel has to 
give at thy service ?* 

SI. the smallest of the tribes of Israel] The warlike tribe of Benja- 
min, the smallest except Manasseh at the time of the numbering in the 
wilderness (Num. i. 37), was reduced to insignificance by the terrible 
slaughter recorded in Jud. xx. 46. 

of the tribe of Benjamin] Heb. fhe txllieB. If this reading is right, 
tribe hsxe^clan or subdivision of a tribe, as in Num. iv. 18 ; Jud. zx. 19 
(Heb. tribes of B.). But the Sept and all ancient versions read "tribe" 
in the singular. 

28. the parlour] Or, tlie ChamlMr, a room at the high place speci- 
ally used for sacrificial feasts. In later times the word was applied to 
the " chambers '* in the precincts of the temple used for the resioence of 
priests and Levites, and for sacred purposes in general. 

made them sit in the chiefest place] Lit. ** gave them a place at the 
head of those who were invited.*' ** Chiefest * is an instance of the 
double superlatives common in the £. V. Cp. "most highest*' See 
the BUfU Word Booh, 

about thirty persons] Only the more distinguished citizens would be 
specially invited to the chamber. The rest would feast in the open air 
outside. 

28. the portion] Cp. i. 4. 

84. And the cook took up the shoulder] Rather, And the 000k 
heaved tlie leg. The right leg was the priest's portion (Lev. vii. 39), 
which Samuel had received. Its dedication to God was indicated bv a 
solemn " heaving " or elevation "before the Lord,*' to which allusion 
is here made. Cp. Num. xviii. a6 ff. The reservation of the leg for 
Saul was a mark of honour. Josephus calls it "a royal portion." 

And [Samuel] said] The £. V. follows the Sept. and Vulg. in 
supplving Samuel which is not in the Heb. But the words may pos- 
sibly be the cook's. See below. 

Behold that which is Uft^ &c.] Or, Behold that which wcu reserved f 
before thee^ eat. 
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and eat: for unto this time hath it been kept for thee 
since / said, I have invited the people. So Saul did eat with 
Samuel that day. 

25 — X. 8. Saul anointed by Samuel and promised three 
signs in confirmation of his call, 

c5 And when they were come down from the high place into 
the city, Samuel communed with Saul upon the top of the 

•6 house. And they arose early: and it came to pass about 
the spring of the day, that Samuel called Saul to the top of 
the house, saying. Up, that I may send thee away. And 
Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he and Samuel, 

•7 abroad. And as they were going down to the end of the 

Jbr unto this time, &&] The Heb. text cannot be thus translated and 
is most likely corrupt, but the sense intended appears to be " For against 
the set time hath it been kept for thee of which I said, I have invited 
the people :*' or, if the words are the cook's, " of which Samuel said." 
In either case the point is that Saul's arrival was expected and provision 
made for it beforehand. 

The Sept. renders ''Because for a testimony (this is a common mis- 
translation of the word meaning ** set time '*) hath it been reserved for 
thee apart from the rest; cut it up.*' The Vulg. " Because it was kept 
on purpose for thee when I invited the people.' 

26 — ^X. 8. Saul anointed by Samuel and promised three 

SIGNS IN CONFIRMATION OF HIS CALL. 

25, 26. Samuel communed with Saul\ Preparing him for the an- 
nouncement which he was going to make next morning. On the housetop 
they would be open to the public view so that all could see the honour 
Samuel shewed his guest, while they would have opportunity for undis- 
turbed conversation. The Sept. however reads, *' And he came down 
from the high place into the city : and they prepared a bed for Saul on 
the housetop and he slept. And it came to pass, &c." This may 
perhaps represent the original text, for it seems strange to say first "they 
arose early," and then proceed to describe Samuel's calling Saul. The 
flat roof of an oriental house is still "resorted to for business, relaxa- 
tion, or for sleeping... During a large part of the year it is the most 
agreeable place about the establishment, especially in the morning and 
evening." See Thomson's Land and the Book, p. 39 ff. 

26. about the spring of the day] "spring," ie. "rising" of the day 
adawn. Cp. "dayspring," Luke i. 78. 

catted Saul] Rather, ** called to Saul." Samuel had slept in the 
house, Saul on the roof. 

abroad] In the language of the E. V. 'abroad' means simply *0ttt 
of the house.' 
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city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, 
(and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may 
shew thee the word of God. Then Samuel took a vial of 10 
oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said. 
Is it not because the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain 

27. a while] Kow. The E. V. follows the Vulg. pauHsper. 

X. 1. avialofoil\ Rather, ''the vial of oil.*' The word rendered 
vial (i.e. phial or flask) occurs again only in the account of the corona- 
tion of Jehu, in 1 Kings ix. i, 3 (E. V. box). The definite article in 
the original may perhaps indicate the holy anointing oil used for the 
consecration of priests (Ex. xxx. 33 — 33). 

and kissed Aim] In token of reverence and homage to his royal 
dignity. Cp. Ps. ii. ii. 

Is it not because the Lord] Lit, ''Is it not the case that Jehovah" 
sSnrdly Jehovali, &c. 

hath anointed thee] The rite of anointing {a) signified the consecration 
of the kin|; to the service of God ; {b) was the outward sign of the gift 
of the Spirit to qualify him for his office {w. 9, 10, xvi. 13, cp. Acts 
X* 3^) 9 U) marked his person as sacred and inviolable (ch. xxvi. 9 ; 
3 Sam. i. 14). 

The title "the Lord's anointed" (Sept. Xpurros Kvplov, cp. Luke ii. 
a6), designating the theocratic King as the Vicegerent of Jehovah, is 
charactenstic of the books of Samuel and the Psalms. It never occurs 
in Kings, when the true idea of the kingdom had been lost 

Priests (Ex. xL 15 ; Lev. viii. 12), prophets in some cases (i Kings xix. 
16), and kings, were consecrated by anointing, and formed partial types 
and foreshadowings of The Messiah (derived from the Hebrew word 
Mashtach = anointed, through the Greek form MeaaLas), i.e. the 
Anointed one, the Christ, who united in Himself all three offices 
of Prophet, Priest, and King. 

According to Jewish tradition, anointing was only necessary when a 
new djmasty came to the throne or the succession was disputed. Hence 
we only find mention of it in the case of Saul ; David (ch. xvi. 3 ; 2 
Sam. ii. 4, v. 3); Absalom {2 Sam. xix. 10); Solomon (i Kings i. 30); 
Joash {2 Kings xL 12) ; Jehoahaz, who was not the eldest son of Josiah 
{2 Kings xxiu. 30); Jehu {2 Kings ix. 3). 

The ceremonies of this first recorded coronation are still observed 
in England. The anointing is performed by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and the kiss of homage is given by the Archbishop, bishops, and 
premier peer of each rank for the rest of his order. 

The Sept reads "Hath not the Lord anointed thee to be ruler over 
his people Israel? And thou shalt rule the people of the Lord, and 
thou shalt save them out of the hand of their enemies. And this shall be 
the sign unto thee that the Lord hath anointed thee to be ruler over his 
inheritance. When, &c.** The Vulgate also contains the greater part 
of this addition, which seems to be required to connect w. i and 2, 
Its omission in the Hebrew may be accounted for by what is called 
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a over his inheritance ? When thou art departed from me to 
day, then thou shalt find two men by Rachel's sepulchre in 
the border of Benjamin at Zelzah ; and they will say unto 
thee, The asses which thou wentest to seek are found : and 
lo, thy father hath left the care of the asses, and sorroweth 

3 for you, saying. What shall I do for my son ? Then shalt 
thou go on forward from thence, and thou shalt come to the 
plain of Tabor, and there shall meet thee three men going 

Hotnoeoteleuton. When two sentences end with the same words, the 
scribe's eye is liable to catch the second instead of the first, so that he 
omils the intervening words. 

his inhtritanc€\ Cp. Deut. xxzii. 9; Ps. Ixxviii. 71, &c 

2. RacheFs s^uichre in the border of Benjamin at Ze/zaA] In Gen. 
xxxv. 16 — 10, xlviii. 7, Rachel's grave is described as on the road from 
Bethel to Ephrath which is Bethlehem, a little way from Ephrath. This 
agrees with the site now marked by a tomb called Kubbet RahU (dome 
of Rachel) a mile N. of Bethlehem. But if this is the true site of 
Rachel's sepulchre, it is not easy to reconcile it with the notice here, 
(a) It is at least 4 miles S. of the southern border of Benjamin. (^) 
Supposing ''the city" to be Ramah (see note on ix. 4, 5), it is hard to see 
why Saul should be sent so far out of his way home. Various attempts 
have been made to explain the difiiculty. (i) Thenius thinks that the 
Ephrath mentioned in Genesis was not Bethlehem, but a town in the 
neighbourhood of Ramah and Gibeah, so that Rachel's sepulchre would 
be on the northern frontier of Benjamin. This involves rejecting (a) 
the statement in Genesis that Ephrath was Bethlehem, as a mistaken 
gloss, {b) the modem site of the tomb. (2) Keil supposes that the city 
Srom which Saul started was not Ramah, but some unknown city in the 
neighbourhood of Bethlehem. But the general impression given by the 
whole chapter is that the city was the seer's usual residence. (3) The 
most plausible explanation seems to be that Samuel purposely sent Saul 
out of his way in order that he might meet the two men ; and that the 
expressions ''near Rachel's sepulchre" and "in the border of Ben- 
jamin" must be understood as applied to Zelzah, which lay between the 
two, with considerable latitude. 

In our uncertainty as to the exact sites, the true solution must remain 
uncertain. 

at Zelzah] This place is mentioned nowhere else and cannot be 
identified. The Sept. does not regard it as a proper name, but trans- 
lates it "two men leaping vigorously.** The Vulg. renders "t» the 
south:* 

and sorrotueth'] And is anzioos, the same word as in ix. 5. 

8. the plain of Tabor] Rather, the oak of Ta1x>r. It has been in- 
geniously conjectured theit this is to be identified with the oak under 
whidi Rebekah's nurse Deborah vras buried "under Bethel" (Gen. 
xxxv. 8), and the palm tree between Ramah and Bethel under which 
Deborah judged Israel (Jud. iv. 5), Tabor being either a corruption 
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up to God to Beth-el, one canying tbiee kids, and another 
cazTying three loaves of Ih^^uI, and another carrying a 
bottle dL wine : and they wiQ sahite thee, and give thee two 4 
loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive of their hands. 
After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where is the 5 
garrison tA the Philistines : and it shall come to pass, when 
tiiou art come thither to the city, that thou shalt meet a 
company of prophets coming down from the high place with 
a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, before 
them ; and they shall prophesy: and the spirit of the Lord 6 

or dialectic ▼ariation for DAorak; bat nothing certain is known abont 
the place. 

going up to God to Betkd\ On the sanctuary at Bethel see note on 
▼ii. 10. As yet the presence of God was only connected with holy 
places, or the Ark, and the Omnipresence of God scarcely realised. See 
Gen. xxyiii. 16 and i Sam. xiv. 36. 

a bottle of witul ie. a skin bottle: Sept. &aith, Cp. i. 44. 

4. tioo loaves ofhread\ An unconscious act of homage to the newly- 
anointed king. As the representative of God he receives a share of the 
offerings intended for the sanctuary. 

6. thehUlof God] Or, Cttbeah of Ck>d. GibeaA is the term used 
to denote 'the bald rounded hills of central Palestine.' This eminence 
was distinguished as Gibeah of God^ or God"*! hill^ from the place of 
worship on its summit. It is probably to be identified with (a) Gibeah 
of Benjamin^ which was a place of considerable importance (Jud. xix. 
XX., compare i Sam. xiii. 2, &c.) ; and (b) Gibeah ofSaul^ SauFs residence 
(x. 96, xi. 4). Its site is supposed by Dr Robinson to be the con- 
spicuous hill called Tell el FAl (hill of the bean), about 3 miles N. of 
Jerusalem^ but Lieut. Conder inclines to the view that Saul's city 
was Geba, and that the district round was first called Gibeah of Ben- 
famin, afterwards Gibeah of Saul, Tent Work, II. iii. Geba is no doubt 
to be identified with Jeba, about 3 miles N. E. of Tell el FAl, 

the garrison of the Philistines'] A military post established by the 
Philistines to maintain their hold upon the Israelites. See note on vii. 
14. Cp. xiii. 3, 4 and a Sam. viii. o, 14. The word has been otherwise 
explained to mean {a) a pillar^ set up to mark the Philistine conquesti 
or {b) an officer for the collection of taxes; but i Chr. xi. 16 seems to 
require the sense ** garrison** 

a company of prophets] A band of the organized society of prophets 
established by Samuel. See Introd. p. 33, and cp. xix. 90. 

and they shall prophesy] Better, propheajrlng. The word has nothing 
to do -miAi prediction here, but denotes the expression of religious feeling 
under the influence of inspiration in hymns and otherwise. See the 
notes on ix. 9 and xviii. 10. In i Chr. xxv. i — 3 the word is used of 
chanting psalms and set services. Such a procession of prophets was 
naturally accompanied by musical instruments. Cp. Ex. xv. 90; 1 '^ 
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will come upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with them, 

7 and shalt be turned into another man. And let it be, when 
these signs are come unto thee, that thou do as occasion 

8 serve thee ; for God is with thee. And thou shalt go down 
before me to Gilgal ; and behold, I will come down unto 
thee, to offer burnt offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of 
peace offerings : seven days shalt thou tarry, till I come to 
thee, and shew thee what thou shalt do. 

9 — 1 6. The fulfilment of the signs. 

9 And it was so^ that when he had turned his back to go 
from Samuel, God gave him another heart : and all those 

10 signs came to pass that day. And when they came thither 
to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him ; and 
the spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among 

xiii. 8 ; 1 Kings iii. 15. The psaltery (Heb. nebel) and harp (Heb. 
kinndr) were stringed instruments, the exact form of which is unknown: 
the tabret or timbrel (Heb. tdph) was a tambourine or hand drum : the 
pipe (Heb. chdltl) a kind of flute. 

6. thesfirii of the Lord wiU come upon thee\ See Num. xi. 35 — 29 ; 
Jud. xiv. 0, 19, XV. 14; I Sam. xi. 6, xvi. 13. 

7. do as occasion serve thee] Lit. "do what thine hand shall find ;'* 
undertake boldly whatever presents itself. Cp. Jud. ix. 33 ; Eccl. ix. 10. 

8. thou shcUt go down before me to GUgal\ Better, and when thou 
goest down iMfore me to Gilgal. This is not to be understood as a 
direction to meet Samuel at Gilgal at once. The injunction applies to 
some future occasion whenever it might be, of which they had been 
talking. Doubtless Samuel and Saul haid been discussing the best means 
of shaking off the Philistine yoke, and had agreed upon a muster of the 
people at Gilgal, as the national centre furthest from the Philistine power. 
Samuel's parting injunction to Saul is to take no step independently. 
The king must wait for the prophet's sanction to strike the blow. The 
fitting opportunity for the muster did not come for several years, and 
when it came Saul disobeyed Samuel's conmiand. See xiii 8 ff. 

9—16. The fulfilment of the signs. 

9. God gave him another heart] Lit. "tamed him another heart" 
Cp. V. 6. The divine inspiration transformed the simple countryman 
into the King and Deliverer of IsraeL The heart in Scripture denotes 
"the centre of the whole mental and spiritual life of will, desire, thought, 
perception, and feeling." 

10. to the hill] Rather, to Oibeali. See note on v. 5. The narrator 
cursorily mentions the fulfilment of the first and second signs, but re- 
lales the fulfilment of the third in detail, because it has an important 
bearing on Saul's preparation for his new office. 
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them. And it came to pass, when all that knew him before- » 
time saw that behold, he prophesied among the prophets, 
then the people said one to another. What is this that is 
come unto the son of Kish ? Is Saul also among the pro- 
phets? And one of the same place answered and said, 19 
But who is their father ? Therefore it became a proverb, Is 
Saul also among the prophets ? And when he had made an 13 
end of prophesying, he came to the high place. And Saul's 14 
uncle said unto him and to his servant. Whither went ye ? 
And he said. To seek the asses : and when we saw that they 
were no where, we came to Samuel. And Saul's uncle said, 15 
Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel said unto you. And x6 
Saul said unto his uncle. He told us plainly that the asses 
were found. But of the matter of the kingdom, whereof 
Samuel spake, he told him not 

11. all that knew him brforetime\ An indication that Gibeah was 
Saul's home. Cp. z^. 14, 26. 

11. 12. Saul's neighbours were astonished that the son of Kish, the 
plain citizen, undistinguished save by his stalwart form and handsome 
countenance, should suddenly appear as a prophet in the midst of the 
trained recipients of divine inspiration. But one of their fellow-towns- 
men reproved them by asking. But who is their father? Was the 
parentage of these prophets such as to lead us to expect them to be 
thus specially gifted? The prophetic inspiration comes from God, and 
may therefore be bestowed even upon the son of Kish. See Amos vii. 
14, 15. Compare the astonishment of the people of Capernaum at the 
words and works of Christ (Matt. xiii. 54 — 57). 

12. it became a proverb] Applied probably to the unexpected ap- 
pearance of an^ person in a novel character sdien to his former occu- 
pation and habits. The proverb received a fresh exemplification in the 
occurrence related in ch. xix. 24. 

13. he came to the highplace\ When Saul parted from the company 
of prophets which he met descending from the high-place, he went 
up there himself to worship. 

14. SauPs uncie] Possibly Ner. See note on xiv. 50. He may 
have been at the high-place for some public solemnity, at which the 
prophets also had been present; or the conversation may have occurred 
on a subsequent occasion. 

16. But of the matter &c.] Modesty, humility, caution, have been 
variously assigned as his motive for silence. But Samuel's manner had 
clearlv implied that his election was to be a secret for the present, even 
if he had given no direct injunction to that effect. 

17 — 27. The Public election of Saul as King. 
The thread of the narrative in ch. viii., which has been temporarily 
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t>j — 27. The Public election of Saul as King. 

17 And Samuel called the people together unto the Lord to 
x8 Mizpeh ; and said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, 
and delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that oppres- 
19 sed you : and ye have this day rejected your God, who him- 
self saved you out of all your adversities and your tribula- 
tions ; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over 

dropped in order to give an account of the circumstances by which 
Samuel was privately made acquainted with the man whom Jehovah 
had chosen to rule his people, is now resumed, and Saul's public election 
by lot to the regal office described. Since the revelation to Samuel and 
the choice by lot were equally declarations of Jehovah's will, there could 
be no contradiction between them: the latter publicly confirmed the 
former for the satisfaction of the people. 

17. Samuel called the people together\ He convoked the national 
assembly or "congregation of Israel," which had made the request for a 
king through its representative elders (viii. 4). This body was com- 
posed of all Israelites of twenty years old and upwards (Num. i. 3) who 
had not forfeited their privileges, together with foreigners admitted upon 
certain conditions. Its political fimctions were necessarily limited by 
the nature of the theocracy, and consisted rather in accepting the de- 
clared will of Jehovah than in originating measures of its own. Thus : 

(ij The Law was solemnly accepted by it (Ex. xix. 3 — 9, xxiv. 3). 

(2) Leaders and kin^s chosen by divine command were presented to 
it for approval, as on the present occasion, and in the case of Joshua 
(Num. xxvii. 18 — 23); David (a Sam. v, i); Solomon (i Chron. xxix. 
32). 

(3) In later times some of the kings appear to have been actually 
elected by it: e.g. Jeroboam (i Kings xii. 20); Joash (2 Kings xi. 19); 
Josiah (2 Kings xxi. 24) ; Jehoahaz (2 Kings xxiii. 30). 

(4) It possessed a national judicial authority (Jud. xx. i). 

(5) It claimed some voice in questions of alliance and peace and war 
Qosh. ix. 15, 18). 

unto the Lord to MizpeK\ See note on v, 3; and for Mizpah see 
note on vii. 5. 

18. / brought up Israeli It was I wlio brought up Israel. The 
pronoun is emphatic, in contrast to and ye with which z^. 19 begins. 

out of the hand of all kingdoms, [and of them] that oppressed you\ 
Rather, out of the hand of all the kingdoms that oppressed yotu The 
reference is to the deliverances recorded in the Book of Judges. 

19. And ye have this day refected your God] Once more the prophet 
is directed to rebuke the people for their ingratitude and unbelief. See 
above on viii. 6. 

ye have scud unto him] The request made to Samuel was virtually 
addressed to God. 
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us. Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by 
your tribes, and by your thousands. And when Samuel had ao 
caused all the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken. When he had caused the tribe of 21 
Benjamin to come near by their families, the family of Matri 
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken : and when 
they sought him, he could not be found. Therefore they as 
inquired of the Lord further, if the man should yet come 

by your tribes, and by your thousands] The natural subdivision of the 
nation into tribes: of the tribes into families or clans: of the families 
into houses: of the houses into men (Josh. vii. 14) : was supplemented by 
Moses with an artificial organization of thousanas, hundreds, fifties, and 
tens (Ex. xviii. 35). The thousand corresponded to the fikmtly, and the 
terms appear to be used here as synonjnnous. Cp. ch. xxiii. 93; Jud. 
^ 15; Josh. xxii. 14. 

90. We are not told expressly by what process the selection was 
made, but it was probably by casting lots. Compare Joshua vii. 14 fF. 
The lot was in common use among all nations of antiquity. It is 
regarded in Scripture not as a chance decision, but as a legitimate method 
of ascertaining the divine wiU (Prov. xvi. 33). We read of its being 
used — 

11) To select an attacking force (Jud. xx. 9, xo). 
2) For the allotment of conquered territory or spoil (Josh, xviii. 10; 
cp. f oel iii. 3). 

(3) To detect criminals (Josh. vii. 14; i Sam. xiv. 4a). 

(4) For the choice of officers, &c. (i Chron. xxiv. 5; Luke i. 9; Acts 
i. 36). 

|0 For the selection of the scape-goat (Lev. xvi. 8, 10). 
(6) For the settlement of disputes generally (Prov. xviii. 18). 

21. the family of Matri\ The family of'^the Uatrltes is nowhere 
else mentioned. It has therefore been conjectured that we should read 
Bikrites, or descendants of Becher the son of Benjamin (i Chr. vii. 6). 

Saul the son of Kish was tahen] The description of the process of 
casting lots is abridged. The &mily taken would be brought by houses, 
and the house taken then brovght by persons. The Sept. inserts "and 
they brin^ the family of Mattari man by man,*' which must be under- 
stood, as m Josh. vii. 1 7, to mean the heads of houses only, not all the 
individuals of the family, which would be far too long a process. In 
this way Kish would be taken, and finally, when he brought his house- 
hold forward man by man, Saul was taken. 

he could not be found] Natural feelings of modesty and humility 
prompted Saul to hide himself. He knew already that he was the ob- 
ject of God*8 choice, but he would not appear to court advancement, or 
m any way put himself forward for the royal d%nity. 

22. thiy inquired of the l^Kiy further] The technical i)hrase for 
ascertaining God's will by means of the Urim and Thummim in the 
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thither. And the Lord answered, Behold, he hath hid 

83 himself among the stuff. And they ran and fetched him 
thence: and when he stood among the people, he was 
higher than any of the people from his shoulders and up- 

24 ward. And Samuel said to all the people. See ye him whom 
the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him among 
all the people ? And all the people shouted, and said, God 

as save the king. Then Samuel told the people the manner of 
the kingdom, and wrote /'/ in a book, and laid it up before 
the Lord. And Samuel sent all the people away, every 

36 man to his house. And Saul also went home to Gibeah ; 

breastplate upon the High-priest's Ephod (Ex. xxviii. 30; Num. xxvii. 
3i). See on xxviii. 6, and cp. ch. xiv. 3, xxii. 10, xxiii. 9, xxx. 7. 

the stuff\ The baggage of the people who had come to Mizpah 
from a distance. Compare 

"Therefore away to get our j/lij^ aboard." 

Shakespeare, Com, 0/ Errors, iv. 4. 

24. that there is none like him among all the people\ Stress is again 
laid on Saul's imposing stature as a natural qualification for his office. 
He was ''a princely person and of a majestic aspect." See note on 
ix. a. 

God save the king\ Lit. "Let the king live." Vulg. ** Vivat Rex : " 
and so the Fr. " Vive le Roi," and so Wyclif : "Lyve the kyng." Cp. 
I Kings i. 35, 34, 39; 1 Kings xi. 12; 2 Chr. xxiii. 11. The familiar 
phrase of the £. V. appears to occur first in the Genevan Bible (1560). 
Coverdale (1535) has "God save the new kynge." It was probably 
adopted from the liturgical response, "O Lord save the king" (Domine 
salvum fac regem), which is taken from the Vulgate version of Ps. 

XX. 9. 

26. the manner of the kingdom] A charter establishing and defining 
the position of the king in relation to Jehovah, and to the people. 
It must be distinguished from the "manner of the king" in viii. 11 ff., 
which describes the arbitrary exactions of an oriental despot ; but it can 
scarcely be said to be "the first example of a limited constitutional 
monarchy. " In substance at any rate, it probably resembled the law of 
the king in Deut. xvlL 14 — 20. 

wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lord] Lit. In the book. 
Possibly this important charter was added to "the book of the law" 
kept by the side of the ark "before the Lord" (Deut. xxxi. a6). This 
book contained not only the record of the Mosaic legislation (Ex. xxiv. 
7; Deut. xxviii. 61), but historical narratives (Ex. xvii. 14), and other 
records of importance, such as the solemn renewal of the covenant at 
Shechem under Joshua (Josh. xxiv. 36). See Smith's Diet, of the Bible^ 
Alt. Canon, Vol. i. p. 351. 
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and there went with him a band of men, whose hearts God 
had touched.* But the children of Belial said, How shall «? 
this man save us? And they despised him, and brought 
him no presents. But he held his peace. 

Ch. XL I — II. SauTs victory aver the Ammonites, 
Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped 11 

86. there went with him a band of men"] Or, tlie valiant men. 
Saul was escorted home by those who accepted him as the choice of 
Jehovah, but 

27. the children of Belial said] Certain wofthlese feUowB (see note 
on i. 16) spoke disparagingly of him, and despised him. 

and brought him no presents] Cp. i Kings x. 35 ; 3 Chr. xvii. 5. 
The refusal of the customary offerings of homage was tantamount to a 
deliberate and contemptuous rejection of his authority. 

But he held his peace] Or, And he was as one deaf; refusing to take 
notice of this studied insult. See however the note on xi. i. 

Ch. XI. 1 — ^11. Saul's victory over the Ammonites. 

1. Then] Simply And. There is nothing in the Hebrew text to 
mark whether the interval was long or short. The Sept. however 
omits the words ''But he held his peace" at the close of ch. x., and 
begins this chapter "And it came to pass after about a month that 
Nadiash, &c." This rendering represents a very slight variation in the 
consonants of the Hebrew text, and possibly preserves the original read- 
ing. At any rate we may gather from ch. xii. 12 that an Ammonite 
attack was threatened before Saul's election, and probably the actual 
invasion took place not long after. 

Nahash] The king of the Ammonites fch. xii. la). This Nahash 
can hardly have been the Nahash who ''shewed kindness to David" 
during his wanderings (2 Sam. x. 3), but probably his father or grand- 
father. According to Josephus he was slam in the battle. 

the Ammonite] South and East of the Israelite settlements on the 
Eastern side of the Jordan dwelt the powerful tribes of the Ammonites 
and Moabites. The limits of their respective territories cannot be 
exactly defined, but the Ammonites appear to have lived north and the 
Moabites south of the Amon. The Anmionites were a fierce marauding 
tribe: the Moabites a settled and civilised nation. United by the tie 
of common descent from Lot, they were generally in alliance against 
Israel. Twice during the period of the Judges they "oppressed 
Israel" (Jud. iii. 13 — 14, x. xi), and even crossed the Jordan and 
occupied Jericho (iii. 13, x. 9). After their defeat by Jephthah, the 
Ammonites are not mentioned until the present occasion. During the 
early part of David's reign they were on friendly terms with him, but 
the studied insult offered by Hanun to his ambassadors (2 Sam. x. i ff.) 
led to a war which resulted in the capture of their metropolis Rabbah 

I. SAMUEL 8 
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against Jabesh-gilead : and all the men of Jabesh said unto 
Nahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. 
9 And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On this condi- 
tion will I make a covenant with you, that / may thrast out 
all your right eyes, and lay \\.for a reproach upon all Israel. 

3 And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days' 
respite, that we may send messengers unto all the coasts of 
Israel : and then, if there be no man to save us, we will 

4 come out to thee. Then came the messengers to Gibeah 
of Saul, and told the tidings in the ears of the people : and 

5 all the people lift up their voices, and wept And behold, 
Saul came after the herd out of the field ; and Saul said, 

(2 Sam. xii. 96). In the reign of Jehoshaphat they once more invaded 
Judah in conjunction with the Moabites (2 Chr. xx), but were signally 
defeated, and became tributary to Uzziah and Jotham (2 Chr. xxvi 8, 
xxvii. 5). Even after the Return their old hostility survived (Neh. iv. 
7, 8). Judas Maccabaeus found them ''a mighty power," and ** fought 
many battles with them until at length they were discomfited before 
him (i Mace. v. 6, 7). 

yabesh'Gileacf] i.e. Jabesh in Gileadf the extensive district lying 
immediately £. of the Jordan between Bashan on the N. and Moab and 
Ammon on the S. and S.E. To the southern portion of this district 
the Ammonites laid claim (Jud. xi. 13). A terrible vengeance had been 
executed on Jabesh for its neglect to join the levy of Israel in the war 
against Benjamin (Jud. xxi. 8 ff.), but nrom this blow it had recovered, 
and Nahash now attacked it as the capital of Gilead, and the key to the 
possession of the country. The name of Jabesh still survives in the 
IVady Yddis, which runs down into the Jordan valley a few miles below 
Beth-shan. It is a lovely valley, full of straggling old olives, patches 
of barley, and rich pasture. Tristram's Land of Israel^ p. 556. 

2. that I may thrust out all your right eyes\ Such barbarities are 
not unknown in the East even now. Vamb^ry describes the blinding of 
prisoners as a regular practice at Khiva. Travels in Centred Asia^ 
p. 1 38. The savage character of the Ammonites is attested by Amos 
1. 13. The loss of the right eye was intended to disable them for war, 
the left eye being covered bv the shield, as the amputation of his thumbs 
and great toes Qud. i. 7, 8) was designed to incapacitate a man for the 
use of the bow and destroy his swiftness of foot. 

3. the elders of Jod>esn\ See note on ch. viii. 4, and cp. Jud. xi. 

5ff. 

4. lift up their voices and w^t\ Oriental nations naturally display 
their feelings in tears accompamed by loud wailings. Cp. ch. xxx. 4; 
Gen. xxvii. 38; Jud. ii. 4, xxi. 2, &c. Achilles, PatroclUs and other 
Homeric heroes shed tears in a way which western nations account 
utterly unmanly. 

G. afUr lite herd] After the oxen, as in v. 7. The king elect had 
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What aileth the people that they weep ? And they told him 
the tidings of the men of Jabesh. And the spirit of God ^ 
came upon Saul when he heard those tidings, and his anger 
was kindled greatly. And he took a yoke of oxen, and 7 
hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout all the 
coasts of Istael by the hands of messengers, saying. Who- 
soever Cometh not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall 
it be done unto his oxen. And the fear of the Lord fell 
on the people, and they came out with one consent And 8 
when he numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel 
were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty 



returned to his farm work till occasion should call him to higher duties. 
So Cincinnatus was following the plough, when the messengers of the 
senate came to offer him the dictatorship (Livy iii. 16). 

6. the spirit of God came upon Saul\ The Heb. for ''came upon*' 
describes a sudden and pervading impulse. (Sept. ^^Xaro: Yulg. 
insilivit.) A supernatural accession of physical and mental vigour 
roused his dormant energies into action, and enabled him to meet the 
crisis promptly. 

7. he took a yoke of oxen\ Those doubtless with which he had just 
been ploughing (z^. 5). 

and sent them] ' Them,* i.e. the pieces, is rightly supplied. Sym- 
bolical acts are often more eloquent than any words. Cp. Jud. xix. 29; 
I Kings xi. 30, xxii. 11 ; 3 Kings xiii. 18. We may compare the Fiery 
Cross which used to be sent round as the signal for the gathering of the 
Highland clsuis in Scotland. It was "scathed with flame," and 
"quenched in blood'* as an emblem of the fire and sword awaiting 
all who should neglect its summons. See The Lady of the Lake^ Canto 
III., Stanzas 8 — 11. 

by the hands of messengers'] By the hand of the meBsencrerB, viz. 
those who had come from Jabesh. 

after Saul and after Samuel] Saul strengthens himself in his new 
office by an appeal to the time-honoured name and prophetic authority 
of Samuel. 

the fear of the Lord^ &c.] Awe inspired by Jehovah supported the 
authority of His King and His Prophet; the people left their homes and 
came out to the rendezvous as one man. 

8. in Bezek] Probably to be identified with Ibvtk^ about half way 
between Shechem and Beth-shan, and 7 miles W. of the Jordan. It 
was within a day's march of Jabesh. 

three hundred thousand^ &c.] The numbers seem large, but not too large 
for a general levy of the nation. Cp. Jud. xx. a. The separate num- 
bering of Israel and Judah has been taken to mark the dat^ of the book 
as posterior to the Division of the Kingdom. It may however be only 
an indication of a tendency on the part of Judah to isolation which 

8—2 
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9 thousand. And they said unto the messengers that came, 
Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, To mor- 
row, by that time the sun be hot, ye shall have help. And 
the messengers came and shewed // to the men of Jabesh; 

10 and they were glad. Therefore the men of Jabesh said, 
To morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do with 

iz us all that seemeth good unto you. And it was so on the 
morrow, that Saul put the people in three companies ; and 
they came into the midst of the host in the morning watch, 
and slew the Ammonites until the heat of the day : and it 
came to pass, that they which remained were scattered, so 
that two of them were not left together. 

1 2 — 1 5. Confirmation of Saul as King, 

12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, 

Shall Saul reign over us ? bring the men, that we may put 

x3 them to death. And Saul said. There shall not a man be 

was confirmed by the separation in the early part of David's reign, and 
prepared the way for the Disruption. 

9. ye shall have help\ Or, dellveranoe. The same word is trans- 
lated "salvation** in v. 13, and the cognate verb "save" mv, 3. 

10. the men o/yabesh said] To Nahash, in order to lull him into 
careless security, by leading him to suppose that their efforts to get help 
had failed. 

11. in three companies] In order to make a simultaneous attack 
upon the Ammonite camp on three sides at once. Compare Gideon's 
stratagem, Jud. vii. 16 ff. 

in the morning watch] The Jews anciently divided the night into 
three watches, each watch representing the time for which sentinels 
remained on duty. The first watch or "beginning of the watches" 
(Lam. ii. 19) lasted from sunset until 10 p.m.: the "middle watch*' 
(Jud. vii. 19) from 10 p.m. till 2 a.m. : the "morning watch" from 2 a.m. 
till sunrise. The division of the night into four watches referred to in 
the N. T. (Matt. xiv. 35; Mk. xiii. 35; Acts xii. 4) was of Roman 
origin. 

they which remained were scattered] Jabesh was rescued from destruc- 
tion, and its inhabitants long remembered the debt of gratitude which 
they owed to Saul. It was the men of Jabesh who at peril of their lives 
recovered the bodies of Saul and Jonathan from Philistine insults, and 
gave them honourable burial (ch. xxxi. 11 — 14): it was Gilead which 
was the chief centre and stay of the waning fortunes of Saul's house 
during the early part of the reign of David (a Sam. ii. 8, 9 ff.). 

12 — 15. Confirmation of Saul as King. 
18. TTiere shall not a man be put to death this day] The execution 
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put to death this day : for to day the Lord hath wrought 
salvation in Israel. Then said Samuel to the people, 14 
Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom 
there. And all the people went to Gilgal ; and there they xs 
made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal ; and there they 
sacrificed sacrifices ^ peace offerings before the Lord; and 
there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly. 

even of malcontents would have clouded the general rejoicing: and Saul's 
best hope of uniting the kingdom under his rule lay in a policy of con- 
ciliation. Cp. X. 27; a Sam. xix. ii* 

salvaHon\ DeUveraiice. See note on v, 9. 

14. Thin said Samuel] From this verse to xii. 32 is the HaphiaraJi 
or lesson from the Prophets appointed to be read in the Synagogue in 
conjunction with the history of Korah (Num. xvi). 

to Gilgal] See note on vii. 16. 

rentuf the kingdom] Which had been founded in the national assembly 
at Mizpah (x. 35). 

16. there they made Saul king] The choice of Saul as king, privately 
made by God through Samuel, and publicly confirmed by the election 
at Mizpah, had received an unmistakable ratification in his victory over 
Nahash. His detractors were silenced, and the unanimous consent of 
the people accepted him. The assembly now held after the general levy 
for the war was probably larger and more representative of the whole 
nation than the previous one at Mizpah. 

The Sept. has, "and Samuel anointed Saul there to be king," which 
may possibly be the original reading. A public anointing would be 
natural, for that recorded in ch. x. i was strictly private, and the use of 
the title "the Lord's anointed" in ch. xii. 3 gains point if the ceremony 
had just been performed. That it might be repeated we know from the 
case of David, who was thrice anointed. 

sacrifices of peace-offerings] Thank-oflferings to Jehovah for the de- 
liverance he had wrought, and for the establishment of the kingdom. 

Ch. xii. 1 — 26. Samuel's farewell address to the people. 

The assembly at Gilgal marks an important epoch in Jewish history. 
It ratified the work of the assembly at Mizpah, finally closed the period 
of the Judges, and formally inaugurated the New Monarchy. Samuel, 
though he was still to retain his influence and authority as Prophet^ now 
resigned his office as yudge^ and in doing so delivered a solemn address 
to the assembled people. 

(a) He challenges them to impeach his official purity (i — 3), and is 
answered by the unanimous confirmation of his integrity (4, 5). (b) Re- 
calling Jehovah's past mercies, he upbraids them with unbelief and 
ingratitude in demanding a king (6 — 1«). {c) And now their friture 
depends upon their bearing towards Jehovah, in confirmation of which 
he appeals to a miraculous sign (13 — 18). (d) Finally Samuel cor""*"^ 
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Ch. XII. I — 25. SamueV s farewell address to the people. 

12 And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have hearkened 
unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and have made 

t a king over you. And now behold, the king walketh before 
you : and I am old and grayheaded ; and behold, my sons 
are with you : and I have walked before you from my child- 

3 hood unto this day. Behold, here I am : witness against 
me before the Lord, and before his anointed: whose ox 
have I taken ? or whose ass have I taken ? or whom have 
I defrauded ? whom have I oppressed ? or of whose hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? 

the terrified people (19), by assuring them of Jehovah's faithfulness 
(30—33), and his own continued intercession (33), and concludes with a 
reiterated warning (34, 35). 
• 1. I have hearkened unto your voice\ Cp. viii. 7, 9, 33. 

2. the king walketh before you\ Goes in and out in your presence in 
the exercise of his regal authority. 

and I am old and gray-headed; and, behold my sons are with you] 
Samuel refers to the two reasons alleged by the elders in ch. viii. 5 for 
asking a king, (a) his own aee, (b) the misgovemment of his sons. He 
mentions the first expressly, but with the natural reluctance of a father 
to dwell upon his sons* misconduct, only hints at the second. The 
Hebrew conjunction '*and" here as often introduces the reason, and 
may be translated by "for" or "seeing that." 

/rom my childhood] "From my youth," as the word is rendered 
everywhere elsQ in the £. V. Samuel's public life may be said to 
have commenced when God first spoke to him in Shiloh (iii. 1 1), so that 
they had had full opportunity of knowing him from the first* 

8. Behold, here I am] Samuel puts himself on his trial. The people 
are to be the accusers: Jehovah, and His representative Saul are the 
judges. 

be/ore his anointed] The title "the anointed of Jehovah" (see x. i, 
note) is here for the first time actually applied to the King, though it 
had been employed before in prophecy (ch. ii. 10, 35). Its use cer- 
tainly gains point if we may follow the Sept. in xi. 1 5 (see note), and 
suppose that the ceremony of anointing had just been performed in the 
presence of all the people. 

whose ox.., whose ass] The most valuable property of a pastoral and 
agricultural people, hence named expressly in the Tenth Commandment 
(Ex. XX. 17). Cp. Num. xvi. 15. 

any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith] Cp. Ex. xxiii. 8 ; Deut xvi. 
19. 

The Sept. reads here, " from whose hand have I received as a bribe 
even a pair of shoes? Answer against me, and I will restore it to you." 
A pair of shoes seems to have been a proverbial expression for a mere 
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and I will restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not 4 
defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken 
ought of any man's hand And he said unto them, The 5 
Lord is witness against you, and his anointed is witness 
this day, that ye have not found ought in my hand. And 
they answered, Ife is witness. And Samuel said unto the 6 
people, // is the Lord that advanced Moses and Aaron, 
and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 
Now therefore stand still, that I may reason with you before 7 
the Lord of all the righteous acts of the Lord, which he 
did to you and to your fathers. When Jacob was comes 
into Egypt, and your fathers cried unto the Lord, then the 
Lord sent Moses and Aaron, which brought forth yoiu: 
fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 
And when they forgat the Lord their God, he sold them 9 

trifle^ a paltry bribe. See Amos ii. 6, viii. 6. This rendering repre- 
sents a small change in the consonants of the Heb. text, and may 
possibly preserve the original reading. At any rate it is as old as the 
Greek translation of the book of E^lesiasticus (170^150 B.C.), the 
author of which must have found it in the Sept. (even if the author of 
the Hebrew original did not find it in his Hebrew text), for in ch. xlvi. 
19 we read, "And before his long sleep [Samuel] made protestations 
in the sight of the Lord and his anointea, I have not taken any man's 
goods, so much as a shoe: and no man did accuse him." 

6. It is the Lord\ Or, Tea JehoTBli [Is wltnera]. This verse 
forms the transition to what follows. Samuel proceeds to identify 
Jehovah, to whom they were now appealing as witness, with the God 
who brought their fathers out of the bondage of Egypt. 

advanced] Appointed. Lit. tnade, cp. Hebrews liL 9. 

7. stand still, that I may reason with you] Present yonrsdves that 
I may plead with you. The figure of a trial (v. 3 note) is still kept up; 
but the relation of the parties is changed. Samuel is now the accuser, 
Israel the defendant. Cp. Ezek. zx. 35, 36; Mic. vi. i — 5. 

the righteous acts of the Lord] Punishments for sin and deliverances 
firom distress alike proved the righteousness of Jehovah in His covenant 
with Israel. Cp. Jud. v. 11. 

8. When yaco\ &c.] The additions of the Sept. seem necessary to 
complete the sense. It reads, "When Jacob and his sons were come 
into Egypt, and the Egyptians oppressed them, your fathers cried," &c. 
Cp. Ex. 11. «3 — «5. 

9. he sold them] God's abandonment of His people to their enemies 
is described under the figure of sale, just as the deliverance of them is 
called redemption or buying back. Cp. Jud. ii. 14, iii. 8; Ps. xliv. 19. 

The three chief oppressors of Israel during the period of the Judges 
are mentioned, (i) The Canaanites, who were led by Sisera, geD< 
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into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of Hazor, and 
into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the 

lo king of Moab, and they fought against them. And they 
cried unto the Lord, and said, We have sinned, because 
we have forsaken the Lord, and have served Baalim and 
Ashtaroth: but now deliver us out of the hand of our 

If enemies, and we will serve thee. And the Lord sent 
Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and Jephthah, and Samuel, and 
delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every 

IS side, and ye dwelled safe. And when ye saw that Nahash 

of the anny of King Jabin. Their chief city was Hazor {= stronghold) 
situated on the high ground west of the Llake of Merom, where Jebel 
Hadtreh perhaps still preserves the name. This oppression lasted for 
20 years. See Jud. iv. v. (2) The Philistines. See Jud. iii. 31, x. 7, 
xiii. I, and Note IV. p. -238. (3) The Moabites under Eglonl See Jud. 
iiL 12 — 30. 

10. And they cried unto the Lord] The resemblance of the language 
to Jud. X. 10 is so close as to lead us to suppose that the compiler of 
Samuel had the book of Judges before him, or at any rate that the words 
are derived from a common source. Cp. also Jud. ii. 18, iii. 15, iv. 3, 
vi. 7. 

Baalim and Ashtaroth] See note on vii. 3. 

11. And the Lord senty &c.] Four typical deliverers of the nation 
are mentioned, (i) Jerubbaal, who brought the Midianite oppression 
to an end (Jud. vi. — ^viii.). His original name Gideon was changed to 
Jerubbaal {^let Baal plead\ for his bold act of piety in destroying the 
altar of Baal (Jud. vi. 31, 32). (2) Bedan. This name is not found in 
the book of Judges, but as that book is not a complete history, Bedan 
may possibly have been the name of a judge not mentioned there. But 
more probably Bedan is a cop)rist*s error for Barak, which is the reading 
of the Sept. and Syriac. The letters of the two words are much alike. 
In this case the reference will be to the deliverance from the Canaanite 
oppression already mentioned (Jud. iv. 6 ff.). Bedan has also been 
explained as a name of Samson, t\\\\n= Ben-Dan, i.e. the son of Dan 
or Danite (Jud. xiii. 2): or as a hjQ-TiajnQ^^ corpulent, (3) Jephthah 
the Gileadite, who routed the Ammonites (Jud. xi.). (4) Samuel. 
That Samuel should thus mention himself need not surprise us if we 
remember (a) that the apparent abruptness of the mention is due to the 
condensation of the narrative, which gives only a summary of the 
original speech : {b) that he has resigned his office, and standing as it 
were outside the era of the Judges, he reviews it as a whole: {c) that in 
order to point his rebuke of the Israelites for ingratitude to Jehovah in 
asking a kin^, it was necessary to prove that He had not forsaken them, 
but had contmued His deliverances down to the present. 

12. And when ye semi] As the demand for a king preceded the 
invasion of Nahash recorded in ch. xi, the reference must be to earlier 
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the king of the children of Ammon came against you, ye 
said unto me, Nay ; but a king shall reign over us : when 
the Lord your God was your king. Now therefore behold 13 
the king whom ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired : 
and behold, the Lord hath set a king over you. If ye will m 
fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his voice, and not 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall 
both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue 
following the Lord your God : but if ye will not obey the 15 
voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of 
the Lord, then shall the hand of the Lord be against you, 
as it was against your fathers. Now therefore stand and >6 
see this great thing, which the Lord will do before your 
eyes. Is it not wheat harvest to day ? I will call unto the »7 
Lord, and he shall send thunder and rain; that ye may 
perceive and see that your wickedness is great, which ye 
have done in the sight of the Lord, in asking you a king. 

So Samuel called unto the Lord ; and the Lord sent z8 
thunder and rain that day : and all the people greatly feared 



inroads, or to a threatened attack. This reason for desiring a king is 
hinted at in viii. 10, 

Nay\ Refusing to listen to my expostulations (viii. 6, 19). 

when the Lord your God was your king] Cp. Jud. viii. 33. 

18. wAom ye have desired] Asked, as in w, 17, 19. The word 
however is omitted by the Sept., and may possibly be an addition to 
the original text. 

14. If ye toillfearj &c.] Better, "If ye will fear Jehovah, and serve 
Um, and ohvy hie voice, and not rebel a^^alnst the commandment of 
Jehovah, and both ye and also the Un^ who reJ^eth over you 
continue foUowlnfir after Jehovah your Gk)d, [it shall be well with you]: 
but If, &c.*' The apodosis must be supplied from the context, as in Ex. 
xxxii. 33. 

16. cu it was against your fathers] As set forth in v, 9. The Sept. 
however reads, "and against your king," which offers a more complete 
parallel to v. 14. Cp. v. 35. 

17. he shall send thunder and rain] *'In ordinanr seasons from the 
cessation of the showers in spring [about the end 01 April] until their 
commencement in October or November, rain never falls, and the sky 
is usually serene." Robinson, Bibl, Res, I. 430. Wheat harvest was 
in May and June. See note on vi. 13. "Rain in harvest" serv«l as a 
figure for what was unseemly and anomalous (Prov. xxvi. i). 

18. feared the Lord and Samuel] The unexpected rain was a 
"sign, attesting the prophet's words. Cp. Ex. xiv. 31. 
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X9 the Lord and Samuel And all the people said unto 
Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God, that 
we die not : for we have added unto all our sins this evil, 

30 to ask us a king. And Samuel said unto the people, Fear 
not : ye have done all this wickedness : yet turn not aside 
from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your 

31 heart ; and turn ye not aside : for then should ye go after 
vain things^ which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are 

83 vain. For the Lord will not forsake his people for his 

great name's sake: because it hath pleased the Lord to 
S3 make you his people. Moreover as for me, God forbid that 

I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you : 
34 but I will teach you the good and the right way : only fear 

the Lord, and serve him in truth with all your heart : for 
as consider how great things he hath done for you. But if ye 

shall still do wickedly, ye shall be consumed, both ye and 

your king. 

Ch. XIII. I — 7. Revolt of the Israelites under Saul from 

the Philistines, 

13 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two 



19. Pray for thy servants^ See note on vii. 5. 

this evil] Wickedness: the same word as in z^. 17 and 10. 

21. for then should ye go after vain things] The word "for" 
necessitates the insertion of a verb to complete the sentence. But it is 
expressed in none of the ancient versions, and the sense gains by its 
omission. Translate: *'And ye shall not turn aside after vain things 
which cannot profit nor deliver." ** Vain thirds '' are false gods and 
idols, Heb. tShii, literally emptiness. The same word is applied to 
them in Is. xli. 99 (£.V. confusion), and to idol-makers in Is. xliv. 9. 
Cp. I Cor. viii. 4. 

22. for his great nam^s sake] Lest He should seem in the eyes of 
the heathen not to be such as He declares Himself to be. Almighty, 
True, Faithful. Compare the use of this plea by Moses (Ex. xxxii. 12; 
Num. xiv. 1$ ff.), and Joshua (Josh. viL 9). See also Rom. xi. i, 2. 

it hath pleased the Lord to make you his people] God's free choice of 
Israel to be his people is dwelt upon at length in Deut. vii. 6 — 11. 

24. how great things he hath done for you] Lit. With yon. The 
reference can scarcely be limited to the recent storm as a display of 
God's greatness, but includes all his gracious dealings with His people. 
Samuel concludes his speech as he began it {w. -6, ^, with an appeal to 
these as the motive for loyal obedience. 
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years over Israel, Saul chose him three thousand mm of* 
Israel; wfureof two thousand were with Saul in Michmash 
and in mount Beth-el, and a thousand were with Jonathan 

Ch. XIIL 1 — T. Revolt of thk Israslitbs under Saul from 

THE Philistines. 

1. Saul rtigned cne year; and when he had reigned two years ever 
Israel] The Hebrew cannot be thus translated. It is the common 
fonnnia for denoting the age of a king at his accession, and the length 
of his reign. See < Sam. n. lo^ ▼. 4 ; i King^ ziy. ai, &c. We must 
render, '*8ftal was [ ] jMn tfld wlun be tagaa to nlgn, mod 
ratgnad [ ] and two yean over Jsra^" Either the numbers were 
wanting in the original document, or they have been accidentally lost. 
30 is supplied in the fireplace by some MSS. of the Sept., and 
is a plausible conjecture. The length of Saul*s reign may have been 
12 or 53 years. He was in the prime of life when elected kin£, and his 
reign must have been of some considerable duration. But if he was 
only 30 years old at his accession, the events here recorded cannot have 
happened till at least 10 or 15 years after that event, for Jonathan, who 
has not been mentioned before, now appears as a stout warrior. In 
this case we have no account of the early years of Saul's reign. This 
view appears to be preferable to the supposition that Saul was older at 
his accession, and that the history is contmuous. See Introd. Ch. ill. 

The whole verse is omitted by the older copies of the Septuagint, 
and possibly was not in the original text. 

2. Saul chase him three thousand men] And Saul dhoae, &c The 
formation of a standing army marks an important epoch in the history 
of a nation. It was a natural result of the election of a king, who was 
to be a military leader. Cp. ziv. 53. This body was only large 
enough to form a nucleus foi the general levy of fighting men (v. 4), 
Iflce the hus-carls of the Saxon kings for the Land-Fyrd, See Green s 
Hist, efthe EngL People^ p. 75. 

in Michmash] The villages of MUkhmds and J^ preserve the 
names and mark the sites of Michmash and Geba. They stand on the 
N. and S. respectively of the Wcufy es Suweinit, a deep ravine with 
precipitous sides running from the highlands of Benjamm to Jericho. 
"About two miles S.£. of Ai it becomes a narrow gor^ Mrith 
vertical precipices some 800 feet high.*' Jonathan was in Gibeah, a 
few miles to the S. W. of Geba. See note on x. 5. We may conjecture 
that when Saul occupied Michmash the Philistines transferred their post, 
which had previously been at Gibeah (x. 5), to Geba, in order to watch 
him more closely. Jonathan thereupon sdzed Gibeah, from which he 
made the successfrd ^y described in v. 3. 

mount Beth-el] The high ^ound between Bethel and Michmash. 

yonaihan] The first mention of Saul's eldest son, whose memory is 
£unous not so much for his military achievements, as for his fast friend- 
ship with David. The name Jonathan means "the gift of Jehovah," 
and may be compared with the Greek Theodore, 
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in Gibeah of Benjamin : and the rest of the people he sent 

3 every man to his tent. And Jonathan smote the garrison 
of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines 
heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the 

4 land, sapng, Let the Hebrews hear. And all Israel heard 
say that Saul had smitten a garrison of the Philistines, and 
that Israel also was had in abomination with the Philistines. 
And the people were called together after Saul to Gilgal. 

5 And the PhiUstines gathered themselves together to fight 
with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand 
horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea 



8. the garrison of the Philistines^ See note on x. 5. 

Saul blew the trumpet] Heralds blowing trumpets to attract attention 
carried the news of Jonathan's daring exploit throughout the country to 
prepare the people ror a speedy summons to fight for their liberty. Cp. 
Jud. iii. 27, vi. 34; 1 Sam. xx. i. 

Let the Hebrews hear] The name "Hebrews" is generally employed 
only by foreigners, or in speaking to foreigners. See note on iv. 6. If 
the text is correct, it is here us«i (cp. v, 7) to place the nationality of 
Israel in contrast with the Philistmes, or to describe them from the 
Philistine point of view as the subject race. But the Sept. reads " The 
slaves have revolted," and it may be conjectured that we should trans- 
pose the words, and read "The Philistines heard sajdng. The slaves 
(or, the Hebrews) have revolted." The consonants of the Hebrew 
words for "slaves" and "Hebrews" are almost identical, and are 
constantly liable to be confused. 

4. heard say that Saul had smitten a garrison] Heard saying, Saul 
hath Bmltten the garrison of the Philistines. The first blow in the 
war of independence was doubtless struck by Jonathan under SauPs 
direction. 

was had in abomination] The same word meaning literally, "to 
make one's self stink" occurs in Gen. xxxiv. 30; Ex. v. 21; I Sam. 
xxvii. 12; 2 Sam. x. 6. 

the people were called together after Saul to Gilgal] Gilgal (see note 
on vii. 15) was probably chosen for the rendezvous as being the usual 
meeting-place, and the least liable to an attack from the Philistines. 

6. thirty thousand chariots] This reading, though as old as the 
Sept., is certainly wrong. The number of chariots was always less than 
that of horsemen, and such an enormous force of chariots is not only 
quite unparalleled, but would be useless in the mountainous country. 
Possibly the numeral 30, expressed in Hebrew by the letter /, was due 
to the accidental repetition of the last letter of the word Israel^ and we 
should read "a thousand chariots." Jabin had "nine hundred chariots" 
(Jud. iv. 3). 

people as the sand which is on the sea shore] ** People " — infantry. 
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shore in multitude: and they came up, and pitched in 
Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. When the men of 6 
Israel saw that they were in a strait, (for the people were 
distressed,) then the people did hide themselves in caves, 
and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and in 
pits. And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the 7 
land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, 
and all the people followed him trembling. 

8 — 14. SauFs disobedience and its penalty. 

And he tarried seven days, according to the set time that 8 
Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to Gilgal; 

"The sand on the sea shore*' is a common figure for an indefinite 
number. Cp. Gen. xxii. 17, xli. 49; Josh. xi. 4; Ps. Ixxviii. 37, &c. 

in Michmash^ eastward from Be/A-avgn] Saul evacuated Michmash 
and withdrew to Gilgal. Jonathan however still held Gibeah {v. 16). 
Beth-aven (= "house of naught" Le. idols) was near Ai, between 
Michmash and Bethel (Josh. vii. 2), The position was an important 
one, commanding the chief approach from Gilgal to the heart of the 
country. 

6. in a strait] In distress and danger : as it were, hemmed in and 
unable to turn in any direction. 

the people did hide themselves] Cp. Jud. vi. 1. 

in high places] The word thus translated occurs elsewhere only in 
Jud. ix. 46, 49 (E.V. hold), and is supposed to mean ** a fortified tower/* 
like the "peels" of the border counties, possibly the work of the old 
Canaanite inhabitants. But the context rather points to some natural 
hiding-place. 

7. some of the Hebi-ews] The soundness of the text is rendered 
doubtful by the peculiarity of the construction, and the use of the term 
•* Hebrews *' without apparent reason. The Sept., changing the vowels 
of the word Hebrews ^ renders, "And they who went over went over 
Jordan, &c. ; " but this can hardly be right either. 

all the people followed him trembling] The nation obeyed his summons, 
but in the greatest alarm at the proximity of the Philistine host. 

8 — 14. Saul's disobedience and its penalty. 

8. the set time that Samuel had appointed] It seems clear that the 
historian intends to refer to Samuel s injunction in x. 8, although in all 
probability the interview there recorded had taken place many years 
before. But the command may have been repeated now, and in any 
case the spirit of it survived. Chosen by Jehovah expressly to deliver 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, Saul was not at liberty to b^n 
the war of independence upon his own authority, but was to wait until 
duly commissioned to do so by Samuel. 
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9 and the people were scattered from him. And Saul said, 
Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. 

10 And he offered the burnt offering. And it came to pass, 
that as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt 
offering, behold, Samuel came ; and Saul went out to meet 

IX him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What 
hast thou done ? And Saul said. Because I saw that the 
people were scattered from me, and that thou camest not 
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered 

la themselves together at Michmash ; therefore said I, The 
Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I 
have not made supplication unto the Lord : I forced myself 

z3 therefore, and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel said 
to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly : thou hast not kept the 
commandment of the Lord thy God, which he commanded 
thee : for now would the Lord have established thy king- 

14 dom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not 

9. Bring hither a burnt offering, &c.] ''Bring hither to me tlie 
burnt-offering and the peace-offerings/' which were ready, awaiting 
Samuel's amval. 

he offered the burnt offering\ The same phrase is used of David (9 Sam. 
xxiv. 25), and Solomon (i Kings iii. 4), and probably does not mean 
that they actually performed the sacrifice themselves. If they did do so, 
it must be inferred that it was lawful for the king to act as priest. At 
any rate there is no hint here that Saul's sin consisted in the usurpation 
of priestly functions. 

10. Samuel came\ Perhaps before Saul had had time to offer the 
peace-offerings. 

11. Because I saw, &c.] The situation was critical in the extreme. 
Saul's army was hourly melting away. Scarcely ten miles distant was 
the Philistme host, ready to pour down and crush him. How could he 
take the field without entreating God's favour? Was not this sufficient 
excuse for his conduct? 

13. Thou ha^i done foolishly] Saul's sin seems excusable and 
scarcely deserving of so heavy a punishment. But it involved the whole 
principle of the subordination of the theocratic king to the Will of 
Jehovah as expressed by His prophets. On the one hand it shewed a 
distrust of God, as though God after choosing him for this work could 
forsake him in the hour of need: on the other hand it shewed a spirit of 
self-assertion, as though he could make war by himself without the 
assistance and counsel of God communicated through His prophet. 
Such a character was unfit for the office of king. 

forever] i.e. permanently, not of course absolutely without end. Cp. 
the use of the word in i. ii» 
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continue: the Lord hath sought him a man after his 
own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be 
captain over his people, because thou hast not kept th(U 
which the Lord commanded thee. 

15 — 18. The Philistine invasion. 

And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal unto 15 
Gibeah of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people that 
were present with him, about six hundred men. And Saul, 16 
and Jonathan his son, and the people that were present 
with them, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin : but the Phi- 
listines encamped in Michmash. And the spoilers came 17 
out of the camp of the Philistines in three companies : one 

14. a man after his otvn heart'] Quoted by St Paul in his discourse 
at Antioch (Acts xiii. 32). Cp. Ps. Ixxxix. 20. 

16^18. The Philistine invasion. 

16. And Samuel arose] The Sept. has a fuller text, which gives the 
connexion more clearly thus: **And Samuel arose and departed from 
Gilgal. And the remnant of the people went up after Saul to join the 
men of war [or, to the battle after the men of war] : and when they 
were come from Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin, Saul numbered, &c. 
After Samuel's departure Saul marched up and effected a junction with 
Jonathan at Gibeah or Geba. 

adout six hundred men] Cp. xiv. 1. Saul's precipitate action failed 
to produce the desired result of holding the army together. 

16. in Gibeah of Benjamin] Heb. in Geba of BenJamlXL The 
positions of w. 2, 3 are now reversed, the Philistines occupying Mich- 
mash on the northern side of the valley, Saul and Jonathan holding 
Geba on the southern side. 

17. the spoilers came out] Lit. the destroyer, the part of the army 
sent out to harry the country, (a) One band of marauders turned 
northwards to Ophrah^ a city of Benjamin (Josh, xviii. 23),conjecturally 
placed by Robinson at et Taiyibeh, 4 miles N. £. of Bethel, in the land 
of ShucU (= jackal) possibly the same as Shalim (ix. 4). (b) Another 
band took a westerly direction to Beth-horon (= house of caverns) on 
the main pass from the hill country of Judaea into the plain of Philistia. 
{c) A third band went eastwards to **the way of the border," probably 
that between Judah and Benjamin, by " the valley of Zeboim" (Nen. xL 34) 
= "the ravine of hyenas," ''towards the wilderness" or uncultivated 
district between the central district of Benjamin and the Jordan valley. 
Mr Grove went from Jericho to Michmash up a wild gorge bearing the 
name Shuk-ed-Dubba, or ''ravine of the hyena," the exact Arabic 
equivalent of "the valley of Zeboim," and possibly the same. Diet, of 
Bible, iii. 18 19. 
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company turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto 
zt the land of Shual : and another company turned the way 
to Beth-horon : and another company turned to the way 
of the border that looketh to the valley of Zeboim toward 
the wilderness. 

19 — 23. The disarmament of the Israelites, 

T9 Now there was no smith found throughout all the land 
of Israel : for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews 

ao make them swords or spears : but all the Israelites went 
down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, 

•I and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet 
they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and 

Southwards, Saul's camp in Geba protected the country. The tense 
of the verbs "turned" expresses repeated action, indicating that these 
ravages were continued for some time. The Philistines hoped to draw 
Saul out from his strong position, and force him to an engagement. 

19—23. The disarmament op the Israelites. 

19. Now there was no smith founds &c.] A signal proof of the 
severity of the Philistine oppression, and the difficulties against which 
Saul had to contend. This general disarmament clearly points to the 
lasting subjugation of a large district in the later years of Samuel's 
judgeship and the beginning of Saul's reign, and was not merely the 
temporary result of the present invasion. A similar tyranny was prac- 
tised by the Canaanites before Deborah's victory (Jud. v. 8, cp. iii. 31); 
and Porsena is reported by Pliny to have prohibited the Romans from 
using iron except for agricultural purposes {Hist, Nat. xxxiv. 14). 

20. to sharpen\ The word signifies **to sharpen by forging^* 

his share, &c.] The agricultural implements mentioned cannot be 
identified with any certainty. The words rendered "share" and 
" mattock " are derived from the same root meaning to cut, and are al- 
most identical in form. That rendered *' coulter is elsewhere trans- 
lated "plow-share" (Is. ii. 4, &c.). 

21. Yet they had afile\ So the Targum and some Rabbinic commen- 
tators. If the rendering is correct, the meaning will be that for the 
ordinary sharpening of tools they had files, but for any forging work 
they had to go to the Philistines. But the best rendering appears to be 
either, **When the edges, fto. were Uunt:" or that of the Vulgate, 
"So tbe edges of the mattocks... used to he hlunt." The result of 
the necessity of going so far to get their tools repaired was that they got 
into a very unserviceable condition. The words, "and to set (i.e. 
sharpen or point) the goad" must be taken as depending on "the 
Israelites went down to the Philistines," the intervening words being 
regarded as a parenthesis. 
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for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. 
So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was 29 
neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the 
people that werg with Saul and Jonathan : but with Saul 
and with Jonathan his son was there found. And the 33 
garrison of the Philistines went out to the passage of Mich- 
mash. 

Ch. XIV. I — 15. yofuUharis deed of daring. 

Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son 14 
of Saul said unto the young man that bare his armour. 
Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that 
is on the other side. But he told not his father. And, 
Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gibeah under a pome- 
granate tree which is in Migron : and the people that were 
with him were about six hundred men ; and Ahiah, the son 3 

23. the passage of MichmasK\ By "the passage of Michmash," 
mentioned also in the description of Sennacherib's march upon Jerusalem 
in Is. X. ^9, is meant the deep ravine now known as the Wady es- 
Swweinit (v. 2, note). The Philistines threw out an advanced post from 
their main camp to one of the bluffs on the very edge of the valley, with 
the view of watching the Israelites in Geba opposite, and preventing a 
surprise attack on their camp. It was this post which Jonathan attacked. 

Ch. XIV, 1 — 16. Jonathan's deed of daring. 

1. that bare his armour] A confidential attendant like the squire of 
the middle ages. 

But he told not his father] For fear lest he should forbid so hazard- 
ous an attempt. From this point to the end of v» 5 we have a series of 
clauses introduced parenthetically to describe the circumstances under 
which the attack was made, v, 6 resumes the thread of the narrative 
by a repetition of Jonathan's words. The vivid detail marks the account 
of one familiar with the spot. 

2. the uttermost part of Gideah] Here at any rate Gibeah seenis to 
denote a district. See note on x. 5. Saul was stationed probably at 
the northern extremity of it, under " the pomegranate tree which is in 
Migron." So we find him sifterwards " under the tamarisk in Gibeah " 
(xxii. 6). Migron cannot be the place mentioned in Is. x. a 8, which 
was north of Michmash. The name means precipice^ and probably 
occurred frequently in this rocky region. 

3. And Ahiahf the son of Ahttub] And [there was with him] 
Ahlah, or Ahljah, as the name is usually transliterated. Ahijah is per- 
haps the same as Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, the priest at Nob, who 
was the victim of Saul's sacrilegious vengeance (xxii. 9). The name 

I. SAMUEL o 
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of Ahitub, I-chabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son 
of Eli, the Lord's priest in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. 
4 And the people knew not that Jonathan was gone. And 
between the passages, dy which Jonathan sought to go over 
unto the Philistines' garrison, t/t^re was a sharp rock on 
the one side, and a sharp rock on the other side : and the 
name of the one was Bozez, and the name of the other 

Ahijah^ " brother of Jah " and Akimdeck = " brother of the king ** may 
have been applied to the same person, Melech king being substituted for 
the divine name Jah in ordinary intercourse. But it is also possible 
that Ahimelech was the brother of Ahijah and his successor in the 
high priesthood. 

I-chahotts brother\ See iv. 11. I-chabod*s elder brother Ahitub was 
probably about the same age as Samuel, and his son may have been high- 
priest already for some time. Fifty years or more must have elapsed 
since the death of Eli. See Introduction, Ch. iii. 

the LoREfs priest in Shiloh] These words must be referred to Eli as 
the most famous priest during the period while the Tabernacle was 
at Shiloh, not to Ahijah. It is all but certain that Shiloh ceased to be 
the religious centre of the nation after the capture of the Ark. 

wearing an ephod] i. e. officiating as high-priest. See note on ii. 18. 
His presence with the army is noticed to prepare the way for the fact 
mentioned in v, 18. 

4. And between the passages y &c.] The scene of Jonathan's adven- 
ture is accurately described. The "passages" appear to be ravines 
running down into the main valley, oy miich it was possible to get 
down and cross over. ** In the valley, [the Wady es-Suweinit] just at 
the left of where we crossed, are two hills of a conical or rather a 
spherical form, having steep rocky sides, with small wadys running up 
behind each so as almost to isolate them. One is on the side toward 
Jeba and the other towards Mukhmas. These would seem to be the two 
rocks mentioned in connexion with Jonathan's adventure." Robinson, 
Bidi. Res. I. 441. 

a sharp rock] Lit. " a tooth of the rock." Cp. note on vii. 11. 

the name of the one was Bozez] " The northern cliff was named Bozez 
or " shining," and the true explanation of this name only presents itself 
on the spot. The great valley runs nearly due east, and thus the south- 
em cliff is almost entirely in shade during the day. The contrast is sur- 
prising and picturesque between the dark cool colour of the south side 
and the ruddy or tawny tints of the northern cliff, crowned with the 
gleaming white of the upper chalky strata. The picture is unchanged 
since the days when Jonathan looked over to the white camping-ground 
of the Philistines, and Bozez must then have shone as brightly as it 
does now, in the full light of an eastern sun." Conder's Tent Work^ 
II. 113. 

the name of the other Seneh] " The southern cliff was called Seneh 
or *the Acacia,* and the same name still applies to the modern valley. 
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Seneh. The forefront of the one was situate northwards 
over against Michmash, and the other southward over 
against Gibeah. And Jonathan said to the young man 6 
that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the 
garrison of these uncircumcised : it may be that the Lord 
will work for us : for there is no restraint to the Lord to 
save by many or by few. And his armourbearer said unto 7 
him, Do all that is in thine heart : turn thee ; behold, I 
am with thee according to thy heart. Then said Jonathan, 8 
Behold, we will pass over unto these men, and we will dis- 
cover ourselves unto them. If they say thus unto us, Tarry 9 
until we come to you ; then we will stand still in our place, 
and will not go up unto them. But if they say thus, 10 
Come up unto us ; then we will go up : for the Lord hath 
delivered them into our hand : and this shall be a sign unto 
us. And both of them discovered themselves unto the " 
garrison of the Philistines : and the Philistines said. Behold, 
the Hebrews come forth out of the holes where they had 



due to the acacia trees which dot its course." Wady es-SttweinU^ 
" Valley of the little thorn tree " or " acacia." Id, 

5. the forefront of the one^ &c] Lit. The one ora^ (lit. tootK) was a 
pUlar on tbe nortb In front of MifthmaHh, and tbe otber on tbe sontli 
in front of Qeba. The Sept. omits '* a pillar." 

6. these uncircumcised ] A frequent epithet of abhorrence for the 
Philistines. Here it has a special significance, for it indicates that 
Jonathan's hope of success was based on the reflection that the Philis- 
tines stood in no covenant-relation to Jehovah, as Israel did. 

there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few] See ch. 
xvii. 46, 47; Jud. vii. 4, 7 ; ^ Chron. xiv. 11, and the noble words of 
Judas Maccabaeus before the battle of Beth-horon (i Mace. iii. 16 — 11) : 
"With the God of heaven it is all one to deliver with a great multitude 
or with a small company ; for the victory of battle standeth not in the 
multitude of an host ; but strength cometh from heaven." These were 
among the heroes who '* throu^ faith waxed valiant in fight, turned 
to flight the armies of the aliens " (Heb. xi. 34). 

7. turn thee] The reading of the Heb. text is doubtful, and that of 
the Sept. perhaps to be preferred. "Do all unto which thine heart in- 
clineth : behold I am with thee : my heart is as thy heart." 

10. this shall be a sipt unto us] " ^le sign " is clearly regarded by 
Jonathan as an intimation of the Divine will. Cp. Gen. xxiv. 14; Jud. 
vi. 36 fif., and ch. ii. 34, note. 

11. the holes where they had hid thetnselves] See xiii. 6. Travellers 
speak of numerous caverns in the limestone rocks of the district. 
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la hid themselves. And the men of the garrison answered 
Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said, Come up to us, 
and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto 
his armourbearer. Come up after me: for the Lord hath 

X3 delivered them into the han^ of Israel. And Jonathan 
climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet, and his 
armourbearer after him : and they fell before Jonathan ; 

14 and his armourbearer slew after him. And thai first 
slaughter, which Jonathan and his armourbearer made, was 
about twenty men, within as it were a half acre of land, 

15 which a yoke of oxen might plow. And there was trembling 
in the host, in the field, and among all the people: the 
garrison, and the spoilers, they also trembled, and the earth 
quaked : so it was a very great trembling. 



12. we will shew you a thinA Either, "give you some information;" 
or, "teach you a lesson." Cp. Jud. viii. 16. Perhaps a colloquial 
phrase, used of course contemptuously. 

18. yonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet] ** Imme- 
diately to the east of the village of Michmash exists a natural fortress, 
still called ' the fort ' by the peasantry. It is a ridge rising in three 
rounded knolls above a perpendicular crag, ending in a narrow tongue 
to the east with cliffs below." Conder's Tenl Work, 11. 112. This may 
have been the post occupied by the advanced guard of the Philistines. 

14. within as it were a half acre 0/ land which a yoke of oxen might 
plow] Lit. in alxmt half a ftrrow of a yoke of land. "A yoke of 
land " may denote such a piece of land as a yoke of oxen would plough 
in one day, a natural measure for an agricultural people to use. "The 
furrow of a yoke " will then denote the length of one side of such a 
square measure. The point appears to be that the garrison was cut to 
pieces in a comparatively short distance. 

The Sept. however (unless its rendering is mere conjecture) repre- 
sents a different reading: "And the first slaughter... was with darts 
and slings and stones of the field." But Jonathan at any rate was better 
armed (xiiL 22), and it is hard to see the point of mentioning the wea- 
pons with which theySrj/ slaughter was accomplished. 

16. in the host, in the fieSl In the camp in the field, the main 
army as distinguished from the outpost which Jonathan had attacked. 

the earth guaked] Perhaps this only describes the tumult and confu- 
sion of the Philistine host (cp. iv. 5), but possibly an earthquake aug- 
mented the general panic, as at the Exodus (Ps. Ixxvil. 18). Cp. the 
storm at Ebenezer (ch. vii. 10). 

so it was a very great trembling] Lit. "And it became a trembling 
of God," i. e. a supernatural panic inspired by God. Cp. a Kings 
vii. 6. 
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16 — 23. TA€ roitt of the Philistines, 

And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked; t6 
and behold, the multitude melted away, and they went on 
beating down one another. Then said Saul unto the people 17 
that were with him, Number now, and see who is gone 
from us. And when they had numbered, behold Jonathan 
and his armourbearer were not there. And Saul said unto 18 
Ahiah, Bring hither the ark of God. For the ark of God 
was at that time with the children of Israel And it came 19 
to pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the noise 
that was in the host of the Philistines went on and in- 
creased: and Saul said unto the priest. Withdraw thine 
hand. And Saul and all the people that were with him ao 
assembled themselves, and they came to the battle : and 
behold, every man's sword was against his fellow, and there 
was a very great discomfiture. Moreover the Hebrews ax 
that were with the Philistines before that time, which went 

16—23. The rout of the Philistines. 

16. in Gibeah of Benjamin] If TuUil-el-FAl is the true site of the 
town of Gibeah, we must either suppose that Gibeah is here used of the 
surrounding district, or read Geba tor Gibeah, since according to Lieut. 
Conder, Michmash is not visible from Tuleil-el-Ml, See note on x. 5. 

they went on beating down one another] It is doubtful if this or any 
other meaning can be extracted from the present Heb. text.^ The Sept. 
gives a good sense : "And behold, the camp was in confusion on every 
side." 

17. Number now] The word denotes a muster or parade of the 
troops for inspection. 

18. Bring hither the ark of God] Saul wished to "inquire of God " 
before going to battle. See Num. xxvii. 11, But apart from the fact 
that we have no mention of the transportation of the Ark from Kirjath- 
jearim, it was not the Ark, but the Ephod with Urim and Thummim 
which was the proper instrument for ascertaining the will of God. More- 
over "bring hither" is a term applied to the Ephod (xxiii. jj, xxx. 7) 
but not to the Ark. It seems best therefore to follow the reading of the 
Sept. ; "And Saul said to Ahia, bring hither the Eohod : for he wore 
the Ephod at that time before the children of Israel.^ 

19. Withdraw thine hand] Desist from the inquiry. With cha- 
racteristic impatience Saul would not wait for God's answer. 

20. every man^s sword was against his fellow] Cp. Jud. vii. 11 ; 
a Chr. XX. 33. 

21. the Hebrews that were with the Philistines] Either renegade 
Israelites who had taken service in the Philistine army, or forced levies 
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up with them into the camp from the country round about, 
even they also turned to be with the Israelites that were 

m with Saul and Jonathan. Likewise all the men of Israel 
which had hid themselves in mount Ephraim, when they 
heard that the Philistmes fled, even they also followed hard 

as after them in the battle. So the Lord saved Israel that 
day : and the battle passed over unto Beth-aven. 

24 — 30. Jonathans breach of SauPs rash oath, 

24 And the men of Israel were distressed that day : for Saul 
had adjured the people, saying, Cursed be the man that 
eateth any food until evening, that I may be avenged on 
mine enemies. So none of the people tasted any food. 

25 And all they of the land came to a wood ; and there was 
a6 honey upon the ground. And when the people were come 

from the districts occupied by the Philistines. The name "Hebrews** 
by which they were known to the Philistines is used to distinguish them 
from the "Israelites** who had not submitted to their oppressors. The 
Sept. reads "slaves.** See notes on iv. 6 and xiii. 3. 

23. So the Lord saved Israel] Cp. Ex. xiv. 30 ; a Chr. xxxii. 23. 
unto Beth-aven] Saul crossed the valley from Geba to Michmash, 

and drove the Philistines back in a north-westerly direction to Beth- 
aven, half way between Michmash and Bethel. Thence the pursuit was 
across the watershed, and headlong down the pass of Beth-horon to 
Aijalon, where the valley b^;ins to open out towards the plain of Phi- 
listia : — that same pass where Joshua gained his great victory over the 
five Amorite kings (Tosh. x. 10), and where the valiant Judas Macca^ 
baeus was once more m later times to drive back the enemies of Israel to 
the plains (i Mace. iii. 24). The whole distance was between 15 and 
20 miles. 

24—80. JONATHAN*S BREACH OF SaUL*S RASH OATH. 

24. were distressed that day : for Saul, &c.] Render, And tbe men of 
Israel were distressed that day. And Saul caused the people to 
swear, &c. Seeing the fatigued condition of the army, and fearing lest 
they should relinquish the pursuit to get food, Saul rashly exacted from 
them an oath, which led to three evil results. ( i ) It hindered instead 
of facilitating the pursuit of the enemy. (3) It involved Jonathan in an 
involuntary trespass. (3) It indirectly occasioned the sin of the people 
(v. 32). The Sept. however appears to have had a different text as 
follows : "And all the people that were with Saul were about ten thou- 
sand men. And the battle was scattered throughout the whole wood 
[city is a mistranslation of the Heb. word for wood in v, 2e^] in mount 
Ephraim. And Saul did very foolishly on that day, and adjured the 
people, saying, &c." 
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into the wood, behold the honey dropped; but no man 
put his hand to his mouth : for the people feared the oath. 
But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people 97 
with the oath : wherefore he put forth the end of the rod 
that was in his hand, and dipt it in a honeycomb, and put 
his hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened. 
Then answered one of the people, and said, Thy father as 
straitly charged the people with an oath, saying. Cursed 
be the man that eateth any food this day. And the people 
were faint Then said Jonathan, My father hath troubled 39 
the land : see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been 
enlightened, because I tasted a little of this honey. How 30 
much more, if haply the people had eaten freely to day of 
the spoil of their enemies which they found ? for had there 
not been now a much greater slaughter among the Phi- 
listines ? 

31 — 35. The sin of the people. 

And they smote the Philistines that day from Mich- 31 
mash to Aijalon : and the people were very faint And 3a 
the people flew upon the spoil, and took sheep, and 
oxen, and calves, and slew them on the ground : and the 
people did eat them with the blood. Then they told Saul, 33 

26. behold^ the honey dropped] Lit. behold a streftin of honey. 
Palestine is literally "a land flowing with milk and honey" (Ex. iii. 8). 
Wild bees settle in vast numbers in the clefts of the limestone rocks and 
in the trees. Compare the statement of a traveller in India, where '*the 
forests literally flow with honey. Large combs may be seen hanging in 
the trees as you pass along, fiill of honey.'* Cp. Matt. iii. 4. See 
Tristram's Land of Israel^ p. 83. Kitto's BibU lUtutrations^ p. 190. 

27. his eyes were enlightened] Cp. Ps. xiii. 3. His bodily powers 
were refreshed. The opposite idea is conveyed by the Heb. words for 

fainting^ which are derived from roots meaning 'to be shrouded in 
darkness.' 

28. straitly] i.e. strictly. Cp. Ex. xiii. 19; Josh. vi. i. 

And the people were faint] Better, and the people are fidnt, or 
weazy : words of the speaker, not a comment by the historian. 

29. hath troubled] The word applied to Achan in Josh. vii. 15. 

81^86. The sin of the people. 

81. Jrom Michmash to Aijalon] See note on v, 13. 

82. the people did eat them with the blood] As soon as it was 
evening, the fasting people flew upon the spoil to satisfy their hun- 



136 I. SAMUEL, XIV. [vv. 34—39. 

saying, Behold, the people sin against the Lord, in that 
they eat with the blood. And he said. Ye have trans- 
34gressed: roll a great stone unto me this day. And Saul 
said, Disperse yourselves among the people, and say unto 
them, Bring me hither every man his ox, and every man 
his sheep, and slay them here, and eat ; and sin not against 
the Lord in eating with the blood. And all the people 
brought every man his ox with him that night, and slew 

35 them there. And Saul built an altar unto the Lord : the 
same was the first altar that he built unto the Lord. 

36 — 46. The conseqiuHce of Jonathan's transgression, 

36 And Saul said. Let us go down after the Philistines by 
night, and spoil them until the morning light, and let us 
not leave a man of them. And they said. Do whatsoever 
seemeth good unto thee. Then said the priest. Let us 

37 draw near hither unto God. And Saul asked counsel of 
God, Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou 
deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he answered 

38 him not that day. And Saul said, Draw ye near hither, all 
the chief of the people : and know and see wherein this 

39 sin hath been this day. For, as the Lord liveth, which 

ger, and in doing so transgressed the primeval prohibition (Gen. ix. 4), 
which was re-enacted in the Mosaic law (Lev. xvii. 10 — 14), and ob- 
served in the early days of the Christian Church (Acts xv. 20). 

88. this day] Rather, forUiwitli. But the Sept. reads ''here," 
perhaps rightly. 

85. the satne was the first altar] Lit. "it he began to build as an 
altar to Jehovah." The E. V. probably gives the right sense. The 
altar was erected as a thank-offenng for the victory. ** The great stone" 
most likely formed part of it. 

86 — 46. The consequence of Jonathan's transgression. 

86. Let us draw near hither unto God] Ahijah checks Saul's im- 
pulse, reminding him that it was necessary first to ascertain the will of 
God. Perhaps he felt that Saul's neglect to wait for Cxod's answer in 
the morning (v. 19) had already borne evil fruit. 

87. asked counsel of God] Inquired of CkKl, the same verb as in x. 
12. See note there. 

88. the chief of the people] Lit. "the comer-stones of the people,'' 
as in Jud. xx. 2, probably the elders or heads of houses. 

wherein this sin hath been] Saul assumes that some undiscovered sin 
must have caused Gk)d to refuse an answer, as Achan's trespass led Him 
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saveth Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall 
surely die. But there was not a man among all the people 
that answered him. Then said he unto all Israel, Be ye on 40 
one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other 
side. And the people said unto Saul, Do what seemeth 
good unto thee. Therefore Saul said unto the Lord God 41 
of Israel, Give a perfect lot. And Saul and Jonathan were 
taken : but the people escaped. And Saul said, Cast lots 4a 
between me and Jonathan my son. And Jonathan was 
taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, Tell me what thou 43 
hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I did but 
taste a little honey with the end of the rod that was in mine 
hand, and lo, I must die. And Saul answered, God do so 44 
and more also : for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan. And 45 

to withdraw His Presence and abandon Israel to defeat (Josh. vii. 1 1, 
is). At a later time Saul's own sin made God desert Him in the same 
way (ch. xxviii. 6, 15). Jonathan's transgression of the oath, although 
unintentional, was an offence against the Majesty of the Divine Name 
which could not be left unnoticed. 

41. Give a perfect lot] This and not the marginal rendering **Shew 
the innocent" is the best explanation of an obscure phrase which occurs 
nowhere else. 

The Sept. however has a very different reading, which with some 
emendation may be rendered, *'And Saul said, O Lord God of Israel, 
why hast thou not answered thy servant to day? If the iniquity be in 
me or in Jonathan my son, O Lord God of Israel, give Urim : and if it 
be in thy people Israel, give Thummim.*' If this reading is correct, it 
points to the conclusion that the ''judgment of Urim and Thummim" was 
obtained by a special method of casting lots, which was employed on 
the present occasion. See further on xxviii. 6. The Heb. text implies 
that the ordinary lot only was used. 

42. And Saul said, &c.] Again the Sept. text is fuller. "And 
Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan my son : whomsoever the 
Lord taketh by lot, let him die. And the people said unto Saul, This 
thing shall not be. And Saul prevailed over the people, and thev cast 
lots between him and Jonathan his son, and Jonathan was taken. The 
omission in the Heb. text may be accounted for by homoeoteleuton (x. i. 
note), the words for my son and his son being almost identical. 

48. Tell me] In like manner Joshua moved Achan to confess, when 
the lot had fixed upon him as the "troubler of Israel" (Josh. vii. 19). 

I did but taste., &c] I did certainly taste... here I am: I wlU die. 
Jonathan's words are not a lamentation over his hard fate, as the £. V. 
implies, but a confession that the guilt, though involuntary, was his, 
and an heroic expression of readiness to sacrifice his life for his country 
even in the hour of victory. 
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the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die, who hath 
wrought this great salvation in Israel? God forbid: as 
the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his head fall to 
the ground ; for he hath wrought with God this day. So 

46 the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not. Then Saul 
went up from following the Philistines : and the Philistines 
went to their own place. 

47 — 52- Summary account of SauVs wars and family, 

47 So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against 

45. there shall not one hair of his head fall to the jpvund] See a 
Sam. xiy. 11; i Kings i. 52; Matt. x. 30; Luke xxi. 18; Acts xxvii. 

34- 
he hath ivrought ttnth Gotf\ Compare Jonathan's own words in v. 6. 

the people rescued Jonathan] "There was now a freer and more un- 
derstanding spirit in the nation at large. What was tolerated in the time 
of Jephthsm, when every man did what was right in his own eyes, and 
when the obligation of such yovrs overrode all other considerations, was 
no longer tolerated now. The people interposed in Jonathan's behalf. 
They recognised the religious aspect of his great exploit. They rallied 
round him with a zeal that overbore even the royal vow, and rescued 
Jonathan that he died not. It was the dawn of a better day. It was 
the nationsd spirit now in advance of their chief, animated by the same 
Prophetic teaching, which through the voice of Samuel had now made 
itself felt; the conviction that there was a higher duty even than out- 
ward sacrifice or exact fulfilment of literal vows." Stanley's Lectures, 
II. 14. 

A somewhat analc^ous story is told in Uvy viii. 35. Q. Fabius the 
Master of the Horse violated the commands of the Dictator Papirius 
Cursor by attacking the Samnites in his absence. He was ordered for 
instant execution by the dictator, but escaped through the intercession 
of the people. 

47 — 62. Summary account of Saul's wars and family. 

47. So Saul took the kingdom] The various wars undertaken by Saul 
whom the people elected king "to go out before them and fight their 
battles" are here summarily noticed, (i) Against Moab. See note on 
xi. I. (1) Against the children of Ammon, as recorded in ch. xi., and 
perhaps upon other occasions. (3) Against the Edomites, the descend- 
ants of Esau, sumamed Edom (Gen. xxv. 30), who occupied Edom or 
Idumaea, previously called Mount Seir {^rugged)^ the mountainous 
district stretching n-om the Dead Sea to the head of the Gulf of Elath. 
The Edomites were conquered by David (2 Sam. viii. 14), and re- 
mained subject to Judah till the reign of Jehoram (3 Kings viii. loj. 
They are fiercely denounced by the later prophets, especially Obadiah, 
for their hostility to Judah. (4) Against the Syrian lungdom of Zobah 
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all his enemies on every side, against Moab, and against 
the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the 
kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines : and whither- 
soever he turned himself, he vexed them. And he gathered 48 
a host, and smote the Amalekites, and delivered Israel out 
of the hands of them that spoiled them. Now the sons of 49 
Saul were Jonathan, and Ishui, and Melchishua : and the 
names of his two daughters were these; the name of the 
firstborn Merab, and the name of the younger Michal : and so 
the name of SauFs wife was Ahinoam, the daughter of 
Ahimaaz : and the name of the captain of his host was 
Abner, the son of Ner, Saul's uncle. And Kish was the 51 

on the north-east. This kingdom was probably situated between 
Damascus and the Euphrates, but its exact position and limits are 
undetermined. The "kings" were apparently independent chiefe; in 
David's time it was ruled by a single king Hadadezer, and the account 
of David's wars with it testify to its power and importance (1 Sam. viii. 
3 — 10). (5) Against the Philistines throughout his reign {v, 5a). No 
special account of the wars against Moab, Edom and Zobah is given, 
for the object of the book is not to give a complete history of Saul's 
reign, but to describe its salient features, and the sins which led to his- 
rejection. 

he vexed thein\ The word means literally "to condemn," and so (if 
the reading is correct) "to conquer," the war being regarded as a suit 
against the enemies of God, in which defeat was tantamount to a verdict 
of condemnation. The Sept. however reads simply, "he was victorious." 

48. gathered a host] Better, did valiantly, as in Num. xxiv. 18; 
Ps. Ix. 12. 

smote the Amalekites'] As recorded at length in ch. xv. 

49. /shut] Since in ch. xxxi. 3 and i Chron. x. 2, the names of the 
sons who fell with Saul at Gilboa are given as Jonathan, Abinadab and 
Melchishua, and in the genealogies of i Chr. viii. 33 and ix. 39 these 
three are again mentioned with the addition of Esh-Bsud or Ish-bosheth, 
it seems probable that /shut is identical with AHncuidb, Either Ishui 
was a second name, or it is a corruption of the Heb. word for "and the 
second." Cp. note on viiL 1, 

60. Abner the son of Ner Sauts uncle] Grammatically, "Saul's 
uncle" might refer either to Abner or to Ner, but it is almost certain 
that it must refer to the latter, so that Saul and Abner were first cousins. 
V, $1 should be read, according to Josephus, "And Kiah the father of 
Banl and Ner the father of Abner were sons of Ahl^" It is true that 
the genealogies in i Chr. viii. 33, ix. 39 make Ner the grandfather of 
Saul and consequently Abner Saul's uncle : but {a) Ner is not mentioned 
among Saul's ancestors in ch. ix. i, and {b) it is difficult to suppose that 
Abner who was in foil vigour for seven years after Saul's death {1 S« 
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father of Saul ; and Ner the father of Abner was the son of 
sa AbieL And there was sore war against the Philistines all 
the days of Saul : and when Saul saw any strong man, or 
any valiant man, he took him unto him. 

Ch. XV. I — 9. SauPs commission to destroy Amalek, 

15 Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint 

thee to be king over his people, over Israel : now therefore 

hearken thou unto the voice of the words of the Lord. 

« Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that which 

Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, 

ii. iii.) could have belonged to the generation above him. There is 
probably some confusion of the names in Chronicles. 

51. AHel\ It has been conjectured that Abiel is the same as Jehid 
"the fether" or founder of Gibeon, i Chr. ix. 35, and that Gibean is 
identical with Gibeah; but this is doubtful. 

52. he took Aim] to serve in his permanent corps of picked soldiers 
(xiii. a), 

Ch. XV. 1 — 9. Saul*s commission to destroy Amalek. 

1. Samuel also said] And Samutf said. How long after the repulse 
of the Philistines this happened, we are not told. Some years at least 
must be allowed for the evident development of that wilfulness which 
was Saul's ruin. 

7^ Lord sent me] VLe did Jebovah send. The pronoun stands 
emphatically at the head of the sentence. The prophet appeals to his 
former commission to anoint Saul as accrediting him to be God*s messen- 
ger on the present occasion. "The note of special warning" with which 
he prefaces the command indicates that he felt that "the discipline of 
Saul's life was gathering itself up into a special trial," and that this 
would be "a crisis in that life-history, with which by God's own hand 
his own had been so strangely intertwined." Wilberforce*s Heroes of 
Hebrew History, p. 219. 

2. / remember] Rather, I liave xeyiewed, or, oonaidered. Vulg. 
recensuu 

thai which Amalek did to Israel] The origin of the powerful tribe of 
the Amalekites is uncertain. According to one view they had migrated 
from the East: according to another they were the descendants of 
£sau*s grandson Amalek (Gen. xxxvi. 13). They were a nomad people, 
roaming over the wilderness which lies to the south and south-west of 
Palestine and stretches down into the peninsula of Sinai. They disputed 
the passage of the Israelites, but were signally defeated at Rephidim (Ex. 
xvii. 8). Upon a later occasion they joined with the Canaanites, and 
were victorious in a battle near Hormah (Num. xiv. 45). In league 
with the Moabites (Jud. iii. 13) and Midianites (Jud. vi. 3) they con- 
tinued to harass the Israelites after their entrance into Canaan. As the 
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when he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Amalek, 3 
and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not ; 
but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass. And Saul gathered the people 4 
together, and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred 
thousand footmen, and ten thousand men of Judah. And 5 
Saul came to a city of Amalek, and laid wait in the valley. 
And Saul said unto the Kenites, Go, depart, get you down 6 
from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them : 
for ye shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when 
they came up out of Egypt. So the Kenites departed from 



first of the heathen nations who opposed the prc^ess of God's people 
after the Exodus they were doomed to utter destruction (Ex. xvii. 16; 
Num. xxiv. 3o; Deut. xxv. 17 — 19), and the time had now come for 
the execution of this sentence. 

8. utterly destroy all that they have] The word translated "utterly 
destroy" means ''to ban," or "to devote," and hence since that which 
was cherem or "devoted" might not be taken as spoil, it comes to 
signify "utterly destroy." See Lev. xxvii. a8, ap; Josh. vi. 17 ff. The 
word is used in Samuel only in this chapter. 

On the "moral difficulty" involved in this command see Note V. 
p. 340. 

4. in Telairn] Nowhere else mentioned, unless it is the same as 
Telem (Josh. xv. 34), the portion of which in the southern border of 
Judah suits the circumstances. The name means "lambs," and was 
probably derived from the pastures in the neighbourhood. 

ten thousand men of Judah] This implies that the 200,000 foot- 
soldiers were from the other tribes. See note on xi. 8. 

6. a city of Amalek] Perhaps the capital or chief settlement was 
simply called Ir^ Amalek =i**i\it city of Amalek," as Rabbah was called 
Ar or Ir'Moab=*^iht city of Moab" (Num. xxi. «8, xxii. 36). 

in the valley] Heb. naehal, which signifies a ravine or torrent-bed. 
See Sinai and Falestiney p. 505. 

6. the Kenites] This tribe, as may be inferred from the fact that 
Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, the priest of Midian (Ex. iii. i), is called 
a Kenite in Jud. L 16, was an ofishoot from the Midianites. The ser- 
vices done to Israel by Jethro and his son Hobab (Ex. xviii ; Num. x. 
99 — j^) led to a firm alliance. The Kenites accompanied the Israelites 
on their march as far as Jericho (Jud. i. 16), and then went and dwelt 
among the Amalekites in the desert to the south of Judah. They are 
mentioned again in xxvii. 10, xxx. 29, as the friends of Israel. Famous 
among the Kenites was Jael, whose husband Heber had migrated into 
northern Palestine (Jud. iv. 1 1) ; and the Rechabites who belonged to this 
tribe (i Chr. ii. 55) long preserved the nomad habits of their ancestors 
(Jer. XXXV. 7 — 10). 
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7 among the Amalekites. And Saul smote the Amalekites 
from Havilah until thou comest to Shur, that is over against 

s Egypt And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites 
alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of 

9 the sword. But Saul and the people spared Agag, and the 
best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fatlings, and 
the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them : but every thing that was vile and refuse, that 
they destroyed utterly. 

10 — 23. SauPs disobedience and its penalty, 

10 Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, 
XI It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king : for he 

7. from Havilah until thou earnest to Shur] The region occupied 
by the Ishmaelites is described in the same terms in Gen. xxv. 18. 
Havilah is supposed to be a district of Arabia, but its position cannot 
be fixed with any certainty. Shur is repeatedly mentioned in connexion 
with the route from Palestine to Egypt, and appears to be the part of 
the Arabian desert bordering on Egypt. See Gen. xvi. 7, xx. i ; Ex. 
XV. 22; I Sam. xxvii. 8. Shur means wallf and the name may have 
been derived from the wall which anciently defended the north-eastern 
frontier of Egypt. 

over against Egypt"] In firont of Bg^jrpt, looking towards it from 
Palestine; or, eastward of Egypt. 

8. Agag] ^^^ perhaps means '* fiery." As the name is found in 
Num. xxiv. 7, it was probably an hereditary title, like Pharaoh among 
the Egyptians. 

utterly destroyed all the people] All who fell into their hands. Some 
survived, and continued a guerilla warfare against the Israelites (xxviL 
8, XXX. i; 1 Sam. viii. 12). The last remnant of them was destroyed 
by a band of Simeonites in the reign of Hezekiah (i Chr. iv. 43). 

9. spared Agag] Perhaps to grace his triumph and to be an evi- 
dence of his victory (Jud. i. 7) : perhaps from a feeling of sympathy with 
a fellow king (i Kings xx. 32). 

and the best of the sheepy &c.] In direct violation of the Divine 
command. It was to be a sacred war from which the people were to 
take no gain of spoil, in token that it was undertaken in the execution 
of a Divine vengeance and not for their own profit. 

failings] See note on p. 246. 

10 — ^28. Saul's disobedience and its penalty. 

11. It repenteth me] "God's repentance is the change of His dis- 
pensation." In the language of the O. T. God is said to repent when a 
change in the character and conduct of those with whom He is dealing 
leads to a corresponding change in His plans and purposes towards 
them. Thus {a) upon man's penitence God repents and withdraws a 
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is turned back from following me, and hath not performed 
my commandments. And it grieved Samuel ; and he cried 
unto the Lord all night And when Samuel rose early to n 
meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul 
came to Carmel, and behold, he set him up a place, and 
is gone about, and passed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 
And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said unto him, Blessed 13 

threatened punishment (Ex. xxxii. 14; 9 Sam. xxiv. 16): (3) upon man's 
fiuthlessness and disobedience He cancels a promise or revokes a blessing 
which He had given. The opposite is also true, "God is not a man 
that he should repent" (z^. ^9). His repentance is not to be understood 
as tiiough He who foreknows all things regretted His action, nor is it a 
agn of mutability. A change in the attitude of man to God necessarily 
involves a corresponding change in the attitude of God to man. 

it grieved Samuel] Thb rendering is probably right, though the word 
more commonly means "to be angry. Samuel was grieved at the 
failure of one from whom he had hoped for so much advantage to the 
nation. 

Ae cried unto the Lord all night] Interceding for Saul if perchance 
he might be forgiven. For Samuel's intercessions see ch. vii. 5, and 
compare Moses' pleading for Israel (Ex. xxxii. 11 — 13). Our Lord 
"continued all night in prayer to God" (Luke vi. n). 

18. to Carm^ Carmel ( = "park" or "garden ") was a city in the 
mountainous country of Judah, about seven miles S.S.E. of Hebron. 
Saul would naturally pass through it in returning from the war. The 
site is marked by the ruins of a large town bearing the name Kurtnid 
(Robinson, BibL Res, I. 4^5 ff). Here dwelt Nabal (ch. xxv), and in 
its neighbourhood much ofDavid's outlaw life was spent. 

he set him up a place\ He erected for lilmself a monnment, or 
trophy of his victory. The Vulg. has "fomicem triumphalem;" and 
according to Jerome it was an arch of myrtles, palms, and olives. The 
Heb. word, literally meaning "hand," is applied to Absalom's pillar, 
which was called "Absalom's place" or "monument" (3 Sam. xviii. 
i8). 

The Sept has some doubtful additions, which partly appear in the 
ordinary text of the Vulgate. ** And Samuel rose early and went to 
meet Israel in the morning. And it was told [Samuel] saying, [Saul] came 
to Carmel, and hath set him up a monument, and he turned his chariot 
and went down to Gilgal. [And Samuel came to Saul], and behold he 
was offering a burnt-offering to the Lord, the first-fruits of the spoil, 
which he brought from Amalek." The names Saul and Samuel have 
been confused in the text of B, and the clause "And Samuel came to 
Saul" must be transposed to make sense. 

to Gilgal] In the same place where Saul's kingdom had been con- 
firmed it was to be taken from him : and where the warning of the con- 
sequences of disobedience had been uttered (xiii. 13, 14), the sentence 
on disobedience was to be pronounced. 
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be thou of the Lord : I have performed the commandment 
14 of the Lord. And Samuel said. What meaneth then this 

bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the 
x5 oxen which I hear? And* Saul said, They have brought 

them from the Amalekites : for the people spared the best 

of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord 
t6 thy God ; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. Then 

Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what the 

Lord hath said to me this night And he said unto him, 
x7 Say on. And Samuel said. When thou wast little in thine 

own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 

18 Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel ? And 
the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said, Go and utterly 
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against them 

19 until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou not 
obey the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, 

ao and didst evil in the sight of the Lord ? And Saul said 



18. Blessed he thou of the Lord] Cp. Gen. xiv. 19, xxiv. 31 ; Ruth 
iii. 10 ; % Sam. ii. 5. Saul attempts to conciliate Samuel with a friendly 
greeting. His conscience can scarcely have been so hardened that he 
was insensible of his sin. 

15. And Saul said^ &c.] Saul tries (a) like Aaron at Sinai (Ex. xxxii. 
22), to shift the blame from himself on to others; (^) to palliate the 
offence by ailing a good motive. But "the king who heeded the voice 
of his army in such a matter shewed that he was not their leader, but 
their tool and their slave. The king who pretended to keep the booty 
for the purpose of offering sacrifice to the Lord his God, was evidently 
beginning to play the hypocrite; — to make the service of God an excuse 
for acts of selfishness, and so to introduce all that is vilest in king-craft 
as well as in priest-craft." Maurice, Prophets and Kings^ p. 26. 

16. Stay'\ Forbear ! cease these flimsy excuses 1 

17. IVhm thou wast little] Is it not the case tbat thoufrh tboa 
wast little In thine own eyes, thou hast tieen made head of the tilbes 
of Israel? There is a reference to Saul's own words of astonishment 
that he should be chosen as king (ix. 21). The prophet desires to 
remind him that as his elevation came solely from God, obedience was 
due to God. There is a curious tradition preserved in the Targum, 
that Saul's elevation was a reward for the courage of the tribe of 
Benjamin at the passage of the Red Sea, when they sought to pass 
over first. 

18. the sinners the Amalekites'] Sin was the ground of their doom. 
The special sin which singled them out for punishment was their oppo- 
sition to the will of Gk)d as regards the destiny of his people Israel. 
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unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, 
and have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have 
brought Agag the king of Amalek, and have utterly de- 
stroyed the Amalekites. But the people took of the spoil, «« 
sheep and oxen, the chief of the things which should have 
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God 
in Gilgal. And Samuel said, «« 

Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices. 

As in obeying the voice of the Lord ? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

And to hearken than the fat of rams. 

For rebellion ts as the sin of witchcraft, "3 

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, 

He hath also rejected thee from being king. 



20. Yeay I hcpve obeyed] Saul still persists in justifying his conduct. 
{a) He had fulfilled his mission and destroyed the Amalekites, and 
brought Agag with him in proof thereof, {b) The people had brought 
home the spoil for sacrifice, not for themselves. 

21. the chief of the things which should have been utterly destroyed] 
The chief of the devoted tldiigs (cherem). It might seem a praiseworthy 
act to reserve the spoil for sacrifice : but since it was "devoted,** it did 
not belong to the Israelites, and no offering could be made of it. 

22. With a burst of prophetic inspiration Samuel rends asunder Saul's 
tissue of excuses, and lays bare his sin. His words are the key-note of 
the long remonstrance of the prophets in subsequent ages against the 
too common error of supposing that external ceremonial can be of any 
value in the sight of God when separated from the true devotion of the 
worshipper's heart which it symbolizes. See Ps. xl. 6—8, 1. 8 ff., li. 16, 
17; Is. 1. II — 15; Jer. vi. 20; Hos. vi. 6; Amos v. 21 — 24; Micah vi. 
6--8; Mt. ix. 13, xii. 7. The rhythmical form of the original adds force 
and solemnity. 

23. rebelHon is as the sin of witchcrafts &c.] Opposition to the will 
of God is as bad as divination by the help of evil spirits, which is tanta- 
mount to apostasy from God : obstinate resistance to Him is no better 
than worshipping idols {vanity or emptiness) and images (terafhim: see 
note on xix. 13). Disobedience is in fact idolatry, because it elevates 
self-will into a god. 

There seems to be an allusion to Saul's zeal in abolishing the practice 
of witchcraft (xxviii. 3). Samuel charges him with being not less guilty 
than those whom he had been so eager to condemn. 
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24 — 31. The rejection of SauL 

34 And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned : for I have 

transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words : 
95 because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now 

therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with 
s6 me, that I may worship the Lord. And Samuel said unto 

Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected 

the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee 
37 from being king over Israel. And as Samuel turned about 

to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and 
28 it rent And Samuel said unto him, The Lord hath rent 

the kingdom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given 
39 it to a neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. And 

also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent : for he 
30 is not a man, that he should repent Then he said, I have 

sinned : yet honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders 

24^81. The rejection of Saul. 

24. I hceve sinned] Though a formal confession of his sin is extorted 
from Saul, he does not humble himself before God in genuine penitence. 
He still tries to shift the blame on to the people, and his chief anxiety 
is lest the breach between Samuel and himself should become a public 
scandal and weaken his authority {v, 30). Contrast David's heart-felt 
repentance {2 Sam. xii. 13; Ps. li. 4). 

27. the skirt of his mantle] Some kind of a lappet or flap hanging 
down behind, wmch could be easily torn or cut off, seems to be meant. 
Cp. xxiv. 4. As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized it to detain him, and 
it was torn off. The accident served Samuel as an emblem of the com- 
plete severance of the sovereignty from Saul. Compare Ahijah's sym- 
bolical action (i Kings xi. 30, 31). 

29. the Strength of Israel] This word, which occurs here only as a 
title of God, combines the ideas of stability ^ permanence^ constancy: the 
Strength or Confidence of Israel does not change as men do. 

wiUnot lie nor repent] The words closely resemble Num. xxiii. 19. 
There is a verbal contradiction between this utterance and v, 1 1, which 
is usually explained by saying that in v. 1 1 the historian uses language 
according to the manner of men {dvdpwTroTaBws)^ while here the prophet 
speaks as befits the nature of God {Oeoirpeirm), This is only a partial 
solution. It is precisely because God is unchangeable, that in His deal- 
ing with men He must seem to change His action as they change their 
conduct. This is one aspect of the great problem which runs through 
all religion, how human free-wiU can coexist with the Divine Sovereignty. 
Scripture is content to state both sides of the question, and leave con- 
science rather than reason to reconcile them. 
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of my people, and before Israel, and turn again with me, 
that I may worship the Lord thy God. So Samuel turned 3* 
again after Saul ; and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

32 — 35. The execution of Agag. Samuers departure. 

Then said Samuel, Bring you hither to me Agag the king 3* 
of the Amalekites. And Agag came unto him delicately. 
And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past. And 33 
Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women diildless, so 
shall thy mother be childless among women. And Samuel 
hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. Then 34 
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house 
to Gibeah of Saul. And Samuel came no more to see Saul 35 
until the day of his death : nevertheless Samuel mourned 
for Saul : and the Lord repented that he had made Saul 
king over Israel. 

Ch. XVI. I — 13. The choice of SauP s successor. 

And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou 16 
mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning 
over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send 

80. honour me tunv^ &c.] John v. 44 and xii. 43 point to the radical 
defect in Saul*s character. 

81. So Samuel turned agcu'n] Changing his purpose in order to 
maintain the honour of the reigning king, lor although Saul had for- 
feited his position as Jehovah's diosen representative, he must still rule 
the nation. 

82— -85. The execution op Agag. Samuel's departure. 

82. delicately] Rather, cheerfoUy: not fearing any harm from the 
aged prophet, as the king had spared his life. But the meaning of the 
word IS very douhtfiil. Tlie Sept. has "trembling;" the Vulg. a curious 
double rendering, "sleek and trembling" {pinguissimus et tremens). 

Surely the bitterness of death is past] This was what Agag said to 
himself, expecting to be spared. But the Sept. (from a different reading) 
gives: "Is death so bitter?" Vulg. "Does bitter death thus sever [me 
&om life]?" {Siccine separat amara mors?) representing Agag as afraid. 

88. As thy sword^ &c.] By the law of retaliation Agag's life was 
forfeit. Cp. Jud. i. 7. 

hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord\ A solemn execution of the 
Divine sentence which Said had neglected. The word rendered "hewed 
in pieces" is a different one from that used in xi. 7, and occurs nowhere 
else. It may perhaps mean no more than *' executed" (Sept. ^o-^o^e). 
The E. V. follows the Vulg. : "in frusta concidit," 

10— a 
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thee to Jesse the Beth-lehemite : for I have provided me 

• a king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go ? 

if Saul hear //, he will kill me. And the Lord said, Take 

a heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the 

3 Lord. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew 
thee what thou shalt do : and thou shalt anoint unto me 

4 Aim whom I name unto thee. And Samuel did ^hat which 
the Lord spake, and came ^ Beth-lehem. And the elders 
of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou 

5 peaceably ? And he said, Peaceably : I am come to sacri- 
fice unto the Lord : sanctify yourselves, and come with me 



Ch. XVI. 1 — 18. The choice of Saul's successor, 

1. yiesse the Beth-Uhemite\ Grandson of Ruth the Moabitess, and 
belonging to the tribe of Judah through the line of his male ancestors 
(Ruthiv. 18—22). 

2. Take an heifer with thee^ &c.] For David's safety no less than 
his own it was necessary that the purpose of Samuel's errand should not 
be known. "Concealment of a good purpose for a good purpose is 
clearly justifiable." It was perfectly legitimate for Samuel to conceal 
the primary intention and mention only the secondary object of his 
visit. 

It may be inferred from the command, that Samuel was in the habit 
of holding religious gatherings in different provincial towns from time 
to time. 

^ Beth-lehem\ Beth-lehem ( = ''house of bread") was the later 
name of the ancient town of Ephrath (Gen. xlviii. 7). It was situated 
about five miles south of Jerusalem, a short distance east of the road from 
Jerusalem to Hebron. As the scene of the firesh picture of domestic life 
contained in the book of Ruth it would possess no common interest, but 
as the "city of David" (Lk. ii. 4), and the birthplace of Him of Whom 
David was a type, it is, next to Jerusalem itself, the most sacred spot on 
earth. Here too, it should be remembered, " beside what he believed to 
be literally the cradle of the Christian faith... Jerome composed the 
famous translation of the Scriptures which is still the 'Biblia Vulgata' of 
the Latin Church." Stanley s Sin, and Pal.^ p. 442. 

^ the elders of the town, &c.] The aiders of the city (see note on 
viii. 4) came to meet him trembUncr. Perhaps Samuel's visits were 
often made with the view of rebuking sin and correcting abuses, and 
hence their alarm : or the breach between him and Saul may have made 
the elders afiraid of incurring the royal displeasure by welcoming him. 

6. sanctify yourselves"] By the usual ceremonial purifications, such 
as washing the body and clothes, the outward symbols of spiritual 
preparation. See Gen. xxxv. 2; £x. xix. 10 ff. The Sept. adds, "and 
rejoice with me this day." 
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to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and 
called them to the sacrifice. And it came to pass, when 6 
they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely 
the Lord's anointed is before him. But the Lord said 7 
unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the 
height of his stature ; because I have refused him : for the 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart 
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 8 
Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. 
Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, 9 
Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Again, Jesse made 10 
seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said 
unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. And Sa- n 
muel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children ? And he 
said. There remaineth yet the youngest, and behold, he 
keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and 
fetch him : for we will not sit down till he come hither. 

And he sanctified^ &c.] In the case of Jesse's family Samuel super- 
intended the necessary purification himself. This gave him the oppor- 
tunity of a private interview with them in Jesse's house, at which David's 
anointing took place. The sacrifice appears to have followed after- 
wards. 

6. andsaid'\ Said /^ ^/»w/^. thought. "Eliab by his height and 
his countenance seemed the natural counterpart of Saul, whose successor 
the Prophet came to select. But the day was gone when kings were 
chosen because they were head and shoulders taller than the rest." 
Stanley's Lett. ii. 40. 

Eliab is probably the same as " Elihu one of the brethren of David " 
whom David appointed "ruler of the tribe of Judah" (i Chr. xxvii. 
18). 

7. for {the Lord seeth] not as man seeth] The words in brackets 
are rightly supplied in the Sept. For the thought see i Chr. xxviii. 9; 
Lk. xvi. 75; Acts i. 14, &c. God first gave the people a king of stately 
stature and majestic appearance, such as they would have chosen for 
themselves (x. 24): now He will choose "a man after His own heart" 
on the true ground of his inner moral worth. 

9. Shammah] Also called Shimeah (1 Sam. xiii. 3), or Shimea 
(i Chr. XX. 7); Shimmy in i Chr. ii. 13 should be written Shimea, Two 
of his sons are mentioned : Jonadab, celebrated for sagacity {^ Sam. 
xiii 3) : Jonathan, for courage (a Sam. xxi. 21). 

10. Again^ Jesse made^ &c.] **So Jesse made seven of his sons," 
&c., including of course the three already mentioned by name. 

11. we will not sit down] We will not sit round the table for the 
sacrificial feast. 
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It And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, 
and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look 
to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for this is he. 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
midst of his brethren ; and the spirit of the Lord came ^ 
upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, * 
and went to Ramah. 

14 — 23. Davids introduction to the Court of SauL 

Z4 But the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an 
15 evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. And Saul's ser- 

12. ruddy\ The word denotes the red hair and fair skin which are 
regarded as a mark of beauty in southern countries, where the hair and 
complexion are generally dark. 

of a beautiful countenance^ &c.] Lit. ''beautiful-eyed and goodly in 
appearance. Compare the description of Joseph (Gen. xxxix. 6), and 
Moses (Ex. ii. 9 ; Acts vii. 30, where compare the Gk. oCorctbt r^y 8cj; 
with the Sept. here, dyaOht 6paa€i Kvpl<fi), 

18. m the midst of his brethren] Tins can only mean "in the presence 
of his brethren." As in the subsequent history they do not seem to have 
any idea of their brother's high destiny, the true significance of the act 
appears to have been conceal^ from them. Whether it was made clear 
even to Jesse and David himself may be doubted. They may have sup- 
posed that Samuel had selected David for a pupil in his prophetic school. 
See xix. 18 ff. 

the s^rit of the Lord came upon David] As upon Saul at the first 
(x. 6). For "came upon" see note on xi. 6. The special supernatural 
preparation for his office began from that hour. 

David] The name means "beloved" or "darling," and was pro- 
bably given to him as the youngest of the family. 

14—23. David's introduction to the Court of Saul, 

14. But the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul] Note the con- 
trast to V, 13. As David rose, Saul sank. 

CM etnl spirit from the Lord] The cause of Saul's mental disorder is 
described as "an evil spirit from Jehovah," or '* of Jehovah" (xix. 9); 
"an evil spirit of God (w, 15, 16, xviii. 10); "the spirit of evil" (». 
33); even "the spirit of God" (9. 33); because it was God's messenger 
of judgment. Cp. i Kings xxii. 19 — a 3. It is never called "the spirit 
of Jehovah," which always designates the spirit of holiness. Saul's 
apostasy was punished not merely by the withoravral of the grace which 
had been given as the endowment of his office, but by positive assaults 
from Uie powers of evil, akin to the demoniacal possession of the N. T. 
The result was a form of melancholy madness. The cause of the disease 
was (as we commonly speak) "supernatural," the cure employed 
"natural." The inference is that it is impossible to draw a sharp line of 
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vants said unto him, Behold now, an evil spirit from God 
troubleth thee. Let our lord now command thy servants z6 
which art before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning 
player on a harp : and it shall come to pass, when the evil 
spirit from God is upon thee, that he shall play with his 
hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul said unto his xj 
servants. Provide me now a man that can play well, and 
bring him to me. Then answered one of the servants, and zs 
said. Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Beth-lehemite, 
that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man^ and 
a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, 
and the Lord is with him. Wherefore Saul sent messen- 19 
gers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which 
is with the sheep. And Jesse took an ass Iddm with bread, 90 

distinction between the two spheres. They are in closer connexion than 
is commonly recognised. 

16. a cunning player] "Cunning," from A.-S. cunnan, to know, 
ken, is generally used in the £. V. in its original sense of knaiving^ 
skilful, without any idea of underhand dealing. 

thou shalt be well] The power of music to restore the harmony of a 
troubled mind is well known. Kitto {Bidle Illtistr,, p. 112) quotes 
among other instances the case of Philip V, of Spain in the last century. 
He was seized with a total dejection of spirits, which rendered him in- 
capable of attending to business. After all other methods had been 
tried unsuccessfully, the celebrated musician Farinelli was invited to 
perform at a concert in a room adjoining the King's apartment. The 
music attracted his attention ; by degrees the disease gave way, and the 
King was restored to his usual health. 

18. am of the servants] The word here used for "servants" literally 
means "young men" (Vulg. pueri), as it is rendered in xiv. i, and 
probably refers to military attendants: that used in vz>. 15, 16, 17 
literally means "slaves" (Vulg. senn), and includes the servants in 
general. 

a mighty valiant man, &c.] David had proved his courage while still 
tending his sheep. See xvii. 33 — 36. "A man of war" describes his 
capacitv and promise rather than actual warlike experience. 

prudent in matters] Rather, "skilled in word/^ eloquent. Possibly 
he had already composed psalms, but of those which have come down to 
us only Ps. viii. can be referred to this period, and even that is pro- 
bably somewhat later. Psalms xix., xxiu., and xxix., describing the 
phenomena of nature, doubtless contain recollections of his shepherd 
fife. 

the Lord is with him] See note on iii 19. 

20. And yesse took, &c.] Cp. x. 4, 27. The character of the 
presents ofifered to the King shews the simplicity of the manners of the 
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and a bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent tAem by David 

2x his son unto Saul. And David came to Saul, and stood 

before him : and he loved him greatly ; and he became his 

22 armourbearer. And Saul sent to Jesse, saying. Let David, 
I pray thee, stand before me ; for he hath found favour in 

23 my sight. And it came to pass, when the evi/ spirit from 
God was upon Saul, that David took a harp, and played 
with his hand : so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and 
the evil spirit departed from him. 

Ch. XVII. I — 3. The Philistine invasion, 

17 Now the Philistines gathered together their armies to 

battle, and were gathered together at Shochoh, which be- 

iangeth to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, 

a in Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of Israel were 

age. They were "the natural produce of the well known vines, and 
corn-fields, and pastures of Bethlehem." 

22. Let David... stand before me] Thus David entered upon the first 
stage of special education for his office. In Saul's court he was placed 
in a position which gave opportunity for the development of his powers, 
and for gaining the esteem and love of the people. 

28. And it came to pass, &c.] The verbs in this verse are frequenta- 
tive, expressing what happened repeatedly. 

On the apparent inconsistency between this account of David's intro- 
duction to Saul, and the narrative of the next chapter see Note VI. 
p. 241. 

Ch. XVII. 1 — 8. The Philistine invasion. 

1. ai Shochoh] The scene of David's memorable combat is fixed 
with great exactness. The Philistine army marched up the wide valley 
of £lah to their rendezvous at Bocholi, and pitched their camp in Ephes- 
dammim (cp. I Chr. xi. 13). The valley of Elah is almost certainly the 
present IVady-es-Sunt, which runs in a N. W. direction from the hills of 
Judah near Hebron past the probable site of Gath (see note on ch. v. 8) to 
the sea near Ashdod. "It took its name Elah of old from the Terebinth, 
of which the largest specimen we saw in Palestine still stands in the 
vicinity; just as it now takes its name es-Sunt from the acacias which 
are scattered in it." Robinson, BibL Res. 11. ai. Sochoh is the modem 
Shuweikehy about t6 miles S.W. of Jerusalem on the road to Gaza. 
Azekah is mentioned in Josh. x. 10 in connexion with the rout of the 
Philistines in the battle of Beth-horon, but the site is uncertain. ** Of 
the name Ephes-dammim we have perhaps a trace in the modem Beit 
Fased, or 'House of Bleeding,' near Sochoh." Conder's Tent IVork^ 
II. 160. The name, which signifies ''boundary of blood," was probably 
due to its being the scene of frequent skirmishes with the Philistines. 
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gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and 
set the battle in array against the Philistines. And the 3 
Philistines stood on a mountain on the one side, and Israel 
stood on a mountain on the other side : and there was a 
valley between them. 

4 — II. GoliatlCs Challenge, 

And there went out a champion out of the camp of 4 
the Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span. And he had a helmet of 5 

2. by the valley of EldK\ Rather, "In the valley of Elah." 
%, on a mountain^ &c.] Rather, upon the mountain... upon the 
mountain... and the ravine was between them. The E. V. obliterates 
the features of the scene. The ravine (Heb. gat) was the stream-bed at the 
bottom of the vailey (Heb. hnek). The Israelites encamped on the eastern, 
the Philistines on the western slopes of the valley. "In the middle of 
the broad open valley we found a deep trench with vertical sides, im- 
passable except at certain places— a valley in a valley, and a natural 
barrier between the two hosts.... Here then we may picture to ourselves 
the two hostSt covering the low rocky hills opposite to each other, and 
half hidden among the lentisk bushes; between them was the rich ex- 
panse of ripening barley and the red banks of the torrent with its white 
shingly bed; behind all were the distant blue hill- walls of Judah, whence 
Saul had just come down." Conder, Tent IVork, ii. 161. 

1—11. Goliath's Challenge. 

4. a champion] Lit. "The (well-known) man of the interspaces," 
or "interval between two camps" (Gr. tierai-xjuovi see Eur. Phoen, 136 1, 
in the account of the combat between Eteocles and Polynices), in which 
single combats took place: so E.V. rightly "champion." 

SoiiatA of Gath] A survivor probably of the ancient race of Anakim, 
a remnant of which found refuge in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod, when they 
weie exterminated by Joshua from the mountains of Judah (Josh. xi. 31, 
ai). 

six cuhits and a span] The cubit, or distance from the elbow to the 
extremity of the middle finger, is variously estimated at from eighteen to 
twenty-one inches : the span, or distance between the extremities of the 
thumb and little finger in the outstretched hand, b reckoned as half a 
cubit : so that Goliath's height was between nine feet nine inches and 
eleven feet four inches. The most probable estimate is about ten feet 
three inches. Among parallel instances of gigantic stature may be 
quoted Pusio and Secundilla, who lived in the reign of Augusttis, and 
are said by Pliny (Nat, Hist, vii. 16) to have been over ten feet high. 
Josephus says that a certain Eleazar the giant who was sent to the 
emperor Tiberius, was seven cubits high. 
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brass upon his head, and he was anned with a coat 
of mail ; and the weight of the coat was five thousand 

6 shekels of brass. And he had greaves of brass' upon his 

7 legs, and a target of brass between his shoulders. And the 
staff of his spear was Hke a weaver's beam ; and his spear's 
head weighed six hundred shekels ofxxovL : and one bearing 

8 a shield went before him. And he stood and cried unto 



6. a coat of tnail\ *'A corselet of scales,*' made of overlapping 
plates of metal, and protecting the body almost down to the knees. 
Armour of this kind is represented in the Assyrian sculptures. See 
Layard's Nineveh ii. 335. Cp. Virg. Aen, xi. 487, ** Tumus...thoraca 
indutus aenis Horrebat smtiamis" 

five thousand shekels] Estimated at about 157 pounds avoirdupois. 

6. greaves'] Armour for the l^s and feet : from Fr. grhfe^ * the 
shin.' " Greaves'' from the Assyrian monuments are figured in Layard's 
Nineveh 11. 337. The following passage from Philemon Holland's 
translation of Pliny's Nat, Hist, vii. 30, quoted in the Bible Word" 
Booky iUustrates both the matter and the language : 

"Myselfehaue seene one named Athanatus do wonderfull strange 
matters in the open shew and face of the world, namely to walke his 
stations vpon the stage with a cuirace of lead weighing 500 pound 
[=360 lbs. avoirdupois], booted besides with a pair of buskins ox greiues 
(co&iumi) about his legges that came to as mucn in weight." 

brass] The word translated brass means copper in such passages as 
Deut. viii 9, where a natural metal is spoken of. In some instances 
the compound metal Inronze (copper and tin) may be meant, but brass 
(copper and zinc) was unknown to the ancients. 

a target] Rather, a Javelin, which was slung across his shoulders, 
as the Greeks sometimes carried their swords (Hom. //. ii. 45). Roman 
soldiers were often similarly armed with both pUum (javelin) and hasta 
(spear). The E. V. follows the Sept. and Vulg. in rendering "target," 
i.e. a kind of smaU shield. The marginal rendering " gorget," ■=** a 
piece of armour for the throat," from Fr. gorge^ has notlung in its 
favour. 

7. the staff of his spear, &c.] The flhaft of Goliath's spear, short, 
but extraordinarily stout and heavy, is compared to the "beam" to 
which the web is fastened in a loom (cp. a Sam. xxL 19). The iron 
spear head weighed nearly nineteen pounds avoirdupois. 

one bearing a shield] A large shield to protect the whole body. 
Comp. Layard's Nineveh 11. 346, " The archers, whether on foot or m 
chariots, were accompanied by shield-bearers, whose office it was to pro- 
tect them from the shafts of the enemy. The king was always attended 
in his wars by this officer; and even in peace, one of his eunuchs usually 
carried a circular shield for his use. This sldeld-bearer was probably a 
person of high rank as in Egypt." Ajax protects Teucer with his 
shield while he is shooting (Hom. //. viii. 360 — 973). 
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the armies of Israel, and said unto them, Why are ye come 
out to set your battle in array? am not I a Philistine, and 
you servants to Saul ? choose you a man for you, and let 
him come down to me. If he be able to fight with me, 9 
and to kill me, then will we be your servants : but if I pre- 
vail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be our servants, 
and serve us. And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of 10 
Israel this day ; give me a man, that we may fight together. 
When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philis- n 
tine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid. 

1 2 — 3 1 . David's errand to the camp. 

Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth- la 
lehem-judah, whose name was Jesse; and he had eight 
sons : and the man went among vsMaafor an old man in the 

8. am not la PhUisHne\ Rather, the Fbillstlne ; the representative of 
the nation. The Targum puts a long speech into Goliath's mouth. " I am 
Goliath ^e Philistine of Gath, who sfew the two sons of Eli the priest, 
Hophni and Phinehas, and carried away captive the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and brought it into the house of Dagon my error [i.e. idol\ 
and it was there in the cities of the Philistines seven months. Moreover 
in all the wars of the Philistines I go forth at the head of the army, and 
we have been victorious in war, and have cast down the slain as the 
dust of the earth, and hitherto the Philistines have not honoured me, to 
msdce me captain of a thousand over them. But as for you children of 
Israel, what valiant deed has Saul the son of Kish of Gibeah wrought 
for you, that ye have made him king over you ? If he be a valiant man, 
let him come down and do battle with me ; but if he be a coward, 
choose you, &c." 

9. then will we be your servants] Compare the agreement between 
the Romans and Albfuis about the combat of the Horatii and Curiatii, 
''that the nation whose citizens conquered in the combat should rule the 
other in peace " (Livy I. 34). Paris challenged Menelaus to decide the 
Trojan war by single combat (Hom. //. ill. 86 ff.). 

12—81. David's errand to the camp. 

12 — 81. This section is not found in the Vatican MS. of the Sept. 
On the difficulties it presents, and the question of its genuineness see 
Note VI. p. 341. 

12. that Ephrathite] "That" signifies "who has been mentioned 
before," and is inserted to connect the narrative with ch. xvi. " Ephra- 
thite *'= " ofEphrath,** the old name of Bethlehem, which is here called 
in full Beth'lehem-judah, i.e. Bethlehem in Judah. 

the man went among men^ &c.] By the introduction of a slight emen- 
dation the sentence may be rendered : Now In tbe day? of Bavl the 
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13 days of Saul. And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and 
followed Saul to the battle : and the names of his three 
sons that went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, and 

14 next unto him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. And 
David was the youngest : and the three eldest followed 

15 Saul. But David went and returned from Saul to feed his 
x6 father's sheep at Beth-lehem. And the Philistine drew 

near morning and evening, and presented himself forty 
xj days. And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for 

thy brethren an ephah of this parched corriy and these ten 
x8 loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren ; and carry 

these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and 
19 look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge. Now 

Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley 
flo of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. And David rose up 

early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and 

man was old and well strldcen in yean. Jesse's age is mentioned to 
account for his absence from the army. 

16. David went and returned from Saul] From xvi. «i — 23 it 
might have been supposed that David was already permanently resident 
at SauPs court. This verse however states that he returned home when 
his services were not required at court, and at the time of the Philistine 
war was with his father at Bethlehem. We must assume either that 
xvi. a I describes by anticipation what happened eventually after the 
Philistine war : or that the appointment as armour-bearer was a nominal 
commission, and that, as he was young and inexperienced, his attend- 
ance in camp was not yet required. Joab had ten armour-bearers 
(2 Sam. xviii. 15), and Saul probably many more. 

16. And the Philistine^ ^c] This remark resumes the narrative of 
w, 4 — 1 1, with the additional information that Goliath's defiance was 
repeated for a considerable time, and so prepares the way for what 
follows. 

17. parched comi Still a common article of food in Palestine. ''In 
the season of harvest the grains of wheat, not yet dry and hard, are 
roasted in a pan or an iron plate, and constitute a very palatable article of 
food \ this is eaten along with bread or instead of it." Robinson, Bibl. 
Res, II. 50. Cp. Ruth li. 14: i Sam. xxv. 18; 1 Sam. xvii. a8. 

run] Rather, carry them quickly. 

18. look how thy brethren fare] Visit thy brethren and enquire after 
their welfare. Cp. Gen. xxxvii. 14. 

take their pledge] Bring home some token from them that they are 
well : the equivalent of a letter. 

19. Now Saul, &c.] Probably, "Now Saul and they.. .are," &c., 
i.e. it is Jesse's direction to David where to find his brothers, not a re- 
mark of the historian. 
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took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him ; and he 
came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, 
and shouted for the battle. For Israel and the Philistines ai 
had put the battle in array, army against army. And David aa 
left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, 
and ran into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. 
And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the aa 
champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of 
the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the 
same words : and David heard them. And all the men of 34 
Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were 
sore afraid. And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen as 
this man that is come up ? surely to defy Israel is he come 
up : and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king 
will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his 
daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. And 36 
David spake to the men that stood by him, saying. What 
shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and 
taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this 
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of 
the living God ? And the people answered him after this 27 
manner, saying. So shall it be done to the man that killeth 
him. And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake as 
unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against 

20. the trenchi The word may mean either, {a) the circular rampart 
round the camp ; or {b) a barrier formed by the baggage waggons round 
the camp; or (r) the place where the baggage waggons of the army were 
kept, it occurs again in xxvi. 5, 7. 

shouted for the dattU] Raised the ' slogan ' or war-cry, like Gideon's 
"For the Lord and for Gideon " (Jud. vii. 18). Cp. Josh. vi. 5 ff, 

21. For Israel. hadput^ And Israel put, &c. 

22. his carriage the keeper of the carriage^ "Carriage" in the 

E. V. alwa3rs signifies "that which is carried, "baggage. See Jud. 
xviii. ai ; Is. x. 18 ; Acts xxi. 15. The Heb. word is the same as that 
translated "stuff" in x. 13. 

26. will give him his daughter\ Compare Caleb's offer, Josh. xv. 16. 
Saul procrastinated about fulfilling the promise, and imposed further 
conditions (xviii. 17 ff.). 

make his father^ s house free] Probably exemption from taxes and per- 
sonal services to the king is meant. Cp. viii. 1 1 ff. 

26. the living God] Jehovah as the one " living and true God " is 
contrasted with the idols of the heathen "which have no breath in their 
mouths." Cp. Deut. v. 46, and esp. a Kings xix. 4. 



IS8 I. SAMUEL, XVII. [w. 29—35. 

David, and he said, Why earnest thou down hither ? and 
with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness ? 
I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart ; for 
thou art come down that ^Aou mightest see the battle. 

29 And David said, What have I now done ? Is there not a 

30 cause ? And he turned from him towards another, and 
spake after the same manner: and the people answered 

31 him again after the former manner. And when the words 
were heard which David spake, they rehearsed thtm before 
Saul : and he sent for him. 

32 — 40. David volunteers to fighi Goliath, 

3a And David said to Saul, Let no man's heart fail because 
of him ; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine. 

33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, 

34 and he a man of war from his youth. And David said unto 
Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a 

35 lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: and I went 

28. the wildemessl TheHeb. word for "wilderness** does not neces- 
sarily mean a barren district ; but a wide open tract used for pasture, as 
distinguished from arable land. Cp. Ps. Ixv. i^; Joel i. 19, 20, ii. 11, 

naughtinessl i. e. wickedness. David's advancement seems to have 
roused Eliab's jealousy. He imputes the worst motives to him and 
taunts him with (i) n^lect of duty; (3) arrogance and discontent with 
his humble occupation; (3) unseenUy eagerness for the sight of blood- 
shed. Eliab was unable to enter into the nature of David's lofty indig- 
nation. Compare the hatred of Joseph's brethren (Gen. xxxvii. 4). 

29. Is there not a caused A sufficient cause for his coming, namely, 
his father's command. But probably the words mean, *' Is it not a 
[mere] word?" i.e. ** May I not ask a harmless question?'* 

82 — 40. David volunteers to fight Goliath. 

82. And David said unto Saul\ According to the Sept. text this 
stands in close and appropriate connexion with v, 11: in the Heb. text 
David*s offer certainly follows very abruptly on his introduction to Saul. 

83. thou art but a youth] Compared with the giant David was but 
a youth, though he had already shown sufficient promise to be called "a 
man of war" by Saul's servant (xvi. 18). 

84. and there came a lion^ &c.] And wben a lion came or even 

a1>ear (or, and tliat too with a bear) I went oat after liim, &c. 

" In those early days, when the forests of Southern Palestine had not 
been cleared, it was the habit of the wild animals whidi usually fre- 
quented the heights of Lebanon or the thickets of the Jordan, to make 
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out after him, and smote him, and delivered // out of his 
mouth : and when he arose against me, I caught him by his 
beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew 36 
both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philis- 
tine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the 
armies of the living God. David said moreover, The Lord 37 
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the Lord 
be with thee. And Saul armed David with his armour, and 38 
he put a helmet of brass upon his head ; also he armed him 
with a coat of maiL And David girded his sword upon his 39 
armour, and he assayed to go ; for he had not proved it 
And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I 



incursions into the pastures of Judaea. From the Lebanon at times 
descended the bears. From the Jordan ascended the lion, at that time 
infesting the whole of Western Asia." Stanley, Lett. ii. 43. The 
S3rrian bear is said to be especially ferocious, and appears to have been 
more dreaded than the lion. See Amos v. 19. Lions are not now found 
in Palestine, but the traveller Thevenot says that the Arabs are not 
afraid of them, and will attack and kill them, with no better arms than 
a stick. Cp. Am. iii. 13. 

35. by his beard\ Cp. the Homeric epithet of the lion, "well- 
bearded;" (Ml ^uV^fctos : //. XV. 275); and the Latin proverb **to 
pluck the beard of a dead lion " (barbam vellere mortuo leoni). 

86. seeing he hath defied^ &c.] * * The trusting heart of God*s servant 
could see no ground for fearing one who came forth to defy Jehovah." 
Wilberforce's Heroes^ p. 242. 

The Sept. reads : "Shall I not go and smite him, and take away the 
reproach from Israel this day ? for who is this uncircumcised, who hath 
reproached the army of the living God ?" 

37. thepcew\ Lit. ** the hand," i.e. the power : the very same word 
as he uses in reference to the Philistine. 

the Lord be with thee] Jehovali shall be with thee : an assurance, 
not a prayer. 

38. armed David with his armour] Glothed David with his dress : 
probably a special military dress adapted to be worn with armour. The 
sword was fastened to it {v, 39). Cp. xviii. 4 (E. V. garments), 

a coat of mail] A corselet. The fact that he could wear SauPs 
armour at all shews that he must have been full grown, perhaps about 
twenty years old. 

89. assayed] i.e. endeavoured. The word is derived from Old Fr. 
asaier, "tb try, put to the proof," and this from Lat. exigere, "to 
weigh." 



)) 
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40 have not proved them. And David put them off him. . And 
he took his stall in his hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd's bag 
which he had, even in a scrip ; and his sling was in his 
hand : and he drew near to the Philistine. 

41 — 54. The victory of faith, Thefl^ht of the Philistines, 

41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David ; 
4a and the man that bare the shield went before him. And when 

the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him : 
for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed 

44 David by his gods. And the Philistine said to David, 



for he had not proved it] He made the effort in ignorance, because 
he had never tried a suit of armour, and did not know what an encum- 
brance it would be to one unaccustomed to the use of it. 

David put them off" him] '*£xpeditissimus ille ad proelium procedere 
cupiebat; fortis non in se sed in Domino; armatus non tam ferro quam 
fide " "He desired to go forth to the battle in the lightest possible 
armour: strong in the Lord not in himself: armed not with steel but 
with faith." Augustine, Serm. xxxii. Grod would show, as in the 
case of Gideon (Jud. vii. 1), that the victory was His alone. Compare 
Maurice, Prophets and Kings, p. 46. 

40. JfiTfe smooth stones out of the brook] "The sides and bed of this 
trench [see above on v. 3] are strewn with rounded and water-worn 
pebbles, which would have been well fitted for David's sling.*' Conder, 
II. 161. 

scrip] A small bag, especially a traveller's wallet. Cp. Mt x. 10; 
and Milton, Comus, 1. 6)6, 

"And in requital ope his leathern scrip,^* 

his sling] " The sling has been in all ages the favourite weapon of 
the shepherds of Syria. The Benjamites were especially expert in their 
use of It : even the left-handed could sling stones at an hair and not 
miss (Jud. XX. 16)." 



41 — 64. The victory of faith. The flight of the Philis- 
tines. 

41. This verse is not found in the Sept. (B)« 

42. he disdained him] See Prov. xvi. 18. 

48. Am I a dog] The Sept. (B) reads: "Am I a d(^ that thou 
comest to me with a staff and stones? And David said. Nay but worse 
than a dog." 



VV.45— 49] I- SAMUEL, XVII. i6i 

Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the beasts of the field. Then said David to the 4S 
Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield : but I come to thee in the name of 
the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
thou hast defied. This day will the Lord deliver thee into 46 
mine hand ; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from 
thee ; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philis- 
tines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild 
beasts of the earth ; that all the earth may know that there 
is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that 47 
the Lord saveth not with sword and spear : for the battle 
is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands. And it 48 
came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew 
nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the 
army to meet the Philistine And David put his hand in 49 
his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang //, and smote 
the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his 



44. / will give thy fleshy &c.] Compare Hector's defiance of Ajax 
in Horn. //. xiii. 831 : 

"Thy flesh 
Shall glut the dogs and carrion birds of Troy." 

46. a shield] A Javdlln, as in z/. 6. Clearly an offensive weapon is 
meant. 

in the name of the Lord of hosts'] Resting absolutely upon Him 
Who has revealed Himself as the Covenant-God of Israel, and the 
Almighty Ruler of heaven and earth, Whom thou defiest when thou 
defiest the armies of His people. See Note I. p. 235. 

46. deliver thee into mine hand] Lit. "shut thee up." Cp. Ps. 
xxxi. 8. "David did not rashly and vainly boast beforehand of the 
victory, as Goliath had done ; but being full of faith praised the divine 
omnipotence and prophesied of an assured victory." Patrick. 

that there is a God in Israel] Tliat Israel liath a Ood who is worthy 
of the name. For the thought cp. xii. 22; i Elings xviii. 36; 2 Kings 
xix. 19. 

47. the Lord saveth not with sword and spear ^ &c.] A lesson which 
is needed at all times, when men are tempted to fall down and worship 
brute force. It is a leading thought in Hannah's song (ii. i — 10) ; cp. 
also xiv. 6; Ps. xliv. 6, 7; Hos. i. 7; Zech. iv. 6; i Cor. i. 27, 28. 

48. ran toward the army] The battle array of the Philistines. He 
showed his courage by not waiting for Goliath to approach. The Sept. 
however has simply: "And the Philistine arose and went to meet 
David." 

I. SAMUEL H 
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50 forehead ; and he fell upon his face to the earth. So David 
prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, 
and smote the Philistine, and slew him ; but there was no 

51 sword in the hand of David Therefore David ran, and 
stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew 
it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his 
head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their cham- 

52 pion was dead, they fled. And the men of Israel and of 
Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, 
until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. 
And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to 

53 Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. And the 
children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, 

54 and they spoiled their tents. And David took the head of 
the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalem ; but he put his 
armour in his tent. 

60. This verse is not found in the Sept. (6). 

61. their champion\ Their mlfi^hty man : a different word from that 
in w, 4 and 23. 

62. until thou come to the vcUley\ Heb. gaiy "the ravine," as in v, 
3. But the ravine which separated the armies could not be the terminus 
of the Philistine flight, and it seems most probable that gai is a copyist's 
error for Gath^ which is the reading of the Sept. (B). Shaaraim is 
mentioned in Josh. xv. 35, 36 in connexion with Sochoh and Azekah 
among the towns of Judah. It is perhaps to be placed at Tell-Zakariya, 
a conspicuous hill on the southern side of the main valley, between 
Shuweikeh (Sochoh) and Tell-es-Sdfi (Gath), exactly in the line which 
the Philistine flight would naturally take. It must originally have been 
an important outpost for Judah against Gath, but was now no doubt in 
the hands of the rhilistines. 

64. to Jerusalem] There are no indications that Jerusalem had yet 
attained any importance either as a political or religious centre. The 
citadel still remained in the hands of the Jebusites, though the lower 
city had been captured Qosh. xv. 63). It seems best therefore to sup- 
pose that David deposited the head as a votive offering in the Taber- 
nacle at Nob which was close to Jerusalem. We know that he after- 
wards placed Goliath's sword there, and possibly the rest of his armour 
along with it. This is preferable to the conjecture that the historian 
here relates by anticipation what David did eventually when he occupied 
Jerusalem. 

in his tent] ^ So long as the army remained in the field he kept it as 
a trophy of his victory. 

We might naturally expect that David would celebrate his victory by 
a Psalm of thanksgiving. No extant Psalm however can with certainty 
be referred to this occasion. The Sept. adds "against Goliath" to the 
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5 5 — 5 8. SaiiT s inquiry concerning David's parentage. 

And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, ss 
he said unto Abner, the captain of the host, Abner, whose 
son is this youth ? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O 
king, I cannot tell. And the king said. Inquire thou whose 56 
son the stripling is. And as David returned from the 57 
slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought 
him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 
And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou young 58 
man ? And David answered, / am the son of thy servant 
Jesse the Beth-lehemite. 

Ch. XVIII. I — 5. JonathofCs friendship for David. 

And it came to pass, when he made an end of speaking 18 
unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul 
of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul And a 

title of Ps. cxliv (Sept. cxliii), but without any sufficient probability; and 
the Psalm appended to the Psalter in the Sept., which professes to belong 
to this period, is certainly not authentic. A translation of it may be 
found in Smith's DicU of the BibU^ I, 403. 

55—58. Saul's inquiry concerning David's parentage. 

66. he said unto Abner\ This section is not found in the Septuagint 
(B). On the difficulty of reconciling it with ch. xvi. see Note VI. 
p. 241. 

66. the stripling^ This word is the diminutive oi strips and like slip^ 
scion, &c. means ayouth, as it were a strip from the parent stem. The 
Heb. word, which is found again only in xx. ai, sigmfies "a full grown 
youth." 

Ch. XVIII. 1— 4J. Jonathan's friendship for David. 

1 — 6. This section also is not found in the Septuagint (B). 

1. the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David} The same 
expressive phrase is used of Jacob's love for Benjamin in Gen. xliv. 30, 
which might be rendered '* seeing his soul is knit up with the lad's soul." 

loved him as his own soul] Cp. xx. 17; Deut. xiii. 6; a Sam. i. 26. 
Thus commenced that attachment *' which is the first Biblical instance 
of a romantic friendship, such as was common afterwards in Greece, and 
has been since in Christendom; and is remarkable, both as giving its 
sanction to these, and as filled with a pathos of its own, which has 
been imitated but never surpassed, in modem works of fiction. Each 
found in each the affection that he found not in his own family." Dean 
Stanley in Diet, ofBible^ 1. 1 lai. Theseus and Peirithous; Achilles and 
Patroclus; Orestes and Pylades; Damon and Pythias; Epaminondas 
and Pelopidas; are the most familiar instances in classical literature. 

ii — 2 
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Saul took him that day, and would let him go no more 

3 home to his father's house. Then Jonathan and David 
made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. 

4 And Jonathan stript himself of the robe that was upon him, 
arid gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, 

s and to his bow, and to his girdle. And David went out 
whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely : 
and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted 
in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's 
servants. 

6 — 9. The celebration of Davids victory, 

6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was 
returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the 
women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, 

4b Jonathan stript himself^ &c.] Jonathan gave David (i) his mtU 
or long outer robe for ordinary wear (see on ii. 19) : (2) his military 
dress (xvii. 38) and girdle : (3) even his sword, and the famous bow 
which was his special weapon (2 Sam. i. 22). The act was at once a 
ratification of their compact and a public mark of honour. See Gen. 
xli. 42; Esther vi. 8. We may compare the exchange of armour be- 
tween Glaucus and Diomede when they met before Troy, as a pledge of 
old family friendship (Hom. 77. vi. 2 30). 

5. David went out^ &c.] David was appointed to some post of 
command, and "went out** upon military expeditions. In these " he be- 
haved himself wisely** — the word combines the ideas oi prudence and 
consequent success: and in spite of this sudden promotion, which might 
naturally have excited the jealousy of the courtiers, won their good-will. 
This verse anticipates, and describes summarily facts which are men- 
tioned again in w, 13 — 16 in their proper place. 

6 — 9. The celebration of David's victory. 

6. And it came to pass^ &c.] The narrative has made a digression 
to relate the circumstances of David's permanent reception into Saul's 
service, the commencement of the friendship between him and Jonathan, 
and his ultimate promotion and success. It now goes back to relate the 
welcome which David received when the army returned in triumph from 
the successful completion of the Philistine war. Ch. xviii. 6 is to be 
read (as it actually stands in the Sept.) in connexion with xvii. 54, 
though some time may have elapsed, during which the army was 
occupied in following up its first success. The Sept. reads v, o thus; 
**And the dancing women came out of all the cities of Israel to meet 
Daxnd, with tabrets and rejoicing and cymbals.*' 

the women came out, &c.] To escort the victors home with singing and 
dancing. Dancing was the usual exf>ression of rejoicing upon occasions 
of national trium^ Uke the present; cp. £v xv. 20, 21; Jud. xi. 34; 
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to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instru- 
ments of musick. And the women answered one another as 7 
they played, and said, 

Saul hath slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands. 
And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him ; 8 
and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, 
and to me they have ascribed but thousands : and what can 
he have more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David 9 
from that day and forward. 

10, II. SauPs attempt to murder David. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit 10 

and at religions festivals (Ps. IxviiL 45, cxlix. 3). These dances were 
as a rule confined to women — David's dancing in a Sam. vi. 14 was 
exceptional — and probably resembled the modem Oriental dance* in 
which the evolutions are extemporaneous, and not confined to any fixed 
rule, but varied at the pleasure of the leading dancer, who is imitated 
by the rest of the company. 

with tabrets^ &c.] The dance was accompanied (i) by the 'Uabret*' 
or ''timbrel" (Ex. xv. 10; Jud. xi. 34): i.e. the hand-drum, an instru- 
ment still used by the Arabs, and described as "a hoop (sometimes with 
pieces of brass fixed in it to make a jingling) over which a piece of 
parchment is distended. It is beaten wi& the fingers:'* — (2) ''with 
joy:" i.e. jubilant shouts and songs: (3) "with instruments of music;" 
either "triangles," or "three-stringed instruments." 

7. answered one another"] The women who "played" — ^i.e. danced 
and gesticulated — sang in antiphonal chorus (Ex. xv. ai) the refrain of 
a popular song, which evidently became widely current, as it was well 
known even among the Philistines (xxi. 1 1, xxix. 5). 

David his ten thousands'] For the Philistine champion was a host in 
himself. Comp. the people's words to David: "thou art worth ten 
thousand of us (3 Sam. xviii. 3). 

9. Satd eyed David] With a suspicious jealousy which soon ripened 
into a deadly hatred. There is no need to suppose that David's anoint- 
ing by Samuel had been reported to him. "The prophet had distinctly 
told him in the day of his sin, that the Lord had rent the kingdom 
from him, and had given it to a neighbour that was better than he. 
And in David he could read the marks of such a man." Wilberforce's 
Heroes of Heb, Hist. p. 245, 

10, 11. Saul's attempt to murder David. 

10, 11. The last sentence of v. 8 and vv» io» 1 1 are not found in the 
Sept. (6). The narrative certainly gains by their omission, and describes 
the gradual growth of Saul's enmity more natiirally. At the same time 
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from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst 
of the house : and David played with his hand, as at other 
XX times : and there was a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul 
cast the javelin ; for he said, I will smite David even to the 
wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 

1 2 — 1 6. David's advancement. 

xa And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with 
13 him, and was departed from SauL Therefore Saul removed 



there is no impossibility in supposing that the fit of passion to which 
Saul gave way on the ds^ of the triumph brought on a return of his 
madness, in the frenzy ol which he threatened David's life: and yet 
that he afterwards retained him in his service and promoted him, yield- 
ing partly to the better impulses of his sane moments, partly to the force 
of popular opinion. 

10. he prophesied^ The word "prophesy" describes an ecstatic con- 
dition due to supernatural influence good or evil: the result in the one 
case being prophetic inspiration or religious enthusiasm: in the other 
raving madness. See on x. 5. 

and there was a javelin in SauTs hand] Render, And the spear was 
in Saul's band. The spear served as a sceptre, and was the symbol of 
royalty. The Kin^ held it in his hand when he sat in council (xxii. 6) 
or in his house (xix. 9) ; it was kept by his side when he sat at table 
(xx. 33); stuck in the ground by his pillow as he slept in camp (xxvi. 7). 
Compare the modem Arab practice. "We recognised the Sheikh's 
tent, among a group of twenty others of which the encampment con- 
sisted, by die tall'spear planted against it.*' Tristram, Land 0/ Israel, 

p. «59- 

11. Saul cast the Javelin ; /or he said] Probably; Saul lifted (or 

torandlshed) the spear, and said. It does not seem to be meant that 
he actually cast it, as he did upon the later occasion (xix. 10). The 
threatening gesture was twice repeated, and David prudently withdrew 
on both occasions. 

avoided] "Withdrew," "escaped." The word is connected with 
the adj. void, and Norm. Fr. voider, to empty, from Lat. viduare. It is 
generally transitive: comp. *'six of us only stayed and the rest avoided 
the room" (Bacon): but the intransitive usage is supported, e.g., by 
Shakespeare, Tempest, iv. i. 

"Well done, avoid, no more." 

12—16. David's advancement. 

I a. In the Sept. (B) this verse follows immediately after the clause 
of z'. 8, "to me they have ascribed but thousands," and reads simply, 
" and Saul was afraid of David." 
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him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; 
and he went out and came in before the people. And >4 
David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the 
Lord was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he xs 
behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. But all 16 
Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and 
came in before them. 

17 — 19. SauPs treacherous offer of his daughter Merab 

to David. 

And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter Merab, 17 
her will I give thee to wife : only be thou valiant for me, 
and fight the Lord's battles. For Saul said, Let not mine 
hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be 
upon him. And David said unto Saul, Who am 17 and xs 
what is my life, or my father's family in Israel, that I should 

18. nuide him his captain over a thousand] What was summarily 
mentioned by anticipation in v. 5 is here related with more detail in the 
order of time. 

16. was afraid of him] Stood in awe of lilin, a stronger expression 
than that in v. la, denoting primarily tAe avoidance of the person feared. 
(Cp; Sept. cvXajSecro avh vpoaunrov avTW») 

16. oecause he went out and came in before them] Acted as their 
leader in war. Saul made David captain over a thousand partly to get 
rid of him from his presence, partly perhaps in the hope that he might 
lose his life in battle (tn/. 17, 25) : but the result was that he became 
firmly established in the affections of the people. Cp. v. 5. 

17—19. Saul's treacherous offer of his daughter Merab 

TO David, 

17 — 19 This section and the clause of v. ai which refers to it are 
omitted in the Sept. (B). See Note VI. p. 241. 

17. Merad]=s Increase, Saul offered her to David in fulfilment of his 
promise (xviL 35). In return for this honour Saul expects him to fight 
his battles, treacherously hoping that he may faU by the hand of the 
Philistines. 

/A^ Lord's battles] Israel's wars were "the wars of Jehovah, "because 
they were undertaken for the defence and establishment of His Kingdom, 
and His aid might be claimed in wa^ng them. Cp. ch. xxv. a8 ; Num. 
xxi. 14 David expresses the same idea in xvii. 36, 47. 

Saul said] i.e. thought, as above in v. 11, xvi. 6, &c. To such 
cowardly and treacherous hypocrisy has jealousy reduced the once brave 
and generous soldier ! 

18. what is my life\ Probably, wlio are my fiflk, eveu my fatlMr'g 
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x9be son in law to the king? But it came to pass at the 
time when Merab Saul's daughter should have been given 
to David, that she was given unto Adriel the Meholathite to 
wife. 

20 — 30. David* s marriage with Michal. 

90 And Michal SauPs daughter loved David : and they 

9z told Saul, and the thing pleased him. And Saul said, I 
will give him her, that she may be a snare to him, and that 
the hand of the PhiHstines may be against him. Wherefore 
Saul said to David, Thou shalt this day be my son in law 

aa in the one of the twain. And Saul commanded his servants, 
sayingy Commune with David secretly, and say. Behold, the 
king hath delight in thee, and all his servants love thee : 

•3 now therefore be the king's son in law. And SauPs ser- 
vants spake those words in the ears of David. And David 
said, Seemeth it to you a light thing to be a king's son in 
law, seeing that 1 am ^. poor man, and lightly esteemed ? 

family 7 David acknowledges himself unworthy of the proposed honour 
on the score of social position. 

19. the MekokuMU'] Of Abel-Meholah^ a town in the Jordan valley 
near Beth-shan. It was the birth-place of Elisha (i Kings xix. 16). 
Why Saul changed his purpose does not appear. It has been inferred 
from V, 35 that Adriel had given a rich dowry. 

20 — SO. David's marriage with Michal. 

SO. Michal SauTs daughter loved David ] According to the text of 
the Sept. this follows immediately upon c. 16. By his bravery David 
won the affections of the people, and even of the king's daughter. 

21. a snare] Michal was to be the Mi to lure David into some 
venturesome raid upon the Philistines in which he might lose his life 

Wherefore Saul, &c.] Probably, And Saul said to David a second 
time, Now slialt thou be my eon-in-Iaw. The Sept. (B) omits the 
clause, but adds, '*Now the hand of the Philistines was against Saul." 

22. Commune] i.e. "converse." The word is derived from Lat. 
communicare, through the old Fr. communier. It would seem that 
David mistrusted Saul and returned no answer, so Saul set his courtiers 
to work to persuade him. 

28. a poor man] And therefore unable to offer the "dowry," or 
price such as it was usual for the suitor to pay to the father of the bride, 
either in money (Gen. xxxiv. 12) or in service (Gen. xxix. 20). The 
same custom prevailed among the ancient Greeks (Hom. U. xvi. 178; 
Od, VIII. 318), Babylonians, and Assyrians, and still survives in the 
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And the servants of Saul told him, saying, On this manner ,4 
spske David. And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, i; 
The king desireth not any dowry, but an hundred foreskins 
of the Philistines, to be avenged of the king's enemies. 
But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the 
Philistines. And when his servants told David these words, a& 
it pleased David well to be the king's son in law : and the 
days were not expired, Wherefore David arose and went, ij 
he and his men, and slew of the FhOistines two hundred 
men ; and David brought theii foreskins, and they gave 
them in full tale to the king, that he might be the king's 
son in law. And Saul gave him Michal his dai^hter to 
wife. And Saul saw and knew that the Lord was with la 
David, and ihat Michal Saul's daughter loved him. And .9 
Saul was yet the more afraid of David ; and Saul became 
David's enemy continually. Then the princes of the Phitis- 30 
tines went forth : and it came to pass, after they went forth, 
fkai David behaved himself more wisely than all the ser- 
vants of Saul ; so that his name was much set by. 

East. Tacitus notices it as a peculiarity of the Gennans, thai "it is not 
ibe wife who oETeis a dowiy to her husband, but the husband to his 
wife" {Germ. c. 18). 

3fl. lie dayt vien net txfiireJ'] Apparently referring to some time 
which had been fixed fat David to accept or decline the king's offer. 
The Sept, (B) omits the words. 

37. ftM hundred nun] He slew double the stipulated number of 
Philistines. The Sept. however reads "one hundred." Cp. 1 Sam. 
ill. 14. 

in fid! talt\ "Tale =aa number told ot counted off, a reckoning. 



Milton, L'^AIUgrv, I. 67. 
38. thaf Michal SauFs daughter laved him\ The leadine of the 

Sept. certainly suits the context bette 

BO. Then Iht princis, Sc.a.\ "An 
pass at often aa Ihey went foitb, &c.' 
success and growing populariy give 
enmity, and prepares the way for the 

III byl i.e. esteemed. Cp. Ps. xv. 
not by himself." 
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Ch. XIX. I — 7. JonatharCs intercession with his father an 

David's behalf, 

19 And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his ser- 

ffvants, that they should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's 

son delighted much in David : and Jonathan told David, 

saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee : now therefore, I 

pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and 

3 abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: and I will go 
out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art^ 
and I will commune with my father of thee ; and what I 

4 see, that I will tell thee. And Jonathan spake good of 
David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the 
king sin against his servant, against David; because he 
hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have 

5 been to thee-ward very good : for he did put his life in his 
hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a 
great salvation for all Israel : thou sawest /'/, and didst 
rejoice : wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, 

6 to slay David without a cause ? And Saul hearkened unto 



Ch. XIX. 1 — 7. Jonathan's intercession with his father on 

David's behalf. 

1. Saul spake, &c.] Perhaps in some outburst of passion like 
Henry the Second's against Thomas It Becket. No definite command 
seems to have been given. 

a. until the moming\ Rather, In tbe xnomiB^:. 

8. in the field where thou art] Jonathan may have wished David to 
hear and judge for himself of Saul's intention; or to be close at hand so 
that he might at once inform him of the result of his appeal. 

1. spake good of David\ Had Jonathan simply advised David to 
flee, without endeavouring to bring Saul to a better mind, he would 
have acted to the prejudice of his father's interests, by depriving him of 
the best support of his kingdom. 

to thee-ward] "Ward" is used as a termination denoting (a) direction 
(Ex. xxxvii. 9), (b) as here, relation. 

5. put his life in his hand] i.e. voluntarily exposed himself to peril 
of death. The figure seems to be that of taking a treasure out of a safe 
place, and carrying it about with the risk of losing it Cp. ch. xxviii. 
II ; Jud. xii. 3; Ps. cxix. 109. 

wrought a great salvation] See xi. 9 (note), 1 3. 

sin against innocent blood] Incur bloodguiltiness by the murder of 
an innocent man. Cp. Deut. xix. 10 — 13; Ps. xciv. ii. 
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the voice of Jonathan : and Saul sware, As the Lord liveth, 
he shall not be slain. And Jonathan called David, and 7 
Jonathan shewed him all those things. And Jonathan 
brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in 
times past. 

8 — II. SauVs attempt on David* s life. 

And there was war again : and David went out, and 8 
fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a great 
slaughter ; and they fled from him. And the evil spirit from 9 
the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his 
javelin in his hand : and David played with his hand. And xo 
Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the jave- 
lin ; but he slipt away out of Saul's presence, and he smote 
the javelin into the wall : and David fled, and escaped that 
night. Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to « 
watch him, and to slay him in the morning : and Michal 
David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to 
night, to morrow thou shcUt be slain. 

6. Saulsware\ Sincerely no doubt for the time, but with no real 
repentance for his murderous design. 

8 — ^11. Saul's attempt on David's life. 

8. David went out, &c.] This preliminary mention of David's fresh 
successes implies that Saul's attack of madness was due to jealousy 
excited by them. 

9. the evil spirit] See on xvi. 14. 

as he sat, &c.] Now be was Bitttng in bis house with his spear in 
his hand, and David was playing with his hand. These words are a 
parenthesis picturing the circumstances under which Saul attempted to 
murder David. On Saul's spear see at xviii. 10. 

10. escaped that night] It is perhaps better to follow the Sept. in 
joining **that night" to the next sentence and reading, "and it came to 
pass that night that Saul, &c." 

11. in the morning] As he left his house. Cp. Jud. xvi. a. " We 
may guess that only the fear of alarming the town, and of rousing the 
people to rescue their favourite hero, prevented him from directing them 
to break into the house, and to slay David there." Kitto's Bibl, 
Tllustr, 

Psalm lix. is referred by its title to the present occasion. If this is 
correct, the Psalm supplements the history, shewing that David was in 
danger not from Saul only, but from rumans among Saul's followers 
who prowled about the streets of Gibeah threatening his life. 
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12 — 17. David^s escape by the aid of Michal, 

la So Michal let David down through a window: and he 

13 went, and fled, and escaped. And Michal took an image, 
and laid // in the bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair for 

14 his bolster, and covered it with a cloth. And when Saul 

15 sent messengers to take David, she said. He is sick. And 
Saul sent the messengers again to see David, sa3dng. Bring 

16 him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him. And when 
the messengers were come in, behold there was an image in 

17 the bed, with a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster. And 

12 — 17. David's escape by the aid of Michal. 

12. through a ztdndow] Compare the escape of the spies from 
Jericho (Josh. ii. 15), and St Paul from Damascus {t Cor. xi. 33). If 
David's house, like Rahab's, was upon the town wall, it would be easy 
for him to escape thus though the door was watched by Saul's men. 

^d, and escaped^ Thus began that fugitive life of hardship and peril, 
which was to form a new element in the education of the niture King. 
See Introd. p. 40. 

13. an image] The terapMm. These were the penates or house- 
hold images of the Israelites, brought originally from their Chaldean 
home (Gen. xxxi. 19). In spite of the strict prohibition of idols, they were 
used by those who professed to worship Jehovah in the time of the 
Judges (Jud. xvii. 5, xviii. 14 ff.), and even down to the later days of 
the Kings (2 Kings judii. 24). They seem to have been a kind of fetish 
or household charm for good luck, rather than an object of worship, 
and were used in divination (2^h. x. a; Ezek. xxi. 19 — aa). It is sur- 
prising to find teraphim in David's house. It has been conjectured that 
Michal, like Rachel, kept them secretly on account of her barrenness. 
The plural teraphim here denotes a single image, in human form, ap- 
parently of life-size. 

put a pillow, &c.] Put the qiUlt of goat's hair at Its head, and 
oovered it with the coverletw Michal wrapped the head of the image 
in a rough rug, either to hide it, or to imitate a man's hair, and covered 
up the whole with the beged, a square piece of woollen cloth, which was 
used for an upper garment, or for a bed-covering. Cp. Deut. xxiv. 12, 

14. she said. He is sick] Apparently she took the messengers into 
the outer chamber and pointed to the figure in bed in an inner closet, 
not letting them go near enough to detect the imposture. The plan 
gained David time to escape. The Sept. has, "and they [the messen- 
gers] brought word that he was sick." 

16. Bring him up] This indicates that Saul's residence was on the 
hill of Gibeah, David's in the lower town. 

16. There was an image, &c.] The teraphim was in the hed, and 
the quilt of goat's hair at its head. 
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Saul said unto Michal, Why hast tfaoa deceived me so, and 
sent awaj mine enemy, that he is escaped ? And Midial 
answered Saul, He sa^ nnto me. Let me go ; why should 
IkiUthee? 

18 — 24. David takes refuge with Samuel at RamaJu 

So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to x8 
Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And 
he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. And it was told 19 
Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. And «>' 
Saul sent messengers to take David : and when they saw 
the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel 
standing as appointed over them, the spirit of God was 
upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
And when it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and si 

IT. He said unto me^ &c.] BCichal adds another lie to scree n her- 
self from Sanies anger. In thxs she was bat foUowing her father's ex- 
ample (9. 6), and with more excuse. Compare the deceit practised by 
Ranab (Josh. ii. 4 ff.) ; by the woman at Bannrim (a Sam. xvii. qo) ; and 
in modem times, by Crotios' wife, who to save her husband represented 
the box in which he was concealed as a box of theological books. Scrip- 
ture affirms the universal duty of Truth without any exception (Lev. xix. 
11), nor can it be understood to sanction breaches of this general law by 
recording them without disapprovaL It is left to the casuist to discuss 
whether any necessity is sufficient to justify a falsehood or an act of 
deception. See Whewell's Elements of Morality^ Chaps. XY. xvi. 

18 — ^M. David takes refuge with Samuel at Ramah. 

18. to Samtul\ Turning naturally for direction at this crisis to the 
prophet who had anointed him, and hoping that Saul would at least 
reverence the age and authority of Samuel. No doubt David had had 
much intercourse with Samuel since their first meeting at Bethlehem. 

in NaiotK\ Naioth^ which was at or near Ramah, is a quasi-proper 
name signifying dwellings^ and in all probability denotes the College^ or 
common residence of the society of prophets collected together at Ramah 
by Samuel. See Introd. ch. vi. p. 33. Cp. 1 Kings vi. i, a. TbeTargum 
renders the word ** house of instruction. Hither Samuel took David, 
partly as being a safer place of refuge than his own house; partly that 
he might be spiritually strengthened by a share in the religious exercises 
of the society (v. 10). 

20. prophets prophesying^ Some common religious exercise con- 
ducted by Samuel, who is described as rtaTirtlng as preddont over the 
prophets, is meant by "prophesjong." See on x. 5. The Targum 
paraphrases: "They saw the company of scribes praising, and Samuel 
standing as instructor over them." 
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they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent messengers again 

»a the third time, and they prophesied also. Then went he 

also to Ramah, and came to a great well that is in Sechu : 

and he asked and said, Where are Samuel and David? And 

»3 (w^ said. Behold, fAey be at Naioth in Ramah. And he 

went thither to Naioth in Ramah : and the spirit of God 

was upon him also, and he went on, and prophesied, until 

84 he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he stript off his clothes 

also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay 

down naked all that day and all that night Wherefore they 

say, Is Saul also among the prophets ? 

Ch. XX. I — lo. David's consultation with Jonathan, 
20 And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and 

21. they prophesied also] Carried away by the religious excitement 
they forgot their errand, and joined the chant of the prophets. 

22. a great well] The great dstem, some well known landmark 
in Sechu^ a place nowhere else mentioned, between Gibeah and Ramah. 
The reading is uncertain. The Sept. has "the -well of the threshing- 
floor that is in Sephi (or, the hill). 

28. until he came to Naioth] The inspiration seized Saul even before 
he reached the company of prophets. He was to be convinced of the 
irresistible might of the Divine Spirit against whose influence he had 
striven. He was to be taught, if his heart was not already too utterly 
hardened to learn, that in fighting against David he was fighting against 
God, and engaging in a futile struggle. For this reason Saul, as the 
chief agent in David's persecution, was struck down more completely 
than his servants, and lay there unconscious **all that day and sdl that 
night." 

24. naked] Not literally naked, but stripped of his outer garment 
Is Saul also among the prophets?] The origin of the proverb is related 
in X. II. It now received a fresh exemplification. This burst of prophetic 
inspiration was a startling reminder to Saul of that former occasion when 
the Spirit of God came upon him to fit him for that office in which he 
had failed so sadly. See Maurice, Prophets and Kings, p. 17 ff. 

Ch. XX. 1—10. David's consultation with Jonathan. 

1. David fled from Naioth] While Saul lay helpless in his trance, 
David, perhaps by Samuel's advice, returned to consult with Jonathan. 
It may seem surprising that he could think of venturing back to Gibeah 
after Saul's late outbreak; but he on his part would be unwilling to 
break with Saul and become an outlaw till absolutely forced to do so ; 
while Jonathan, knowing David's value to the kingdom, would use every 
effort to effect a reconciliation. This he might still hope for, since all 



w. 2—5.] I. SAMUEL, XX. 175 

said before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine 
iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he 
seeketh my life ? And he said unto him, God forbid ; thou a 
shalt not die : behold, my father will do nothing fiiher great 
or small, but that he will shew it me : and why should my 
father hide this thing from me ? it ^ not so. And David 3 
sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth 
that I have found grace in thine eyes ^ and he saith, I^t 
not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved : but truly as 
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but 
a step between me and death. Then said Jonathan 4 
unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do 
it for thee. And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to 5 
morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with 
the king at meat : but let me go, that I may hide myself in 

Saul's actual attempts upon David's life had been made in his fits of 
insanity. 

What have Idone^ The three questions are a virtual assertion of his 
innocence. Compare the passionate protests of the Seventh Psalm, 
written probahly somewhat later, during his flight, but reflecting the 
feelings of this time. See on xxiv. 9. 

2. nothing either great or small] i.e. absolutely nothing. Cp. xxii. 
15, XXV. 36. 

shew it me] Lit. "uncover mine ear," and so in 9. 12. See on ix. 15. 

it is not so] Bearing in mind Saul's oath (xix. 6), and attributing his 
recent violence to temporary madness, Jonathan refuses to believe that his 
father has any deliberate design against David's life. 

3. Aftd bound sware moreover] Added an oath to the assertion in 
V, I. The Sept. however reads simply, ''And David answered Jona- 
than and said. 

Thy father certainly knoweth^ &c.] Jonathan's confidence that 
Saul would tell him all beforehand clearly implies that he supposed his 
^Either to be ignorant of the close friendship between him and David. 
David undeceives him on this point. 

there is hut a step, &c.] He stands, as it were, upon the very brink 
of a precipice. 

5. the new moon] The New Moon or first day of the lunar month 
was celebrated with special sacrifices and blowing of trumpets. See 
Num. xxvih. 11 — 15, x. 10; Ps. Ixxxi. 3. It was observed as a day of 
rest (Amos viii. 5), and apparently used as an opportunity for religious 
instruction (3 Kings iv. 33). 

to sit with the king at meat] To join as a member of the royal 
household in the sacrificial feast (v, 24) which lasted for two days at least 
{v. 37). 

let me go] As the sequel proved, the plan was well devised for ascer- 
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6 the fields unto the third day at even. If thy father at all 
miss me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that 
he might run to Beth-lehem his city : for there is a yearly 

7 sacrifice there for all the family. If he say thus. It is well ; 
thy servant shall have peace : but if he be very wroth, then 

8 be sure that evil is determined by him. Therefore thou 
shalt deal kindly with thy servant ; for thou hast brought 
thy servant into a covenant of the Lord with thee: notwith- 
standing, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why 

9 shouldest thou bring me to thy father ? And Jonathan 
said. Far be it from thee : for if I knew certainly that evil 
were determined by my father to come upon thee, then 

lo would not I tell it thee ? Then said David to Jonathan, 
Who shall tell me? or what if thy father answer thee 
roughly ? 

1 1 — 23. David and Jonathan renew their covenant, 

XX And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go 
out into the field. And they went out both of them into 

taining whether the lesson of Naioth had wrought any change in Saul, 
or whether in his sane moments he was now deliberately resolved to 
kill David. 

6. a yearly sacrifice therefor all the family'] . This request incidentally 
throws light on the religious customs of the age. The annual meeting 
of the family or clan for sacrifice may have been a partial observance of 
the command in Deut. xii. 5 ff. ; but in the unsettled state of religion 
the obligation to go up to the central sanctuary was neglected. It is not 
clear whether David really wanted to go to Bethlehem, and meant to 
hide *'in the field" afterwards, or whether he regarded the story as 
a justifiable deception to avoid exciting SauFs anger. 

8. ^ thou hast brought^ &c.] The initiative had been on Jonathan's side 
(xviii. 3). David calls their league of friendship "a covenant of Jeho- 
vah" as being ratified in His name by solemn oath. See v, 12 S, 

9. Far be it from thee] i.e. Do not suppose that I could either slay 
thee myself or give thee up to my father. The same phrase is rendered 
**God forbid" in v. a. 

10. IVho shall tell me, &c.] The double question answers to Jona- 
than's double promise in vzf. 12, 13, that he will let David know the 
result in either event. But perhaps the words should be rendered simply, 
Wlio sliall tell me If baply thy father answer thee roughly? 

11 — 23. David and Jonathan renew their covenant. 

11. into the field] To escape observation they leave the city, in 
which the conversation has been held hitherto. 
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the field. And Jonathan said unto David, O Lord God of " 
Israel, when I have sounded my father about to morrow 
any time, or the third day^ and behold, if there he good 
toward David, and I then send not unto thee, and shew it 
thee ; the Lord do so and much more to Jonathan : but if 13 
it please my father to do thee evil, then I will shew it thee, 
and send thee away, that thou mayest go in peace : and the 
Lord be with thee, as he hath been with my father. And 14 
thou shalt not only while yet I live shew me the kindness 
of the Lord, that I die not : but also thou shalt not cut off is 
thy kindness from my house for ever: no, not when the 
Lord hath cut off the enemies of David every one from the 
face of the earth. So Jonathan made a covenant with the x6 

12. O Lord God] Jonathan begins by addressing Jehovah, but 
afterwards instead of putting the verb in the second person (so mayest 
TAou do) he repeats the divine Name. 

adou^ to-morrow any timet ^ ^^^ third day] About this time to-mor- 
row or tbe day after. 

18. TAe Lord do so^ &c.] See on iii. 17. 

the Lord be tvith thee^ &c.] Cp. xviii. 12. Jonathan already fore- 
sees David's destiny, as is clear from the following verses. See also 
xxiii. 17. 

14, 15. Convinced that David will succeed to the kingdom, Jonathan 
exacts from him a promise to shew kindness to his posterity after his 
death as well as to himself diiring his life time. His words, like Saul's 
in ch. xxiv. 11, are prompted by a fear lest even David should conform 
to the barbarous Oriental custom by which the first king of a new dynasty 
often tried to secure himself on the throne by murdering his predecessor's 
family. Cp. i Kings xv. 29, xvi. 11; 2 Kings x. 6, xi. i. David fulfilled 
his promise by shewing kindness to Mephibosheth (2 Sam. ix. i ff., xxi. 
7). This is clearly the general sense of the passage, though the exact 
rendering is doubtful, (i) Retaining the Heb. text we may translate: 
"And vaXi thou not, if I am still alive (when thou comest to the throne), 
yea wilt thou not shew me the kindness of Jehovah, that I die not? 
And thou shalt not cut off, Ac." But this involves a very harsh con- 
struction, and it is perhaps best (2) to alter the text slightly, and trans- 
late: "And mayest thou, if I am still alive, yea mayest thou shew me the 
kindness of Jehovah : and if I die, thou shalt not cut oflF thy kindness 
from my house for ever, &c." 

16. So Jonathan, &c.] (i) The E. V. treats this as a remark of the 
historian: and apparently understands Jonathan's words "L«t the 
Lord, &c." to mean "Let the Lord exact vengeance from David by the 
hand of his enemies if he fails to fulfil the covenant." But this in- 
volves an unusual construction. We should expect, "Let the Lord 
require it at the hand of David,** if he fails to fulfil the covenant 

I. SAMUEL 12 
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house of David, saying. Let the Lord even require it at the 
17 hand of David's enemies. And Jonathan caused David to 

swear again, because he loved him : for he loved him as he 
x8 loved his own souL Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow 

is the new moon : and thou shalt be missed, because thy 
19 seat will be empty. And when thou hast stayed three days, 

then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place 

where thou didst hide thyself when the business was in 
90 handf and shalt remain by the stone EzeL And I will shoot 

three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark, 
ax And behold, I will send a lad, saying, Go, find out the 

arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad. Behold, the arrows 

are on this side of thee, take them; then come thou: 

for there is peace to thee, and no hurt; cu the Lord 
aa liveth. But if I say thus unto the young man. Behold, the 

arrows are beyond thee ; go thy way : for the Lord hath 



(q). Deut. xxiii. ai) t and possibly " David's enemies** is an euphemism 
for "David,** substituted by a scnbe in later times. Cp. note on xxv. 22. 
(a) The Sept. points to a text making the whole oiv, 16 part of Jona- 
than's speech : "And when the Lord hath cut off, &c. let not the name 
of JonaUian be cut off from the house of David, and may the Lo&D take 
vengeance on the enemies of David.** 

17. caused David to swear again, because, &c.] Jonathan exacted 
another oath beside that implied in v, 16, because the intensity of his 
love impelled him to bind David by the strongest possible obligation. 
The Sept. however reads : " And Jonathan swore yet again to David.** 

IS — 42. This section is the Haphtarah for the New Moon when it 
fiills on the first day of the week. 

18. thy seat will be empty"] At the sacrificial feast. See w, 5, 15. 

19. when the business was in hand] Lit. "on the day of the busi- 
ness,*' either the incident recorded in xix. i — 7, or some unknown 
matter. 

the stone Ezel] The name " stone of departure ** may have been given 
in remembrance of the parting of David and Jonathan beside it. The 
Sept. however, (cp. v, 41), reads "beside yonder heap of stones;** 
either some natural rocks or a heap of ruins, whidi might serve for a 
hiding-place. The rendering of £. V. marg. " the stone that sheweth 
the way** comes from the Targum, which gives " sign-stone.** 

20. / will shoot, &c.] This sign was arrang^ in case Jonathan 
should be watched by Saul*s spies, and prevented from getting an inter- 
view with David without endangering him. No suspicion would be 
excited by Jonathan*s carrying the bow which was his usual weapon 
(xviii. 4). 

22. the young man] The BtripUn^, as in xvii. 56. 
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sent thee away. And as touching the matter which thou 93 
and I have spoken of, behold, die Lord be between thee 
and me for ever. 

24 — 34. SauPs intention tested by Jonathan, 

So David hid himself in the field : and when the new 34 
moon was come, the king sat him down to eat meat And as 
the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even upon a 
seat by the wall : and Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by 
Saul's side, and David's place was empty. Nevertheless 26 
Saul spake not any thing that day : for he thought, Some- 
thing hath befallen him, he is not clean ; surely he is not 
clean. And it came to pass on the morrow, which was the 27 
second day of the month, that David's place was empty : 
and Saul said unto Jonathan his son. Wherefore cometh not 
the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor to day? And 28 
Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me 
to go to Beth-lehem : and he said, Let me go, I pray thee ; 29 
for our family hath a sacrifice in the city ; and my brother, 

the Lord hath sent thee away"] Bids thee depart. Jonathan is pre- 
pared to recognise the Divine Will in the banishment of David from 
Saul's court. God had another school in which the future king must be 
trained. 

28. €U touching the matter, &c.] The reciprocal covenant of friend- 
ship just renewed and ratified. 

the Lord, &c.] As the witness of our covenant, and the avenger of 
any breach of it. Cp. Gen. xxxi. 49, 53. 



Saul's intention tested by Jonathan. 

24. meat] Lit. bread, "Meat" in the E. V. signifies/<7<M/ in gene- 
ral, and is nowhere limited to the modem meaning flssh. This usage 
survives in some provincial dialects. 

25. upon a seat by the wall] Saul occupied the place of honour at 
the top or the centre of the table opposite the entrance. 

ana Jonathan arose] This appears to mean that Jonathan first occu- 
pied his usual seat by Saul's side, but when Abner entered resigned the 
place to him, probably not wishing to sit next his father in David's 
absence. The Sept. has a different reading, "And he preceded Jona- 
than,'* which is equally obscure. Josephus says, ** When they had sat 
down beside Saul, Jonathan on the right, and Abner on the left.** 

26. he is not clean] Persons who were ceremonially unclean were 
peremptorily excluded from participating in a religious festival. See 
Lev. vii. 3o, 31 ; i Sam. xvi. 5. 

29. my brother] The eldest brother probably made the arrange- 
ments in Jesse's old age. The Sept. reads " my brothers." 
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he hath commanded me to be there: and now, if I have 
found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I pray thee, 
and see my brethren. Therefore he cometh not unto the 

30 king's table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jona- 
than, and he said unto him. Thou son of the perverse 
rebellious woman^ do not I know that thou hast chosen the 
son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion 

31 of thy mother's nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse 
liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be stablished, nor 
thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, 

aa for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered Saul his 
father, and said unto him. Wherefore shall he be slain? what 

33 hath he done ? And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite 
him : whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his 

34 father to slay David. So Jonathan arose from the table in 
fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the 
month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had 
done him shame. 

35 — 42. The parting between Jonathan and David, 

35 And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went 
out into the field at the time appointed with David, and 

80. Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman] "To any Oriental, 
nothing is so grievously insulting as a reproach cast upon his mother. ... 
The mother herself b not held to be affronted in such cases, but the son 
who hears such words applied to her is insulted, and meant to be 
insulted, beyond expiation. Kitto, Bidle Illustr. The words might 
also be rendered, "thou son of perverse rebellion," i.e. according to a 
common Heb. idiom (cp. i. 16), "thou perverse rebel.** 

that thou hast chosen] The Sept. reads, " that thou consortest with." 
to thine own confusion^ &c.] Thy unfilial conduct disgraces both thy- 
self and the mother who bare thee. 

81. he shall surely die] Lit. "he is a son of death.** Cp. 1 Sam. 
xii. 5 ; Ps. cii. 20 ; Mt. xxiii. 15 ; John xvii. 12. 

83. east a Javelin] Or, as in xviii. 1 1, Ufted Us spear : brandished 
it threateningly, without actually casting it. 

84. had done him shame] Saul had insulted and wronged David by 
publicly charging him with treasonable intentions (v. 31). "The gene- 
rosity of Jonathan's character is very apparent. He did not resent the 
injury and insult offered to himself so much as the wrong done to 
his friend." Speaker's Comm, 

80 — 42. The parting between Jonathan and David. 

85. at the time appointed] Better, to tbe place appointed {v, 19). 
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a little lad with him. And he said mito his lad. Run, find 36 
out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the lad ran, 
he shot an airow beyond him. And when the lad was 37 
come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, 
Jonathan cried after the lad, and said, Is not the arrow 
beyond thee? And Jonathan cried after the lad. Make 38 
speed, haste, stay not And Jonathan's lad gathered up 
the arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew not 39 
any thing: only Jonathan and David knew the matter. 
And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and said unto 40 
him. Go, carry than to the city. And as soon as the lad 41 
was gone, David arose out of a place toward the south, and 
fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three 
times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with 
another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan said to 4> 
David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of 
us in the name of the Lord, saying. The Lord be between 
me and thee, and between my seed and thy seed for ever. 
And he arose and departed : and Jonathan went into the 
city. 

a little lad] Who would not suspect the real purpose of Jonathan's 
shooting : a vivid touch of reality in the narrative. 

38. the arrows] It is implied that the three arrows agreed upon 
were shot, but the narrator does not think it necessary to repeat full de- 
tails thrice. 

40. his artillery] i.e. his bow and quiver. From Lat. arr, used in 

late Latin to mean ' an implement,' came the late Latin artillaria, and 

O. Fr. artillerie^ * machines or equipment of war.* The word was used 

of missile weapons long before the invention of gunpowder. See Bible 

Word-Book^ P* 37» 

41. out of a place toward the south] Lit. *' from the side of the 
south," i.e. from a hiding-place to the south of the stone Ezel. But the 
expression is anomalous, and it is best to adopt the Sept. reading, "from 
beside the heap of stones," as in v. 19. 

/ell on his face<t &c.] As a token of reverence and loyalty to the 
king's son. Cp. Gen. xxxiii. 3, xlii. 6. An Oriental when he meets a 
superior, kneels down and touches the ground with his forehead. 

42. jfbrasmtich as^ &c.] It is better to follow the marginal rendering 
in assuming an aposiopesis, which corresponds with Jonathan's deep 
emotion. "That which we have sworn, &c." — remember 1 Jonathan a 
parting charge reminds David of their mutual vow. 
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Ch. XXI. I — 9. DavicTs visit to Nob. 

21 Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest : and 
Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and said 
unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee? 
a And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath 
commanded me a business, and hath said unto me. Let no 
man know any thing of the business whereabout I send 
thee, and what I have commanded thee : and I have ap- 

3 pointed my servants to such and such a place. Now there- 
fore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves ^ bread 

4 in mine hand, or what there is present. And the priest 
answered David, and said. There is no common bread 
under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young 

5 men have kept themselves at least from women. And 
David answered the priest, and said unto him. Of a truth 
women have beat kept from us about these three days, since 
I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, 

XXI. 1—9. David's visit to Nob. 

1. to NoU\ Nob was at this time a city of the priests (xxii. 19), 
though it is not specified among the places assigned to them by Joshua : 
here, as is clearly to be inferred from v, 6, the Tabernacle, which has 
not been mentioned since the death of Eli, was now standing. The site of 
Nob has not been identified. The description of Sennacherib's march 
in Is. X. 28 — 31 shews that it was a day's march south of Geba on the 
road to Jerusalem, and within sight of the city. Dean Stanley supposes 
it to be the northern summit of Mount Olivet, the place of worship which 
David passed in his flight from Absalom (a Sam. xv. 31). Sin. and Pal. 
p. 187. Hither David betook himself not as a permanent refuge, but to 
inquire the will of God concerning his future movements, and to pro- 
cure food and weapons, for in the hurry of his flight he had brought no- 
thing away with him. 

Ahimelech the pries^ See note on xiv. 3. 

was afraid at the meeting of David ] Came to meet David trembling. 
Cp. xvi. 4. Seeing the king's son-in-law unattended, he may have sus- 
pected the truth, and have been afraid of incurring Saul's displeasure. 

2. The kingi &c.] Again David has. recourse to a lie. See xx. 6, 
and note on xix. 17. The consequences of it were disastrous. 

my servants] The yonng men, as in v. 4. The words are David's 
own, not the continuation of Saul's directions. They were probably 
true. He must have had friends at court who were prepared to share 
his flight, and with whom he had made arrangements for a rendezvous. 

4. common\ Lit. profane or unholy, i.e. unconsecrated. Vulg. 
"laicos panes." 

6. the vessels'] The wallets or other utensils into which the bread 
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and the bread is in 2k manner common, yea, though it were 
sanctified this day in the vessel So the priest gave him 6 
hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the shew- 
bread, that was taken from before the Lord, to put hot 
bread in the day when it was ta^en away. Now a certain 7 
man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained 



would be pat If these were Levitically unclean they would defile the 
bread. David assures Ahimelech that there is no ceremonial objection 
to their taking the bread either in their persons or their baggage. 

and the breads &c.] The further argument which David employs to 
persuade Ahimelech is stated in a sentence of almost hopeless obscurity. 
Perhaps either (i) " And when I came out the vessels of the yoimg men 
were noly ; how much more then, though it is a common journey, will it 
be holy m the vessel to-day :" i.e. the vessels were nndefiled when we 
started, and though our journey has no religious object, yet as there has 
been no danger of pollution since, a fortiori they cannot defile bread put 
in them to-day : — pr (2) "And if it is a profane procedure, yet it will be 
sanctified to-day by the instrument :" i. e. if the act is profane, the 
priest by whose instrumentality it is done, has power to sanction it 
under the exceptional circumstances of to-day : — a gentle flattery to per- 
suade Ahimelech. 

6. the 5hewbread\ Lit. ** the bread of the Presence ** (Sept. a/>roi 
Tw vpoaiinrov), so caJled because it was solemnly placed as an offering 
in the Presence of Jehovah. The mention of it implies that the Taber- 
nacle with its furniture was at Nob. The directions for making the 
Table of Shewbread are given in Ex. xxv. 23 — 30; and the form of the 
table, as it existed in Herod's Temple, is preserved in the sculptures on 
the Arch of Titus at Rome. For the instructions concerning the bread 
itself, see Lev. xxiv. 5 — 9. It was to be renewed every Sabbath, and 
the loaves then removed were to be eaten by the priests in the Holy 
Place. 

Our Lord refers to this as an instance of the great principle that 
where moral and ceremonial obligations come into connict, it is the 
latter which must give way, because the rite is only the means and the 
moral duty the end. The high priest was bound to preserve David's 
life, even at the expense of a ceremonial rule. See Matt. xii. 3, 4 ; 
Mk. ii. 25, 26; Lk. vi. 3 — 5. In St Mark the high priest is called 
AHathoTf perhaps by an accidental error; perhaps because he was 
associated with his father as Hophni and Phinehas were with Eli. 

from before the Lord] From the table on which they had lain in the 
Presence of Jehovah in the Tabernacle. It seems probable that the 
shewbread had just been renewed and consequently that the day was the 
Sabbath; otherwise there would have been no difficulty in preparing 
ordinary bread for David's use. 

7. detained before the Load] In charge of the priest for some reli- 
gious purpose such as the fulfilment of a vow, or purification, or O' 
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before the Lord; and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, 
s the chiefest of the herdmen that belonged to Saul. And 
David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here under 
thine hand spear or sword ? for I have neither brought my 
sword nor my weapons with me, because the king's business 
9 required haste. And the priest said, The sword of Goliath 
the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, 
behold, it is here wrapt in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou 
wilt take that, take //; for there is no other save that here. 
And David said. There is none like that ; give it me. 



5. David*s flight to Gath. 

10 And David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul, and 

11 went to Achish the king of Gath. And the servants of 

account of suspected leprosy (Lev. xiii. 4, 11, 31). His presence in the 
Tabernacle implies that he was a proselyte. 

Doegi an Edomitel He may have come over to Saul in his wars with 
Edom (xiv. 47). 

the chiefest of the herdmen^ &c.] An important post in a pastoral 
country. Cp. i Chr. xxvii. 29, 31. The Sept. reads, "Doeg the 
Syrian, the keeper of Saul's mules.*' Cp. i Chr. xxvii. 30. ** S3rrian " 
is certainly a mistake for " Edomite," the consonants of the Heb. words 
" Aramite " and " Edomite " being almost exactly alike. 

9. behind the ephod\ Hung up in a secure place, behind the most 
sacred part of the high-priestly vestments. It was probably dedicated as 
a memorial of the victory on the conclusion of the Philistme war. See 
xvii. 54. 

There is none like tha(\ The monument of God's deliverance in the 
past was a pledge of His help for the future. 

10—15. David's flight to Gath. 

10. and went to Achish] In the extremity of peril, David was driven 
to take refuge among Saul's bitterest enemies, and offer himself as a 
servant to Achish [v, 15). He hoped no doubt that the Philistines 
would not recognise the stripling who slew their champion. Unlike 
Themistocles and Alcibiades when they were banished from Athens, he 
had no intention of turning traitor to his country. 

The circumstances of this sojourn at Gath and that recorded in ch. 
xxvii. are entirely unlike, and correspond exactly to the difference of 
occasion. In the present case David went alone, was ill received, and 
was compelled to feign madness for safety and escape as soon as possible : 
later on when his breach with Saul was notorious, he went with a nume- 
rous following, was received and established at Ziklag, and remained for 
more than a year. 
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Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of the 
land ? did they not sing one to another of him in dances, 
saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands ? And David laid up these words in his heart, x% 
and was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath. And he 13 
changed his behaviour before them, and feigned himself 
mad in their hands, and scrabled on the doors of the gate, 
and let his spitde fall down upon his beard. Then said 14 
Achish unto his servants, Lo, you see the man is mad : 
wherefore then have ye brought him to me? Have 1 15 
need of mad men, that ye have brought xKi^ fellow to play 
the mad man in my presence ? shall this fellow come into 
my house ? 

Ch. XXII. I — 5. David* s band of followers, 

David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave 22 
Adullam : and when his brethren and all his father's house 

11. the king of the land\ The natural exaggeration of popular 
rumour. David had appeared as chief leader in the Philistine wars. 

did they not sin^y &c.j Do they not sing. It had become a popular 
song. See on xviii. 7. 

13. changed his dehaviour] Ps. xxxiv. is ascribed by its title to this 
occasion, but the contents do not bear out the reference. The title 
of Ps. Ivi. states that it was written by David "when the Philistines 
laid hold on him in Gath," and though it is not expressly said here 
that he was arrested, the words *' feigned himself mad in their hands** 
together with the mention of hb escape in xxii. i, seem to imply that he 
was a prisoner. 

feigned himself mad'\ So that they might suppose him harmless. The 
Philistines moreover may have shared the Oriental feeling which regards 
madness with a kind of reverei^ce. See Smith's Diet, of the Bible, Art. 
'Madness.' *' Aghyle Aga, a well-known modem Arab chief, escaped 
from the governor of Acre in like manner, pretending to be a mad 
dervish.** Stanley, Lect, ii. 52. 

scrabled on the doors ofthegate"] i.e. scratched, or made marks. The 
word is still used in some provincial dialects. The Sept. however reads 
"drummed on the doors of the gate,** which is a more suitable gesture 
for a raving madman. "The doors" meant are probably those of the 
court of Achish's palace. 

10. come into my house"] Be taken into my service. Cp. Ps. ci. 7. 

Ch. xxii. I — 5. David's band of Followers. 

1. the ecBoe Adullam\ Rather, tbe oave of AdnlliuiL Adullam was 
an ancient royal dty of the Canaanites, in the neighbourhood of Jarmuth, 
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• heard iV, they went down thither to him. And every one 
that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and 
every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto 
him ; and he became a captain over them : and there were 

3 with him about four hundred men. And David went 
thence to Mizpeh of Moab : and he said unto the king of 

Socoh, Azekah, and Shaaraim, all places in or near the valley of Elah 
(Josh. xii. 15, XV. 35). In this valley, about i^ miles S. of the point where 
it takes an abrupt turn to the west, some ruins have been discovered bear- 
ing the name AidelMa^ which is thought to be a corruption of AduUam. 
They lie at the foot of a high rounded hill, almost isolated by subordi- 
nate valleys, and commanding a fine view over the main valley to the 
east. It forms a natural fortress, well adapted for the site di a city, 
which numerous ruins shew once stood there. The sides of the tributary 
valleys are lined with rows of caves, amply sufficient to accommodate 
David's 400 men, and still used for habitations. See Conder's Tent 
tVorJk, II. r57 if. The traditional identification of Adullam with the 
cave at JChureitunj five miles S.E. of Bethlehem, is quite untenable. 

they went dorun thither to him] For fear lest Saul might wreak his 
vengeance upon them. In the East it was not uncommon for a whole 
family to be put to death for the fault of one member, and the massacre 
at Nob soon shewed them what they might expect. 

2. And every one, &c. ] To the cave of Adullam resorted some who 
were smarting under the oppression of Saul's tyranny ; some who were 
involved in debt through the neglect of the laws concerning usury (Ex. 
xxii. 25; Lev. xxv. 35 — 37); some who were in despair at the condition 
of the kingdom, and desired a leader from whom they might hope for 
better things. 

he became a captain over them] That he could keep such a motley 
band in order is an evidence of David's natural genius for ruling, which 
was further developed by this training. 

adout four hundred men'] Soon increased to six hundred (xxiii. 
13), Among them were the three heroes who brought water from 
the well at Bethlehem (« Sam. xxiii. 13 ff.; i Chr. xi. 15 ff.); pos- 
sibly the stalwart Gadites whose names are given in i Chr. xii. 8 — 15; 
and also the detachment from Judah and Benjamin led by Amasai (i 
Chr. xiL 16 — 18). 

8. Mizpeh of Moab] Mentioned here only. Perhaps either the strong 
rock citadel afterwards known as Kir-Moab, now Kerak, is meant : or 
some place not in Moab proper, but on the mountains of Abarim or 
Pisgah north of the Arnon, which would be more easily accessible from 
Bethlehem by way of Jericho. The long purple wall of the mountains 
of Moab is a striking feature in the view from Bethlehem {Sin, and Pal, 
p. 104), and would naturally suggest a retreat thither: but no doubt it 
was his connexion with Moab through his great-grandmother Ruth, 
which chiefly induced David to choose that country as a refuge for his 
parents. 
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Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come 
forth, and be with you, till I know what God will do few me. 
And he brought them before the king of Moab : and they 4 
dwelt with him all the while that David was in the hold. 
And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the 5 
hold ; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. Then 
David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth. 

6 — 19. Saul's vengeance on the priests of Nob. 

When Saul heard that David was discovered, and the 6 
men that were with him, (now Saul abode in Gibeah under 
a tree in Ramah, having his spear in his hand, and all his 

4. in the hold] " Hold "= stronghold or fortress : here apparently 
the Mizpeh of v, ^ What became of David's parents when he quitted 
the hold does not appear. A Jewish tradition affirms that the king of 
Moab betrayed his trust and murdered them, for which David exact^ a 
heavy vengeance when he came to the throne {1 Sam. viii a). 

6. the prophet Gad] Mentioned here for the first time, and not again 
till David had come to the throne, when he appears as holding the office 
of "the king's seer." He was one of the chroniclers of David's reign 
(i Chr. xxix. 39); helped in the arrangement of the musical services in 
the Temple (2 Chr. xxix. ^5); and was sent to offer David his choice 
of punishments for his sin in numbering the people (3 Sam. xxiv. 1 1 ff.). 

Abide not in the hold] The future king must not remain in a foreign 
land, but in the face of all risk return to his own country, in order that 
by such exploits as the relief of Keilah he might gain reputation, and 
prepare his way to the throne. 

the forest of Hareth] Nowhere else mentioned and not identified with 
any certainty. Perhaps the name survives in Khards on the edge of 
the mountain chain two or three miles east of Keilah. 

Psalm Ixiii. is referred by its title to the time when David was in the 
wilderness of Judah: but internal evidence points rather to his flight 
from Absalom ; z'. 1 1 implies that he was already king. 

6 — 19. Saul's vengeance on the priests of Nob. 

6. that David was discovered] Lit. '*was known." Saul found out 
that some of his courtiers knew of David's hiding-place in the forest of 
Hareth. 

now Saul abode^ &c] Render, Now Saul was alttlnir at OllMali 
under the tamailHk tree on the height. We have here a vivid pic- 
ture of a solemn conclave met to deliberate on afiidrs of state or to ad- 
minister justice. The king sits in state under some venerable tamarisk 
(cp. xiv. 1 \ Jud. iv. 5) ; his spear, the emblem of royalty (see on xviii. 10), 
is in his hand; his servants, still chiefly the men of hu own tribe (v. 7), 
stand round him. 



i88 I. SAMUEL, XXII. [w. 7—13. 

7 servants were standing about him ;) then Saul said unto 
his servants that stood about him, Hear now, ye Benja- 
mites ; will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields 
and vineyards, and make you all captains of thousands, and 

8 captains of hundreds; that all of you have conspired against 
me, and there is none that sheweth me that my son hath 
made a league with the son of Jesse, and there is none of 
you that is sorry for me, or sheweth unto me that my son 
hath stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as at 

9 this day ? Then answered Doeg the Edomite, which was 
set over the servants of Saul, and said, I saw the son of 
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub : 

xo and he inquired of the Lord for him, and gave him victuals, 

XX and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine. Then 
the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, 
and all his father's house, the priests that were in Nob: 

xa and they came all of them to the king. And Saul said, 
Hear now, thou son of Ahitub. And he answered, Here I 

X3 am^ my lord. And Saul said unto him. Why have ye 
conspired against me, thou and the son of Jesse, in that 
thou hast given him bread and a sword, and hast inquired 
of God for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in 

7. ye Benjamites] Saul appeals to tribal jealousies. Will not David 
promote his own fellow-tribesmen rather than the Benjamites ? 

captains of thousands, &c.] The sarcasm of these words gains point, 
if we may suppose that Saul had just heard of the organization of David's 
handiiil of men (i Chr. xii. 16 — 18). 

8. hath made a league] Hatb made a oovenant, as in xx. 16. Saul 
seems to have heard what happened upon that occasion. 

9. Then answered Doeg] The title of Ps. lii. states that it was com- 
posed by David in reference to this occasion, ifv. i — 4 describe such a 
character as we may well suppose Doeg to have been. His tongue was 
**a false tongue," because, though the facts he reported were true, he 
helped to confirm Saul in a false and cruel suspicion. It *' devised 
destruction," and "loved devouring words," for his story was told with 
malicious intent and fatal result. 

which was set over the servants of SaiiC] Or, for he was standing 
with the servants of Sanl. The presence of Xhe foreigner T>oeg among 
the Benjamites is specially noticed. The Sept. (cp. xxi. 7) reads, "Doeg 
the Syrian who was set over Saul's mules." 

10. he inquired of the Lord for him] See on x. 22. This, though 
not expressly mentioned in ch. xxi., was probably the chid* object of 
David's visit, and Ahimelech does not disclaim the charge (z^. 15). 
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wait, as at this day? Then Ahunelech answered the king, 14 
and said. And who is so faithfid among all thy servants as 
David, which is the king's son in law, and goeth at thy 
bidding, and is honourable in thine house ? Did I then 15 
begin to inquire of God for him ? be it far from me : let 
not the king impute any thing unto his servant, nor to all 
the house of my father : for thy servant knew nothing of 
all this, less or more. And the king said. Thou shalt surely x6 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and all thy father's house. And the x? 
king said unto the footmen that stood about him. Turn, 
and slay the priests of the Lord ; because their hand also 
is with David, and because they knew when he fled, and 
did not shew it to me. But the servants of the king would 
not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of the 
Lord. And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall x8 
upon the priests. And Doeg the Edomite turned, and he 
fell upon the priests, and slew on that day fourscore and 
five persons that did wear a linep ephod. And Nob, the 19 
city of the priests, smote he with the edge of the sword, 
both men and women, children and sucklings, and oxen, 
and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword. 

14. goeth at thy bidding\ Probably, " lias access to thy audience," 
i.e. is a trusted privy-councillor. Cp. 2 Sam. xxiii. 23, marg, 

16. Did I then begin] That day did I begin, &c.? The stress is 
upon these words. Ahimelech pleads that there was no harm in doing 
as he had often done before. 

be it far from me] To plot against the king. 

knew nothing of all this] Was in no way a party to the alleged con- 
spiracy. 

17. the footmen] Lit. "the runners." See on ch. viii. ii; and for 
their employment as executioners comp. 2 Kings x. 35 (£. V. 
guard), 

would not put forth their hand] They shrank from executing a com- 
mand at once so cold-blooded and sacrilegious. 

18. that did wear a linen ephod] See on ii. 18. The distinctive 
priestly dress should have reminded Saul of the sacredness of their per- 
sons. 

19. And Nobf &c.] In the madness of his self-willed fury Saul 
wreaked upon an innocent city in his own kingdom the vengeance he 
had failed to execute upon a guilty heathen nation at God's command 
(xv. 3). Thus the doom upon the house of Eli (ii. 31) received a fresh 
fulfilment. So heavy a blow was inflicted upon the family of Ithamar, 
that when David organized the courses of the priests for the temple ser 
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20 — 23. Abiathat^s escape to David. 

90 And one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, 

91 named Abiathar, escaped, and fled after David. And 
Abiathar shewed David that Saul had slain the Lord's 

aa priests. And David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that 
day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would 
surely tell Saul : I have occasioned the death of all the per- 

•3 sons of thy father's house. Abide thou with me, fear not : 
for he that seeketh my life seeketh thy life : but with me 
thou shalt be in safeguard. 

Ch. XXIIL 1—6. The rescue of Keilah. 

23 Then they told David, saying. Behold, the Philistines 
fight against Keilah, and tliey rob the threshingfloors. 

vice only eight ''chief men'* could be found in it, against sixteen in the 
family of Eleazai (i Chr. xxiv. 4). 

SO — 28. Abiathar*s escape to David. 

30. Abiathar\ Possibly Abiathar had remained at Nob in charge of 
the Tabernacle, and got timely warning of the approach of Do^*s 
ruffians. Henceforward he was the companion of David's wanderings, 
and helped him by "inquiring of the Lord" for him (xxiii. 9, xxx. 7; 
1 Sam. ii. i, &c.). He held the office of high-priest till the close of 
David's reign, when by some strange infatuation, after remaining faithful 
through Al^alom's rebellion, and " being afflicted in all wherein David 
was afflicted," he took part in Adonijah's rebellion, and was in conse- 
quence deposed by Solomon (i Kings ii. 26, 27). 

22. / have occasioned^ &c.] David's conscience pricks him for having 
been, even indirectly, the cause of so great a calamity. 

28. he that seeketh my life\ Our lives are both in danger fix>m one 
common enemy, so that our interests will be identical. 

XXIII. 1—6. The rescue of Keilah. 

1. Then they told David"] Simply, And tbey told. There is no 
mark of time. The appeal to David ^ews that he was growing to be 
r^;arded as the champion of Israel. 

Kettahl A fortified city {v. 7), named in Tosh. xv. 44 as one of a 
group of cities in the ShephSlah or " Lowland, which included the low 
limestone hills bordering on the Philistine plain. It was perched on a 
steep hill above the valley of Elah, about three miles south of Adollam, 
where the name Kila still survives to mark the site. 

they rob the threshingfloors^ This indicates that the raid took place 
immediately after harvest, when the corn was stacked by the floors ready 
for threshing. 
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Therefore David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go 9 
and smite these Philistines? And the Lord said nnto 
David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah. 
And David's men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here 3 
in Judah: how much more then if we come to Keilah 
against the armies of the Philistines ? Then David inquired 4 
of the Lord yet again. And the Lord answered him and 
said. Arise, go down to Keilah ; for I will deliver the Phi- 
listines into thine hand. So David and his men went to 5 
Keilah, and fought with the Philistines, and brought away 
their cattle, and smote them with a great slaughter. So 
David saved the inhabitants of Keilah. And it came to 6 
pass, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to 
Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 

7 — 1 5. 77u treachery of the Keilites. 

And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah. 7 
And Saul said, Gk)d hath delivered him into mine hand; for 
he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and 
bars. And Saul called all the people together to war, to 8 

2. inquired of the Lord] Through the high-priest Abiathar. See on 
V. 6. 

8. here in Judah] Keilah belonged to the tribe of Judah (Josh. xv. 
44) : so that Judah must here be used in a limited sense of the highlands 
of Judah. 

the armies of the Philistines] David's men exaggerate the marauding 
bands of Philistines into a regular army. 

6. fled to David to UTeilan} Since {a) it is implied by xxii. 20 that 
Abiathar joined David before the expedition to Keilah : and (i) the 
inquiry in w, 9, 4 implies the presence of the high-priest with the 
Ephod : it seems best either to strike out "to Keilah," or to follow the 
Sept. in reading, "And it came to pass when Abiathar the son of 
Ahimelech fled to David, that he went down with David to Keilah with 
the Ephod in his hand." This note is inserted here to explain how 
David could inquire of God both in Judah and at Keilah. 

7—15. The treachery of the Keilites. 

7. hath delivered him] lAt. hath refected him and deUtfered him. So 
blind was Saul as to imagine that it was not himself but David whom 
God had rejected. The Sept. reads *' sold." 

a tintm, &c.] A elty. It may have been one of the old Canaanite for- 
tresses (see on Josh. xi. 13), or have been fortified as an outpost against 
the Philistines. 
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9 go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men. And 
David knew that Saul secretly practised mischief against 
him ; and he said to Abiathar the priest, Bring hither the 

10 ephod. Then said David, O Lord God of Israel, thy ser- 
vant hath certainly heard that Saul seeketh to come to 

" Keilah, to destroy the city for my sake. Will the men of 
Keilah deliver me up into his hand? Will Saul come 
down, as thy servant hath heard ? O Lord God of Israel, 
I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the Lord said, He 

»» will come down. Then said David, Will the men of Keilah 
deliver me and my men into the hand of Saul ? And the 

»3 Lord said, They will deliver thee up. Then David and 
his men, which were about six hundred, arose and departed 
out of Keilah, and went whithersoever they could go. And 
it was told Saul that David was escaped from KeUah ; and 

M he forbare to go forth. And David abode in the wilderness 
in strong holds, and remained in a mountain in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God 

'5 delivered him not into his hand. And David saw that 
Saul was come out to seek his life : and David was in the 
wilderness of Ziph in a wood. 

9. secretly practised] Lit. was forgliig. Omit "secretly." 
Bring hither the ephod] For the high-priest did not always wear it. 
See note on xiv. 18, and cp. xxx. 7. 

11. the men of Keilah] Lit. "the lords," or "masters," i.e. the 
governing body of citizens, as distinguished from the mass of inhabitants 
(z/. 5). The same word is used in Josh. xxiv. 1 1 ; Jud. ix. 2 fif., xx. 5 ; 
3 Sam. xxi. 12. 

will Saul come down] The logical order of the questions is inverted, 
and the most important put first, indicating the anxiety of the ques- 
tioner. 

12. They will deliver thee up] With the cowardice and ingratitude of 
thorough selfishness. Cp. Jud. xv. 10—13. 

14. And David abode in the wilderness] David's next resort was 
" the wilderness of Judah," the wild uncultivated tract l)dng between the 
mountains of Judah and the Dead Sea. His chief ab<^e was "the 
mountain (perhaps the hill of Hachilah, v, 19) in the wilderness of Ziph," 
a district S. E. of Hebron, where a rounded hill half way between He- 
bron and Carmel still bears the name Tell Zif, Ziph is mentioned in 
Josh. XV. 55, and was fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chr. xi. 8). 

every day] Continually : not that he literally spent all his time in the 
pursuit of David. 

15. in a wood] The word chSresh translated "wood " in w, 15, 16, 
18, 19 does not occur again in Samuel. Lieut. Conder argues from the 
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16 — 18. ^onathatis last meeting with David, 

And Jonathan Saul's son arose, and went to David into 16 
the wood, and strengthened his hand in God And he 17 
said unto him. Fear not : for the hand of Saul my father 
shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, 
and I shall be next unto thee; and that also Saul my 
father knoweth. And they two made a covenant before 18 
the Lord : and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan 
went to his house. 

19 — 28. The treachery of the Ziphites. 

Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, saying, 19 
Doth not David hide himself with us in strong holds in the 
wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is on the south of 

dry unwatered character of the district that no wood of trees can ever 
have flourished there, and conjectures that CMresh was a proper name 
with a different signification. He found the ruin of Khoreisa and the 
Valley of Hiresk in the neighbourhood of Ziph. It is perhaps too bold 
to assert that no wood can ever have existed, and it seems best to under- 
stand Chdresh as a quasi-proper name for a district overgrown with 
brushwood. 

16 — ^18. Jonathan's last meeting with David. 

16. strengthened his hand in God] Revived his courage by point- 
ing him to the true ground of confidence. Cp. ch. xxx. 6 ; Job iv. 3. 

17. Saul my father knoweth] Both that thou art destined to be king 
(see on xviii. 9), and that I am ready to resign my claims in thy favour. 
This is the climax of Jonathan's unselfish generosity. 

18. to his house] Home to Gibeah, where Saul was (z/. 19). It was 
the final parting of the friends. 

19—28. The treachery of the Ziphites. 

19. TTten came up the Ziphites] The title of Ps. liv. refers it to this 
occasion, or that recorded m xxvi. i, and the contents agree with the 
situation. See especially v, 3. 

On the relation between this narrative and that in ch. xxvi. see Note 
VII. p. 143. 

in the hill of Hachilah^ &c.] This hill was situated on the south of, or 
according to xxvi. 3, " in front of "or " facing " the Waste. Jeshimon 
is not a proper name, but means the Waste, and denotes the district on 
which the plateau of Ziph looks down, "with white peaks and cones of 
chalk and deep narrow watercourses, terminated by the great pointed cliff 
of Ziz above Engedi, and by the precipices over the Dead Sea, two 
thousand feet high." Hachilah is not identified with any certainty. 
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ao Jeshimon ? Now therefore, O king, come down according 
to all the desire of thy soul to come down ; and our part 

ax shall he to deliver him into the king's hand. And Saul 
said, Blessed be ye of the Lord ; for ye have compassion 

aa on me. Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and see 
his place where his haunt is, and who hath seen him there : 

83 for It is told me that he dealeth very subtilly. See there- 
fore, and take knowledge of all the lurking places where he 
hideth himself, and come ye again to me with the certainty, 
and I will go with you : and it shall come to pass, if he be 
in the land, that I will search him out throughout all the 

a4 thousands of Judah. And they arose, and went to Ziph 
before Saul : but David and his men were in the wilderness 

as of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon. Saul also 
and his men went to seek him. And they told David : 
wherefore he came down into a rock, and abode in the 
wilderness of Maon. And when Saul heard that^ he pur- 

a6 sued after David in the wilderness of Maon. And Saul 
went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men 
on that side of the mountain : and David made haste to 
get away for fear of Saul ; for Saul and his men compassed 

a; David and his men round about to take them. But there 

Lieut. Conder proposes to recognise it in the long ridge of El JCdlah, 
running out of the Ziph plateau eastwards. From Tell Zffiht Ziphites 
could observe the movements of David's men over this region. 

82. where his haunt is] Lit. ''where his foot is. Observe his 
tracks as you would those of a wild beast. 

28. the thousands ofJudaK] i.e. the families. See on x. 19. 

24. in the wildemess of Maon\ The district round the conical hill 
about seven miles south of Hebron still known as Tell Main. It is 
mentioned in Joshua xv. 55 among the cities of Judah in the mountains. 
It was the home of Nabal (ch. xxv. 3). 

in the plain on the south ofjeshimon] In the steppe on the soutli of 
tlie Waste. The Ar&bah or ''steppe" is here the name of the dis- 
trict south of "the Waste," where the plateau falls away towards the 
plains of Beersheba. The term Ar&bah generally denotes either the 
depressed valley of the Jord^, or the valley between the Dead Sea and 
the Gulf of Akaba, but neither of these can be intended here. 

26. nUo a roch] To tlie ro6k, or, <dlff, which was afterwards called 
"the rock of divisions" {v. a 8). The Sept. reads "which is in the 
wildemess of Maon** in place of "and abode in the wildemess of 
Maon,*' perhaps rightly. 

26. compassed, roundabout"] i.e. encompassed, surrounded. Cp. 

Ps. V. la. 
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came a messenger unto Saul, saying, Haste thee, and come; 
for the Philistines have invaded the land. Wherefore Saul 98 
returned from pursuing after David, and went against the 
Philistines : therefore they called that place Sela-hammah- 
lekoth. 

29 — XXIV. 8. David spares SauVs life in the cave at 

En-gedu 

And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong 29 
holds at £n-gedi. And it came to pass, when Saul was 24 
returned from following the Philistines, that it was told 
him, saying. Behold, David is in the wilderness of £n-gedi. 

27. there came a messenger^ &c] Man's extremity is God*s opportu- 
nity. Cp. 3 Kings xix. 7, 9. 

28. Seia-hammaktekdthi Either (i) "Rock of escapes;'* or more 
probably (3) "Rock of divisions," because there Saul had to relinquish 
the pursuit of David. 

Lieut. Conder thinks he has discovered the scene of David's escape. 
Between the ridge of El Kdlak and the neighbourhood of Maon there is 
a great gorge caUed " the Valley of the Rocks :" to part of this the name 
Wady Maldki now applies, and there is no other place near Maon 
where cUfis, such as are to be inferred from the word Sela, can be found. 
See Tent Work^ li. 91. 

29. — XXIV. 8. David spares Saul's life in the cave at 

En-gedi. 

This narrative and that in ch. xxvi. are regarded by some commenta- 
tors as different accounts of the same event. See Note VII. p. 343, and 
the notes on ch. xxvi. 

Pss. Ivii. and cxlii. are referred by their titles to the time when David 
fled from Saul in the cave; but whether this occasion or his sojourn in 
the cave of Adullam is meant, must remain uncertain. 

29. at En'ged%\ £n-gedi {^fountain of the kid), now Ain-yidy, is 
situated about half way along the western ^ore of the Dead Sea. The 
precipitous cliffs recede from the water's edge, and enclose a sloping 
plain watered by the stream which gushes copiously from the limestone 
rock. Here in the dajrs of Abraham stood the Amorite city of Haza- 
zon-tamar {= pruning of the palm). See Gen. xiv. 7; 1 Chr. xx. 2. It is 
still an oasis in the limestone desert, and though palm-trees and vine- 
yards (Cant. i. 14) have vanished, the petrified leaves of the one and the 
terraces cut on the hills for the other attest its ancient fertility. On all 
sides the country is full of caverns which might serve as lurking places 
for David and his men, as they do for outlaws at the present day. See 
Robinson, Bibl, Res. i. 508 ff.; Tristram, Land of Israel, 1^, 377ff.; 
Stanley, Sin. and Pal, p. 395 ff., for descriptions of this remarkable 
spot. 

13—2 
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sThen Saul took three thousand chosen men out of all 
Israel, and went to seek David and his men upon the rocks 

3 of the wild goats. And he came to the sheepcotes by the 
way, where was a cave ; and Saul went in to cover his feet : 
and David and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 

4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of 
which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it 
shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off 

5 the skirt of Saul's robe privily. And it came to pass after- 
ward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off 

6 SauFs skirt. And he said unto his men. The Lord forbid 
that I should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's 
anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he 

7 is the anointed of the Lord. So David stayed his servants 
with these words, and suffered them not to rise against Saul. 
But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

8 David also rose afterward, and went out of the cave, and 

Ch. XXIV. 2. upon the rocks of the wild goats\ On precipitous 
cliffs scarcely accessible except to the ibex and chamois. Wild goats 
and antelopes still abound on the heights above Ain-Jidy. 

8. the sheepcotes by the way] Sheepfolds are still formed in the East 
by building a wall of loose stones round the mouth of a cave, which 
serves for shelter in case of bad weather. See The Land and the Bookt 
p. 603. ^ • ^ ^ 

to cover his feet] An euphemism for performing the necessities of 
nature. 

remained^ &c.] Were abiding In tbe reoesses of tbe cave. Large 
caves with numerous side passages are found in the district. "They are 
as dark as midnight, and the keenest eye cannot see five paces inward: 
but one who has been long within, and is looking outward toward the 
entrance, can observe with perfect distinctness all that takes place in 
that direction.'' Hence David and his men could watch Saul without 
being seen. 

4. of which the Lord said] David may have received from Samuel 
and Gad assurances of his ultimate deliverance from Saul's persecutions, 
which his followers interpret in their own way. Cp. xxiii. 17, xxv. a8 — 

30. 

the skirt] See on xv. 17. He wished to have some proof to con- 
vince Saul that his life had been in his power. 

6. Daivids heart smote him] David s conscience reproached him for 
offering even so slight an indignity to the king. 

7. stayed] Lit. tore, or laBhed: a strong expression. Vulg. "con- 
fregit viros suos sermonibus." 
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cried afler Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul 
looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the 
earth, and bowed himself. 

9 — 15. David pleads his innocence. 

And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's 9 
words, saying. Behold, David seeketh thy hurt ? Behold, zo 
this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had de- 
livered thee to day into mine hand in the cave : and some 
bade me kill thee : but mine eye spared thee ; and I said, I 
will not put forth mine hand against my lord ; for he is the 
Lord's anointed. Moreover, my father, see, yea see the n 
skirt of thy robe in my hand : for in that I cut ofiF the skirt 
of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that 
there is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I 
have not sinned against thee ; yet thou huntest my soul to 
take it The Lord judge between me and thee, and the » 
Lord avenge me of thee : but mine hand shall not be upon 
thee. As saith the proverb of the ancients. Wickedness 13 
proceedeth from the wicked : but mine hand shall not be 
upon thee. After whom is the king of Israel come out ? 14 

8. stooped^ &C.] Better, bowed binudlf witb hlB fiUM to the ground 
and did obeisance. The usual Oriental gesture of reverence to a king 
or superior is described. See on xx. 41. Cp. i Kings i. 16, 31. 

9—16. David pleads his innocence. 

9. meris words} Calumniators like "Cush the Benjamite," against 
whom Ps. vii. is directed, strove to inflame Saul's mind against David. 
That Psalm has been with much probability referred to this period of 
his life. David's protestation of innocence iazn/, 3, 4 of the Psalm is 
closely parallel to his words in zfv. 10, 11 ; and his appeal to the judg- 
ment of Jehovah in z^. 8, 9 of the Psalm resembles that mv, 15. 

11. my fcUher\ The address of respect and affection. Cp. a Kings 
v. 13, vi. 21. 

evit\ The same word as that rendered "thy hurt" in v. 9. 

my soul] i.e. my life. 

18. Wickedness, &c.] A man's character is known by his actions. If 
I were wicked at heart, I should have shewn it by killing you. Cp. 
Mt. vii. 16—30. 

but mine hand shall not be upon thee] It is not clear whether this is 
part of the proverb or David's own utterance. In the first case the proverb 
IS a general disclaimer of a desire for vengeance : in the second, David 
reaffirms his resolution not to touch Saul as a consequence of his moral 
int^rity. 
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after whom dost thou pursue ? after a dead dog, after a flea. 
IS The Lord therefore be judge, and judge between me and 
thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of 
thine hand. 

16 — 22. SauPs momentary remorse. 

x6 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of 
speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said. Is this thy 
voice, my son David? And Saul lift up his voice, and 

17 wept. And he said to David, Thou art more righteous 
than I : for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have 

18 rewarded thee evil And thou hast shewed this day how 
that thou hast dealt well with me : forasmuch as when the 
Lord had delivered me into thine hand, thou killedst me 

19 not. For if a man find his enemy, will he let him go well 
away? wherefore the Lord reward thee good for that thou 

ao hast done unto me this day. And now behold, I know well 
that thou shalt surely be king, and thai the kingdom of 

ti Israel shall be established in thine hand. Swear now there- 
fore unto me by the Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my 
seed after me, and that thou wilt not destroy my name out 

14. after a dead dog, &c.] ''A dead dog, a single flea," express what 
is absolutely contemptible, harmless, and insignificant. A worthy object 
truly for an expedition of the King of Israel vrith his picked troops ! 

16. plead my cause] Cp. Ps. xxxv. i ff. ; possibly written about this 
time. 

deliver me out of thy hand] Lit. Judge mt otU of thy hand: give me 
my right, and set me free. 

16 — ^22. Saul's momentary remorse. 

16. my son Dauid\ The old fatherly feeling revived. The generous 
loving heart of the old days had not yet utterly perished. 

19. find his enemy] Get him into his power. Cp. xxiii. 17; Ps. 
xxi. 8. 

will he let him go well away] A negative answer is of course to be 
supplied. "No : yet thou hast done so to me : wherefore, &c.** 

20. I know welly &c.] See note on xviii. 9. And yet, knowing the 
Will of God, he resists it ! 

the kingdom of Israel shall be established in thine hand] A sad echo 
of Samuel's words to himself, "But now thy kingdom shall not be 
established" (xiii. 14). 

21. Swear now, &c.] Saul pledges his successor not to follow the 
barbarous Oriental custom. See on xx. 14. 
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of my Other's house. And David sware unto Saul. And » 
Saul went home ; but David aad his men gat them up unto 
the bold. 

Ch. XXV. I. SamueTs death and burial 
And Samuel died ; and all the Israelites were gathered 25 
together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at 
R^mah. And David arose, and went down to the wilder- 
ness of Paran. 

2 — 13. NaiaPs ckurlish behaviour to David 

And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions > 

were in Cannel; and the man was very great, and he 

had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and 

he was shearing his sheep in CarmeL Now the name 3 

n. pt tfum up tmto Ikt Md] Retnined to the bstnesses of Ea-gedl. ' 
Elipenence had proved that Sanl's repentAnce wai not to be Inuted. 

Cn. XXV. L Samuel's death and burial. 

1. a// (Ae ItraeUia, &c.] A public mourning was held u after the 
death of Moses (Deut. xxxiv. 8), and the whole na.tioQ met to do honour 
to him, who for well nigh etghty yeais had gone in and out anioiigst 
them aa Prophet, Judge, and CoonsidloT of the King, 

(M hu heuie\ Not actually in the bouse, which would have been 
inconsistent with the laws of ceremonial purity (Num. xiz. 16J, but in 
some court or garden attached to the house. Compare 1 Chr. xxxiii. 
2D with 1 Kings xxi. iS. The Mussulnum tradition places the prophet's 
tomb on the hill known as Nely Samuiil, five miles N.W. of Jenmlem, 

thi wiliUmia ef Faran\ A general name (or the great tract of desert 
south of Palestine, between tbe wilderness of Shur on the west, Edom 
on the east, and tbe wilderness of Sinai on the south. It was the abode 
of Isbmael (Gen. xxi. 1  ) ! the scene of tbe wanderings of the IsraeLtes ; 
and the place from which the spies were sent (Num. x. 11, xiii. 3). Tlie 
Sept. reads Maon, but the change is nDneceBsaiy, if we suppose the term 
Paran to be used with some latitude. 

3 — IS. Nasal's chdrlisk SBHAVTonK 1 

S. a man in Maen] Nabal's home was in the d 

possesmoDs {or, hii tnudnsM) about  mile to thi 

These places are mentioned t<^thet in Josh. xv. 55 



200 I. SAMUEL, XXV. [w. 4— iol 

of the man was Nabal ; and the name of his wife Abigail : 
and she was a woman of good understanding, and of a 
beautiful countenance : but the man was churlish and evil 

4 in his doings ; and he was of the house of Caleb. And 
David heard in the wilderness that Nabal did shear his 

s sheep. And David sent out ten young men, and David 
said unto the young men. Get you up to Carmel, and go to 

6 Nabal, and greet him in my name : and thus shall ye say 
to him that liveth in prosperiiy^ Peace be both to thee, and 
peace be to thine house, and peace be unto all that thou hast. 

7 And now I have heard that thou hast shearers : now thy 
shepherds which were with us, we hurt them not, neither 
was there ought missing unto them, all the while they were 

8 in Carmel. Ask thy young men, and they will shew thee. 
Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes : for 
we come in a good day : give, I pray thee, whatsoever 
cometh to thine hand unto thy servants, and to thy son 

9 David. And when David's young men came, they spake to 
Nabal according to all those words in the name of David, 

xo and ceased. And Nabal answered David's servants, and 
said. Who is David ? and who is the son of Jesse ? there be 
many servants now a days that break away every man from 

8. Nabal] The name means Fool, It is the word used in Ps. xiv. 
i; Prov. XXX. 22; &c. 

churlishi L^^* luurd. Cp. Mt. xxv. 34, where the same Greek word 
is used as in the Sept. here {ffK\Tip6s), 

of the house of Caleb] Who settled at Hebron (Josh. xv. 13). Cp. 
"the south of Caleb" in ch. xxx. 14. The Sept. rendering "dog-like** 
{pnnK6%\ referring to his character, is not to be followed. 

6. to him that liveth in prosperity] The meaning of the single Heb. 
word thus rendered is exceedingly obscure. It seems best to explain it 
as an exclamation, "Hail I** literally, "For life!** 

7. that thou hast shearers] Sheep-shearing was and still is an 
occasion of festivity. See 1 Sam. xiii. 23, 24. David*s message was 
not a demand for black-mail. He had done Nabal real service, by 
protecting his flocks from roving marauders, and he was entitled to 
recompence. " On such a festive occasion near a town or village, 
even in our own time, an Arab Sheikh of the neighbouring desert would 
hardly fail to put in a word, either in person or by message; and his mes- 
sage, both in form and substance, would be only the transcript of that of 
David.** Robinson, Bibl, Res, I. 498. 

8. a good day] A day of festivity and rejoicing. Cp. Esth. viii. 17. 
10. Who is David, &c.] Cp. Jud. ix. 28. 
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his master. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, « 
and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give // 
unto men, whom I know not whence they he 9 So David's » 
young men turned their way, and went again, and came 
and told him all those sayings. And David said unto his 23 
men, Gird you on every man his sword. And they girded 
on every man his sword; and David also girded on his 
sword : and there went up after David about four hundred 
men ; and two hundred abode by the stuff. 

1 4 — 2 2. AbigaiP s wise counsel. 

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, 14 
saying. Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilder- 
ness to salute our master; and he railed on them. But the 15 
men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither 
missed we any thing, as long as we were conversant with 
th^m, when we were in the fields : they were a wall unto us z6 
both by night and day, all the while we were with them 
keeping the sheep. Now therefore know and consider what 17 
thou wUt do ; for evil is determined against our master, and 
against all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, that 
a man cannot speak to him. Then Abigail made haste, xs 
and took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and 

11. my water] Perhaps water is specially mentioned because it is 
scarce in the district. Cp. Josh. xv. 19. The Sept. however has "wine." 

13. abocle by the stuff] Remained to guard their property. On 
"stuff" see X. aa : cp. xxx. 24. 

14 — 22. Abigail's wise counsel. 

14. to salute] Lit. to bless, as in ch. xiii. 10. Cp. 1 Kings iv. 29, 
and the form of salutation in i Sam. xv. 13. 

he railed on them] Lit. flew upon them; the same word as in xiv. 32. 

16. as long as we were conversant with them] Lit. all the days we 
went to and fro with them, "Conversant" from Lat. cowversari, to dwell 
or abide with, signifies "associated" or "living along with." 

16. a wall unto us] A defence against the predatory tribes of the 
desert. See Job i. 15, 17. 

17. such a son of Belial] Sn6li an evil man. See on i. 16. So 
wilful and obstinate that his servants dared not try to reason with him, 
but appealed to Abigail instead. 

18. Abigail made hcute, and took] A store of provisions was pre- 
pared for the shearing feast {v, 11). For the different items of the 
present compare 2 Sam xvi. i ; t Chr. xii. 40. 
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five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched com^ 
and an hundred dusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 

19 offigs^ and laid t?um on asses. And she said unto her ser- 
vants, Go on before me ; behold, I come after you. But 

ao she told not her husband Nabal. And it was sOy as she rode 
on the ass, that she came down by the covert of the hill, 
and behold, David and his men came down against her ; 

ai and she met them. Now David had said, Surely in vain 
have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so 
that nothing was missed of all that pertained unto him : and 

aa he hath requited me evil for good. So and more also do 
God unto the enemies of David, if I leave of all that pertain 
to him by the morning light any that pisseth against the wall. 

iiifo battles 0/ wine] Skins, holding a considerable quantity. Ziba 
only brought one "bottle" of wine for David in his flight {2 Sam. xvi. 
i). Those now used in the East are made of kid, goat, or ox skins, 
according to the size required. 

jfive Pleasures of parched com} See on xvii. 17. The "measure" 
(Heb. seaA) contained one third of an ephah. See on i. 24. Parched 
com was only a delicacy, which accounts for the comparatively small 
quantity. 

clusters of raisins] Lumps of dried grapes. The vineyards near 
Hebron still produce the largest and best grapes in all the country, and 
the finest of them are dried as raisins. Robinson's ^ti^/. Res. i. 114, 
II. 81. 

ccikes of figs] Figs dried and compressed. They still grow in abun- 
dance in the neighl^urhood of Hebron. 

20. came down by the covert of the hill] Abigail was apparently riding 
down a defile between two hills, which is called "the covert" (lit. "the 
secret place of the mountain "), because it was concealed from observa- 
tion. David's troop came down the opposite hill to meet her. "Covert " 
from Fr. couzfert meaas shelter, hiding-place. On "against" see ix. 14. 

21. Surely in vain] Only to be deceived and disappointed. The 
same word is used in Jer. iii. 23. 

pertained] i.e. belonged. "Pertain " is derived from Lat. pertineo^ 
through O. ¥1. partenir, Cp. ** appertain" from appartenir, 

22. unto the enemies of David] In the usual oath-formula the 
swearer invokes divine vengeance upon himself (xx. 13), or upon the 

Strson adjured (iii. 17). ksA so tne Sept. here; "So God do to 
avid." "The enemies of David" ma^ possibly be an euphemism, 
introduced by a corrector who was unwilhng to let David invoke ven- 
geance upon himself for an oath which he afterwards broke. Comp. 
the note on xx. 16. 

if I leave any, &c.] David vows that he will exterminate the 

family and not leave a single man alive. Cp. Deut. xx. 13. 
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23 — 31. AbigaiVs meeting with David. 

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off 23 
the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed her- 
self to the ground, and fell at his feet, and said. Upon me, 34 
my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine hand- 
maid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, as 
regard this man of Belial, even Nabal : for as his name i>, 
so is he ; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him : but I 
thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom 
thou didst send. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord £6 ' 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the Lord hath with- 
holden thee from coming to shed blood, ^xAfrom avenging 
thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and 
they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal. And now this 27 
blessing which thine handmaid hath brought unto my lord, 
let it even be given unto the young men that follow my 
lord. I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine handmaid : 28 

83—31. Abigail's meeting with David. 

23. lighted off the ass\ i.e. got down from, an old form of alighted. 
The Heb. word is different from that similarly translated in Josh. xv. 18, 
and simply means "to descend." 

84i and fell at his feet] Apparently she first prostrated herself and 
did the usual obeisance as soon as she saw David, while he was still some 
distance off, and then afterwards approached and knelt down at his feet 
in the posture of a suppliant to make her petition. 

26. Now therefore^ &c.] Render, And now, my lord, as Jebovab 
liveth, and \sj the life of thy soul, surely Jehovah hath wlthholden 
thee from coming into blood-guiltiness, and saving thsrself with 
thine own hand. And now let thine enemies, &c. Abigail solemnly 
affirms that it is God who by her means has restrained David from com- 
mitting a great crime. She feels at once that she has gained her point, 
and clenches the matter by putting the whole question in the most 
solenm light. 

let thine enemies he as Niabal] As foolish, and consequently as 

little able to injure thee. In view of Nabal's fate, the words are almost 
prophetic. 

27. this blessing^ So a complimentary present is styled in ch. xxx. 36> 
Cp. Gen. xxxiii. 1 1 ; 2 Cor. ix. 5 (6^X07^0, as here in the Sept.). 

unto the young men"] She does not presume to offer it for David's 
own use. 

28. the trespass of thine handmaid "] She takes the blame of the 
wrong done to David upon herself, as in v. 74. 
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for the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house ; 
because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and evil 

09 hath not been found in thee all thy days. Yet a man is 
risen to pursue thee, and to seek thy soul : but the soul of 
my lord shall be bound in the bundle of life with the Lord 
thy God ; and the souls of thine enemies, them shall he 

30 sling out as out of the middle of a sling. And it shall come 
to pass, when the Lord shall have done to my lord accord- 
ing to all the good that he hath spoken concerning thee, 

3x and shall have appointed thee ruler over Israel ; that this 
shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence of heart unto my 

for the Lord, &c.] Abigail grounds her request on the conviction 
that David wiU succeed to the kingdom, when, as she points out in 
w, 30, 31, such an act of violence as he was minded to commit would 
be a burden on his conscience. Her conviction rests (i) on the fact that 
he has proved himself the champion of Jehovah's people (see on xviii. 
17) ; (i) on his blameless life. Doubtless the nation was dready anxiously 
looking forward to David as its future king. 

will certainly make my lord a sure house] Will establish him and his 
posterity on the throne. For the phrase see ii. 35 ; and compare the 
promise in 1 Sam. vii. 16. The same epithet is applied to David him- 
self in xxii. 14 (E. y, faithful)* 

evU hath not been found in thee] Cp. xxiv. 11; Ps. vii. 3. David's 
generous and winning character was in sharp contrast to Saul's jealous 
suspicion and mad cruelty. 

29. Vet a man, &c.] Better, And thongli men have arisen yet 

tbe 8onl of my lord sliaU be bound np in the bundle of the living:. 
The figure is taken from the practice of binding up valuables in a ba|; or 
bundle. Cp. Gen. xlii. 35. Of course the immediate reference is only 
to the safe preservation of David's temporal life. 

shall he sling- out, &c.] A vigorous metaphor to express total rejec- 
tion. Cp. Jer. X. 18. 

the middle of a sling] Lit. ihepan or hollow in which the stone was 
placed. The marginal rendering " bought " means ** the dowed or bent 
part of a sling on which the stone was placed." See the Bidle Word- 
Book, p. 73. 

80. appointed thee ruler\ The same Heb. words are used in xiii. 14, 
where the £. V. has "commanded him to be captain." Cp. also ix. 16, 

X. I. 

Abigail's prudence, and her familiarity with the true idea of the 
theocratic king which was to be realised in David, suggest that she may 
have received instruction from Samuel, or some other prophet. Cp. 
3 Kings iv. 8 ff. 

81. grief] The Heb. word, which occurs nowhere else, probably means 
BtumbUnff-block. Such a crime as David had meditated would have 
remained as an obstacle in the way of his enjoying a clear conscience. 
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lord, either that thou hast shed blood causeless, or that my 
lord hath avenged himself: but when the Lord shall have 
dealt well with my lord, then remember thine handmaid. 

3 2 — 35* David* s favourable answer. 

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord God of s^ 
Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me : and blessed be 33 
thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this 
day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself 
with mine own hand. For in very deed, as the Lord God 34 
of Israel liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, 
except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there 
had not been left unto Nabal by the morning light any that 
pisseth against the wall. So David received of her hand 35 
thai which she had brought him, and said unto her, Go up 
in peace to thine house ; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, 
and have accepted thy person. 

36 — 38. NabaPs death. 

And Abigail came to Nabal ; and behold, he held a feast 36 
in his house, like the feast of a king ; and Nabal's heart was 
merry within him, for he was very drunken : wherefore she told 
him nothing, less or more, untU the morning light But it 37 
came to pass in the morning, when the wine was gone out 

88 — 36. David*s favourable answer. 

82. Blessed be the Loxd] David rightly recognises that the inter- 
vention of Providence has saved him from a foolish and wicked revenge. 
Compare his prayer in Ps. xix. 13. There is no lack of faults in David's 
life, and this outburst of passion was one of them; but with all his faults 
he had that spirit of genuine repentance which makes it possible for men 

** To rise on stepping-stones 
Of their dead selves to higher things." 

88. advicel Better, dlacretion. 

/rom coming to shed d/ood] From coming Into Mood-gnlltineBg, as 
in V, 26. 

86. have accepted thy person\ Here in a good sense = I have granted 
thy petition. Cp. Gen. xix. 31. 

86—88. Nabal's death. 

86. a feast,.. like the feast of a king\ His shearing-revel (cp. 2 Sam. 
xiii, 13) was on a scale of regal luxury. 
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of Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his 

38 heart died within him, and he became as a stone. And it 
came to pass about ten days after^ that the Lord smote 
Nabal, that he died. 

39 — 44* David* s marriage with Abigail. 

39 And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, 
Blessed be the Lord, that hath pleaded the cause of my re- 
proach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant 
from evil: for the Lord hath returned the wickedness of Nabal 
upon his own head. And David sent and communed with 

40 Abigail, to take her to him to wife. And when the servants 
of David were come to Abigail to Carmel, they spake 
unto her, saying, David sent us unto thee, to take thee 

4x to him to wife. And she arose, and bowed herself on 
her face to the earth, and said. Behold, let thine handmaid 
be a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord. 

43 And Abigail hasted, and rose, and rode upon an ass, with 
five damsels of hers that went after her ; and she went after 

43 the messengers of David, and became his wife. David also 

87. €md his wife, &c.] Better, tbat Ills wlfs told blm...uid bis 
liaart died, &c. An outburst of passion on hearing that his wiU had 
been thwarted brought on a fit of apoplexy, in which he lingered on 
insensible for ten days, until 

88. the Lord smote Nabal] His death was a divine judgment none 
the less that a partly natural cause may be assigned for it in his intem- 
perance and passion. For " smote " comp. the use of the same word in 
ch. zxvi. 10, and 2 Chr. xiii. ao (E. V. struck), 

80— 4ft. David's marriage with Abigail. 

88. pleaded the cause, &c.] Exacted from Nabal a due penalty for 
the injury he did me. Cp. xxiv. 15. In those days godly men looked 
for visible judgments upon the wicked in this world, and rejoiced in 
them as a vmdication of God's righteous government. 

haih kept his servant from eml, &c.] The £. V. misses the striking 
contrast between David and Nabal. Render, bath restraiiiAd hlB ser- 
vant flrom wlekednesa, Imt the wickedness of HalMJ liatb Jehovah 
retained upon his own head. 

41. and bowed herself &C.] With the obsequiousness characteristic 
of Oriental nations, she expresses her devotion both by gesture and word. 
'' Wailing the feet " lUce " loosing the shoe-latchet " (Mk. i. 7) was the 
service of the meanest slaves. 
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took Ahinoam of Jezreel ; and they were also both of them 
his wives. But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David's 44 
wife, to Phalti the son of Laish, which was of Gallim. 

Ch. XXVI. I — 4. SauPs renewed pursuit of David, 

And the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth 26 
not David hide himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is 
before Jeshimon ? Then Saul arose, and went down to the 3 
wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of 
Israel with him, to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which is before 3 
Jeshimon, by the way. But David abode in the wilderness, 
and he saw that Saul came after him into the wilderness. 
David therefore sent out spies, and understood that Saul 4 
was come in very deed. 

48. too]i\ Had taken, before his marriage with Abigail. Ahinoam 
stands first in the list of his wives in 1 Sam. iii. 3. 

of Jezreel] A city in the mountains of Judah near Carmel and Juttah. 
See Josh. xv. 55, 50. 

44. Saul had given Michal] Probably he did it when David fled, 
to mark the completeness of the breach between them. David after- 
wards compelled rhalti (or Phaltiel) to restore him Michal (1 Sam. 
m. 15). 

Gallim] Only referred to again in Is. x. 30, from which passage it 
appears that it was between Gibeah and Jerusalem. The name of Phalti's 
father Laish was probably derived from the place Laish mentioned 
in the same verse. 

Ch. XXVI. 1 — 4. Saul*s renewed pursuit of David. 

1. And the Ziphites came] On the theory that this is only another 
account of the incidents related in xxiii. 19 — xxiv. 33, see Note VII. 
p. 343. The view there taken that the narratives refer to di£ferent events, 
is assumed in the notes. 

Ps. Uv. is referred by its title either to this occasion or to that of 
xxiii. 19 ff. 

the hill of Hachilah] See on xxiii. 19. 

is before Jeshimon] LoOketli towards the Waste. See on xxiii. 19, 
where the position of the hill of Hachilah is more particularly defined as 
" on the south of the Waste." 

2. three thousand chosen men] Cp. xxxv. 2. This was the number 
of his standing army. See xiii. a. 

8. fy the way] Close to some well-known high road. Cp. xxiv. 3. 
hi saw] i.e. perceived or learned. Cp. xxiii. 15. 
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5 — 12. SauPs life again in David* s power. 

s And David arose, and came to the place where Saul 
had pitched: and David beheld the place where Saul 
lay, and Abner the son of Ner, the captain of his host : 
and Saul lay in the trench, and the people pitched round 

6 about him. Then answered David and said to Ahimelech 
the Hittite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother 
to Joab, saying, Who will go down with me to Saul to 
the camp? And Abishai said, I will go down with thee. 

7 So David and Abishai came to the people by night : and 
behold, Saul lay sleeping within the trench, and his spear 
stuck in the ground at his bolster: but Abner and the 

8 people lay round about him. Then said Abishai to David, 

6 — ^12. Saul's life again in David's power. 

6. in the trencK\ See on xvii. ao. The Sept. rendering "in a 
chariot " is a mistake. 

6. Ahimelech the Hittite\ Not mentioned elsewhere. Uriah was 
also a Hittite. The Hittites, or descendants of Heth, the second son of 
Canaan, occupied Kiriath-Arba, afterwards called Hebron, in the days 
of Abraham (Gen. xxiii. 3 ff.). Esau married Hittite wives (Gen. scxvi. 
34). The Hittites are repeatedly mentioned as one of the nations 
inhabiting the land of Canaan, which were to be driven out by the 
Israelites (Josh. iii. 10). It is now known that a branch of the Hittites 
established an extremely powerful empire to the north of Syria, the 
chief centres of which were Carchemish on the Euphrates, ana Kadesh 
on the Orontes. It was strong enough to threaten Assyria on the one 
hand and Egypt on the other, and lasted from the sixteenth century B.C. 
until it was destroyed by the Assyrians in the eighth century. Allusions 
to the '* kings of the Hittites " are found in i Kings x. 29; a Kings vii. 
6. Our chief information about them is derived from Assyrian and 
Egyptian inscriptions. 

Abishai the son of Zeruiahf brother to yoab] The first mention of 
David*s valiant but hard-hearted nephews, the sons of his sister Zeruiah, 
who plav such an important part in his lustory. Abishai distinguished 
himself by saving David's lue in one of his Philistine wars {2 Sam. 
xxi. 17); shared me command of the army with his brother Joab (3 Sam. 
X. 10), and with him was implicated in the murder of Abner (a Sam. iii. 
30) ; in Absalom's rebellion both of them remained fruthfiil to David 
(3 Sam. xvi. 9, xviii. 2), but Joab, like Abiathar, supported Adonijah, 
and was put to death by Solomon's order (i Kings i. 7, ii. 18 — 34). 

7» to the people\ i.e. to Saul's army. Cp. xiv. 45. 

his sfear\ See on xviii. 10. 

at hts bolster\ At his head; and so in w. 11 and 16. Cp. xix. 13. 
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God hath delivered thine enemy into thine hand this day : 
now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with the spear 
even to the earth at once, and I will not smite him the 
second time. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not: 9 
for who can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's 
anointed, and be guiltless ? David said furthermore, As zo 
the Lord liveth, the Lord shall smite him ; or his day shall 
come to die ; or he shall descend into battle, and perish. 
The Lord forbid that / should stretch forth mine hand xx 
against the Lord's anointed : but, I pray thee, take thou 
now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of water, 
and let us go. So David took the spear and the cruse of la 
water from Saul's bolster ; and they gat them away, and no 
man saw /V, nor knew it, neither awaked : for they were all 
asleep; because a deep sleep from the Lord was fallen upon 
them. 

13 — 25. David* s final expostulation with Saul. 

Then David went over to the other side, and stood on the «3 
top of a hill afar off; a great space being between them : and x4 
David cried to the people, and to Abner the son of Ner, 
saying, Answerest thou not, Abner ? Then Abner answered 
and said. Who art thou that criest to the king ? And David n 

8. hath delivered] Lit. shut up^ as in xxiv. 18. 

at once] Not ''immediately/' but "wltb one strcdce.'* 

10. Davut said, &c.] And David said, Nay, but Jebovah diaU 
strike Mm, &c. The person of the anointed king is inviolable : his life 
is in Jehovah's hands. It may be ended eithier {a) by a sudden stroke, 
such as that which smote Nabal (xxv. 38) ; or (6) by a natural death ; or 
{c) by death in battle; but violent hands may not be laid upon him with 
impunity. 

11. cruse] A small cup or jar. The word is found in Icelandic, 
Danish, and other languages, and is probably akin to crach and crucible. 

12. from Sauls bolster] Tnaxi Saul's head. 

a deep sleep] The word is used especially of supematuralfy caused 
sleep, as in Gen. ii. 21, xv. 12. 

18 — ^26. David's final expostulation with Saul. 

18. a great space being between them] This precaution indicates that 
David trusted Saul less now than upon the former occasion. Cp. v. 11, 

14. that criest to the king] The Sept. omits "to the king;" but the 
Vulg. gives the sense rightly; ''Who art thou that criest and disturbest 
the king?" 

I. SAMUEL 14 
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said to Abner, Art not thou a valiant man ? and who is like 
to thee in Israel ? wherefore then hast thou not kept thy 
lord the king? for there came one of the people in to destroy 

x6 the king thy lord. This thing is not good that thou hast 
done. As the Lord liveth, ye are worthy to die, because 
ye have not kept your master, the Lord's anointed. And 
now see where the king's spear tr, and the cruse of water 

z7 that was at his bolster. And Saul knew David's voice, and 
said. Is this thy voice, my son David ? And David said, // 

z8 is my voice, my lord, O king. And he said. Wherefore doth 
my lord thus pursue after his servant? for what have I done? 

Z9 or what evil is in mine hand ? Now therefore, I pray thee, 
let my lord the king hear the words of his servant. If the 
Lord have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an 
offering : but if they be the children of men, cursed be they 
before the Lord; for they have driven me out this day from 



10. a [valiant] man] Heb. simply, a man, i.e. one worthy of the name. 

who is like to thee in Israel] Abner was evidently the most powerful 
man in Saul's court. His course of action after Saul*s death shews 
plamly the influence he had gained. 

kept] i.e. kept guard over. 

16. worthy to die] Lit. sons of death, Cp. xx. 31. 

17. Said knew David's voice] It was still too dark to see him at a 
distance. SauFs question is the same as in xxiv. 16, but there it stands 
in quite a di£ferent connexion. 

18. And he said, &c.] With David's speech here compare that in 
xxiv. 9 ff. Here he affirms his innocence indirectly by challenging Saul 
to give his reasons for persecuting him : there he appeals directly to his 
having spared Saul's lite as a proof of his loyalty. 

19. If the LoRDf &c.] Saul may be acting as the executioner of a 
divine punishment. In that case David desires to obtain pardon by a 
propitiatory offering. This seems the obvious explanation. But accord- 
mg to the view of many commentators, David suggests that this perverse 
persecution is the consequence of the evil spirit continuing to vex Saul 
as a punishment for his sin, and advises him to seek the removal of it 
by an expiatory sacrifice. 

In the language of the O. T. God is sometimes said to incite or com- 
mand men to do acts in themselves evil. See i Sam. xvi. 11, xxiv. i. 
The Hebrew mind was profoundly impressed with the great truth of the 
universal soverei^ty of God, and regarding Him as the Cause of all 
things, did not distmguish, as we do, between what is caused or com" 
manded^ and what is permitted by Him. 

let him accept an offering] Lit. snull, Cp. Gen. viii. ai. 

if they be tie children of men] See on xxiv. 9. 
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abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, sapng, Go, serve 
other gods. Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the w 
earth before the face of the Lord: for the king of Israel is 
come out to seek a flea, as when one doth hunt a partridge 
in the mountains. Then said Saul, I have sinned : return, ai 
my son David: for I will no more do thee harm, because my 
soul was precious in thine eyes this day : behold, I have 
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. And David 22 
answered and said, Behold, the king's spear ; and let one of 
the young men come over and fetch it. The Lord render 2^ 
to every man his righteousness and his faithfulness : for the 

Jrom abiding in, &c.] From being associated with the people of 
Israel who are Jehovah's inheritance (x. i). The word "to-day** is 
emphatic : as much as to say, 'It has at last come to this that I must 
flee the country : and such a banishment is tantamount to bidding me go 
serve false gods, for it is only in the land of promise and at the place 
which He has chosen that Jehoi^ manifests Himself and can be wor- 
shipped.' Cp. note on x. 3. 

20. de/are the face of the Lord] Slay me not, lest Jehovah avenge 
my blood upon thee. 6ut it is possible to render "fiir from the pre- 
sence of Jehovah :'* i.e. let me not die a violent death in a heathen land : 
and this suits the context better. 

ajied] A single flea. Cp. xxiv. 14. The Sept. however reads instead, 
perhaps rightly, "my life.*' 

apartruige\ "David alludes to the mode of chase practised now as 
of old, when the partridge continuously chased was at length, when 
fatigued, knocked down by sticks thrown along the ground. It must 
be remembered that both tiie species of partridge common in the Holy 
Land, unlike our bird, endeavour to save themselves by running in 
preference to flight, unless when suddenly started ; that they are not 
inhabitants of plains or cornfields but of rocky hill-sides." The Hebrew 
name means "caller,** from "its ringing call-note, which in early 
morning echoes from cliff' to cliff' alike amidst the barrenness of the 
wilderness of Judaea, and in the glens of the forest of Carmel.** Tristram, 
Natural History of the BibUt p. 325. 

David means to say that the King of Israel's pursuit of him is alto- 
gether unworthy of his dignity. 

21. I have sinned, &c.] Compare and contrast xxiv. 16 ff*. 

22. Jet one of the young men^ &c.] For he durst not now venture to 
put himself in Saul*s power, as he appears to have done upon the former 
occasion. Cp. v. 13. 

28. The Lord render, &c.] Better, shall render. In xxiv. 19 the 
equivalent of these words is put into Saul*s mouth. David is not sound- 
ing his own praises, but as before (xxiv. 11) declaring his confidence 
that God will eventually recompense him for his upright and loyal 
behaviour. Cp. Ps. vii. 8, xviii. 10, 

14—2 
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Lord delivered thee into my hand to day, but I would not 
84 stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed. And 
behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine eyes, 
so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and 
*5 let him deliver me out of all tribulr.don. Then Saul said to 
David, Blessed be thou, my son David : thou shalt both do 
great things, and also shaft still prevail So David went on 
his way, and Saul returned to his place. 

Ch. XXVII. I — 7. David^s flight to Achish^ and residence 

at ^klag. 

27 And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day 
by the hand of Saul : there is nothing better for me than 
that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philis- 
tines ; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in 

a any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand. And 
David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred men 
that were with him unto Achish, the son of Maoch, king of 

3 Gath. And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his 



24. was muck set by\ For the expression cp. xvHi. 30, though a 
difTerent Heb. word is used here: lit. "was great." 
deliver me out ofaU tribulation^ Cp. Ps. xxxiv. 17 ; liv. 7. 
26. to hisplace\ i.e. to his home. Cp. iL 30* 

Ch. XXVIL 1 — ^7. David's flight to Achish, and residence 

AT ZIKLA6. 

1. into the land of the Philistines] The result anticipated in xxvi. 
19 has come to pass. David is forced to seek refuge in a heathen 
land. The circumstances of this flight are entirely different from those 
related in xxi. 10 fll Then the solitary fugitive, recognised as the 
slayer of Goliath, narrowly escaped losing his life; now the outlaw 
leader of a band of stalwart warriors is welcomed as an ally. He 
entered the kill's service as an independent chieftain^ like an 
Italian Condottiere of the middle ages. 

Traces of this residence at Gath may be observed in the attachment 
of Ittai the Gittite to David (a Sam. xv. 19); and possibly the Gittitk, 
mentioned in the title to Ps. viii., was an instrument or a melody brought 
from Gath. 

2. Achish, the son of Maoch] If he was the same as the Achish of 
xxi. 10, and the Achish son of Maachah of i Kings ii. 59, he must 
have reigned some fifty years. But more probably the same name was 
borne by different individuals. 
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men, every man with his household, even David with his two 
wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Canneli- 
tess, Nabal's wife. And it was told Saul that David was 4 
fled to Gath : and he sought no more again for him. And s 
David said unto Achish, If I have now found grace in thine 
eyes, let them give me a place in some town in the country, 
that I may dwell there : for why should thy servant dwell in 
the royal dty with thee ? Then Achish gave him Ziklag 6 
that day: wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of 
Judah unto this day. And tlie time that David dwelt in 7 
the country of the Philistines was a full year and four 
months. 

8 — 12. David* s raids upon neighbouring tribes. 
And David and his men went up, and invaded thes 

8. iifery man with his household] Cp. ch. xxx. 3 ff. ; 2 Sam. ii. 3. 

6. in some town in the country] In oue of me provincial cities 
as distinguished from the metropolis Gath. 

why should thy servant dwells &c.] He wished for a more inde- 
pendent position, where he might be less exposed to the jealousy of 
the Philistine lords, and have free opportunity for ruling and or- 
ganizing his followers. 

6. Ziklag] One of the cities in the Negeb or ** South Country," 
originally assigned to Judah (Josh. xv. 31), but transferred to Simeon 
(Jcih. xix. 5), and either never occupied by them or reconquered by 
the Philistines. Its site has not been identified, but was probably 
somewhere W. or N. W. of Beersheba, next to which it is mentioned 
in Neh. xi. 28. 

Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of Judah unto this day] This 
note from the hand of the compiler indicates that the book was com- 
posed after the separation of the kingdom of Judah from the kingdom 
of Israel, and before the Captivity. Ziklag was, so to speak, one of 
the crown estates of the royal house. 

7. a full year and four months] The Sepik. reading " four months " 
is improbable, though the Heb. might be rendered " a space of time, 
even four months.'' Ch. xxix. 3 implies a much longer residence. " In 
this city David laid the foimdation of his kingdom. Here he could 
already rule with greater freedom and independence, collect fugitives 
and deserters around him in larger and larger numbers, send or receive 
embassies like a prince ii Sam. xxx. 2(>-~3i), and as a ruler over 
soldiers and peaceable citizens rehearse, on a smaU scale, those arts 
by which he afterwards acquired and maintained his great kingdom." 
Ewald, ffist. of Israel^ III. loi. Here a band of archers and slingers 
from Saul's own tribe joined him, together with men from the southern 
towns of Judah, and from Manasseh (i Chr. xii. i — 7, 20 — 22). 



214 I. SAMUEL, XXVII. [w. 9, la 

Geshurites, and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites: for those 
nations were of old the inhabitants of the land as thou goest 

9 to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. And David smote 
the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and took 
away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the 
camels, and the apparel, and returned, and came to Achish. 

xo And Achish said. Whither have ye made a road to day ? 

8—12. David's raids upon neighbouring tribes. 

8. the Ceshurites\ A tribe dwelling south of Philistia near the 
Amalekites (see Josh. xiii. 2), to be distinguished from the Geshurites 
in Syria (9 Sam. xv. 8). 

the Gestrites\ These cannot be the inhabitants of Gezer (Josh. x. 
33), which was far away from the scene of David's operations. The 
written text {JCthtbh) as distinguished from the traditional reading 
(Qr/) has Genites. It has been conjectured that this was an ancient 
^ab tribe which at one time wandered up northwards and gave its 
name to Mount Gerizim ; as their neighbours the Amalekites left traces 
of former migrations in the name ** the mountain of the Amalekites *' 
in the territory of Ephraim (Jud. xii. 15). 

the AmaUkitesI Such remnants of them as had escaped from Saul's 
sword. See on xv. 8. 

those nations were of old ^ &c.] If the text is right, the E.V. gives 
the general sense correctly. The allusion to their ancient occupation 
of the district may be inserted with reference to the Amalekite attack 
upon Israel in the march from Egypt (Ex. xvii. 8 ff.). But the Heb. is 
obscure, and possibly should be emended so as to give the sense, '*for 
these nations mhabited the land from Telem until thou comest to Shur, 
and unto the land of Egypt." Telem would be mentioned as the 
southernmost city of Israel. See on xv. 4. 

9. the sheep ^ &c,'\ In which the wealth of nomad tribes consists. Cp. 
XV. 3, &c. ; Job i. 3. " We rode through five large Arab camps, and 
every hill-side and valley was filled with thousands of sheep, goats, 
oxen, asses, and camels." Tristram, Land of Israel^ p. 532. 

returned and came to Achish] After these expeditions he reported 
himself to Achish at Oath, and handed over to him the covenanted 
share of the plunder. It is to be inferred that Achish expected David 
to pay a kind of tribute, as well as to render personal service in war 
(xxviii. i). 

10. fVhither] The Heb. word does not mean whither, and must 
be emended. It is best to follow the Sept. and Vulg. in reading 
"against whom." 

have ye made a road] The same word as that translated "invaded " 
in V, 8. " Road " means a plundering excursion or raid, from A.-S. 
rdd, 2l riding. Compare the compound in-road. "Him hee named, 
who at that time was absent, making roades upon the Lacedemonians." 
Sidney's Arcadia- 
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And David said, Against the south of Judah, and against the 
south of the Jerahmeelites, and against the south of the 
Kenites. And David saved neither man nor woman alive, to xt 
bring tidings to Gath, sa)dng, Lest they should tell on us, 
saying, So did David, and so will be his manner all the while 
he dwelleth in the country of the Philistines. And Achish la 
believed David, saying, He hath made his people Israel 
utterly to abhor him ; therefore he shall be my servant for 
ever. 

Ch. XXVIII. I, 2. David forced to Join the Philistine army. 

And it came to pass in those days, that the Philistines 28 
gathered their armies together for warfare, to fight with 
Israel. And Achish said unto David, Know thou assuredly, 
that thou shalt go t)ut with me to battle, thou and thy men. 

the yerahmeelite5\ Descendants of Jerahmeel the son of Hezron 
(i Chr. ii. 9, 25), who were settled on the southern frontier of Judah, 
apparently as an independent tribe. Cp. xxx. 29. 

the ICenites] Who were in alliance with the Israelites. See on xv. 6. 

11. And David said^ &c.] The tribes which David really plundered 
must evidently have lived in the neighbourhood of the southern boun- 
dary of Judah, so that he could represent his expeditions as made 
against his own countrymen and their allies, not, as was the fact, 
against allies of the Philistines. David's falsehoods are not of course 
to be judged by the Christian standard of morality. 

to bring tidings to Gath] Rather, to brlnfi: them to Oath, as 
prisoners. Such barbarity was nothing strange at the time, and David 
did not rise above the practice of his contemporaries. 

tell on us] ** On " used as we now use ''of* is common in Shakes- 
peare : e.g. Macbeth, A. i. Sc. 3 : 

''Or have we eaten on the insane root 
That takes the reason prisoner?** 

and so will be his manner, &c.] Render, "and so was his manner 
all the while he dwelt in the country of the Philistines.*' A full stop 
must be placed after David, and the following words taken as a remark 
of the historian. Cp. v» 7. 

12. Achish believed David] Connect v. 12 with v, 10. Achish 
believed that David had brought himself into ill odour (see on xiii. 
4) with his own countrymen by his attacks on them, and would now 
be his permanent vassal. 

Ch. XXVIII. 1, 2. David forced to join the Philistine army. 

1. in those days] While David was at Ziklag, as related in the 
previous chapter. 
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9 And David said to Achish, Surely thou shalt know what 
thy servant can do. And Achish said to David, Therefore 
will I make thee keeper of mine head for ever. 

3 — 14. Saul resorts to the witch of Endor, 

3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, 
and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul 
had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, 

4 out of the land. And the Philistines gathered themselves 
together, and came and pitched in Shunem: and Saul 

a. Surety thou shalt know] Better, HiArefsre now iluJft thou 
know ; reading ftow for thou with the Sept and Vulg. David's answer is 
designedly ambiguous. He is placed in a perplexing dilemma. It 
seems as though he must either J^ht i^dnst his own nation, or appear 
felse to his liege lord Achish. The difficulty was providentially solved 
by the suspicion of the Philistine princes (xxix. 3 £f.). 

heep^r of mine head\ Captain of his body-guard. Achish accepts 
David's answer as a precession oi loyalty. 

S— 14. Saul resorts to the witch of Endor. 

8. Nffw Samuel, &c.] From v. 3 to the end of the chapter is an 
independent narrative, v, 3 states by way of introduction certain 
facts as the key to the incidents about to be related : (i) the death and 
burial of Samud (xxv. i); (1) SauFs expulsion of the soothsayers. 
This he probably did in the early part of his reign. An allusion to 
it may be traced in xv. 23. It was in accordance with the Law. See 
Lev. xix. 31, XX. 37; Deut. xviii. 10 ff. 

those thai had familiar spirits^ The Hebrew word Ob signifies (i) the 
demon or spirit supposed to speak through the necromancer ; (2) the 
possessor of such a spirit. It is generally rendered by the Sept. " ven- 
triloquist *' (^YYaffrpLtivOos), probably because the spirit was supposed to 
speak from the necromancer's belly, not as some suppose, because ven- 
triloquists abused their powers for imposing upon the credulous. 

the wizards] Wizard, connected with ttdt and wise, is an exact equi- 
valent of the Heb. word, which means "a knowing one:" one who is 
supposed to possess a knowledge of the future by mysterious means. 

4. the Philistines gathered themselves together] This was no border 
foray, but a gathering of the whole force of the confederacy, as is clear 
from v» I and xxix. i — 4, for a decisive struggle with Israel. They 
marched northwards along the coast to the plain of Esdraelon, the great 
battle-field of Palestine, where their chariots and horsemen could move 
freely. 

in Shunem] Now Sdlam, on the S.W. slope of the range called 
Little Hermon {Meby DHhy), opposite Jezreel and Mount Gilboa, hav- 
ing the deep broad valley of Tezreel between, and overlooking the whole 
western plam to Carmel. Shunem is elsewhere mentioned as the abode 
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gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 
And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, s 
and his heart greatly trembled. And when Saul inquired 6 
of the Lord, the Lord answered him not, neither by dreams, 
nor by Urim, nor by prophets. Then said Saul unto his 7 

of Abishag (i Kings i. 3), and the home of the woman who entertained 
Elisha (a Kings iv. 8 ff.). 

in Gilboa] A mountainous tract on the E. of the (^ain of Esdraelon. 
It is now called yehel FukOa, but the ancient name is still preserved in 
the village oijelbdn^ situated on the top of the mountain. 

6. hewasc^aid] The consciousness that "the Spirit of Jehovah 
had departed m>m him " made the once brave king a coward. 

6. when Saul inquired of the Loxn] In i Chr. x. 13, 14 it is said 
that " Saul died... for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to 
inquire of it, and inquired not of the Lord.** The contradiction is only 
in appearance. Instead of humbling himself in penitence for the sin 
which he knew must be withholdii^ the Divine answer (xiv. 37), and 
persevering in his inquiry, he resorted to a plan which was tantamount to 
apostasy from Jehovah. 

answered him not] See Prov. i. i\ — 30. 

by dreams] A recognised method of divine communications to man 
(Num. xii. 6). 

by Urim] Since Abiathar had carried off the Ephod with the Urim 
and Thummim when he fled from Nob, it would tLpjpeax that Saul had 
had a new Ephod made, and appointed a high-priest in the room of 
Ahimelech. This conjecture is supported by the double high-priesthood 
of Zadok and Abiathar in David's reign {2 Sam. viii. 17, &c.), which 
may be accounted for by supposing that David allowed Zadok to retain 
the office to which Saul had elevated him. 

The following points may be noted with respect to the obscure ques- 
tion of the CTrim, or Urim and Thummim, For a full discussion see 
Smith's Diet, of the Bible. 

(a) The name signifies The Light and the Perfeetim (or the Truth), 
the words being 'plurals of excellence.' 

(b) It denotes certain material objects, placed inside the breastplate of 
judgment which formed part of the high-priest's Ephod (Ex. xxviii. 30). 
There are no directions for making Uiem ; it is implied that they were 
already in existence. 

(r) The purpose of this mysterious instrument is dear. It was a 
means by which the will of Jehovah was ascertained through the high- 
priest. The present passage is the only mention by name of its use 
after the entry into Canaan, though it is implied in ch. xiv. 3, 18, xxiii. 
a, 9, XXX. 7, 8 ; 1 Sam. xxi. i. After the Captivity it became a pro- 
verbial expression with reference to questions of special difficulty that 
th^ must wait for solution ''until there stood up a priest with Urim 
and Thummim " (Ezra ii. 63 ; Neh. vii. 65). 

[d) The origin of the Urim and Thummim was not improbably 
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servants. Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that 
I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said 
to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit 

8 at En-dor. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other 
raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they 
came to the woman by night : and he said, I pray thee, 
divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, 

9 whom I shall name unto thee. And the woman said unto 
him. Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he 
hath cut off those that have familiar spirits, and the wizards, 



Egyptian. A plausible conjecture connects them with the symbol of 
Truui worn by the priest-judges of Egypt, and the symbol of Light worn 
by members of the priestly caste. 

(i) ^ The method of use must remain an enigma. The most probable 
theories are either (i) that they were consecrated objects by gazing on 
which the high-priest passed into a state of spiritual ecstasy, and purified 
from selfish and worldly thoughts became receptive of a supernatural 
illumination : or (3) that they were a special means of casting lots. Cp. 
note on xiv. 41. 

by prophets\ Cp. ix. 6, xxii. 5, for instances of counsel given through 
prophets. The same three methods of inquiry are mentioned in Hom. 
//. I. 61 : 

"But seek we first some prophet or some priest, 
Or some wise vision-seer, since visions too 
From Zeus proceed." 

7. that hath a familiar spirit"] Lit. " possessor of an Ob,*'' See on 
V, 3, and cp. Acts xvi. 16. Cp. Virg. Aen. vii. 311 : 

"Flectere si nequeo superos, Acheronta movebo." 

" If heaven bends not, I wiU stir hell beneath." 

£n-^lor]=/ountain of the dwellings was on the northern slope of the 
Little Hermon {Neby Di^hy)^ where the viUage of End6r still marks the 
site. It was famous as the scene of Sisera*s defeat and death (Ps. 
Ixxxiii. 10). 

8. they came to the woman by night] It was an adventurous journey. 
They had to pass over the shoulder of the hill on which the Philistines 
were encamped, and traverse a distance of not less than ten or twelve 
miles. The darkness around was a fit emblem of the darkness in Saul's 
soul. Cp. John xiii. 30, and Augustine's comment "Nox erat, et ipse 
qui exivit erat nox," (It was night, and he who went forth was night). 

bring me him up^ &c.] A more precise definition of the method of 
divination **by 03." Cp. Deut. xviii. 10, 11. Probably Saul expected 
to hear a voice, but not to see a form. Necromancy was practised 
among the Greeks and other heathen nations. There was a femous 
oracle of this kind on the River Acheron in Epirus (yeirvo/uai^€?oy). 
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out of the land : wherefore then layest thou a snare for my 
life, to cause me to die ? And Saul sware to her by the » 
Lord, saying, As the Lord liveth, there shall no punish- 
ment happen to thee for this thing. Then said the woman, h 
Whom shall I bring up unto thee ? And he said, Bring me 
up Samuel And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried xa 
with a loud voice : and the woman spake to Saul, saying, 
Why hast thou deceived me ? for thou art Saul. And the 13 
king said unto her. Be not afraid : for what sawest thou ? 
And the woman said unto Saul, I saw gods ascending out 
of the earth. And he said unto her. What form is he of? X4 
And she said, An old man cometh up ; and he is covered 
with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and 
he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself. 

15 — 19. Samud pronounces SauVs doom. 
And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, 15 

11. Bring me up Samuel] From SAeot, the realm of departed 
spirits, which is always spoken of as beneath the earth. The nature of 
the transaction here recorded is discussed in Additional Note VIII. on 
p. 244. It is assumed in the notes here that Samuel really appeared and 
spoke. 

12. tkau art Saul\ The woman had not previously recognised her 
visitor, but simultaneously with the apparition of Samuel, discovered 
that he was Saul, either by the fact of the apparition for which she was 
unprepared, or by her intensified perception m a state of clairvoyance. 

18. gods\ The Heb. word Eldhtm is plural, and when not applied 
to God Himself is generally to be so rendered. But it is evident from 
V, 14 that only a single figure appeared. Eldhtm here denotes a super- 
natural^ non-earthly being; or as Josephus paraphrases it, ** one of god- 
like form." 

14. An old man cometh up] The Sept. has ''a man coming up 
uprightf" a reading which is possibly due to the strange Rabbinic fable 
that the witch knew her visitor to be Saul because Samuel came up 
erect to do honour to the king, instead of appearing feet foremost as 
ghosts evoked usually did 1 

a mantle] The prophet's garb. Cp. xv. 17. 

Saul perceived] Lit. knew. Saul recognised from the description that 
it was Samuel, and shewed his reverence for the great prophet by the 
usual gesture. Cp. xxiv. 8. At first Samuel was seen by the witch 
only, but Saul's obeisance, and the conversation carried on between 
them, seem to indicate that he afterwards became visible to Saul also. 

16—19. Samuel pronounces Saul's doom. 

15. }Vhy hast thou disquieted me] Disturbed me from my rest in 
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to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; 
for the Philistines make war against me, and God is 
departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by 
prophets, nor by dreams : therefore I have calleid thee, that 

16 tkou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. Then 
said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing 
the Lord is departed from thee, and is become thine 

17 enemy ? And the Lord hath done to him, as he spake by 
me : for the Lord hath rent the kingdom out of thine hanc^ 

18 and given it to thy neighbour, even to David : because thou 
obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, nor executedst his 
fierce wrath upon Amalek, tiierefore hath the Lord done 

19 this thing unto- thee this day. Moreov<sr the Lord will aJso 
deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and 
to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me : the Lord 
also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the 
Philistines. 

She61. Samuel utters this oomplaint, because altiiottgh he came as 
God's messenger, Saul's sin was the moving cause of so unnatural a 
mission. 

16. Where/on thm, &c.] As if in such extremity I nho am only 
God's servant could do aught for thee. 

is become thine enemy] The expression is startling, and it is almost 
certain that there is some corruption in the text (a) The word for 
"enemy " is an Aramaic form, found elsewhere in Hebrew only in one 
or two doubtful instances, {b) The ancient versions point to some 
different reading. The Sept. gives "has turned to be with ihy neigh- 
bour;" theVulg. ''has pa^ed over to thy rival;" the Targ. "has be- 
come the help of a man who is thine enemy." It seems b^t to follow 
the Sept. Comp. xv. a8 ; xvi. 13, 14. 

17. fo Aim] i.e. if the Sept. reading is adopted in v, 16, to David: 
or it may refer to God, and mean "for filnwelf," in fulfilment of His 
will. But the Sept. and Vulg. read " to thee." 

as he spake by me] See xv. 18. 

18. Because thou obeyedst not^ &c.] Cp. xv. ^ 26. 

executedst hath the Lord done] The connexion between the sin 

and the sentence is emphasized by the use of the same verb in t^e 
original in both clauses. 

19. wi/t also deliver Israel] WIU deliver Israel also. The guilt of 
the king involves the nation also in punishment. In this clause the 
impending disaster is foretold generally ; in the second and third clauses 
it IS further defined as the death of the king and the defeat of tiie 
army. 

with me] In Shedl or Hades, the abode of departed spirits of right- 
eous and wicked alike. Cp. Job iii. 17; a Sam. xii. 93. 
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20 — 25. Saul entertained by the woman. 

Then Saul fell straightway all along on the earth, and was «© 
sore afraid, because of the words of Samuel : and there was 
no strength in him; for he had eaten no bread all the day, 
nor all the night. And the woman came unto Saul, and n 
saw that he was sore troubled, and said unto him, Behold, 
thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have put my 
life in my hand, and have hearkened unto thy words which 
thou spakest unto me. Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken «• 
thou sdso unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set 
a morsel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou mayest 
have strength, when thou goest on thy way. But he refused, n 
and said, I will not eat But his servants, together with the 
woman, compelled him ; and he hearkened unto their voice. 
So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed. And the ^4 
woman had a fat calf in the house ; and she hasted, and 
killed it, and took flour, and kneaded //, and did bake 
unleavened bread thereof : and she brought it before Saul, as 
and before his servants; and they did eat Then they 
arose up, and went away that night 

Ch. XXIX. 1—5. The Philistine krdi distrust of David. 
Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to 29 

20—26. Saul entertained by the woman. 

20. all along\ His fdU length, lit. "the fulness of his stature." 
Terror of mind and exhaustion of body left him powerless. 

ai. I have put my lift in my hand^ By doing that which rendered 
her liable to the punishment of death. Cp. xix. 5. 

22. hearken thou <Uso unto the voice] Obej thon also the voice. 
The £. V. fails to bring out the exact parallel which the woman draws 
()etween her own compliance and the compliance she asks from Saul. 

28. upon the bed\ Probably the dvvan^ or platform running along 
the wall, which in the East serves for a seat by day and a bed at night. 
Cp. Esth. i. 6 ; Ezek. xxiii. 41. Portable couches were also in use 
<ch. xix. 15). 

24. And the woman^ &c.] Meals are rapidly prepared in the East 
"With the Bedawin it is nearly universal to cook the meat imme- 
diately after it is butchered, and to bake fresh bread for every meal.'* 
The Land and the Book^ p. 446. Cp. Gen. xviii. 6 ff. 

Ch. XXIX. 1—5. The Philistine lords' distrust op David. 

1. New the Philistines f &c. The narrative of xxviiL i, 3 is resumed, 
with a further description of the positions of the armies before the battle. 
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Aphek: and the Israelites pitched by a fountain which is in 
a Jezreet And the lords of the Philistines passed on by hun- 
dreds, and by thousands : but David and his men passed on 
3 in the rereward with Achish. Then said the princes of the 

Aph€k\ This cannot be the Aphek of iv. i, in the neighbourhood of 
Bethhoron, for in that case there would be no reason to account for 
Saul's army being already encamped at JezreeL Possibly it is to be 
identified with FiUeh^ about two miles to the W. of Shunem: or, as 
Lieut. Conder thinks, with Fuk&a^ 6 miles S.E. of JezreeL In the 
latter case, the Philistines had shifted their camp firom Shunem, and 
turned the strong position of Jezreel on the side where it is most assailable: 
but this seems less probable, and does not agree with the account of the 
flight of the Israelites to Mount Gilboa (xxxi. i). 

a fountain which is in yezrggl] "The fountain in Jezreel" was pro- 
bably the present Ain Jdliid, less than two miles E.S.E. of Zertn. "It 
is a venr lai^e fountain, flowing out from under a sort of cavern in the 
wall of conglomerate rock, which here forms the base of Gilboa. It 
spreads out at once into a fine limpid pool, forty or fifty feet in diameter. 
A stream sufficient to turn a mill flows off eastwards down the valley." 
Robinson, ^f^/. Res, ii. 313. It may have been the identical " spring 
of Harod" at which Gideon tested his men (Jud. vii. i ff".). The modem 
name of Jezreel is Zertn: the feeble initial/ {y) having been dropped, 
and the termination el changed to £», as in Beittn for Bethel. 

Jezreel was a strong and central position. It stood upon the brow 
of a steep rocky descent of at least 100 feet to the N.E., at the opening 
of the middle branch of the three eastern forks of the plain of Esdraelon, 
commanding the broad and fertile valley which slopes eastward to the 
Jordan, and all the extent of the great plain reaching westward to the 
long blue ridge of Carmel. See Robinson, Bibl. Res. 11. 318 ff. Jezreel 
was the favourite residence of Ahab (i Kings xxi. i ff.) ; there Jezebel 
established a temple of Astarte with 400 priests (i Kings xviii. 19); 
here was enacted the tragedy of Naboth*s judicial murder (i Klings xxi. 
13); and here Jezebel met with her end {1 Kings ix. 30 ff".). 

2. And the lords^ &c.] Render, Now the lords... were passing oil. 
The narrative now goes back to a point of time during the march of the 
Philistine army northwards, probably soon after the junction of the con- 
federate forces from the different cities of the league. It must have been 
after they had passed the Philistine frontier, as David "returned into 
the land of the Philistines*' (v. 11), but soon after, as he reached Ziklag 
on the third day (xxx. i). 

the lards] For the special title Seren translated "lord " see on ch. v. 8, 
They were marching at the head of "the hundreds and the thousands*' 
which were the military divisions of the army. 

the rereward] The rear-guard, ward and guard being related as wise 
2xA guise, Cp. Is. lii. \i, 

8. princes] The Hebrew equivalent for the special title Seren ren- 
dered lord. 
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Philistines, What do these Hebrews here f And Achish said 
unto the princes of the Philistines, Is not this David, the 
servant of Saul the king of Israel, which hath been with me 
these days, or these years, and I have found tio fault in him 
since he fell unto me unto this day ? And the princes of the 4 
Philistines were wroth with him; and the princes of the 
Philistines said unto him, Make this fellow return, that he 
may go again to his place, which thou hast appointed him, 
and let him not go down with us to battle, lest in the battle 
he be an adversary to us : for wherewith should he reconcile 
himself unto his master ? should it not he with the heads of 
these men ? Is not this David, of whom they sang one to s 
another in dances, sa3dng, Saiil slew his thousands, and 
David his ten thousands? 

6 — II. David dismissed from the army. 

Then Achish called David, and said unto him, Surely, 6 
as the Lord liveth, thou hast been upright, and thy going 
out and thy coming in with me in the host is good in 
my sight: for I have not found evil in thee since the day 
of thy coming unto me unto this day: nevertheless the 
lords favour tifiee not. Wherefore now return, and go in 7 
peace, that thou displease not the lords of the Philistines. 
And David said unto Achish, But what have I done? and s 

Hebrews] See on iv. 6. 

these daySf or these years'] Lit. **now days (=a year) or now years,* 
i.e. for a considerable time, sufficient to test his fidelity. Cp. xxvii. 7. 

since he fell unto tne] i.e. deserted and came over to me. Cp. i Chr. 
xii. 19, 10. 

4. this fellow] Simply, "the man :" but below, "wherewith should 
thlB feUow make lilmself acceptable unto his master? should it not be 
with the heads of those men?" Pointing to the troops marching past. 

5. of whom they sang] " Of whom they Bluer one to another m the 
dances;" i.e. in popular songs at festivals. See on xxi. 11. 

6 — 11. David dismissed from the army. 

6. as the Lord liveth] Either the exact wording of the speech is 
due to the historian, or Achish, to convince David of his smcerity, 
swears by the God of IsraeL 

thm hast been uprighl] Better, thou art nprlght. 
thy going out, &c.J Thy company in this expedition would please 
me, for I have always found thee a faithful ally. 

8. And David said, &&] A hypocritical answer, designed to confirm 



234 I- SAMUEL, XXIX. XXX. [w. 9— ii; i. 

what hast thou found in thy servant so long as I have been 
with thee unto this day^ tiiat I may not go fight against 

9 the enemies of my lord the king ? And Achish answered 
and said to David, I know that thou art good in my sight, 
as an angel of God: notwithstanding the princes of the 
Philistines have said, He shall not go up with us to the 

10 battle. Wherefore now rise up early in the morning with 
thy roaster's servants that are come with thee : and as soon 
as ye be up early in the morning, and have light, depart 

IX So David and his men rose up early to depart in the morning, 
to return into the land of the Philistines. And the Phil^ 
tines went up to JezreeL 

Ch. XXX. I — 6. Sack of Ziklag in DavicTs absence. 

30 And it came to pass, when David and his men were come 
to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded 
the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burnt it with 

Achish in the belief of his fidelity. Compare David's previous conduct 
(ch. xxvii. 10 — I a). But David can scarcely have intended to fight 
against his countrymen, and must have inwardly rejoiced that God had 
delivered him out of so perplexing a dilemma. 

9, I knew that, &c J Better, I know it, for, &c. 

as an angel of God] Cp. 1 Sam. xiv. i7» 20, xix. 17. The Sept. (B) 
omits the words. 

10, wUh thy master's servants'] Achish speaks of David's men as 
SauPs subjects, in view of the objection which has been made to their 
presence in the army. 

with thee] After these words the Sept. (A B) adds: "And go ye 
unto the place which I have appointed you ; and lay not up any evil 
thought in thine hearty for thou art good in my sight." 

11, to JezreeF] The Sept. reading (A B) " to fight against Israel" 
is plausible. 

Ch. XXX. 1—6. Sack of Ziklag in David's absence. 

1. on the third day] After leaving the Philistine army. Evidently 
he had not accompanied them far beyond the frontier. See note on 
xxix. 1, 

the Amalekites] Possibly they had got information of David's absence, 
and took' the opportunity to make reprisals for his raids on them (xxvii. 
8). 

the south, and Ziklag] The Negeb or "south country" is the techni- 
cal name for the district between the hills of Judah and the actual desert. 
It is a series of rolling hills, clad with scanty herbage here and there. 
In places there is fine upland pasture, but not a tree nor a shrub to 
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fire ; and had taken the women captives, that were therein : 2 
they slew not any, either great or small, but carried them 
away, and went on their way. So David and his men came 3 
to the city, and behold, // was burnt with fire ; and their 
wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken 
captives. Then David and the people that were with him 4 
lift up their voice and wept, until they had no more power 
to weep. And David's two wives were taken captives, 5 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the 
Carmelite. And David was greatly distressed ; for the 6 
people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the 
people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his 
daughters: but David encouraged himself in the Lord 
his God. 

7 — 20. The pursuit 

And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's 7 
son, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abi- 
athar brought thither the ephod to David. And David 8 
inquired at the Lord, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop ? 
shall I overtake them ? And he answered him. Pursue : for 
thou shalt surely overtake theniy and without fail recover all. 
So David went, he and the six hundred men that were with 9 
him, and came to the brook Besor, where those that were 

relieve its bareness. See Tristram, Land of Israel t pp. 360 — 373. In 
this district Ziklag was situated. 

4. wepl\ See on xi. 4. 

6. spake of stoning him\ Cp. Ex. xvii. 4; Num. xiv. 10. They 
laid the blame on him, because he had left no force to guard Zikls^. 

was grieved^ Was exasperated, lit. ''was bitter. Cp. xxii. 1. 

encouraged himself] Strengtlieiied Mmsell Cp. xxiii. 10; Eph. vi. 

10; and many of the Psalms, e.g. xviii. 1, xxvii. 14, xxxi. i ff., i^t &c. 

7 — ^20. The pursuit. 

7. bring me hither the ephod] He desired to consult God by means 
of the Urim and Thummim, as before at Keilah (xxiii. 9). 

5. inquired al]^mtymGdi of Cp. Gen. xxiv. 57. 
pursue... overtake] Cp. Ex. xv. 9. 

9. the six hundred men] For a rapid pursuit a small force of picked 
men was most suitable. Cp. xxviL 3. No doubt by this time he had 
a much larger force at his command. 

the brook Besor] The Heb. word is nachal, which means a ravine^ 
or torrent'bedf widi a stream at the bottom. The brook Besor is men- 
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» left behind stayed But David pursued, he and four hun- 
dred men : for two hundred abode behind^ which were so 
faint that they could not go over the brook Besor. 

IX And they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him 
to David, and gave him bread, and he did eat ; and they 

la made him drink water ; and they gave him a piece of a cake 
of figs, and two clusters of raisins : and when he had eaten, 
his spirit came again to him : for he had eaten no bread, 

»3 nor drunk any water, three days and three nights. And 
David said unto him. To whom belotigest thou? and whence 
art thou ? And he said, \ am 2l young man of Egypt, servant 
to an Amalekite ; and my master left me, because three days 

14 agone I fell sick. We made an invasion upon the south of 
the Cherethites, and upon the coast which beUmgeth to Judah, 
and upon the south of Caleb; and we burnt Ziklag with 

tioned here only, and has not been identified with certainty. Perhaps 
it was the Wady es Shertah, which runs down to the sea a few miles 
south of Gaza. 

10. abode behind'^ Stayed, as in v. 9. The condensed expression 
of the last clause of v. 9 is explained by v, 10. 

were so faint] A verb found only here and in cr. 11, connected with 
a substantive meaning a corpse; as we should say, they were dead-beat. 

11. bread] Food : what it was is specified in the next verse : a piece 
of fig-cake and two lumps of raisins. See on xxv. 18. The Sept. (B) 
omits the raisins. 

12. his spirit came again to Aim] He revived. Cp. Tud. xv. 19. 

13. To whom beUmgest thou] His appearance shewed that he was a 
slave. 

servant] Slave : captured in some Amalekite foray. 

three days agone] So that more than three days had elapsed since the 
sack of Ziklag, for they had gone at least one long day*s march before 
he was deserted. *' Agone,'* now usually written ago, is the past parti- 
ciple of an obsolete verb agon, to go away. 

my master left me] "A barbarous act, to leave him there to perish, 
when they had camels good store, for the carriage of men as well as of 
their spoil {v, 17): but this inhumanity cost them dear; for by this 
means they lost their own lives." Patrick. 

14. the Cherethites] Evidently a tribe of Philistines living on the 
southern border of Philistia, as me spoil is said mv. 16 to have been 
taken "out of the land of the Philistines." Cp. 2 Sam. viii. 18 (note); 
Ezek. xxv. 16; Zeph. ii. 5« The name may possibly be connected with 
Crete. 

coast] Border. See on ch. v. 6. 

the south of Ca/eb] Joshua's faithful companion received Hebron for 
his inheritance (Josh. xiy. 13), and when he ceded the city to the priests 
for a city of refuge, retained the surrounding land in his own possession 
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fire. And David said to him, Canst thou bring me down to 15 
this company ? And he said, Swear unto me by God, that 
thou wilt neither kill me, nor deliver me into the hands of 
my master, and I will bring thee down to this company. 
And when he had brought him down, behold they were 16 
spread abroad upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and 
dancing, because of all the great spoil that they had taken 
out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the land of 
Judah. And David smote them from the twilight even 17 
unto the evening of the next day : and there escaped not a 
man of them, save four hundred young men, which rode 
upon camels, and fled. And David recovered all that the xs 
Amalekites had carried away: and David rescued his two 
wives. And there was nothing lacking to them, neither 19 
small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, 
nor any thing that they had taken to them : David recovered 
alL And David took all the flocks and the herds, which ^ 

(Josh. xxi. II, 19 ; cp. i Sam. xxv. 3). Apparently he gave his name 
to part of the Negeb {^, i), which was known as the Negeb of Caleb. 

16. company^ Ttoop, as in v, 8, and again in v. 33. It is the 
regular word for a band of roving plunderers. Cp. Ps. xviii. 39. Is it 
fanciful to think that David there refers to this successful pursuit of the 
Amalekites? He must always have remembered it as one of the signal 
mercies of his life. 

16. dancing^ Or, feastiiig. 

17. And David smote ^ &c.] He reached the neighbourhood of 
their camp in the evening, and found them scattered about in disorder, 
carousing over the spoil. As soon as the morning began to dawn he 
attacked them (cp. xi. 11), and the fight lasted till nightfall. After the 
first surprise, the Amalekites made a stubborn resistance. 

the evening of the next day] The battle can scarcely have lasted two 
whole days. If the reading is right, the phrase the evening towards 
the morrow may denote the evening with which the next day com- 
menced, Jewish days being reckoned from sunset to sunset, so that 
the fight lasted from early dawn till past sunset. 

young men"] Perhaps servants, as in xvi. 18. The Amalekites were 
famous for camels. Cp. Jud. viL 12; i Sam. xv. 3. 

18. recovered., .rescued] Different renderings of the same Heb. 
word, used also in v, 8. Rescne is the best equivalent. " Recovered " 
in V. 19 is a different word; literally meaning " brought back.*' 

19. that they had taken to them] i.e. which the Amalekites had taken 
for themselves. They carried off the women and children alive to use 
or sell for slaves. 

20. This verse as it stands admits of no satisfactory explanation. It 

15—2 
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they drave before those other cattle, and said, This is 
David's spoil. 

2 1 — 25. TJu division of the spoil. 

•« And David came to the two hundred men, which were so 
faint that could not follow David, whom they had made also 
to abide at the brook Besor : and they went forth to meet 
David, and to meet the people that were with him : and 
when David came near to fiie people, he saluted them. 

33 Then answered all the wicked men and men of Belial, of 
those that went with David, and said, Because they went not 
with us, we will not give them ought of the spoil that we 
have recovered, save to every man his wife and his children, 

B3 that they may lead them away, and depart Then said 
David, Ye shall not do so, my brethren, with that which the 
Lord hath given us, who hath preserved us, and delivered 

34 the company that came against us into our hand. For who 
will hearken unto you in this matter? but as his part is that 
goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by 

as the stuff: they shall part alike. And it was so from that day 

is best to follow the Vulgate, with which the Sept. in the main agrees, 
and read, And lie took aU the flocks and tlie Ixerds, and drave tliem 
before blm : and they said, This Is David's spoU : l.e. he not only 
recovered his own property, but took a rich booty besides, which his 
men drove off with shouts of triumph. The number of places to which 
he sent presents (z^. 26 — 31) shews how large it must have been. 

21 — 25. The division of the spoil. 

22. Then answered^ &c.] Then answered every wicked man and 
every worthless man... Because they went not with me. Each spoke 
for himself, in the true spirit of selfishness. 

24. For who^ &c.] Better, And who wUl hearken unto you as 
regards this saying? A negative answer is implied : No one; for, &c. 
The Sept. adds, "for they are not inferior to us." 

as his part^ &c.] The rule tor the division of the spoil between 
combatants and non-combatants was an ancient one. See Num. xxxi. 
27 ; and cp. Josh. xxii. 8. David now enforced a special application 
of it with reference to the divisions of the army. A similar law 
existed at Rome. According to Polybius (x. 16. 5), Scipio after the 
sack of New Carthage direct^ the tribunes to divide the booty in equal 
portions to all, including the reserves, the guards of the camp, and 
the sick. 

the stuff\ The baggage. See on x. ii. 
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forward, that he made it a statute and an ordinance for 
Israel unto this day. 

26 — 31. The presents sent to the elders of Judah. 

And when David came to Zikla^, he sent of the spoil unto s6 
the elders of Judah, even to his friends, sapng, Behold a 
present for you of the spoil of the enemies of the Lord \ to 37 
them which were in Beth-el, and to them which were in south 
Ramoth, and to them which were in Jattir, and to them 98 
which were in Aroer, and to them which were in Siphmoth, 
and to them which were in Eshtemoa, and to them which 39 

they shall part alike] "Tait^^ share. The use of the verb m this 
sense is an archaism. Cp. Acts ii. 45. 

26 — 81. The presents sent to the elders of Judah. 

26. he sent of the spoils &c.] In gratitude for the assistance he had 
received from them during his wanderings, and to secure their good 
will when Saul's death should open the way for him to the throne. On 
the elders see at viii. 4. 

a present] Lit. a blessliicr* as in xxv. 97. 

the spoil of the enemies of the Lord] Since Israel was Jehovah's 
people, the enemies of Israel were the enemies of His kingdom and 
His cause, and every war against them was a holy war. Cp. xviii. 17, 

XXV. 28. 

27. Bethel] Not the well known Bethel in the tribe of Benjamin, 
but Bethul or Bethuel^ called also ChesUy a city in the neighbourhood 
of Ziklag and Hormah, originally assigned to Judah, and subsequently 
transferred to Simeon (Josh. xv. 30, xix. 4; i Chr. iv. 30). 

south Ramoth] Ramoth-Negeb, or Ramoth in the south country^ 
as distinguished from Ramoth Gilead, is probably the same as Ramath- 
Negeb in Josh. xix. 8. Perhaps ** Shimei the Ramathite," the overseer 
of David's vineyards, came from it (i Chr. xxvii. 27). 

Jattir] A priestly city in the mountains of Judah (Josh. xv. 48, 
XXI. 14), probably the modem Atttr^ 4 J miles S. W. of Eshtemoa. It 
may have been the native place of David's heroes Ira and Gareb the 
Ithrites (2 Sam. xxiii. 38). 

28. Aroer] Obviously not the famous city on the R. Amon. Perhaps 
the name survives in the Wady Ardrah^ some 20 miles south of 
Hebron, where Robinson found evident traces of an ancient village 
or town (11. 199). "Shama and Jehiel the sons of Hothan the 
Aroerite" are mentioned in the catalogue of David's valiant men 
(i Chr. xi. 44). 

Siphmoth] mentioned nowhere else, unless it was the home of Zabdi 
the Shiphmite, the steward of David's wine-cellars (i Chr. xxvii. 27). 
Eshtemoa] A priestly dty (Josh. xv. 50, xxi. 14) ; now Es SemHa, 
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were in Rachal, and to them which were in the cities of the 

Jerahmeelites, and to them which were in the cities of the 
30 Kenites, and to them which were in Hormah, and to them 

which were in Chor-ashan, and to them which were in 
3x Athach, and to them whidi were in Hebron, and to all 

the places where David himself and his men were wont to 

haunt. 



nine miles S.S.W. of Hebron, "a considerable village, situated on 
a low hill, with broad valleys round about, full of flocks and herds. 
In several places there are remains of walls built of very large stones, 
marking the site of an extensive ancient town." Robinson, ^ibl. Res, 
II. 204. 

29. Rachd[\ Nowhere else mentioned. The Sept. reads OazmA, 
but its list is corrupt and not to be trusted. 

the yerahmeeliies] See on xxvii 10. 

the JCenites] See on xv. 6. 

80. Hormah] Or Zephath (Jud. L 17), an ancient Canaanite city 
(Josh. xii. 1 4), assigned to Judah (Josh. xv. 30) and transferred to 
Simeon (Josh: xix. 4). 

Chor-ashan] The true reading is Bor-ashan ( = Cistern of Ashan), 
It was doubtless the same as Ashan, a Simeonite city in the Negeb 
originally given to Judah (Josh. xv. 42, xix. 7). 

Athach'] Nowhere else mentioned. Perhaps a corruption for Ether^ 
the letters of which are very similar, (Josh. xv. 41, where the Sept. 
reads Ithdk ; xix. 7), another city of Judah transferred to Simeon. 

81. Hebron\ One of the most ancient cities in the world (Num. 
xiii. 29). When Abraham entered Canaan it was already existing 
under the name of Kirjath Arba, In its neighbourhood he often 
sojourned, and there he bought the cave of Machpelah from Ephron 
the Hittite for a family sepulchre for himself and his posterity (Gen. 
xxiii. 2 ff.). On the conquest of Canaan it became the inheritance of 
Caleb (Josh. xiv. 13 — 15), and was made a priestly settlement and a 
city of refuge Qosh. xxi. 11 — 13). It was soon to attain greater im- 
portance as the capital of David's kingdom during the first seven years 
and a half of his reign. It lies 20 miles sou£ of Jerusalem, pic- 
turesquely situated in a narrow valley surrounded by rocky hills, whose 
sides are clothed with luxuriant vineyards. Its modem name is El 
JChultl= ** The Friend," in memory of Abraham who was called ** the 
friend of God ** (2 Chr. xx. 7; Is. xli. 8; James ii. 13). 

all the places, &c.] It is evident that David's outlaw life must have 
lasted for some considerable time, and have proved an important factor 
in preparing the men of Judah to welcome him as their king. The 
instances quoted above indicate that it was during this period that he 
pained many of the faithful friends who afterwards filled offices of trust 
m his kingdom. 
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Ch. XXXI. I — 7. The death of Saul on Mount Gilboa. 

Now the Philistines fought against Israel : and the men of 31 
Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down slain in 
mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed hard upon 9 
Saul and upon his sons ; and the PhiHstines slew Jonathan, 
and Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons. And the battle 3 
went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him ; and he was 
sore wounded of the archers. Then said Saul unto his 4 
armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me 

Ch. XXXI. 1 — 7. The death of Saul on Mount Gilboa. 

1. The narrative of this chapter has been inserted by the compiler 
of Chronicles in his work (1 Chron. z. i — ii) with only a few verbal 
variations. 

Now the PhilisHnes] The notices of the Philistine muster in xxviii. 
4, xxix. I, 1 1 have prepared the way for the account of the battle. 

Four battles memorable in the history of Israel were fought in or 
near the plain of Esdraelon " the great battlefield of Palestine." 

(i) The battle of Kishon, in which Deborah and Barak defeated the 
host of Sisera (Jud. iv. 15, v. 21). 

{1) The battle of Tezreel, in which Gideon's three hundred routed 
the vast horde of Midianites (Jud. vii.). 

(3) The disastrous battle of Mount Gilboa recorded here. 

(4) The battle of Megiddo, where Josiah lost his life fighting against 
Pharaoh Necho. 

(5) A fifth may be added, the battle of HattJn, on the fifth of July, 
T 187, ** the last stru^le of the Crusaders, in which all was staked in the 
presence of the holiest scenes of Christianity, and all miserably lost." 
See Stanley's Sin. and Pal. p. 335 if., 369. 

the men of Israel fled] Probably the battle took place in the plain of 
Jezreel; the men of Israel were driven back on their camp, and finally 
fled in confiision up the heights of Gilboa, pursued by the Philistines. 

2. Saufs sons] See xiv. 49. There is a tragic pathos in the simplicity 
of the account. Cp. v. 6. 

8. the battle went sore against Saul] Cp. i Kings xxii. 31 ff. The 
Vulg. has a striking paraphrase : "the whole weight of the battle was 
directed against Saul," [totumque pondus prtulii versum est in Saul), 

he was sore wottnded] So the Sept. and Vulg. But the Heb. may 
also be rendered, "and he was sore afraid." Despair and the fear of 
insult paralysed his courage. For "of the archers" the Sept. reads "in 
the abdomen," but the Heb. text is preferable. 

4. Then said Saul, &c.] Cp. Jud. ix. 54. 

these uncircumcised] No indignity could be more intolerable than 
for the sacred person of Jehov^'s Anointed to be the butt of the 
heathen who had no part in His covenant. Cp. xiv. 6. 
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through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not ; 
for he was sore afraid : therefore Saul took a sword, and fell 

5 upon it And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was 
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and 
all his men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of 
the valley, and they that were on the other side Jordan, saw 
that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook the cities, and fled ; and the Philistines 
came and dwelt in them. 

8 — 1 3. The burial of Saul and his Sons. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philis- 
tines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and 



almse fm] Maltreat me for their own amusement. 

a sword] His Bword. 

/ell upon if] This account of Saul's death is obviously inconsistent 
with that given by the Amalekite (a Sam. i. 9 ff.). His story was a 
fabrication. He found the king's corpse on the field, stripped it, and 
brought the spoil to David in the hope of a reward. 

6. and died with Aim] Being answerable for the king's life he feared 
punishment : or from a nobler motive of true fidelity, refused to survive 
his master. 

6. and all his men] The Sept. (B) omits these words, i Chron. x. 6 
reads "all his house. " Probably the soldiers of the royal body guard are 
meant, who fell fighting round him like Harold's hus-carls at the battle 
of Hastings. If so, there is no difficulty in the escape of Ishbosheth, who 
probably was not on the field, and of Abner, who as general would not 
be in attendance on the king's person. 

7. on the other side of the valley] On the side of the valley {hnek^ 
see on vi. 13) or plain of Jezreel opposite to the battle-field. The 
district to the north is meant, in which the tribes of Issachar, Zebulun 
and Naphtali dwelt' i Chron. x. 7 however reads simply "in the 
valley," and perhaps the phrase only means **on the side of the valley." 
See next note. 

on the other side Jordan] This is the usual sense of the Hebrew 
words. The panic spread even to the eastern side of the Jordan. But 
possibly the phrase here means "on the side of the Jordan," i.e. in the 
district between the battle-field and the river; which agrees better with 
the account of the exploit of the Jabeshites, and the establishment of 
Ishbosheth's kingdom at Mahanaim. The greater part of the north of 
Canaan was thus occupied by the Philistines. Note that this clause is 
omitted in i Chron. x. 7. 
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his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they cut 9 
off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into 
the land of the Philistines round about, to publish ii in 
the house of their idols, and among the people. And xo 
they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth : and they 
fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. And when the zx 
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which the Philis- 
tines had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose, and went xa 
all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his 
sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and 



8—18. The burial op Saul and his Sons. 

9. they cut off his heatr\ The Anointed of Tehovah fares no better 
than the uncircumcised Goliath, now that God has forsaken him. 

to publish cV] To pubUsh tbe ffood news. Sept. eiJa77eX<^yres. Cp. 
a Sam. i. 10. 

in the house of their idols'] In the temples of their idols, which were 
r^;arded as the givers of the victory. Cp. ch. v. 3. Chron. reads "to 
carry tidings to their idols,^^ 

10. the house of Ashlar otK\ See on vii. 3. *'This was doubtless the 
famous temple of Venus in Askelon mentioned by Herodotus (i. 105) as 
the most ancient of all her temples. Hence the special mention of 
Askelon in 1 Sam. i. 20.'* Speaker's Comm, 

they fastened his body to the tuall] Together with the bodies of his 
sons {v. 12). They were hung on the wall in the "open place" {2 Sam. 
xxi. n, E. V. street) by the gate, that all the passers by might join in 
exulting over the defeat and disgrace of Israel. 

Beth-shan] Now Beisdn, situated in the IVady ydlM four miles west 
of the Jordan, *'on the brow just where the plain of Jezreel drops down 
by a rather steep descent some three hundred feet to the level of the 
Gh6r,** or Jordan valley. After the Return from the Captivity it was 
known as Scjrthopolis (1 Mace. xii. 39; cp. the Sept. of Jud. i. 37). 

In I Chr. X. 10 this statement about Saul's body is omitted, and in its 
place we read that "they fastened his head in the temple of Dagon." 

11. the inhabitants of yabesh'Gilead\ Mindful of the debt of grati- 
tude they owed to Saul for rescuing them from Nahash (ch. xi.). The 
isolated round-topped hill on the south side of the Wady Ydbis^ which 
has been conjecturally fixed upon as the site of J^besh, is in full view 
of Beth-shan (Tristram, Land of Israel, p. 556). The distance over the 
hills, down into the Jordan valley, and up the Wddy ydlHd is not much 
under twenty miles. 

12. burftt them] Cremation was not a Hebrew practice, but in the 
present case was probably adopted to avoid the possibility of further 
msult to the bodies, if the Philistines should take Jabesh. The con- 
densed account in Chronicles omits the mention of the burning. 
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13 burnt them there. And they took their bones, and buried 
t^^m under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

18. under a tree] Under the tamarii^ some well-known tree at 
Jabesh. Chron. reads ** under the terebinth,'* {^laA). David removed 
the bones to the family sepulchre at Zelah (1 Sam. xxi. 11 — 14). 

/as fed seven days] A sign of general mourning. Cp. 2 Sam. 1. ia» 
iii. 35* &C. 



APPENDIX. 



NOTE I. 

The Lord of Hosts*. 

(i) The title Jehovah TsebAtth translated "Lord of hosts*' meets us 
for the first time in the O. T. in i Sam. i. 3. In the various forms 
**LoRD of hosts," "Lord God of hosts," " God of hosts," it is found in 
the books of Samuel (and the parallel passages in i Chr.), Kings, the 
first three books of Psalms, very frequently in Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
the Minor Prophets, but never in the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth, Job, Proverbs, Ezekiel, Daniel. 

(2) In the LXX. it is sometimes rendered "Lord of hosts" (Et^/ocos 
lvviLpjetav\ sometimes "Lord Almighty" (Ki^/mos irajrroKpdrtapjf some- 
times left untranslated (K^pios 2a/3a(o^); and with this latter form "Lord 
of Sabaoth" we are familiar from Rom. ix. 29; James v. 4; and the Te 
Deum. The Vulgate renders it Dominus exercttuum, " Lord of armies," 
or Dominus (Deus) virfutum, "Lord of powers." 

(3) What then is the significance of the title? The word translated 
hosts denotes (i) earthly hosts or armies^ as in Ex. vii 4; Ps. xliv. 9; 
(2) heavenly hosts: either {a) celestial bodies^ sun moon and stars, as in 
Gen. ii. i; Deut. iv. 19; Is. xl. 26: or {b) celestial beings^ angels, as in 
Josh. V. 14; I Kings xxii. 19; Ps. cxlviii. 2. From the first of these 
meanings the title has been explained to mean " Lord of the armies of 
Israel," and regarded **as an expression of the warlike spirit of the 
age:" in connexion with the second, the title "Lord of the heavenly 
hosts" has been thought to have originated in a protest against the 
idolatrous worship of " the host of heaven" already beginning to spread 
among the people. 

(4) Whatever its origin, it should be noted that the title first appears 
simultaneously with the foundation of the Monarchy. It is used by 
David in Ps. xxiv. 10, as the loftiest title of Jehovah. May we not then 
take "hosts" in its widest sense, including both earthly and heavenly 
hosts, and see in the title a proclamation of the universal sovereignty of 
Jehovah, needed within the nation, lest that invisible sovereignty should 
be forgotten in the visible majesty of the king; and outside the nation, 

I There is an interesting essay on this title in Prof. Plumptre's Biblical Studies. 
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lest Jehovah should be supposed to be merely a national deity? If we 
understand the title in this larger sense, it includes the idea that the 
sovereign power was specially exercised on behalf of the covenant 
people, and that " the Lord of hosts'* was " the God of the armies of 
Israel'* (i Sam. zvii. 45). 

(5) For us its significance is well explained by the words of the Te 
Deum, ** Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy Glory." 
Cp. Is. vi. 3 ; Rev. iv. 6—1 1. 



NOTE II. 
On the Name Jehovah. 

From very early times the sacred name Jehovah was never pro- 
nounced by the Jews, owing to a mistaken interpretation of Lev. xxiv. 
16, which was supposed to prohibit its utterance. In reading the 
Scriptures thev substituted for it Addnm, which means "Lord," except 
when Ad6nai is joined with Jehovah, in which case E16hhn (= " God") 
was substituted. 

This practice was followed by the LXX. and Vulgate, and in 
general by the English Version, which however, whenever Lord and 
God represent the Sacred Name, indicates the fact by the use of capital 
letters. 

The true pronunciation is almost certainly lost. Jehovah is a com- 
bination of the consonants of the Name with the vowels of Ad6nai 
which are now written with it in the Hebrew text*. Modem gram- 
marians argue that it ought to be read Yahveh or Yahaveh; but 
Jehovah seems firmly rooted in the English language, and the really 
important point is not the exact pronunciation, but to bear in mind 
that it is a Proper Name, not merely an appellative title like Lord. 
It probably means **The Eternal," or "The Self-existent, "the "I am," 
and denotes Grod as the Covenant-God of His people Israel. See Ex. 
lu. 14. 

NOTE IIL 
The Targum on i Sam. ii. i — 10. 

And Hannah prayed in the spirit of prophecy and said : Behold Samuel 
my son shall be a prophet over Israel : in his days shall they be delivered 
from the hand of the Philistines, and by his hands shall be done unto 
them signs and mighty acts : therefore is my heart strong in the portion 
which Jehovah hath given me. And likewise Heman the son of Joel, 
the son of my son Samuel, shall arise with his fourteen sons to chant 
with psalteries and harps along with their brethren the Levites, to 

1 See Introd. p. 14. 
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praise in the house of the sanctuary^ : therefore is my horn exalted in the 
gift which the Lord hath bestowed on me : and also concerning the 
miraculous vengeance which shall befall the Philistines, who shall bring 
the ark of Jehovah in a new cart, and a trespass-offering with it : there- 
fore shall the congregation of Israel say, I wUl open my mouth to speak 
great things against mine enemies, because I rejoice in Thy deUver- 
ance. 

Concerning Sanch^rib [Sennacherib] king of Asshur she prophesied 
and said, He shall arise with all his host against Jerusalem, and a great 
sign [miracle] shall be done upon him: the corpses of his armies shall 
fail there. Therefore shall all the peoples nations and tongues give 
thanks and say, There is none holy but Jdiovah, for there is none beside 
Thee : and Thy people shall say, There is none strong save our God. 

Concerning Nebuchadnezzar king of Babel she prophesied and said, 
Ye Chaldeans and all peoples who shall bear rule over Israel, ye shall 
not multiply many great words ; blasphemies shall not come forth out of 
your mouth ; for God knoweth all things, and over all His works is His 
judgment spread : and unto you will He recompense vengeance for your 
guilt 

Concerning the kingdom of Javan [Greece] she prophesied and said. 
The bows of the mighty men of Javan shall be broken, and the house of 
the Hasmoneans ' who have been weak shall have signs and mighty deeds 
done for them. 

Concerning the sons of Haman she prophesied and said, Those who 
have been fu& of bread, and boasting in their riches, and abounding in 
wealth, have become poor, and have turned to hire themselves out for 
bread and victual. Mordecai and Esther who were obscure and poor 
are made rich and have forgotten their poverty, they have become free : 
so Jerusalem, who hath been as a barren woman, shall be filled with the 
people of her captivity: and as for guilty Rome' which was full and 
abounding in peoples, her armies shall come to an end, she shall be 
made desolate and utterly destroyed. 

All these are the mighty acts of Jehovah who Himself reigneth over 
the world, killing and calling to life, bringing down to Sheol, and also 
causing to come up into the life of the world. 

^[But Korah the son of Izhar the son of Kohath, from whom my son 
Samuel is descended, was brought down to Sheol because he arose and 
strove against Moses and Aaron. The righteous shall go forth out of 
the house of their destruction, and shall give thanks, because there 
is no God save Him.] 

Jehovah maketh poor and maketh rich. He bringeth low and lifteth 
up. He raiseth the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the obscure from 
the dunghill, to make them sit with the righteous, the great ones of the 
world: and the throne of glory He maketh them inherit, for before 
Jehovah are the deeds of the sons of men revealed. Below hath he pre- 

1 See I Chr. xxv. 4 — 6. 

s i. e. The Maccabees. See Diet of the BibU^ Art. Maccabees. 
' So De Lagarde's ed. Walton's Polyglot has Aram^ a mbtake for Edom, the 
name which the later Jews constantly used for their deadly enemy Rome. 
^ So De Lagarde's ed. Walton aoes not contain the passage in brackets. 
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pared Gehenna for the wicked, who transgress His word: and for 
the righteous who do His will hath He founded the world. The bodies 
of His righteous servants will He preserve from Gehenna, and the 
wicked shall be judged in darkness in Gehenna, to shew that there is 
no man in whom is the strength of innocence for the day of judgment. 
Jehovah shall break in pieces His enemies, who arise to do evil to His 
people. Out of heaven shall he smite them with a loud voice. He shall 
execute vengeance upon Gog^ and the army of the plundering peoples 
who come with him from the ends of the earth, and shall give strength 
unto His King, and magnify the kingdom of His Messiah. 



NOTE IV. 
The Philistines. 

The bitterest and most successful enemies of Israel play such an 
important part in the history of this period as to require special notice. 

(i) Thiir origin. The Philistines, as their name, which signifies 
* Immigrants^ and is translated by the LXX. iLKklnpv\oi=iUienSt im- 
ports, were not aboriginal inhabitants of Canaan. They came from 
Caphtor (Amos ix. 7), and expelled or conquered the Avim who lived 
in villages in the Sheph^lah. (Deut. ii. 23; Tosh. xiii. 3). Caphtor 
has generally been identified with Crete, but there seems good reason 
for regarding it as a district of Egypt, and Gen. x. 13, 14 places the 
Philistine among Mizraite or Egyptian races. If so, however, the 
migration must have taken place before the distinctive national cha- 
racteristics of the Egyptians had been developed. 

(3) Their country. They occupied the southern portion of the 
Skeph&ah or Lcrw Country^ the maritime plain stretching along the 
western coast of Canaan, and divided into two parallel tracts of sandy 
plain and cultivated corn-land. Their territory extended from Ekron 
on the north to the River of Egypt (the Wady-eUArish) on the south. 
It was famous for its fertility. ''The cities are all remarkable for the 
extreme beauty and profusion of the gardens which surround them — 
the scarlet blossoms of the pomegranates, the enormous oranges which 

gild the green foliage of their famous groves But the most 

striking and characteristic feature of Philistia is its immense plain of 
cornfields, stretching from the edge of the sandy tract right up to the 
very wall of the hills of Judah, which look down its whole length from 
north to south. These rich fields must have been the great source at 
once of the power and value of Philistia ... It was, in fact, "a little 
Egypt" (cp. ^ Kings viii. a, 3). These are the fields of "standing 
com" with "vineyards and olives" amongst them, into which the 
Danite hero sent down the three hundred jackals from the neighbour- 

1 Walton reads Magog. See Ezek. xxxviii. a. &c.; Rev. xx. 8. In the Targums 
and Talmud Gog^ and Magog denote the final comDination of the enemies of the king- 
dom of God, wmch is to be destroyed by the Messiah. 
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ing hills" (Jud. xv. 4). Sinai and Palestine^ pp. 257, 258. But they 
were not merely an agricultural people. Their geographical position 
gave them a commercial importance. Their land was the highway for 
traffic between Phoenicia and Syria on the north, and Egypt and 
Arabia on the south, and though we find no distinct mention in the 
Bible of their trade by sea, it is probable that such existed. 

(3) Their government. At this period the five great strongholds of 
Gaza, Gath, ^hkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron were united in a formidable 
confeideracy. Each was governed b^ its seren or lord and had an inde- 
pendent jurisdiction, but common interests bound them together for 
purposes of offence and defence. The " circles (E. V. borders) of the 
Philistines" (Josh. xiii. a ; Joeliii 4) were probably the districts attached 
to these towns. 

(4) Their history. Already in the time of Abraham the Philistines 
appear as a pastoral tribe occupying the land, in occasional rivalry but 
generally on friendly terms with Abraham (Gen. xxi. 33, xxvi. i, 
14, 20). 

By the time of the Exodus they were sufficiently powerful to deter 
the Israelites from taking the shortest route to the Promised Land 
(Ex. xiii. 17). 

In the division of Canaan, their territory was assigned to the tribe of 
Judah, which seems temporarily to have occupied Gaza, Askelon, and 
Ekron (Jud. i. 18), but never really subjugated the people Qosh. xiii. 
1,3; Jud. iii. 3). 

About the middle of the period of the Judges their power appears 
to have increased considerably, which has given rise to the conjecture 
that they were strengthened by a fresh immigration from their original 
home. This supposition is unnecessary; the agricultural and commercial 
advantages of Uieir country, the suitability pf its level plain for military 
manoeuvres (i Sam. xiii. 5), the necessity of a special effort to resist 
the encroachments of their new neighbours, are quite sufficient to 
account for this development. 

They now became a constant source of annoyance to the Israelites, 
establishing strong posts and making predatory raids, so that there 
was no security for life or property. Cp. Jud. v. 6; i Sam. xxiii. i. 
The first hint of their active hostility is in connexion with Shamgar 
(Jud. iii. 31): and somewhat later they reduced the Israelites to the 
condition of tributary vassals (i Sam. iv. 9). Samson's heroic exploits 
relieve the disgrace of a forty years' submission : but after his death, 
and the capture of the Ark, the nation seems to have resigned itself to 
despair till Samuel rallied their scattered energies, and routed the 
Philistines at Ebenezer. But their power was not broken ; Saul was 
constantly at war with them, and met his death fighting against them 
on the fatal field of Gilboa. David captured Gath (i Chr. xviii. i), 
and Solomon included Philistia in his empire (i Kings iv. 21, 24 
Azzah=Gaza). But the Division of the Kingdom was the signal for 
the revival of their power, and they continued enemies of both king- 
doms to the end. It was not till after the time of the Maccabees that 
their national existence finally came to an end, and Philistia was at 
length annexed to the Roman province of Syria. 
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Two notices in profane history may be mentioned to illustrate the 
strength and importance of the Philistine cities. Ashdod held out 
against Psammitichus king of Egypt for twenty-nine years, about 
), "th( " ----- 



630 B.C. (i.e. in the reign of Tosiah), "the longest siege,*' says Herodotus, 
"of any that we know" (Herod. .11. 157). Three hundred years later 
Gaza dared to challenge the triumphant progress of Alexsmder the 
Great, and baffled all the efforts of his engineers to take it for at least 
two months. See Grote's Hist, of Greece.^ ch. xciii. 

(5) By a strange irony of fate the name of the territory of the 
detested Philistines has become our familiar title for the whole of the 
Holy Land. Palestine is a Greek form of Pelesheth^ the Hebrew for 
PhiUstia, and the name of the district with which Greek traders 
became familiar through Philistine commerce gradually came to be 
applied to the whole country of Canaan. In the E. V. "Palestine" is 
only used as synonymous with Philistia, and though its modem and 
extended meaning appears already in Shakespeare, the limited mean- 
ing survived till the time of Milton, who speaks of Dagon as "that 
twice battered god of Palestine." (Hymn on the Nativity^ 199.) 



NOTE V. 
On the exterminating wars of the Israelites. 

The "moral difficulty" of the exterminating wars of the Israelites is 
admirably treated by Professor Mozley in his lectures on the Old Testa- 
ment entitled Ruling Ideas in Early Ages, (See especially Lectures iv 
and x). Such wars, involving the innocent along with the guilty in a 
common destruction, are incompatible not only wim the Law of Love but 
vnth the Idea of Justice taught by the GospeL How, it is asked, could 
they ever have been commanded by God? " It is replied that God is 
the Author of life and death, and that He has the right at any time to 
deprive any number of His creatures of life, whether by the natural 
instrumentality of pestilence or famine, or by the express employment 
of man as His instrument of destruction^. This as an abstract defence 
is unquestionably true, nor can it be denied that as soon as a Divine 
command to exterminate a whole people becomes known to another 
people, they have not only the right, but are under the strictest 
obligation to execute such a command^." To some minds such a 
command seems strange and perplexing, but it must be remembered 
that there are times when a signal demonstration of Divine Justice is 
needed for mankind in the interests of morality; that there are times 
when stern judgment is the truest mercy; and that the penalty of pre- 
mature physical death is by no means the most terrible fate which can 
overtake men even in this world. 

1 This is Butlei's defence in his Analogy^ Part 11. ch. 3. 
* Ruling IdeaSf p. 84. 
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But the difficulty still remains, how a nation could be convinced that 
it was to be the executioner of God's judgments, and how it could execute 
them in so terrible a way without injury to its moral consciousness. 

The solution is to be found in the defective Oriental idea of Justice. The 
destruction of a nation for the sin of its ancestors, or of a family for the 
offence of its head, was a common Oriental practice. It was not repug- 
nant to the current sense of right; rather it satisfied a certain passionate 
excess of justice, which craved for vengeance and desired to vent itself 
on the criminal's surroundings as well as himself This indiscriminating 
kind of vengeance was due to the defective sense of human individuality, 
the want of a true perception of the rights and responsibilities of each 
man as an independent being. This feefing was no doubt shared by the 
Israelites. But with them such acts were expressly prohibited as a 
part of ordinary judicial procedure (Deut. xxiv. 10), and in this 
respect they were on a higher level than other Oriental nations. But 
when God saw fit by the mouth of a prophet who was recognised as His 
accredited messenger to enjoin the execution of such a sentence, there 
was no moral resistance to it. It could be accepted without hesitation 
as coming from God, and executed without any violation of their sense 
of justice. 

Such commands were an "accommodation" to the moral and religious 
state of the nation to which they were given. Revelation is progressive, 
and God's dealings with the chosen people, while designed to raise and 
educate them, were necessarily conditioned by their moral state at any 
given period. It need hardly be said that such commands are incon- 
ceivable under the Gospel dispensation. The fanatics of the seventeenth 
century, who sought to justify regicide by the example of Samuel and 
Agag, "knew not what spirit they were of." 



NOTE VI. 
On the text of chapters xvii. and xviii. 

1. The Septuagint Version in its oldest form as preserved in the 
Vatican MS. (B) differs considerably from the present Hebrew text in 
chapters xvii. and xviii. It does not contain the following passages : 
xvii. I a — 31, 41, 48 (partly), 50, 55 — 58; xviii. i — 5, and the greater 
part of 6, 9 — II, 17 — 19, 29 b, 30. There are besides a few minor 
variations. 

Some of these passages are wanting in a few other MSS. beside B : in 
the Alexandrine (A) and most other MSS. they have been inserted : but 
it is clear that at least xvii. 12 — 31 was not in the archetype firom which 
A was copied, and the style of the version proves conclusively that it is 
no part of the original Septuagint, but derived from some other source, 
perhaps the version of Theodotion, which was executed in the second 
century a. d. 

I. SAMUEL i6 
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The result of these omissions is a straightforward and consistent 
narrative free from the difficulties of the Hebrew text. David, in virtue 
of his appointment as armour-bearer (xvi. 21) has accompanied Saul into 
the valley of Elah : he challenges and slays Goliath, and on his return 
at the close of the campaign is welcomed by the songs of the women of 
Israel : by his further miUtary successes he wins the afifections of the 
people and the love of Michal. Three stages in the development of 
Saul's enmity are clearly marked : {a) xviii. la, "he was afraid of him ; " 
(b) xviii. 15, "he stood in awe of him," and endeavoured indirectlv to 
get rid of him; (c) xviii. 29, xix. i, "he was yet more afraid of David," 
and gave orders for his murder. 

2. The Hebrew text, on the other hand, presents serious internal 
difficulties, and appears to combine two inconsistent accounts of David's 
introduction to the court of Saul. Ch. xvi. 19 ff. relates how David 
was summoned to court for his musical skill, won Saul's affection, and 
became his armour-bearer : whereas in ch. xvii. we find him absent from 
the army in time of war, and only accidentally brought to the camp by 
an errand to his brothers : regarded as a mere shepherd-boy unaccustomed 
to the use of weapons : unknown apparently to me king and to Abner. 

Minor objections are (a) that the notice of Jesse in ch. xvii. 12 ff. 
appears superfluous after that in ch. xvi., and the Hebrew shews evident 
signs of having been pieced together at this point : {d) that the anticipa- 
tion in xviii. 5 of facts which are recorded m their natural order in w, 
13, 14 is strange : {c) that Saul's threat to murder David on the very day 
after their return appears premature, and is inconsistent with his subse- 
quent promotion of him : (d) that the marriage of Merab to Adriel is in- 
volved in some doubt, for in 2 Sam. xxi. 8 the Heb. reads " the five sons 
of MicAal.,. whom she bare to Adriel." 

8. The following explanations of the chief difficulties have been 
offered, (i) That David's residence at the court related in xvi. 22 was not 
permanent; he was only summoned when Saul's madness required his 
services; and the notice "he became his armour-bearer" refers to what 
happened eventually after the slaughter of Goliath ; the writer, according 
to a common practice of Hebrew historians, anticipating the course of 
events. (2) That Saul's ignorance may be accounted for by supposing 
that he had only seen David in his fits of madness, and possibly not 
for some time, and so failed to recognise him; while Abner would not 
be likely to trouble himself to inquire about the family of a minstrel- 
boy in occasional attendance on the king. (3) According to another 
hypothesis, Saul's inquiry in xviii. 55 ff. concerns not David but his 
father, and does not shew any want of recognition of David, but was 
prompted by the wish to ascertain "whether his coming of any warrior 
lineage might justify tome hope of a prosperous issue of the unequal 
conflict;" or by a desire to know the parentage of his future son-in- 
law. (4) Another theory assumes that the events of ch. xvi, were really 
subsequent to those of ch. xvii. ; and in support of this view stress is 
laid upon the expression "man of war" applied to David in xvi. 18. 
But this explanation is incompatible with xviii. 2, which definitely 
states that David's residence at court after the slaughter of Goliath was 
continuous. 
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«. The most probable coocliaioa appean to be that the Septuagint 
pieserves the text of tliese chapters in the form in which it was otiginalljr 
published, and that at some subsequent date the additions now found in 
the Hebrew text were made from a different source, either documentary 
or traditional. It is unlikely that the Septuagint translators would have 
been guilty of a deliberate mutilation of the text; and still more unlikely 
that a number of intentional omissions would have resulted in a simple 
uid connected narraCiTe, if the Hebrew text was originally a bomo> 
geneous whole, derived from the same source or written by one hand. 

S. The historical value of these additions must remain a moot ques- 
tion. Perhaps the two narratives might be satisfactorily harmonized if 
we had all the facts before us i as it is, the difGcutties must be candidly 
acknowledged. 

It may seem to some readers rash to doubt the integrity of the Hebrew 
text. But it must be borne in mind that the Septuagint is by far the 
most ancient evidence we possess for the text of Che O.T., the oldest 
known Hebrew MS. not being earlier than the loth (or possibly gth) 
century A.D., and that though the additions to the Hebrew text were 
doubtless made before the Christian era, the Greelt Scriptures used by 
the Evangelists and Apostles in all protiability did not contain the pas- 
sages of which the genuineness is suspected. 



The striking resemblance of the narrative of ch. xxvi. in many points 
to that of ch. udii. 19 — xxiv. 11 has led some commentators to suppose 
that it Is oidy a more detailed account of the same event. The main 
points of agreement between the narratives are (a) the conduct of the 
Ziphites; {^ Saul's pursuit of David; (r) David's generous refusal to take 
Saul's life. Besides these there are several minor coincidences both of 
circumstance and language. 

Bat on the other hand la] there is no great improbability in supposing 
that David twice occupied a convenient position m the hill of Hachilah, 
and was twice betrayed by the Ziphites. (i) Saul, it is said, must have 
been "a moral monster" deliberately to repeat his pursuit of David 
under Che same circumstances. To this it n 
the history proves Saul to have been fickle and 
may well have spared Saul's life on two difTe 
only natural that in the accounts of two simil 
several close coincidences. 

Farther, if the narratives are closely examii 
the differences outweigh the resemblances, an< 
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durmg a pursuit which lasted several years, and was confined to a 
small distnct. The following points should be noticed. 

(a) The section xxiii. 19 — ^xxiv. 12 contains a narrative of what took 
place upon two distinct occasions, separated by Saul's being called away 
to repel a Philistine raid (xxiii. 17); nere there is no indication of such 
an interval between Saul's arrival at Hachilah and David's visit to his 
camp. 

(6) The scene of the interview is different in each case. Hcgre it is 
the camp at Hachilah : there a cave at £n-gedi. 

(^) The circumstances differ. Here David deliberately enters Saul's 
camp and takes his spear, &c.: there he accidentally gets Saul into his 
power in the cave in which he was concealed, and deprives him of the 
lappet of his robe. 

{eC) The persons concerned here are mentioned by name : there only 
"die men" m general are spoken of. 

(e) The point of the conversation is different : here Saul only uses 
general language; there he acknowledges that David will be king and 
exacts an oath from him : here David indignantly demands to know why 
he is persecuted ; there he lays stress on his having spared the king^ 
life as a proof of his innocence. 

(/) The general circumstances of this narrative correspond to a later 
perioid o^ David^s life, when David was bolder, and Saul more hardened; 
and it would appear from xxvii. i that this pursuit was the final act of per- 
secution which drove David to quit the country and take refuge at Gath. 



NOTE VIII. 
On the narrative of Chapter XXVIII. 7 ff. 

Does the scene in the witch of Endor's house describe a real appa- 
rition, or an imposture? In the former case, was it (i) Samuel himself 
who appeared and spoke, or (3) a demon counterfeiting the form of 
Samuel ? In the latter case, (3) was the woman self-deceived, or (4) did 
she deliberately impose upon Saul ? 

(i) That the spirit of Samuel himself appeared was the view of the 
ancient Jewish church. This is attested (a) by the Sept. addition in 
I Chr. X. 13; ''Saul asked counsel of her that had a familiar spirit, to 
inquire of her ; and Samuel made answer to him : (i) by the book of 
Ecclesiasticus (xlvi. 30); "After his death [Samuel] prophesied, and 
shewed the king his end, and lifted up his voice from the earth in pro- 
phecy :" (c) by Josephus; and the generality of Jewish commentators. 

The same opinion was maintained by early Christian writers, e.g. 
Justin Martyr, Ori|^en, Augustine, and others. 

Unquestionably it is the plain and natural meaning of the narrative. 
The expressions in v. 15, "Samuel said to Saul;" v. 16, "Then 
said Samuel;" v. 30, "the words of Samuel;" leave no doubt of this. 
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The objection however is made tliat it is impos^le to believe that 
God would have allowed the wilch to call up the spirit of Samuel. 
This objection has some weight. But it does not appear that his ap- 
pearance ii to be regarded as the result of the witch's incantations. 
" None was more amazed at the success of her oecTomancies than the 
sorceress herself." It was not the witch who compelled Samuel to ap- 
pear but God who sent the spirit of His servant to confound her, 
and to punish the king and pronounce final sentence on him for his 
dns. The apparition was a fulfilment of God's words bv the prophet 
Ezetciel (liv. 4, 7); "Every one of the house of Israel.. .which separateth 
himself from Me, and setteth up his idols in his heart... and eometh to 
a prophet to inquire of him concerning Me ; I the LoKD will answer 
him by myself." 

(1) The view that the appearance of Samuel was a diabolical delu- 
sion appears first in TertuUian, who says: "The pythonic spirit was 
permitted to assume the form of Samuel, for it is inconceivable that 
the soul of any saint, much less of a prophet, was drawn forth by a 
derooa" {De anima c, 57). Jerome followM him; and the Iheologians 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, led by Luthei and Calvin, held 
the same opinion, arguing that it was impossible that God should have 
allowed His prophet to be the victim of diabolical sorceries. This view 
starts Irom a friari reasoning as to what is possible and what is not, 
instead of taking the plain sense of the narrative ; and the dif&culty on 
which it is based has been answered above. 

(3) A modem hypothesis, supposes that the witch wrought herself 
into a state of ecstasy in which she deceived herself into imagining that 
ahe saw Samuel, and heard him speak. But thongh (his may have 
been the usual character of her sorceries, it woald appear that on the 
present occasion the apparition was of a character for which she was 
not prepared; and though it is not certain that Saul saw the Rgnre of 
Samuel, the dialogue is carried on between them directly, without the 
witch's intervention. 

(4) Another theory regards the "fRiif •« « (l..1i1i»rai» tm™itiiir» 
practised upon Saul by the witch, wh 

Hhe really saw nothing, and contrived 
own voice or that of a confederate was 
linds no support in the narrative, wli 
sentence of doom pronounced upon S 
destroys the dread s%nificance of the 
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The usual identification of IQrjath 
lately beoi called in question by Lieut 
it at '£rma, four miles E. of win Si. 
of the IVady-a-Suna- at Valley of 
respooda to the form Arim, which 
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Jearim in later times (Ezra ii. 95) ; the dense brushwood still clothing 
the hills agrees with the meaning of the name " City of Forests;" and 
the position suits the data much better than the Kuryet-el-enab site. See 
Pal. Expl. Fund Quart. Paper for Oct 1881, p. a6i. 

In the neighbourhood of *Erma '* the survey party fixed the situation 
oiDeir Aban, *the Convent of the Stone,' which St Jerome identifies 
with the site of Ebenezer, * the Stone of Help.'. . . The situation of Uie 
site seems to render the traditional view not miprobably correct, for the 
village stands at the mouth of the great valley down which undoubtedly 
the Philistine hosts were driven." P. E. F. Quart, Paper for Jan. 1883, 

p. 43« 



NOTE X. 

On Chapter XV. 9. 

The word mishntm which stands in our present Hebrew text does 
not mean fatlings^ but, as it is rendered in the margin, of the second 
sortf or, of the second birth. Animals of the second birth are said to have 
been more highly prized, but this sense is doubtfiil : the context clearly 
excludes the meaning second-rate: and it is best to emend the Hebrew 
text by the insertion of a single letter, so as to get a word meaning fat- 
ting, ITie E. V. follows some of the ancient versions (Targum, Syriac, 
Arabic) in this rendering. 
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Words explained and modem names of places are printed in italics. 



Abel, 84 

Abel-Meholah, 168 

Abiathar, 190 

Abishai, 308 

Abner, probably Saul's cou»n, 139; his 
influence, axo 

Aqhish, 184, ax3 

AddfUa =\ordf 336 

Adullam, 185 

Agap, X43 

a^atnst, lot 

Ahiah, perhaps a Ahimelech, 199 

Ahimelech, zao 

Aid el Ma, x86 

Ain-yAlAdf 333 

Ain-Jidy, 195 

Ain-Shems, 83 

Akir, -jZ 

Amalekites, 140; final destruction of, 
143 

Ammonites, 1x3, X38 

Amorites, 91 

Anakim, 153 

Anointed, the Lord's, xx8 

anointing, 105 

Aphek, 70, 333 

Arabah, 194 

Ark^ the, symbol of Jehovah's G)vetiant 
with Israel, 7X, 74: at Shiloh. 64: cap- 
tured by the Philistines, 73 £r; at Kir- 
jath-jearim, 87, 133 

armour-bearer, zsp 

arms, exchan^ o^ X64 

army, formation of a standing, 133 

Aroer, 339 

arrogancy^ S3 

artiJUrv, z8x 

Ashdo(L 75 

Asherakj 88 

Ashtoreth, 88 

Askelon, temple of Venus at, 333 

mssa^ftd^ X59 

AUlTt 839 



Augustine, on David* x6o 
avoided^ 166 

Baal. 88 

bear, 159 

bedf 3SX 

Bedan, xso 

Beer-sheba, 68 

heged, 173 

Beisdn, 335 

Beit Fasedt 153 

Beiiin, 93 

Beiialf son or daughter qf^ 48 

Benjamin, tribe of; X03 

Benjamites, expert slingers, i6c 

Besor, the brook, 335 

Beth-aven, 135 

Beth-car, 90 

Bethel, 93 

Bethel in Judah, 339 

Beth-horon, 137, 134 

Bethlehem, 148 

Beth-shan, 3^3 

Beth-shemesh, 83 

Bezek, 1x5 

^/<ff5Mt^« present, 303 

blood, eating with the, X35 

bottle, 50, 303 

hottghtt of a sling, 204 

Bozez, X30 

brass, xs4 

burning of the dead, 233 

burnt-offering, 84, 89 

came upoK, 1x5 

candlestick, the golden, 64 

Carmel, 143 

carriage^ 157 

ceremonial, useless when divorced from 

devotion, 145 
€hampi4m, X53, 163 
cktrem, X4X 
CherethitCM, 3a6 
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Char-ashan, 830 

CMresk --wood, 199 

cMzik-secT, xoo 

Chronicles, additional information from, 

x86, 8x3, ax7 
CMutf 77 
coat, 58 

coai of mail, X54 
contntune, x68 
con/ectionarieSt 06 
congregation ojf Israel, ixo 
conversant, aox 

coronation, English ceremonies of, 105 
covert, soa 
cross, the fiery, 1x5 
cruse, 309 
cubit, XS3 
cunning, 151 

Dagon, 76 

Dan, 68 

dancing, X64 

David, life and character of, 38 — ^41 ; {ai 
at Bethlehem, 38; {b) at court, 39; {c) 
as an outlaw, 39, 40; training for the 
throne, 40 ; contrasted with Saul, 40 ; 
friendship with Jonathan, 41, X63; 
meaning of name, 150; anointing of, 
X48ff; fight with Goliath, X59; faith 
of, rs9', celebration of his victory, 
164; Saul's Jealousy of, 165; marriage 
with Michal, x68; advancement, x66; 
life attempted bv Saul, 165, X7X ; 
escapes by MichaPs help, X7a : goes to 
Samuel at Ramah, X73; at Nob, 183; 
at Gath, X84, 2x3; at AduUam, X85; 
character of his hand of men, 186; 
genius for ruling, 186; meeting and 
marriage with Abigail, 303 ff.; at Ziklag, 
3T3 ; falsehoods, 2x5, 333 ; imperfect 
morality, 315 ; friends gained during 
outlaw life, 330. 

deep sleep, 009 

disarmament of the Israelites, xaS 

discomfit, 90 

diviners, 79 

Doeg, X84 

dowry, 168 

^tffs* plough, 96 

Eben-ezer, 70, 90 

Ecclesiasticus, quoted, 4X, 1x9 

Edom, a name for Rome in later Jewish 
writings, 337 

Edomites, X38 

Ekron, 78 

Elah, valley of, xsa 

elders. 94 

Eli, his descent. 47; character, 67 ; doom 
on his house mlnlled, 189 

Eliab, 149 

EWhim, 59, 319 

JSmr^s valley, 83, 153 

Emerods, jf 

En-dor, 3x8 



Endor, witdi of, 3x8, 344 

Bn-gedi, X95 

ephah, «o 

Ephes-dammim, x5a 

Ephod, the, X33, 3x7 

ephod, 57, 189 

Ephraim^ mount, 43 

Ephrathite, 44, 155 

Er-Ram, 43 

Esdraelon, battles in the plain of, 331 

Eshtemoa, 339 

EsSem.iUi, 339 

Exodu% allusions to the, 73, 8x 

Ezel, 178 

faint, 336; derivation of some Heh. words 

for, x^5 
faith, victory of, X3x, z6o 
yW/,68 

familiar spirit, 3x6 
forever^ 50, X36 
friendships, famous, X63 
F^Ueh, 323 

Gad, 187 

^af = ravine, X53, x63 

Gallim, 307 

Gath, 78; traces of David's residence 

at, 3XX 
garrison, 107 
Geba, X07, X23 
Gerzites, 314 
Geshurites, 3x4 
Gezrites, 3x4 

Sants, XS3 
ibeah, X33 ; town or district, Z07, X39 

Gideon, 130 

Gilboa, 3x7 

Gilgal, 93 

Glory, the=the Shediinah, 75 

God, when printed in capitals in E.V., 
336; vindicates His HoUnessi^ 85; Om- 
nipresence of, not yet realised, 107, 
sxx; His repentance, 143, 146; said to 
harden men s hearts, 59 ; to move men 
to do evil, 3xo; His commands relative 
to the condition of their recipients, 341 

God save the king, origin of, 1x2 

gods, 319 

Gog, 338 

Gofiatl^ X53 

gorget, XS4 

grave. Si 

greaves, X54 

groves, 88 

Hachilah, X93 
Hannah, 44 

Haphtarak, 56, xxr, X78 
harden the heart, God said to^ 59 
Hareth, X87 
harp, X08 

harvest^ scene described, 83 ; time o^ 83) 
rain in, zax 
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Havilah, 143 

Hasor, xao 

htartt Scripture meaning of, zo8 

Hebrew MSS., 24; date of, 943; errors 

of» 85, 93, 96, 123, 184, 16a, 8X4, aao, 

aa7 
Hebrews, ose of the name, 71, 124, 133 
Hebron, 330 

Hierarchy, period of th^ 97 
ki^h-places, 125 
His^-priesb, why two in David's reign, 

ax7 
Hireskt 193 
Hittites, 908 
hold, 187 
holiness a spedal attribute of Jehovah, 

86 
HomoeoUUutoKt 106, 137 
honey, 135 
Hormah, 330 
kom, to exalt the, 5a 
hoets, 235 
housetop, Z04 

liaik, Z15 

Ichabod, 75 

increase, 62 

inquire of the Lord, zxi 

IsQui. Z39 

Israel, epochs in the history of, fa) The* 
ocracy, 26, (J>) Monarchy. 27, (c) Hier- 
archy, 27 ; subjection to tne PhiUstines* 
87, 128; congregation of, zzo; rejpre- 
sented by elders, 94^ divisions olthe 
nation, zzz; exterminating wars of, 
840 

Jabesh-Gilead, zx4, zz6; gratitude of its 
inhabitants to Satil, xz6 

yattir, 909 

[cba, Z07, zas 

Jeoel FnkAa, aij 

Vebel Hadhirth, zao 
Jbhovah, true pronunciation of, lost, 336; 
rei>resented in £.V. by Lord, 336; the 
living God, Z57; the Name of, z6i; 
wars of, X67, ao4; enemies of, aa9 

felbdn, ax7 

fephthah, zao 

ferahmeelites, 2x5 

f eremiah, references to Shiloh in, 65 

ferubbaal, xao 
Jerusalem, x6a 

Jeshimon, Z93 
Jesse. Z48 
jewel, ^ 

Jezreel, aaa 

lesreel of Judah, 007 

[oab, 808 

fonathan, his fiiendship with David, 4Z, 
Z63 ; meaning of the name, za^ ; his 
unmtentional transgression, 137; heroic 
character, 137 ; rescued by the people, 
138; gives his anns to David, X64; re- 

•1. SAMUEL 



news his covenant iRath David. Z76: 
parting vfith David, Z93; death amo 
Durial, aa3 

Judas Maocabaeus, X3t^ X3^ 

Judges, the period of, its character, 26; 
chronology, 70; oppressions during, 
X19; judges referred to, xao; resem- 
blance to language of book of, xao 

justice, imperfect Oriental idea of, 24Z 

Keilah, Z90 

Kenites, Z4z 

Khards, Z87 

Khoreisa, Z93 

Khureitun, z86 

Kila, i^ 

King, sin of the request for a, 94 ; wh^ 
granted, 26, 27; character of^an On- 
ental, 95 ; early sdlusion to a, 55 ; when 
anointed, X05 

kinndr, xo8 

Kirjath-jearim, 86 

El Kelak, 194 

Kthibh^ Z4 

KtMeiRahU, zo6 

Kuryet-el-enah, 86 

Kunmul, Z43 

Laish, ao7 

lamp of God, 64 

Law, book of the, iza 

lighted, ao3 

lion, 159 

Lord— Jbhovah, 936 

Lord of Hosts, 335 

lords of the Philistines, 77 

lots, use of, zzz, Z37 

/MCfV, 93 

madness. Oriental regard for, Z85 

Magogs 938 

Maon, Z94 

meals quickly prepared in the East, aaz 

measure, aoa 

nuat, Z79 

M^A 58 

men €^ Keilah, Z99 
Merab, X67, 343 

Messiam, expectation of, developed^ by 
the Monarchy, 37 ; meaning of title, 

imce, plague of, 77, 80, 8x 
Michmash, passage of, X29 
Migron, Z99 
Mizpah, 88 
Mizpeh of Moab, z86 
Moabites, ZZ3, Z38 
Monarchy, period of the, 27 
mourning, signs of, 73 
mother, reproach cast on a, z8o 
MUhhmAs, X23 
music, power of, zsz 



Nabal, 200 



17 



350 
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ndHm pr opYitt, xoo 
fMcAo/— ravine, 14x9 325 
Nahash, 2x3 
Naioth^ in 
Name of Jdiovah, xaa 
Nasarite vow, 47 

«M^/, X08 

Nefy IhtJky, ax6 
Ntfy Samwil, j.3, 88 
necromancy, axs 
JV^/z^^soutn- country, 334 
Ner, probably Saul's uncle, 139 
new moon, 175 
Nob, x8a 

Oaths characteristic of Samuel and Kings, 

Ob» familiar spirit, 3x6 

obligations, otmflict of ceremonial and 
moral, X83 

offeriMg, 60 

Old Testament, Hebrew divirion of, 35; 
difference fi:om seailar histories, 34; 
recordof preparation for the Incarna- 
tion, 35 ; periods of history in, 34 — 38 ; 
mcral difficulties of, 340 

Omnipresence of God not yet realised, 
X07 

M» — of, 315 

Ophrah, 137 

Oriental custom of kings murdering their 
predecessor's family, 177, 198 

Palestine, derivation of, 940 
Paran, wdderaess of, 199 
parched com, X56, ao3 
/or/s share, 339 
rartridge, sxx 
Peninnah, 44 
/A?/^— army, 70^ 134 
Ptradventuht 99 
pertaiKy ao3 

Philistines^ origin of, 338; country of^ 
338; govenament of, 339; history of, 

/Mrrs monument, 143 

polygamy, 44 

prayer, postures for, 51 

preeumst 63 

presents, 99, 1x3, X5X 

presumptuous sins, 66 

priest's share of sacrifice, 56, xq3; duties, 

60 
^ro^hesy, X07, x66 
irSpfuit xoo 
Frophets, order of, 33, 34; schools of, 33. 

X73 : value to the nation, 34 : national 

historians, xO| xx, ^ 
Psalms illustrating this period kA David's 

Ufe, 38 ; on Goliath, x6a ; referred to, 

vii. X75, 197; xxxiv. X85; JDOcv. X98; 

lii. x88; liv. X93, 307; Ivi. X85; IviL 195; 

lix. X7x; Ixiii 187; cxlii. X95 
psaltery, xo8 



/«/ hit Ufe in his hand, 170 

Rachel's sepulchre, xo6 
rain in harvest, x3x 
raising 303 
Raman, site of, 43 
Ram- Allah, 43 
Ramoth, 339 
ndtmpiuni, xx9 
reheartt, 97 

repentance, God's, X43, 146 
rmufsraid, 3x4 
rdih^9/tKt, xoo 
ruddy, X50 
runners, 9<^ 189 

Sabaoth, 335 

sacrifice, 60 

sacrmce, description of a, 50 

sacrifice, family, 176 

jom/* thought, X49^ 167 

saints, 55 

salvation, 53 

Samson, contemporary with Eli, 70 

Samuel, meaning of name, ^9; life and 
work of, 39 — 33; contrastea with Eli's 
sons, f 7; age at his call, 63 ; nature of 
his ministry at Shiloh, 67; as inter- 
cessor, 88, X43 ; fareweU address, 1x7; 
pastoial visits, X48; death and burial, 
199; apparition, 3x9, 344; judgeship. 



30^ 89; work in establishing the 
kingdom, 30; Saul's coiunsellor, 3x; 
founder of'^the Prc^hetic Order, sx* 
priestiy functions, 31, 32, 63, 63; 
character, 3a 

Samuel, Books of, original unitv of the 
books, 9 ; tities in LXX. and Vulgate, 
9; meaning of the titie, 9; authoiihip, 
xo; sources, xo— xa; date, xa; canon- 
icity, ^ X3 ; historiod accuracy, X3 ; 
materials for determining the text, 
X4 — x6 

Analysis of the contents, 17 — 33 ; 
chronology, 33—34; place in the his- 
tory of the Kingdom of God, 34 — 30 ; 
references to in N. T. X3, X37 ; probable 
later additions to, 34X — 343; supposed 
duplicate narratives in, 343 

sanctfA, X48 

Saul, life and character o( 35~'37; 
length of his reign, 33, 133; reasons 
for his rejection, 36; meaning of the 
name, 97 J confirmation of his kmgdom, 
XX7; anomted, X05, 1x7; sinatGilgal, 
X36; his rash oath and its conse- 
quences, X3f ; his wars, 138 { his family, 
X39; commission to destroy Amalek, 
X40; his failure, X44; abolition of 
witdicraft, X4n ; never really penitent^ 
X46; possessed by an evil spirit, X50; 



INDEX. 



251 



Jealousy of David, 165 1 attempts on 
David's life, 165, 171 ; Saul among the 
prophets, 109, 174; deserted by God, 
3X7 : consults the witch, ax6ff; death 
and burial, 331 ff 

Scopus, 88 

Krabkd, 185 

script x6o 

seer, xoo 

Sela-hammahlekoth, 195 

Seneh, 130 

Septuagint, date and character of, 14— 
16; value and interest, 15; MSS. of, 
15 ; variations from Heb. text, 51, 69, 
77, 8x, 8s. X05, 1x3, xx8, X37, X3X, 133, 
«33. »34. X37i X43. «55» »6o, 163, X63, 
165, x66, 167, x68, 185, x88, X9X, 194, 
3x3, 330. 334, 931. a4»— "43 

.SVyvM>-lord, 77 

serpent, the brazen, 8x 

servants, xsx 

set by, 169, 3X9 

Shaaraim, x6a 

Shammafau 149 

Skechinak, 75 

sheep, 3X4 

sheepfolds, 196 

sheep-shearing, aoo 

Skeol. 54, 3IQ 

Skephilah^law caoDXrf, xi^fa, 338 

shewbread, X83 

shield-bearer, 154 

Shiloh, site of, 45; com]>1ete ruin of, 39, 
86 ; not the only religious centre, 93 

Skuk-ed-Dubba, 137 

Shunem, 3x6 

Shur, X43 

Shuwetkeh, X5a 

single combats, X55 

Sipnmoth, 339 

s/nrt, 146 

sling, x6o 

Sochoh, x5a 

Sbiam, 3x6 

songs, popular, 165, X85 

span, X53 

spear, a symbol of royalty, x66 

Spirit of the Lord, xo8, X50 

q;>irit, an evil, from the Lord, 150 

spoU, division of, 338 

Streng^tk of Israel, X46 

stripling, 163 

x/ae^ XX3 

symbolical actions, xxs, 146 

Ubemade, at Shiloh, 47: at Nob X83; 

women serving m, sx 
tabernacle of the congregation, 59 
tabret, 108, X65 
et Taiyibek, X37 



take thought for, 99 

taie, X69 

target, 154 

Targum, x6; specimen o^ 336; quoted, 

89, X44, xss, X73 
Telaim, X4X 
Telem, 3x4 

TeU' or TnUU-el-Fui, X07 
Tell Main, 194 
Tell-es-SAfi, 78 
Tell Zakariya, x63 
TellZtf, 19a 
Temple, 47 
Terapfum, 173 
Theocracy, period of the, 96 
timbrel, xoo, X65 
tdph, X08 
trench, 157 
trespass-offering, 80 
troop, 337 

uncircumdsed, epithet for the Philistines, 

X3i> 331 
uncover the ear, xos 

Urim and Thummim, 137, 3x7 

utterly destroy, X4x 

valley, different Hebrew words for, 83. 

X4X, X53, 385 ^ ^ 
versions, of the O. T., 14 — xo 
vows, 47 
Vulgate, i6, 148 

JVadv Ararak, 339 

IVadv Malaki, 105 

IVadv es Sherian, 336 

IVaav es Sunt, x^s 

Wady es Suweinit, 133; meaning of 

name, X3x 
IVady Ydbis, 1x4 
waway, X57 
wars, exterminatmg, 340 
ward, X70 

watches of the night, xx6 
wax J 64 
wealth, 6z 
weaning, 49 
weeping, xx4 
wilderness, X58 
witch of Endor, 344 
wizard, 3x6 
worship, many places for, during this 

period, 33, 93, xox 

Zeboim, valley of, X37 

Zelzah, xo6 

Zerin, 333 

Ziklag, 3x3; its value to David, 313 

Ziph, 193 

Zobah, X38 
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THE CAMBRIDGE BIBLE FOR 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES. 

General Editors: 

J. J. S. Perowne, D.D., Bishop of Worcester. 

A. F. KiRKPATRicK, D.D., Regius Professor of Hebrew, 

^iniQm tit tbt 9res(0* 

Guardian. — * * // is difficult to commend too highly this excellent series** 

Academy. — ** TTie modesty of the general title of this series has, we 
believe, led many to misunderstand its character and underrate its value. 
The books are well suited for study in the upper forms of our best schools, 
but not the less are they adapted to the wants of all Bible students who 
are not specialists. We doubt, indeed, whether any of the numerous 
popular commentaries recently issued in this country will be found more 
serviceable for general use" 

Baptist Magazine. — ** One of the most popular and useful literary 
enterprises of the nineteenth century" . 

Sword and Trowel. — ** Of great value. The whole series of com- 
ments for schools is highly esteemed by students .capable of forming a 
judgment. The books are scholarly without being pretentious : and in- 
formation is so given as to be easily understood" 

Sunday School Chronicle. — ** There are no better books in exposition 
of the different parts of Scripture than those contained in the Cambridge 
Bible for Schools and Colleges, The series has long since established its 
claim to an honourable plcLce in the front rank of first-rate commentaries; 
and the tectcher or preacher who masters its volumes will be, like Apollos, 
* mighty in the Scriptures* All conscientious and earnest students of the 
Scriptures owe an immense debt to the Cambridge University Press for its 
Bible for Schools and Colleges, Take it for all in all, it is probably the 
most useful commentary alike on the Old Testament and on the New that 
has been given us in recent years,** 

n. Samuel. Academy, — ** Small as this work is in mere dimensions, 
it is every way the best on its subject and for its purpose that we know 
of. The opening sections at once prove the thorough competence of the 
writer for dealing with questions of criticism in an earnest, faithful and 
devout spirit ; and the appendices discuss a few special difficulties with a 
full knowledge of the data, and a jadicial reserve, which contrast most 
favourably viath the superficial dogmatism which has too often made the 
ex^esis of the Old Testament a neld for the play of unlimited paradox 
and the ostentation of personal infallibility. The notes are always clear 
and suggestive ; never trifling or irrelevant ; and they everywhere demon- 
strate the great difference in value between the work of a commentator 
who is also a Hebraist^ and that of one who has to depend for his 
Hebrew upon secondhand sources." 

I. Kings and Ephesians. Sword and Trowel, — " With great hearti- 
ness we commend these most valuable little commentaries. We had 

9-7-97 

Z0OO9 



1 CAMBRIDGE BIBLE FOR SCHOOLS <Sr- COLLEGES. 

rather purchase these than nine out of ten of the big blown up exposi- 
tions. Quality is far better than quantity, and we have it here." 

Bira and Vehtmiali. Guardian, — <* Professor Ryle's Commentary 
is quite the best work on these books accessible to the English reader. ' 

Christian World, — " This book should be in the library of every 
Bible Student." 

Tlia Bo<dc of Job. Spectator, — " Able and scholarly as the Introduc- 
tion is, it is far surpassed by the detailed exegesis of the book. In this 
Dr Davidson's strength is at its greatest. His linguistic knowledge, 
his artistic habit, his scientific insight, and his literary power have fiill 
scope when he comes to exegesis." 

Methodist Recorder, — "Already we have frequently called attention 
to this exceedingly valuable work as its volumes have successively ap- 
peared. But we have never done so with greater pleasure, very seldom 
with so great pleasure, as we now refer to the last published volume, 
that on the Book of Job, by Dr Davidson, of Edinburgh.... We cordially 
commend the volume to all our readers. The least instructed will under- 
stand and enjoy it ; and mature scholars will learn from it.** 

Pialms. Book I. Church Times, — ''It seems in every way a most 
valuable little book, containing, a mass of information, well-assorted, 
and well-digested, and will be useful not only to students preparing for 
examinations, but to many who want a handy volume of explanation to 
much that is difficult in the Psalter. We owe a great debt of grati- 
tude to Professor Kirkpatrick for his scholarly and interesting volume." 

Literary Churchman, — "In this volume thoughtful exegesis founded 
on nice critical scholarship and due r^ard for £e opinions of various 
writers, combine, under tiie influence of a devout spirit, to render this 
commentary a source of much valuable assistance. The notes are 
'though deep yet clear,* for they seem to put in a concentrated form 
the very pith and marrow of all the best that has been hitherto said on 
the subject, with striking freedom from anjrthing like pressure of personal 
views. Throughout the work care and pains are as conspicuous as 
scholarship.** 

Psalms. Books n. and m. Critical Review, — " The second volume 
of Professor Kirkpatrick's Commentary on the Book of Psalms has 
all the excellent qualities which characterised the first.. ..It gives what 
is best in the philology of the subject. Its notes furnish what is most 
needed and most useful. Its literary style is attractive. It furnishes all 
that is of real value in the form of introduction, and it has a studious 
regard- for the devout as well as intelligent understanding of the Psalms." 

Baptist, — "This volume of the Cambridge Bible for schools and 
colleges is a very valuable contribution to the expository literature of 
the Old Testament. The introduction, which occupies some 70 pages, 
is a compact compendium of explanatory and critical information upon 
the whole Psalter. The notes are brief, but full, and very suggestive.*' 

Job — ^Hosea. Guardian, — "It is difficult to commend too highly 
this excellent series, the volumes of which are now becoming numerous. 
The two books before us, small as they are in size, comprise almost 
everything that the young student can reasonably expect to find in the 
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way of helps lowsrds such general knowledge of Ibeii subjects as may 
be eained without an attempt to grapple with the Hebrew ; and even 
the learned scholar can hardlyread wilhoul interest and bendit the Teiy 
able introductory matter which both these commentatois have prefixed 
to their volumes." 

IsiJah. Ohapten I — XXZIX. Piofessor W. H. Bennett in the 
Briliih Weekly.—" Di Skinner's name on the title-page of this book 
is a guarantee for cutensive ojid exact scholarship and for carefiil and 
accurate treatment of the subject. Tbis little volume will more than 
sustain the high reputation of the series in which it appea.is... readers 
will look forward with much interest to Dr Skinner's secood volome on 
chapters il — livi." 

ScAoffl Guardian "This last addition to 'The Cambridge Bible for 

Schools and Collies,' is a most valuable one, and will go far to 
increase the usefulness of what we have no hesitation in oiling the 
most oseflil commentary for school purposes. There ought to be two 
copies, at least, of this in every parish — one in the clergyman's and the 
other in the teacher's library." 

Jaramlili, CAurtA Quarterly Revirw. — "The arrangement of the 
book is well treated on pp. ixx., 396, and the question of Baruch's 
relations with its composition on pp. xxvii., iiiiv., 317. The illastra- 
tions Irom English literature, history, monuments, works on botany, 
topography, etc., are good and plentiful, as indeed they are in other 
Tolomes of this series. 

Bi(lkl«L Guardian.—"'Ho book of the Old Testament stands 
more in need of a commentator than this, and no scholar in England 
or Scotland is better qualified to comment upon it than Dr A. B. 
Davidson. With sonnd scholarship and excellent judgement he com- 
bines an insight into Oriental modes of thought which renders him a 
specially trustworthy guide to a book such as this.,. .His commentary 
may be safely recommended as the best that has yet appeared. Nor is 
it unlikely that it will remain the best for some time to come." 

Hahum, Habakknk ULd Zephaulall. Literary World. — "An ad- 
mirable little book, worthy of Dr A. B. Davidson's high scholarship 
and of the excellent series to which it belongs. The introductions are 
so comprehensive and thorough, and the notes so entirely useful, that 
one feels the book is all that can be required for the study of these 
prophecies by most biblical students, and by many Christian mil ' ' 

Guardian. — " Prof. Davidson has laid all students of *' 
Testament under a fresh debt of gratitude by the publicatioi 
scholarly little volume. It is quite the best commentary on the 
that has yet appeared.... Smalt as it is, the volume is well w 
take its place by the side of the same author's invaluable comn 
on Job and Eiekiel." 

Spectator, — "We may say without hesitation that Professo. 
son's guidance is amply satisfactory. The theological stadei 
preacher who may have to deal with the subject omnot do be 
consult him." 

iffinnw Academy. — "Archdeacon Perowne has alreod] 
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Jonah and Zechariah for this series. Malachi presents comparatively 
few difficulties and the Editor's treatment leaves nothing to be desired. 
His introduction is clear and scholarly and his commentary sufficient. 
We may instance the notes on ii. 15 and iv. ^ as examples of careful 
arrangement^ clear exposition and graceful expression." 

Tlie Goipel luioordtiijf to 8t llaUhew. Engiisk Churchman. — 
**The introduction is able, scholarly, and eminently practical, as it bears 
on the authorship and contents of the Gospel, and the original form 
in which it is supposed to have been written. It is well illustrated by 
two excellent maps of the Holy Land and of the Sea of Galilee." 

Bt Hazk. Expositor, — ** Into this small volume Dr Maclear, besides 
a clear and able Introduction to the Gospel, and the text of St Mark, 
has compressed many hundreds of valuable and helpful notes. In 
short, he has given us a capital manual of the kind required — containing 
all that is needed to illustrate the text, i. e. all that can be drawn from 
the history, geography, customs, and manners of the time. But as a 
handbook, giving in a clear and succinct form the information which 
a lad requires in order to stand an examination in the Gospel, it is 

admirable I can very heartily commend it, not only to the senior 

boys and girls in our High Schools, but also to Sunday-school teachers, 
who may get from it the very kind of knowledge they often find it 
hardest to get" 

8t Luke. Spectator, — ''Canon Farrar has supplied students of 
the Gospel with an admirable manual in this volume. It has all that 
copious variety of illustration, ingenuity of suggestion, and general 
soundness of interpretation which readers are accustomed to expect 
from the learned and eloquent editor. Anyone who has been accus- 
tomed to associate the idea of 'dryness' with a commentary, should go 
to Canon Farrar's 8t Luke for a more correct impression. He will 
find that a commentary may be made interesting in the highest degree, 
and that without losing anything of its solid value.... But, so to speak, 
it is too good for some of the readers for whom it is intended." 

The OOBpel according to St Jolm. Engiisk Churchman, — "The 
notes are extremely scholarly and valuable, and in most cases exhaust- 
ive, bringing to the elucidation of the text all that is best in com- 
mentaries, ancient and modem." 

Acts. School Guardian. — ** We do not know of any other volume 
where so much help is given to the complete understanding of one of 
the most important and, in many respects, difficult books of the New 
Testament. 

Epistle to the Romans. Expositor, — '* The 'Notes ' are very good, 
and lean, as the notes of a School Bible should, to the most commonly 
accepted and orthodox view of the inspired author's meaning ; while the 
Introduction, and especially the Sketch of the Life of St Paul, is a model 
of condensation. It is as lively and pleasant to read as if two or three 
facts had not been crowded into well-nigh every sentence." 

Oalatians. Modem Church, — **Dr Perowne deals throughout in 
a very thorough manner with every real difficulty in the text, and in 
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this respect he has faithfully followed the noble example set him in the 
exegetical masterpiece, his indebtedness to which he frankly acknow* 
ledges." 

English Churchman, — "This little work, like all of the series, is a 
scholarly production ; but we can also unreservedly recommend it from 
a doctrinal standpoint; Dr £. H. Pbrowne is one whio has grasped 
the distinctive teaching of the Epistle, and expounds it with clearness 
and definiteness. In an appendix, he ably maintains the correctness of 
the A. V. as against the R, V. in the translation of II. i6, a point of 
no small importance.*' 

Ephesiaiis. Baptist Maguxine, — *' It seems to us the model of a 
School and College Commentary— comprehensive, but not cumbersome; 
scholarly, but not pedantic." 

Guardian, — ** It supplies matter which is evidently the outcome of 
deep study pursued with a devotional mind." 

PhilippiaiiB. Record. — "There are few series more valued by 
theolc^cal students than 'The Cambridge Bible for Schools and 
Collies,* and there will be no number of it more esteemed than that 
by Mr H. C. G. MouLE on the Epistle to the Philippians." 

OOlOBStanB. Record, — "Those who have already used with pleasure 
and profit Mr Moule's volumes of the same series on Ephesians and 
Philippians will open this little book with the highest expectations. 

They will not be disappointed No more complete or trustworthy 

volume has been contributed to this series." 

Expository Titnes, — ** This is now the Commentary on Colossians and 
Philemon to have at your hand, whether you are schoolboy or scholar, 
layman or clergyman." 

Tbeasaloniaiui. Academy. — "Mr Findlay maintains the high level 
of the series to which he has become contributor. Some parts of his 
introduction to the Epistles to the Thessalonians could scarcely be 
bettered. The account of Thessalonica, the description of the style and 
character of the Epistles, and the analysis of them are excellent in style 
and scholarly care. The notes are possibly too voluminous ; but there 
is so much matter in them, and the matter is arranged and handled so 
ably, that we are ready to forgive their fulness.... Mr Findlay's com- 
mentary is a valuable addition to what has been written on the letters 
to the Thessalonian Church." 

Baptist Magazine, — "Mr Findlay has fulfilled in this volume a 
task which Dr Moulton was compelled to decline, though he has rendered 
valuable aid in its preparation. The commentary is in its own way a 
model — clear, forceful, scholarly — such as young students will welcome 
as a really useful guide, and old ones wiu acknowledge as giving in 
brief space the substance of all that they knew." 

Timotliy and TLtus. The Christian, — "The series includes many 
volumes of sterling worth, and this last may rank among die most 
valuable. The pages evince careful scholarship and a thorough acquaint- 
ance with expository literature ; and the work should promote a more 
general and practical study of the Pastoral Epistles." 
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Hetavwi. BafHst Magazine, — "Like his (Canon Farrar's) com- 
mentary on Luke it possesses all the best characteristics of his writiiig. 
It is a work not only of an accomplished scholar, but of a skilled 
teacher." 

Jamas. Expositor, — ''It is, so far as I know, by far the best 
exposition of the Epistle of St James in the English language. Not 
schoolboys or students going in for an examination alone, but ministers 
and preachers of the Word, may get more real help from it than from 
the most costly and elaborate commentaries.*' 

The Bpigtles of Bt Jobn. Churchman, — ** This forms an admirable 
companion to the 'Commentary on the Gospel according to St John/ 
whidi was reviewed in The Churchman as soon as it appeared. Dr 
Plummer has some of the highest qualifications for such a task ; and 
these two volumes, their size being considered, will bear comparison 
with the best Commentaries of the time." 

BeyelatloiL Guardian. — * 'This volume contains evidence of much 
careful labour. It is a scholarly production, as might be expected from 
the pen of the late Mr W. H. SiMCOX....The notes throw light upon 
many passages of this difficult book, and are extremely suggestive. It 
is an advantage that they sometimes set before the student various 
interpretations without exactly guiding him to a choice." 

Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-School Record, — "We cannot speak 
too highly of this excellent little volume. The introduction is of the 
greatest possible value to the student, and accurate scholarship is 
combined with true loyalty to the inspired Word. There is much more 
matter of practical utility compressed into this volume of pp. 174 than 
is contained in many a portentous tome." 



W^i Sbmallet (iDambribge 3dfbU for Sbcbools. 

Sunday-School Chronicle. — '•^We can only repeat what we have 
already said of this admirable series, containingi as it does, the scholar- 
ship of the larger work. For scholars in our elder classes, and for those 
preparing for Scripture examinations, no better commentaries can be put 
into their hands. 

Record. — ^^ Despite their small size, these volumes give the substance 
of the admirable pieces of work on which they are founded. We can only 
hope that in many schools the class-teaching will proceed on the lines these 
commentators suggest,** 

Educational Review. — **The Smaller Cambridge Bible for Schools 
is unique in its combination of small compcus with great scholarship,,,. 
For use in lower forms, in Sunday-schools and in the family, we cannot 
sug^st better little manuals than these." 

Literary World. — "^// thcU is necessary to be known and learned by 

pupils in junior and elementary schools is to be found in this series. 

Indeed, much more is provided than should be required by the examitters. 

We do not know what more could be done to provide sensible, interesting, 

and solid Scriptural instruct ion for boys and girls. The Syndics of the 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 



Cambridge University Press are rendering great sendees both to teachers 
• and to scholars by the publication of such a valuable series of books, in 
which slipshod work could not heme aplace,^^ 

Christian Leader. — *^For the student of the sacred oracles who utilixes 
hours of travel or moments of waiting in the perused of the Bible there 
is nothing so handy, and, at the same time, so satining as these little 

books Nor let anyone suppose that, because these are school-books, 

therefore they are beneath the adult reader. They contain the very ripest 
results of the best Biblical scholarship, and that in the very simplest 
form*^ 



Joshua. School Guardian, — " This little book is a model of what 
editorial work, intended for the use of young students, should be ; and 
we could scarcely praise it more highly than by saying that it is in 
every way worthy of the volumes that have gone before it.** 

Schoolmistress, — **A most usefid little manual for students or 
teachers." 

Jlidges. Educational News (Edinburgh). — "The book makes 
available for teaching purposes the results ot ripe scholarship, varied 
knowledge, and religious insight." 

Schoolmaster, — "The work shows first-rate workmanship, and may 
be adopted without hesitation." 

Samuel L and n. Saturday Review, — *' Professor Kirkpatrick's 
two tiny volumes on the First and Second Books of Samuel are quite 
model school-books; the notes elucidate every possible difficulty with 
scholarly brevity and clearness and a perfect knowledge of the subject." 

Kings I. Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-School Record, — ** Equally 
useful for teachers of young men's Bible classes and for earnest Bible 
students themselves. This series supplies a great need. It contains 
much valuable instruction in small compass." 

St Mark. St Luke. Guardian, — " We have received the volumes 
of St Mark and St Luke in this series.... The two volumes seem, on the 
whole, well adapted for school use, are well and carefully printed, and 
have maps and good, though necessarily brief, introductions. There is 
little doubt that this series will be found as popular and useful as the 
well-known lai^er series, of which they are abbreviated editions." 

St Luke. Wesleyan Methodist Sunday-School Record. — " We cannot 
too highly commend this handy little book to all teachers." 

St Jolm. Methodist Times, — '*A model of condensation, losing 
nothing of its clearness and force from its condensation into a small 
compass. Many who have long since completed their college curriculum 
will find it an invaluable handbook.*' 

Acts. Literary World, — "The notes are very brief, but exceedingly 
comprehensive, comprising as much detail in the way of explanation as 
would be needed by young students of the Scriptures preparing for 
examination. We again give the opinion that this series furnishes as 
much real help as would usually satisfy students for the Christian 
ministry, or even ministers themselves." 



THE CAHBBIDaE GREEK TEST. 

FOR SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 

with a ReTlaed Test, tesed on the most recent critical autlioritlee, 

and English Notes. 

Expositor. — •* Has achieved an excellence which puts it above criti- 
cism, " 

Expositonr Times. — " We could not point out better handbooks Jn^ 
the student of the Greek.** 

8t Liike. Methodist Recorder.^** It gives us in clear and beautiful 
language the best results of modem scholarship.... For young students 
and those who are not disposed to buy or to study the much more costly 
work of Godet, this seems to us to be the best book on the Greek Text 
ofthe Third Gospel." 

8t Jdm. Methodist Recorder, — "We take this opportunity of 
recommending to ministers on probation, the very excellent volume of 
the same series on this part of the New Testament. We hope that most 
or all of our young ministers will prefer to study the volume in the 
Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools,** 

n. Corinthians. Guardian, — " The work is scholarlike, and main- 
tains the high level attained by so many volumes of this series. '* 

London Quarterly Review, — " Young students will not easily find a 
more helpful introduction to the study of this Epistle than this.... There 
is everything that a student of the Epistle needs in this little volume. 
It deals clearly and thoroughly with every point, and is written in a 
style that stimulates attention. 

St James. Athenceum, — "This is altogether an admirable text- 
book. The notes are exactly what is wanted. They shew scholarship, 
wide reading, clear thinking. They are calculated in a high degree to 
stimulate pupils to inquiry both into the language and the teaching of 
the Epistle.*^ 

The EpietleB of St John. Scotsman, — " In the very useful and well 
annotated series of the Cambridge Greek Testament the volume on the 
Epistles of St John must hold a high position.... The notes are brief, 
well informed and intelligent." 

Revelation. Journal of Education, — " Absolute candour, a feeling 
for Church tradition, and the combination of a free and graceful style of 
historical illustration with minute scholarship characterise this work. 
We wish we had more work of the same kind in the present day, and 
venture to think that a mastery of this unpretentious edition would 
prove to many a means of permanently enlarging the scope of their 
studies in sacred literature." 

Guardian, — "The volume is well worthy of its place in the ad- 
mirable series to which it belongs." 

CAMBRIDGB: rHINTRD BY J. AND C. F. CLAY, AT THB UNIVBRSITY PRESS. 



9o .^-vj (■ 




3 2044 038 326 963 



Bible. O.T. 1 Samuel. 

English. Authorized. I896. 

The First Book of 
Samuel. 



BS 

1»91 

.03 
v.lO 

pt.l 
1896 



